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PREFACE TO THE ORIGINAL EDITION. 


i 


The histories of the Panjnb Chief3 bare been written by 
desire of Sir Robert Montgomery, Lieutenant-Governor of 
the Pan jab. 

The first portion of the work includes all the Chiefs and 
Sardars of the plain country of the Fan jab Proper, from the 
Bias to the Indus. The second portion, which will be shortly 
published, treats of the outlying districts and dependencies 
of the province; the Cis-Satlnj States ; the Jalandhar Doab ; 
the Rajput Hill States; this Dcrsjat and Peshawar ; Bihawal- 
pnr and Kashmir, and the Delhi territory. 

The intention of the work has been to give a picture of 
the Punjab aristocracy as it exists at the prpser' Gay. Xo 
mention has accordingly been imde of many fe es, Hindu 
and Mnbomedan, once powerful and wed - vhich fell 

before the Sikhs. Mo mention has f 
Sikh families, whose jagirs were sei? 

Singh, and whoso descendant? are 
A few notices of tribes and fwTtrilic 
have, for special reasons, been t 
only the histories of those men 
at the present time, rank, w 
It has not been found ] 
the work, the authorities fb- 
it may therefore be well to me 
which the information has been 
In the first place, each 
family: sometimes meagre 
and connected, in many ca : 


many old 
raja Ranjit 

asbandmen. 

. 

importance 
1 rule, 
assess* 
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Secondly, the* whole records of the Pan jab Government 
from annexation to the present year, the letters of the British 
Agent- at Uehli and ljudhiima from 18mi to 1 "45, and the 
records of Ilia old Sikli, Gcvsniinent, lirm* \wm largely made 
nse of. 

Thirdly, almost all histories, travels and memoirs relating 
to the Panjab, in English, Persian and Urdu, have been 
consulted. ! 

Fourthly, the actors in, and eye-witnesses of, the events 
described have been questioned; a large number of the Chiefs 
and Snrdara, with the if hards and family priests, have been 
examined personally; and from their statements in >wdt new 
and interesting inf or motion has been gained. 

Among those to whom acknov. lodgments are due for 
assistance in the preparation of llie work are Pandit Msmphtd, 
Extra Assistant Coftnmissionor, attached to the Secretariat, 
whose learning ami great local knowledge have been invalu¬ 
able ; By - -l Rail! Qasoin Khan, Extra Assistant Commis¬ 
sioner, Gn : and Mautvi Hajab Ali Kha n, Khan Bahadur, 

of Ludhiai 

tk 


LEPEL H. GRIFFIS'. 














PREFACE TO THE NEW EDITION. 


Tor Pakiah Chiefs, published more than twenty-five 
years ago, is out of print. Sir Lepel Griffin* then an Assist¬ 
ant Commissioner, wrote the biographies of the leading 
families of the fshting Lahore and Rawalpindi Divisions. 
In the present edition his tent has not been interfered with ; 
and my share of the work has been confined to the mention 
of changes which have sinci- affected the families, Some of 
tho so-called Chiefs, even in this short space, have sunk into 
insignificance, or have been thrust out of the front rank by 
the better educated and more pushing men of the present 
day. Others are rapidly passing out of importance. But as 
a literary and historical record, Sir Lepel Griffin’s work will 
keep fresh to Lhe end of time; and as a book of reference, it 
will be prized as long as this country is administered by 
British officials, 

Sir Lepel Griffin was unable to carry out his intention 
of completing the histories. Oh? work on the Rajas of the 
Punjab was a step in this direction; but ho left untouched 
the whole of the North-West Frontier,most of the Himalayan 
tracts, and much of the Southern and Eastern Punjab, 
The duty of filling up these gaps has devolved npon me. 
The work is finished and will very shortly be pub 1 ' 
as a separate book.* -4 jnjj^^Rr 

In connection with the present publication, 
acknowledge tho valuable assistance given mo b 
W. Gardiner, J. Wilson, E. JSichoU. and Baron 
Captain Dunlop Smith, as well ns Rai Lae' 

-----z-- 

* ChlfJj ami Jdrrttliit qf Jffltc in l/w V 
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Vfi] PREFACE TO THE HEW EDITION. 

Liila Earn Xafeh. The edit ing of this new edition was in tb.o 
first instance entrusted to Colonel C, H, T. Marshall, who, 
before his transfer to Hviirabad, had collected some materials 
which I hare made use of. 

CHARLES FRANCIS MASSY, 

Kafueteiala : 
lift September 1890* 
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RAJA HARBANS SINGH. 


Jar^Lljjr ikhiLih^l 
tJ-Lngb u. L 444 , 


nRj* T «J &Ll]gr2i ll*rti*sia aEmfll R, HjfcTHtiluti H, Ei*,hAH Siugli S. tfhu-ilm Hiliirb 
a, infib r u*hbl ■. law, i> r ish-l n a lie?. 


SMvt ^EDa(l H 


bEilv Rju-n. 



THfn L*1 


rjuei Slitgii. JdttaiiirSinuft, -Shnm 

Tlie father of Khushnl Singh was a Brahman shop-keeper 
Of the Guar class, and resided at Ikvi, in the Sardliaua par- 
gana of the Min it district. Th*ri.'fimily was poor, and in the 
year 1N07, Kkushal, a young man of seventeen, eamo to 
Lahore to seek his fortune, and was taken into the Dhoiikul 
Singh wain Regiment, then newly raised, on five rupees a 
month. He Boon made friends with Jatri and Guuga Singh, 
the Maharaja’s chamberlains, and was placed on the personal 
guard of Rnnjit Singh. Here, by his vigilance, aided by good 
looks and soldierly bearing, he attracted the favourable uotice 
of the Maharaja. The story told by the family is that, ono 
night, Ran jit Singh went out in disguise, ;uid on his return 
to the palace was stopped by Klmslwl, who was on guard* ami 
who kept his master in the watch-house till fyip morning, and 
that this vigilance pleased the Maharaja sbi much that he 
kept Khushal by him, as a personal attemlatk* However 
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WE PANJAB CRIEFS- 

ttis nrny he, it is certain that Klmskil rose daily in his mas¬ 
ter’* favour till, in 1811, lie was appointed DecThtwafa or 
chamberlain, with the title of Jnmadur. The appointment 
was one of importance. The chamberlain was master of the 
ceremonies, regulated process Iona, and anperoiteinled the Dar- 
1>ar * h wni through him alone that any individual, however 
high m rank, could obtain a private interview with the Maha¬ 
raja, although the daily Durbar was open to all men of f amil y 
or official importance. 

The etiquette at Lahore, when the Maharaja went out, 
was as follows. First went one hundred troopers, two abreast. 
Then the Maharaja, with foot-orderlies at his stirrups, mid 
an umbrella bearer; the princes immediately behind ; then the 
Sardar^ and Barons, mounted, each with hk umbrella bearer ; 
and lastly, the elephants and led horses. If the Maharain 
rode on an elephant, the Stirdars must do the l 

t-wied la .1 palatum, .LeSud^ WhoaOMik. 

The same year that El , . . , , ■ . -,, 

n . - , ’ , , mid obtained the charge of the 

DeorU W summoned from j^, ^ llew Tej aQm ^ , 

*2 f *? took ,1.0 T h <tl,, SiU. bapte) 

nnd l«™o o S.ngl. T, ^ r ^ fte ^ J 

181b, and then only l>v J , . . , , „ 

! , , , . * ■ the ilnliLiraia s express orders, tie 

changed Ins name to, L, . „■ , , , , 

ft “ „ . m . D . Tei Singh, though he was almost as 

cdten call til Teja Sine t, , ~ . . ° . 

^ tinme rjh. Tcj Singh is, however, the correct 

c soon grew both rich and powerful Most 

... . , /, mpoinunents were given by him, with the 

Maharam a sanctij r 1 , . ,. . , 

, , J __ , , /on; and persons wishing a private audience 

of the MiLmiraj.y ... , , , . . , 

i would give the chamberlain Urge sum* to 

ti^tan*‘t S' t/k to rL * a ^ ^ l0 daily report* of the army 

l ' -/.i. who soon began to emplov him on active ser¬ 
vice. Tlie jo* / . . . , , ■ , . . 

i court Tej Singh was Ins deputy during his absence 

In 1816 the Jemadar wns sent to occupy the 


Khushal Sil 
of the household 


from court, 
country of 



Hmngartiic. fen 



iir Singh, Diwan 
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Sing'll and Khushal Sing'll,—and afterwards to seise the Haul' 
gai'kin estates at unti around A inti tsar. After this he pro¬ 
ceeded to Mundi and Kulu, which. States lmd become tribu¬ 
taries of Lahore, and remained for four months hi the lrills. 
lie accompanied the Maharaja in the first Kashmir campaign 
in 1814. Raja Agur Khati of Rajaur proved a veiy trencher- 
ons ally. He misled Ban jit Singh as to the number of the 
enemy, and advised a division of die army ; one detachment 
to pass into Kashmir by the Bharat tiaia route, and the main 
body to proceed by Punch. Tins advice was followed, to the 
mu of tlie expedition. Both divisions of the army were sur¬ 
rounded, their supplies cut off, and they finally were compelled 
to retire in all haste to Lahore. The retreat was a disastrous 
one. The Jjimudar commanded the advance to clear the road 
of the enemy, while Eari Singh Nalwa, Kabul Singh Atari- 
wala and Mil Singh Padhimia covered the rear. Many men 
were lost, and Saralar Mit Singh liimself mortally wounded. 
Tej Singh, who had been created a Sardar, was, in this 
campaign, in close attendance on the Maharaja. The next 
military service in which the Jamadar was concerned wo* 
the third and last siege of Multan in ISIS. Prince Kkorak 
Singh nominally commanded the army, but it was the mili- 
tary genius of Misar Diwan Chaiid that secured .success. 
The Jamadar was in command at the Tomb of Shumash 
Tabrez. 

Soon after the capture of Multan, the Jaipadar fell some¬ 
what into disfavour. His brother Ram Lai had arrived at 
Lahore in 1816, and had received an appointment in the 
body-guard. The Maharaja wished him to become a Sikh, 
but to this neither of the brothers would consent; and as the 
Maharaja became very urgent on the point. Ram Lai, with 
the connivance of the Jamadar, left the Pan jab and returned 
to Hindustan. Ranjir Singh was much displeased, and Misar 
Hiwart Chand, with, whom the Jamadar had quarrelled about 
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rlu Multan booty, advised dial lie should be removed from 


the charge of the Deorhi, To this Ran jit Singh eon sen ted, 
for Mian Dhian Singh, a young Rajput in the Ghorqharhas, 
was now rising into favour, and on him the office of Deorhi- 
wain was conferred. The <1 annular was taken by surprise, 
but wisely made no opposition, and retained all bis jagirs, and 
was admitted to the Council, obtaining more real power than 
he had had before* lie received command of four thousand 
irregulars, while Tej Singh was made General in the regular 
force. 

Sirdar Tej Singh accompanied Miser Diwan Ciiand to 
Kashmir in 1819 and in 1821. Both he and the Jaraadar 
commanded divisions in the campaign against Mankera, Leiah 
and Dera Ismail Khan; and also in the Peshawar campaign 
of 1828. At die battle of Tehri they were with the ilalia. 
raja, opposed to the Yusufisals on the right bank of the 
Lurnla river; while the main body of the array, under Smtloi's 
Han Singh Nidwa and Builk Singh Sindhanwalia, were 
engaged with the Bnrakzm Sardnrs on the left bank. After 
i he battle the Sikh army advanced upon Peshawar, after 
having taken J a bang irn from Firoz Khan Kiiatak, of Akora, 
Peshawar was plundered, and the fcronps pushed on to the 
Khaibar, but little was to he done there ; the void KUaibaris 
cut the embankments of the Bara river, and flooded the Malta* 
raja’s camp, carrying off in the confusion horses and other 
ijKtil, and after n short stay Run jit Singh returned to Lahore, 

In 1828 the Jamadar and his nephew, with the Nfilwa, 
Pndlutnia and Majitliin Sardors, reduced the Katoeh country, 
suid the forts of (Tiauki, Aiinahgarh, Tim and Riah. The last 
mentioned place alone offered much resistance ; but Tej Singh 
brought up some guns from Sujtmptir on elephants, and 
after three days the garrison surrendered. In 1832 the 
Jemadar was sent to Kashmir to assist Prince Sher Singh, the 
Governor, under whose administration the revenue bad mneb 
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Mien atid the people become discontented. The advent of the 
Jamndnr did not mend matter®. He knew nothing of finance, 
and only cared about pleasing the Maharaja. The sea®on 
of 1832 had been a bad one in Kashmir, and the Jaroadar 
converted scarcity into famine by his oppression. The few 
lakhs which he managed to screw out of the people did not 
count for much, when the annual revenue whs diminished by 
two-thirds, and the inhabitants forced to leave the country in 
search of bread ; and Ban jit Singh was for a time much dis¬ 
pleased, but the Jaroadar soon recovered his influence, (rene- 
ml Minn Singh was sent to succeed him in Kashmir with 
fifty thousand inaumls of grain for distribution to the poor, 
but it was many years before Kashmir recovered its former 
prosperity. Ram Ltd, brother of Klumbal Singh, had re¬ 
turned to tbe Panjab, and he took command of the Juma- 
dar’s forces in the Pes ha war campaign of 183 [ under Surd nr 
Hari Singh and Prince Nno Salmi Singh. Jumadar Khushn) 
Singh and Raja Dhinn Singh were in command of the 
forces which marched to relieve the Sikh army blockaded 
at Jamvud in April 1887, Although the Jaunt da r reached 
Peshawar two days before Dlikm Singh, he made no effort 
to relieve the Sikh army, which was in the greatest straits, 
till the arrival of the Raja. After the retreat of the Afghans, 
tbe Jamadar remained jit Peshawar, while Tcj Singh was 
ordered to the Chaj Doab to preserve order. 

Ram Singh, the eldest son of the Jamadar, was, nbout 
this time, made a General in the army, although ft mere boy. 
He had, however, the passions of a man, mid after having 
returned in 1837 to Amritsar with the Maharaja, inurdm-d 
brutally, with his own hand. Bishan Singh, brother-in-law 
o£ Colonel Chet Singh, n fine young man, who had trended 
him by a boyish jest. Such was the influence of the Jamadar, 
that Ram Singli mummed unpunished, with the exception of 
a fine, although his victim hail Wen a favourite at court. 
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In 1838 Teg Si ugh was sent to Hazara, and built thcSe 
the fort of Mannkgarh near Darband. In 1830 he proceeded 
to Peshawar with the Jamadar, Prince Nao Naliai Singh, 
Baja Guild) Singh and other Chiefs to co-operate with the 
British ;tnny invading Kabul ■ hut the Sikh eo-operation, as 
i- notorious, was more damaging than serviceable, as the 
expedition was regarded by the Sibils with distrust and 
dislike. 

General Ram Singh died in this year. Although of a 
cruel disposition, he was a good officer, and seems to have 
boon the cleverest of the family. After the accession of 
Maharaja Kharuk Singh, both the Jamad&r atid Tej Singh 
joined in the conspiracy against Sardar Chet Singh, favourite 
of the new Monarch, who had shown ill-feeling towards them, 
and had deprived the Jamadar of a portion of bis command. 
Oil the night of the murder. Prince Nao Xidml Singh, with 
Tej Singh mut Khusbal Singh, remained at the gate of the 
palace to goal'll against a rescue; while the other conspirator*, 
the Rajas Gtllab Singh and Dhiun Singh, imd Hie Sardftrs, 
Fateh Singh Man, Atar Singh Siudhauwalia and Minn Lnhh 
Singh, entered the palace and murdered the favourite in the 
very presence of the Maharaja, 

While Prince Nao Xahal Singh held power, the family 
of the Jamadar was treated with great favour; and on his 
death, on the 5th November 1840, both Khushftl Singh and 
Tej Singh signed, with the other Chiefs, a paper, by which it 
was agreed that no action should lie made in appointing a 
successor to the throne till it was seen whether the wives of 
Lhe Prince or the Maharaja would bear a son. The succeed¬ 
ing events are well known. The Sindhatiwaha Sardars and 
Raja Golub Singh defended the fort against Prince Shcr 
Singh; while Tej Singh mid Khuslud Singh kept wisely at 
homo, joining neither party, but watting to Fee what turn 
affairs would take, Shcr Singh was much irritated by their 
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conduct, and, on his accession, had serious intentions of pat- 
ting them both to death, hat' they were at length forgiven, on. 
the intercession of Blrni Gannukh Singh. But Slier Singh 
entertained n grudge against the Jama Jar, and is said on one 


occasion to have tiled to make away with him in a maimer 


that should appear accidental. Certain it. is that soon after 
Slier Hugh's accession, he was in a pleasure boat on the Ravi 
wit h the Jamn Jar and A mar Singh AJdnwalia, great- granduncle 
of the present Raja of Kupurthak. The boat was overturned; 
the Maharaja sprang into another boat alongside ; A mar Singh 
was drowned, and his body never recovered; while the Jamadar, 
who managed to escape, swallowed more water than lie had 
done for many years. It was generally believed in Lahore 
that Shor Singh capsized the boat intentionally, but this can 
never be proved. 

Tlui Jamadar had been in bad health ever since 1840. 
In July 1844 he died, having mixed but little in politics dur¬ 
ing the three last years of his life. In Jimu 1843 he had, 
with Rajas Golub Singh and Bucket Singh, attended Prince 
Par tub Singh in his visit to Lord Lllenborongh at Firozpur. 

Jemadar Khushal Singh was not a man of any particular 
ability. The Maharaja look him into favour, not so much 
for his courage, genius or learning, as for liis broad shoulders 
and good looks; though from the pictures taken of him late 
in life, he seems to have been an unusually coarse and vnlgnr- 
looMng man. He was not, however, inferior to many other 
Sardars of the Maharaja's court; and if, in the many cam¬ 
paigns in which he served, he displayed no particular bravery, 
yet it is not anywhere stated that he over ran away. Of liis 
severity and oppression in Kashmir mention has been ma.fo * 
and on all occasions, trusting to the Maharaja’s favour, he 
showed himself something of a tyrant. At Amritsar, to ob- 
tein ground for Ida own houses, ha pulled down, without offer- 
mg any compensation, many dwellings of the poorer classes; 
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but, Rauj it Singh would not listen to any complaints against 
him, and would tell any one who came to appeal against the 
Jamadur to go and obtain justice from fiuru Ham Das, 

Sardar Tej Singh, at the time of the Jamadar’s death, 
was at Peshawar, of which place he had, in 1 obtained 
the command; and Raja Hira Singh, who was then. Minister, 
and who bad an old grievance with the Jamadar about the 
Chamberlakiship, confiscated Es. 1,60,000 out oE the jagira of 
fis, 3,40,000 which had been all granted in the name of 
Khuahal Singh, the family making the distribution among 
themselves. Kish an Singh, soil of the Jamndar, a wild young 
ni:m, spent in the ten days succeeding his father’s death about 
a lakh of rupees upon the dancing girls of Lahore. Hira 
Singh made this the excuse for confiscation. “If you have 
so much cash to throw away,” sard ho, “ you can, of course, 
pay up seven lakhs for the good of the State/’ Ho also want* 
ed to get a lakh out of Eai Mul Singh, the confidential agent 
of the family. Kiahati Singh declared that ho could not pay 
a rupee, and the jagirs were accordingly confiscated. 

Tej Singh wrote from Peshawar to protest against the 
confiscation, and Pandit Jala said that when the Sardnr re¬ 
turned to Lahore the matter should be considered ; but be¬ 
fore this took place the Ministry both of Him Singh and of 
Jawiilnr Singh hod fallen, and the Mabar&m, with her favour¬ 
ite, Lai Singh, had assumed the supreme power. 

The government of Tej Singh at Peshawar was marked 
bv almost the only piece of energy lie ever displayed. When 
the troops tinder his command heard of the death of Raja 
guchet Singh at Lahore, and of the large sums that had been 
given to the Lahore army, they rose in mutiny, and threat¬ 
ened that if afl the money in the treasury was not given to 
them they would treat Tej Singh as Ironeral Allan Singh hsul 
been treated three years before m Kashmir, The Sardar 
amused the troops by promises of rewards, and called in all 
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the Afghan Chiefs of the valley to his help ; and the next 
morning had so strong a force at his command that the ran- 
tinnns regiments thought it beat to recede from their demand -. 
Baja Lai Singh recalled Tej Singh from Peshawar in Oct c- 
Ijer 1345, appointing Sardar Slier Singh Atariwalu to s - 
coed him. On his arrival n.r Lahore, Tej Singh Found that 
war with the English was everywhere talked nf ns probable, 
and the project was favoured by the Waair, Baja Lai Singh, 
and by the Mahanim, who feared and hated the army that 
had recently murdered her brother Jawahir Singh. Tej 
Singh was wealthy and influential ; and although he was 
looked down upon by the old Sikh Sard are, yet the position 
of "the Jamadar and ImnSL-lI under Kan jit Singli gave him 
mnoli power at court, and when war with the English was 
fluidly determined he was appointed Commander-in-Chief of 
the Khaba army. 

I On the 17th of November the plan of the campaign was 
"decided upon, and on the 23rd the amiy set out, in divisions, 
for Firoapnr. But the Commander *iu*Chief had little stomach 
for the fight, and it was not till the 15th of December, when 
all excuses for remaining behind were exhausted, that he set 
out to join the army which, four days previously, had crossed 
the Sat la j. 

After the defeat of Raja Lid Singh at the battle of Mndki, 
he sent to Tej Singh to urge him to advance to his support* 
Accordingly the Sardar marched, with his division and some 
fifteen thousand irregular cavalry, and reached Firozahahar 
on the morning of the 22nd December, when the force of Lai 
Singh had been again defeated, Tej Singh advanced against 
the British army, which was completely exhausted and almost 
without ammunition- Hl- drove in the British cavalry parties, 
ftud endeavoured to regain the lost position of Firozshahar, 
He then attacked the left flank of the British army, and made 
such a demonstration against the captured village as com- 
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pelltMl tlif> English General tfli change his wliole front to tlie 
riglit, the Sikh guns keeping up an incessant and heavy lire 
during this uianmuvre- At hist, when the English cavalry, 
advancing, threatened both flanks of the Sikh army, and the 
infantry prepared to advance - in line for its support, Tej 
Singh ceased his fire, and, retiring from the held, crossed the 
Hatkj and encamped at Sobraoh, about twenty-five miles 
north-east of Firozpur, on the right bank of the river. Here 
the army was soon joined, by Raja L«d Singh, who had fled, to 
Amritsar after the defeat of Firozsliahin^ and the troops de¬ 
manded to be led across the river against tlm British. The only 
t-vo Chiefs who opposed this movement were SattW* TYj Siugli 
and Sham Singh Atari wain, who had joined the camp on 
og t i, December, most unwillingly. Their pacific intent#/,, 
were, however, ridiculed by the Panchayats of the nrmj, 
it urns determined to cross the Satinj, A bridge of bouts 
thrown across the river, and a strong constructed 

front of it, and entrenchments, as strong ns the sandy soil*. 


ID 


would allow, were thrown up. Sardur Tej Singh commanded 
in this entrenchment, and, for his own personal security, had a 
small shot-proof tower erected, into which ho might retire in 
drt hour of danger; and here the Sikh army waited, week 
lifter week, while the British army was drawing from every 
side men and guns and material of war. On the right Sardur 
A Uir Singh Kalian wain commanded the irregular troops; on 
lthe left were l lie gallant Sham Singh of Atari and the bri¬ 
gade of General Mewa Singh Majitliia, both of whom were 
kdled in the buttle of Sobraon. In the centre were the troops 
{J | Kalian Singh Man and the brigades of General Avi table, 
General Muhtab Singh Majithin and General Gulnb Singh 
Povimlia. In the centre, too, was the brigade and tower of 
Snrdar Tej Singh. 

On tits 10th February IMS the kittle of Sobraon was 
fought; but Tej Singh had so little to do with it that a 
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description of it would be here but of place. During the early 
part of the action he remained [in liis tower, and was only in¬ 
duced to come out by threats o[f personal violence. But even 
then, instead of heading the troops and encouraging them 

I 

when they began to waver, he/crossed the bridge, at which 
ho had stationed a guard of A is own. men, and was one of 
the first to fly from the field/ After the buttle, what remained 
of the defeated army assembled at Pati, and afterwards 
marched to Bharana, where it was ordered to remain 
till after the Treaty of .{he 9th March 184b, when it waa 
paid up; many of LhtVsoldiers being re-enlisted, and others 
-being discharged. ^Before this, however, Sardar Tej Singh 
uul been snninusMicd to Lahore, and, under the new arrange- 
itf?, W^fas confirmed in his. appointment of Commander- 
in-Chref of the Sikh army, while Raja Lai Singh was con¬ 


firm td-as "VYiudr. 

Tide conduct of Sardar Tej Singh, both before anti dur¬ 
ing the/ Satlaj campaign, lias been much misrepresented. Ho 
1ms bteen acciesed of treason to Lis country by many writers, 
and/in ail probability, will bo so accused by more; but there 
is /io evidence whatever to support, the charge, in the first 
place, die Sardar was averse to the war. W Hie die Maim- 
B&ni, Raja Lai Singh and Diwau Dina Nath wore urging the 
dfroops to invade British territory, in the hope that they would 
never return to disturb the peace of Lahore, Tcj Singh spoke 
so constantly against the war, that his life was in imminent 
danger, mud in the middle of November I84o the troops were 
debating whether they should put both him and Lai Singh to 
death and insill on Raja Guild j Singh leading them to battle. 
When he was appointed Commander-in-Cldef, much against 
his will, he delayed joining the army as long as he could; 
conduct which may prove cowardice or disinclination for the 
war, but which certainly did not savour of treason. But it is 
said that his conduct at Firozshahar was inconsistent with any 
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other supposition than that ho ivas a traitor and desired the 
success of the British. That b^l he attacked the British army 
vigorously, and with all his force, when it. was exhausted 
with its conflict with Baja Lid Singh, and almost without 
ammunition, it must, in all protrtbility, have been an n il dinted. 
The result would certainly haie been disastrous ; but Tej 
Singh was not aware of the stub* of extreme exhaustion of 
the'British army . M that lie snA were the routed troops of 
Lai Singh flying to the fords o£ ^he Sntluj; a sight from 
which he might argue the etrengtlfv hut not the weakness 
of the British. But he did not retir^, from tlie field with¬ 
out making an effort to retrieve the {Masters of the pre- J 
ceding day. According to the despatch of Sir Hugh Gough/ 
(though the accuracy of despatches may be fairly ftprfs- 
tioiied), " lie made strenuous efforts to regain the position at 
Firozehahar*’; be certainly kept up a heavy and daumging 
fire of artillery, and only retired when the Britisli many 
advanced in force against him. But, even supjjosuiur that 
he had done less than lie certainly did, Sardur Tej Sjhngh 
cannot be Fairly blamed. Do had no influence wh&tW-r 
with the army, whose mrh.es decided when they shoiV^l 
fight and when they should retire. It is absurd to assert 
that, in opposition to the will of the panche* and the army, 
Ttj Singh could have refused to make a general attack 
on the Britisli. Any negotiations which he may have wished 
to Open with the Governor General, after Firozshakar, were 
only intended to bring about peace, and were of such a 
character as a Commander*iu-Chief would have a discretionary 
power to carry on. 

At Sobraon the voice of Tej Singh was again raise 1 1 for 
pence, but the troops only threw stones at his tent, pulled it 
down, and threatened to murder him unless he crossed to the 
left bank of the river. Wild can wonder that with such ti 
savage, unruly army, he should have fled from the field, 
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feeling' tliat there was more danger from his own men than 
from the enemy* 

Tej Singh was a weak, timid, vacillating creature, but 
he w$3 no traitor. He had neither courage nor ability 
sufficient to influence an insane Sikh army, but he did not, 
like Raja Lai Singh, first excite the troops to madness, and 
then betray them to destruction. The stories of his sinking 
a boat in the bridge at Sobraon to cut off the retreat of t he 
Sikh army, and of his turning a battery of guns upon his 
own men, have never l>een supported by a fragment of 
evidence, though proof of their truth has been sought in 
every direction, and are evidently calumnies invented by 
some of his many enemies. 

After the conclusion of peace, Sardar Tej Singh had 
plenty to do in disbanding the old army and enlisting new' 
troops, and his conduct was approved by the Agent of the 
British Government at Lahore. In September 18-10, very 
much to Lis disgust, he was ordered to proceed to Kashmir 
with Sardara Sher Singh and Mangal Singh, and Generals 
Kalian Singh Man and Lai Singh Moraria, to reduce the re¬ 
bellion of Shekh Imanmdm Khan. He pleaded illness, but at 
last set out with the troops* He was not alone in his disin¬ 
clination for the campaign. With almost all the other Sard am 
lie was unwilling to act under the orders of Saja Lai Singh, 
whose rapacity and meanness had disgusted them, and whoso 
honesty they thoroughly doubted. When, however, Tej Singh 
had at last set out on the expedition he acted with energy 
and promptitude. His force left Lahore on the 1st of October, 
and reached Naushera on the 16th, having in this time cross¬ 
ed the Ravi and the Chanflb, and marched over one hundred 
and twenty-five miles of country, the last twenty-five miles 
bein^ an execrable hill road. Imam ml in K ban. did not 

Q 

attempt open resistance, and came into the camp of the 
Resident on the 1st of November ; and the Sikh troops, having 
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no more to do, returned to Lahore-, The trial and deposition 
of Eaja Lai Singh wets the result of this expedition, and, as a 
temporary arrangement, Sordara Tej Singh and Sher Singh 
Atnriwnln, with Diwau Dina Nath and Fakir Kuril din, were 
nominated a Council to carry on the business of the Govern¬ 
ment pending other arrangements. On the 16th December 
& Council of fiugency was appointed, consisting of SardnrTej 
Singh as President, Sardars Sliamsher Singh Sindian\valki, 
Eanjodh Singh Majithia, Slier Singh Atariwala, Atsr Singh 
Kalian will a, Diwan Dina Nath, Fakir Numdin and Bind 
Nadhim Singh. 

The Members of the Council had distinct duties assigned 
to them- Snrdar Tej Singh was chief in the Council, and held 
supreme Military command; Diwan Dina Nath was Finance 
Minister * and Snrdar Sher Singh superintended the Royal 
household. The task both of Sardar Tej Singh and of Diwan 
Dina Nath was an invidious one. They certainly threw all 
possible blame on Major Lawrence, the British Resident, anil 
represented that they were but instruments carrying out Ids 
measures ; but it was pretty well known that most of the 
redress that was obtained came, directly or indirectly, from 
the Residency, and that, hut for the Resident, no arrears 
would lie paid up, and consequently the two heads of the 
Council came in for more obloquy than they probably 
expected. 

On the 7 th August 1347 Sardar Tej Singh was created 
Raja of Siolkcft, with its fort and adjacent villages, worth 
8 , 3 . 28,000 per annum. The Jtaharani, who entertained a 
bitter hatred both against the British Resident, who destroy¬ 
ed her influence, and Tej Singh, who supported his polity, 
prepared an insult for the latter on the day of Ida installation. 
The young Maharaja had been schooled by her aa to the part 
be was to play ; and when Tej Singh came forward for the 
Maharaja to make the saffron tika (a sign of Raj as hip) on his 
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forehead, tiro boy-king ilrtw back and folded iris arms, re¬ 
fusing to perform the ceremony. The Resident then called 
upon iiiiai Nadhan Singh, the head of the Sikh religion, who 
officiatei] for the Maharaja; bat the insult was much felt by 
Tej Singh, and &o strongly showed the resolute hatred of the 
MaliiLrimi to the administration that it hastened her removal 
from Lahore to the fort of Shekliopura, where she remained 
under surveillance until her finnl removal from the Panjab. 
Early in the year site had been cognizant of, if not the 
instigator of, a conspiracy to murder the Resident and Baja 
Tej Singh. This design, known as the Parema conspiracy, 
was not joined in by any Sardar, and was never attempted 
to be carried, into execution. On ihe 26th November 1842 
Baja Tej Singh received the honorary title of Ujaldidar, 
Nirmal hudh, mubazir, ul-mulk, Soiusam u-daulah, Raja Tej 
Singh sular siifdnr jang, Baja Sialkot, 

Throughout the rebellion of 1843-40 the Raja remained 
loyal to Government. That he, ns well ns Sardar Laima 
Singh Hftjifchia, knew of, or anticipated a revolt, is certain, and 
shortly before it broke out 1m wished to leave the Panjab for 
a time; but this idea was given up. The Raja had nothing 
in common with the rebels. He was not on good terms 
with Raja Sher Singh Atari wain or his father, Sardar Chafcnr 
Singh, whose avowed object was to restore to power the 
Mahanmi, the deadly enemy of Tej Singh. Should the Maliarani 
regain power, the death of the Raja, or the confiscation of his 
property, was certain. Besides this, Tej Singh was almost the 
only man in the country who was tolerably contented. He 
was very wealthy; he had been created Raja and President of 
the Council, and was raised high above the whole Sikli aris¬ 
tocracy, and 11 revolution could only injure him. He was 
obnoxious to moat of the Sikli Stirdars, who looked upon him as 
an upstart and an impostor; feeble in council, and ridiculous 
in the field; ami his ascendancy in the Darbar irritated them 
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beyond express ion. Tims, Raja Tej Sing'll is entitled to no 
credit for loyalty, when disloyalty, whichever side conquered, 
must have been his rain. But in times of danger motives do 
not count for much, and the 11 aja’s actions were loyal, and. his 
assistance valuable to the Government. 

On the annexation of the Punjab, the personal jagirs of 
Raja Tej Singh, and Saidar B hag wan Singh, the only surviv¬ 
ing son of the Jannular {Kishan Singh having been drowned 
at Sobraou after the battle), amounting to Rs. 1,52,779. were 
confirmed for life. To the Raja, Rs. 92,779, and to Bliag- 
wan Singh, Rs. 60,000. Of their respective shares, Rs. 20,000 
was to descend in perpetuity to the heirs of Raja Tej Singh, 
and Rs, 7,500 to those of Bhagwau Singh. After annexation 
the ilaja was very useful in the disbandment of the Sikh 
army and in the formation of a new native force. In 1S57 
he was of much assistance in raising horsemen, and for his 
loyalty at that time he received a k tidal of Rs. 1,000. In 1801 
his scattered jagirs were consolidated, and the Baku of Batata 
granted him in exchange for them; and his title was also 
changed to Raja of Bat ala. He was also made a Jagirdar 
Magistrate, with the powers of a Deputy Coiiunhsioner. In 
1862, at the recommendation of the Government of the Pan jab, 
the Supreme Government granted two-1lords of his jagir in 
perpetuity, and to Bhagwan Singh one-sixth. 

A son had been born to the Raja, in 1859, by Karam 
Kaur, widow of his cousin Kish an Singh, whom he had mar¬ 
ried in 1857. Previous to this, however, ho had adopted a 
younger brother by a different mother, Barbans Singh, born 
in 1840, now at the head of the family. 

Raja Tej Singh died of im affection of the chest on the 
2nd of December 1S62 at Lahore. His character will have 
been plainly seen from the above sketch of his life. He 
might have filled n subordinate position with credit, for 
he had no glaring vices, and perhaps as much virtue as 
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the majority of tlve work], bob lie was unfitted for times 
of revolution. He had neither courage nor ability ; and 
although he rose to be the first person in the State, next to 
the Maharaja, it was only because his fortune was greater 
than bis desert. 

The estate of Sardar Rhngwan Singh had never I jeon 
separated from that of Raja Tej Singh, and there had been a 
long dispute between them regarding it. After the death of 
the Raja, a committee, consisting of Raja Sahib Duyal, Sar- 
dnr Shams her Singh SindhanwaJin, Diwan Ajudhia Pars had 
and Diwan Shankar Das, was appointed hv Government* and 
a satisfactory division of the property was effected. 

Sardar Bhagwan Singh died at Amritsar in 1883, aged 
forty years. He had no sons. His widow claimed permis¬ 
sion to adopt an heir, but this was refused by Government m 
it was ascertained that the Surdar had never expressed such 
a desire. His death ivas sudden, while in the enjoyment of 
perfect health, and there arc no grounds for assuming he had 
given up hope of having children of his own, as alleged by 
the widow. He had held life jagira of the annual value of 
Re, 50,000, and jagirs in perpetuity aggregating Rh, 10,000 
per annum. Failing lawful male issue, the whole grant 
lapsed to Government. But the widow and the old retainers 
of the Snrdar were dealt with liberally. An allowance of 
lia, 10,000 per annum for her life was made to the widow, 
and she was permitted to occupy rent-free certain houses and 
gardens of her deceased husband bought in by Government 
for this express purpose at a cost of Re. 10,000. Fifteen of 
the Bandar's old servants received life peon Ions aggregating 
R s . 3,220 per annum ; while steps were taken to discharge 
his debts, amounting to over two lakhs of rupees, by hypothe¬ 
cating with the creditors personal property yielding an income 
of Rs. 3,800 a year. The widow, Rani Karpa Davi, lives 
ut Amritsar. 
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Raja Harbans Singh was made a ward of the District 
Court at Lahore on the death of liis elder brother Tej Singh* 
The estates came under the management of Rni Mul Singh, 
an old confidential servant of the family, a Khatri of 
Gnjaranwalu, afterwards an Honorary Magistrate of Lahore. 
The faithful discharge of his stewardship was duly 
acknowledged by the bestowal of a khilnt of one thousand 
rupees and a handsome letter of th anks from Government 
when He made over the estates to Raja Harbans Singli oil Ids 
attaining the age of eighteen years in 1807. His manage* 
ment had been eminently successful. He paid off the heavy 
debts with which the property had been burdened by the late 
Raja, he met extraordinary charges connected with Hat buns 
Singh’s marriage and other ceremonies, raised the rentals of 
the garden and rakh hinds four-fold, and handed over to 
the young Raja a handsome surplus of about seventy-five 
thousand rupees. This has long since been dissipated, and 
the estate is deeply involved. Hnrbams Singh had every 
opportunity which good masters and careful tuition afford of 
becoming an ornament to the higher ranks of the Panjab 
gentry. He is of amiable disjjosifcion; but in some respects 
the high hopes once formed of him have not been realized. 

Ihe jagir held by Raja Tej Singh’s family was fixed at 
Rs. 56,112 per annum, of which Bs. 4,4-35 were assigned to 
Rai Mul Singh, and IL. 4,004 to Sardar Karindar Singh ; the 
remainder being held by Raja Barkans Singh. These shares 
were finally fixed by Government in 1873, after a correspond- 
ence extending over ten years. The birth of Sardar Narindar 
Singh m I860 gave rise to much bitter feeling on the part of 
Raja Harbam Singh, who refused for many years to aeknow* 
ledge the legitimacy of his nephew, or his right to share in 
Ihe patrimony. Sardar Xarindai- Singh was educated in the 
\ ardfr School at Am ha la. He attained his majority in 1881; 
and then there began a quarrel between the undo and the 
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nephew, which was only sett let] four years later by the per* 
tonal intervention of Sir Charles Aitcliiaon, as Lieutenant- 
Governor of the Province. The parties made a compromise, 
which was drawn up in the form of an agreement, witnessed 
by the Lieutenant-Governor and the Secretaty to Government, 
and duly accepted by the District Judge of Lahore, in whose 
Court Sardnr Ifarindar Singh had instituted a suit for a share 
of the patrimony. Each was brought to acknowledge the status 
of the other. Raja Hat-bans Singh was duly recognised as 
Tej Singh’s adopted son, and Narmdar Singh’s legitimacy 
was no longer questioned by his. uncle. The latter made over 
to Nurindnr Singli house property in Amritsar and Hard war 
valued at fifty-six thousand rupees ; gardens at Amritsar and 
Lahore valued, ut Rs. 34,300; cultnrable land at Gamtala, 
Amritsar, yielding Rs. 2,035 annually; and rakhs in the 
Gujaranwala district valued at Rs. 15,000. Further, a gum 
of Rs. 35,000 was paid in cash by the Raja to his nephew. 
Taking every tiling into consideration, it may lie said that 
Sardar Narindni' Singh lias had no reason to regret having 
placed his case in the hands of arbitrators; while Raja 
Harhuns Singh was also probably glad to have settled for 
ever the alleged rights of his nephew. 

Simla r ftnrindar Singh has been married three times, 
and a sou wels burn to him by bis second wife in 1882. The 
Sardar was invested with criminal and civil powers in 1885, 
and he has since done good work as im Honorary Judicial 
officer. Ho was appointed a Member of the District Board 
of Lahore in 1884 and of the Municipal Committee in 1887 
He lives at Lahore, 
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Sardar Ali Khan, the grandfather of All Knza Khan, was 
the first to leave the province of Slier wan, on the west coast 
of the Caspian (now part of the Russian territories), where 
for many generations lm family* Turks of the Kaz albas k 
tribe, had resided and exercised authority. When Nadar 
bliah, having driven out the (i-LriljU and taken possession of 
Khurasan, prepared to march to India in 1738, he took with 
him Ali Khan and other Kazalbash nobles, who he feared 
in Ills absence might excite disturbances, 

Ali Khan served throughput the campaign* and on his 
Tetnrn from India he was appointed by Nadar 8hah Gover¬ 
nor of Kandahar, and other Kazalbash nobles received com* 
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mauds in Kabul anti Peshawar, much to the advantage of the 
kingdom of Persia, which, freed from these turbulent Chiefs, 
enjoyed peace for eight years, till the assassination of Nadar 
Shah and the rise to power of Ahmad Shah Durani. The 
new Prince was crowned at Kandahar in 1747, and, although, 
he thoroughly distrusted the Eazalbash Faction, yet ho was 
not strong enough to oppose it, and was compelled to give 
to its principal Chiefs jagirs and military commands. 

Ali Khan obtained the district of Hazara, north of 
Kandahar, and with a strong force reduced the country 
around, to the neighbourhood of Hi rat itself. He accom¬ 
panied Ahmad Simh on his last invasion of India, in 1760, 
and shared in the great victory of Pnnipat, which broke the 
Mahrata power. The bravery and influence of Ali Khan dur¬ 
ing this campaign excited the jealousy of Ahmad Shah, who 
on his return to Afghanistan tried to deprive him of his 
estates and command ; but Ali Khan held his own successfully 
against open force, and Ahmad Shah was at length compelled 
to bribe somo of his attendants, who assassinated him in 1770, 
The eldest of the sons, Gul Mahomed Khan, was but six years 
of age at his father’s death, and the district fell into great 
confusion. The widow of Ali Khan contrived tn maintain 
her authority for some years \ but at last the district was 
divided into several independent and hostile Chiefships, only 
united in their hatred of Timur Shah, who had succeeded 
Ahmad Shah on the throne of Kabul. When the sons of 
Ali Khan grew up, they recovered by force of arms n large 
portion of their family estate, and Timur Shah, thinking it 
well to conciliate them, summoned Gnl Mahomed Khan to 
Kandahar, where he received him with honour and conferred 
on him the title of Sarder, 

Hidayat Khan, father of Ali Raza Khan, accompanied 
Shah Zatnan to Lahore in 1707, where he remained for some 
months. On his return to Kabul he exchanged estates with 
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A sad Khan, brother of the Amir Dost Mahomed Khan. Jrj ] 813 
Ali Mahomed Khan, the youngest brother, with four thousand 
troops, accompanied Wazir Fateh Khan and his brother 
Mahomed Azim Khan in their success fid expedition against 
Kashmir, and received there a high military command, which 
he held for about eight years, when, returning to Kabul, ho 
obtained joint possession, with Hidayat Khan, of the family 
estate, and died in 1835 leaving two sons, Ali Akbar Khan 
and Ali Jan Khan. The elder son soon after died, and Ali 
Jan Khan succeeded to his father's share of the estate, which 
he still holds in Kabul, 

Hidayat Kliau died in 183G leaving six sons, of whom 
the eldest, Mahomed Hasan Khan, served under the order 
of AVazir Fateh Mahomed Khan at Hi rat; and when Ids 
master's eyes had been put out by Prince Kamran he escorted 
I\li an dal Khan and hhsrdil Khan to Kandahar, where ho 
•remained for some years, and later wont with his uncle to 
Kashmir. On his return to Kabul he resided with his brother 
Ali Baza Khan, and did good service to the British Govern¬ 
ment during the first Afghanistan campaign. Mahomed Hasan 
Khan, t he second brother, was in great favour with Mahomed 
Azim Klmn, and held a high appointment under hint in 
Kashmir. After Azim Khan's death, Hasan Khan returned 
to Kabul, and took service with Dost Mahomed Khan. In 
IS-U he went on pilgrimage to the holy places in Arabia, 
where he lived for some years. He is now living in Kabul. 
The third brother is Hnji Mahomed Khun, who was Minis ter 
of Habib ula Khan, the Killer of Kabul between the death 
of Azim Khan and the accession of Dost Mahomed. On 
the accession of that Prince he retired to Mecca, and on 
his return took up his abode with Ali Baza Khan, with whom 
he still resides. 

Ali Baza Khan had always lived on his hereditary 
estate, which was of the description called in Afghanistan 
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'Z art hand 1 hereditary, but subject to military service. When 
the British army, "with Shah Bhuja, first entered Kabul in 
1S39, Ali Raza Khan, being possessed of great influence in 
the city, was appointed chief Agent of the Commissariat 
Department. His conduct in this office was unexceptionable, 
and he never failed in any engagement to supply grain or 
carriage. When the British cantonment was besieged by 
the insurgents, ho remained firm to English interests, and 
kepi the troops supplied with food and clothing. When the 
British officers and ladies were taken prisoners, Ali'Raza 
Khun made the greatest exertions to alleviate their sufferings 
and obtain their liberation. He paid to their keeper, Mahom¬ 
ed Shah Khan Ghilzai, five hundred rupees a month, besides 
bribing the subordinate officera to induce them to treat the 
prisoners well, and to allow his servants to convey to them 
clothes, money and provisions. Nor did his humanity end 
here. He ransomed and saved from slavery nearly one 
hundred Hindustani sepoys, and kept them secretly in big 
own house till the second British army entered Kabul. 

When Mahomed Akbar Khan had sent off the prisoners 
to Khulin by way of Hazara and Bamian, Ali Raza Khan, 
who possessed great hereditary influence in that country, per¬ 
suaded and bribed the Hazara Chiefs not to allow the captives 
to be conveyed to the hills, and he also sent his agent Murtoza 
Shah, with a large sum of money, to attempt to win over 
Saleh Mahomed Khan, who was in command of the escort. 
It was by Ida influence and by a lavish expenditure of hia 
money that the captives were enabled to make their escape 
and join the relieving army of General Pollock, When Akbar 
Klian advanced to attack that General, Ali Raza Khan won 
over the Kazulbash Chiefs to the side of the British, and they 
accordingly deserted Akbar Khan before the battle; and after 
his defeat their hostility made him fear to return to Kabul, 
and accordingly he fled through the hill country to Turkic tan. 
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Oq the retreat of the British forces to India, Ali Baza 
Khan accompanied thorn. His conduct lied excited the bitter 
hatred of Mahomed Akhar Khan and the Barakas, and his life 
was no longer safe in Kabul. His estates (worth Three lakhs of 
rupees) were confiscated, his houses razed to the ground, and 
with then*materials Akbar Khun built two houses for himself. 

Such is the dry detail of services the mast disinterested, 
noble and chivalrous, performed by AH Baza Elian. At the 
greatest personal risk, with the loss of his wealth, position, 
and ht-reditary estates, Ali Baza Khan stood bravely and alone 
in defence of the side to which he had promised allegiance. 
But he and his family have done good service to the 
English Government in India as well as in Afghanistan. 
During the Sntkj campaign he joined the British camp 
with his brothers and sixty horsemen of his tribe, many 
members of which had shared liis exile and fought in the 
battles of MinUri, Firozshahar and Sobraon, where four of 
■ fiftwara WBre ^iBetL He accompanied Major H. Lawrence 
to Kangra and Kashmir in 1846, and during the rebelHon 
of 1843-40 furnished one hundrc4 horsemen under the com¬ 
mand of Ids sister’s son, Slier Mahomed, for active service. 
In June 1357, when our need was greatest, Ali Baza Khan 
volunteered to raise a troop of horse for service before Delhi. 
This he did and, his own presence being desired at Lahore, 
he sent them under the command of Ids brothers Mahomed 
Roza Khan and Mahomed Taki Khun. r n raising this force 
he did nor, at a time when the Government was in want of 
every procurable rupee, apply for any pommkiy assistance. 
At bis own expense, and by the mortgage of his house and 
property in Lahore, he equipped the troop and sent with it, 
besides his brother, his nephews Abdula Khan, Mahomed* 

Hasan Khan, Mahomed 2aman Khan, Ghulam Hasan Kliau 
and Sher Mahomed Khan. Forming part of the celebrated 
“ Hodsou 3 HorEe >’’ tke tr *T raised by Ali Baza Klian served 
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throughout the campaign wherever that gallant corps was 
Scut, ami its gallantry was ever conspicuous. 

At Kl u i snig anji Alahomftd Taki Khan was slain, fighting 
bravely, after several mutineers had fallen by his hand 
Mahomed Razu Khan, the second brother of All Raza Khan, 
was among the bravest in liis fearless regiment. He wm 
twice wounded at Main and Hhamsabad, and had two horses 
shot under him; and in every place where blows were thick¬ 
ly est, there was the gallant Mahomed Razn Khan to he found, 
the campaign he received the first-class Order of Merit, 
theVtitle of Sardar Bahadur, and the grant of his pension of 
Es. V>0 in perpetuity. He died at Lucknow, whither he had 
goneVn leave, shortly afterwards. 

All Raza Khan was an Honorary Magistrate of l^ahore, 
justly possessinggreat influence in the city; influence winch he 
has alwt&js used for good. After his retirement from Kabul he 
received^* 1 pension of Rs. 300 per mensem, and his brother 
Mateie®Baa» Khan Es. 200 per mensem. After the mutinies 
he received a grant of a talukdari of one hundred and forty- 
seven villages inBaniich, Ouilh, worth Rs. 15,000 per annum. 
He also rdjgeived the title of Khan Bahadur; and hia nephews, 
above-menff’onfrdj who served so well during the mutinies, the 
title of SaMar Bahadar. He was created a Nawab in 1864, two 
years before his death. 

a/i Rasa Khan had three sons, the eldest of whom, 
NawAzish Aii Khan, was with Major G. Lawrence at Peshawar 
wfaea the Sikh troops mutinied in 1348, Ho remained with 
y > that officer to the last, and his fidelity cost him his house abti 
property at Peshawar. The third son, Kasar Ali Khan, is in 
charge of the Oudh estate. He has there been created an 
Honorary Assistant Commissioner, and his conduct lias given 
Complete satisfaction to the authorities. 

The title of Nawab passed to Ids son Xawazkh Alt Khan 
the present holder, on the death of Ali Euz& Khan in 186(5, 
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This gentleman has proved himself a worthy successor to his 
father. He has devoted his whole life to public interests and 
bus earned for himself in these days of peace and tranquillity 
a name that stands high on the list of Punjab nobles for 
honour and integrity. He was appointed an Honorary Assist¬ 
ant Commissioner in 1677. He lias held the appointment 
of President of the Lahore Municipal Committee for three 
years. In 1335 the Companionship of the Indian Empire was 
conferred upon him, and three years later he was created a 
Knight of the same Order. He was nominated an Additional 
Member of the Legislative Council ia 1387, and one yesr 
earlier he received, as a grant from Government, the proprie¬ 
tary rights in Bazh Tallinn, Lahore. / 

Thus, for fifty years Ali Kaza Khan and his family 
have served the British Government with a devotion [which 
has been as perfect as it has been disinterested. H/e was 
not by birth a British subject; but it would be iifficulfc 
throughout Hindustan to find u family, however bound to t.be 
English Government by gratitude or duty, which haJs, for its 
Bake, risked so nobly ami disinterestedly life and everything 
that can make life desirable. As long as the fifit Kabul 
campaign, with the greatest disaster that ever befel the 
British arms, is remembered; as long as the sorrows and the 
glories of 1857 are household words amongst us—so long should 
the name of Ali Baza Khan and his gallant family he remem¬ 
bered by all true Englishmen with gratitude and esteem. 

Noth- —TFic KjtBuJlsHjh still iKissesi j^teue mtfmmre in TvibaL, whore thnj 
u-i mt’c-r &3 clu &,0iXI or 1&,Q0G. Th^y Inh/ibii, a asepAftLe f|lifl.fter Iv lb* HQMlk * weal of 
inie dfy ( FOTjBfl|^j I, known by the tiruna of duidot The present Miniat-er 

in. Kiit u| (MustauB) fi ii Kc^.i'llmit ; the tdm-f tilQcscg are lilted by members of tb<$ 
tribte ; anil tiki? ui jthrr of Dual fiitneolf waj n. ]ndT of this tribe-. This 

Bbali of fiit'nTti Sn s=.=ist3 to be now Eobn^^iioy with the KamltuLili f&otiiJH to weaken 
the Kabtd GuvttrnnumU—{Girtrrisf—L 8 */ 4 .? 

Kamlbiuh | ^jJ i ^ m 1 red-hnail * ia of Tilfti iblritftttiirtL, ami by a^nta ia sm4 

tahHTe strE^ti From the red w ru by the |fi Sbekll HilHar hv Tam- 

siTlaEie, D'Herbeloc, bw^pr, in bi-i Qr^wfafr, pubtSaktil in U&7\ eiales 

eihl the DJMu&Or i|imiJed with lamail* fmaijilef- uF ii Jiea of kin.trs who reipiled in 
Fpnn SW A. Hr, who canttnitaikd his EuiLiiie-H to wmr a ret! cap, aroiiDii wbicb a e sti'-'T 
aA iwfetmr fo tid wits bosinil nt hcmoisr iteii in rernumbranES of the twelre lmatnl + Lise 
SHitCeiSOri yF Aai, troso wLdhj bt pifaffrlPSil iti hart; 
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but Lis interests compelled him to serve, like Samson, the 
Philistines he bated- He was not without hi=s own notions 
of fidelity, and would stand by a friend as long as he could 
do so with safety to himself. Even when he deserted him, 
it waa more from fear of danger to bis wealth and influ¬ 
ence than from personal fear, for Baja Dku Nath was 
physically brave, and also possessed, in an eminent degree, 
moral courage, though it did not lead him to do right, re¬ 
gardless of consequences. As a financier, the policy of the 
Raja was intelligent and liberal, and he readily appreciated 
the advantages of the new system of taxation introduced by 
the English. He possessed immense local knowledge, and 
us vast a capacity for work; though, from his desire /of 
keeping power in his own hands, he sometimes retarded/in¬ 
stead of advancing business. He was an accomplished/man 
of the world, courteous and considerate; well educated, though 
nothing of a scholar; and in conversation wiLh Europeans, 
he would express himself with a boldness and apparent can¬ 
dour, that were as pleasant as they are unusual in Asiatics. 

Raja Dina Nath should not be judged li^rsbly. His 
faults would be still considered in some European countries 
as diplomatic virtues. Among the Sikh baronS who stood 
around the throne of the young Maharaja Dalip Singh, there 
was not one who honestly Laboured for his count??* or who 
would have made the smallest sacrifice to save her. If Baja 
Dina Nath was uot more honest than his contampofiries, he 
was, at least, more patriotic. 

1 he family of Raja Dina Nath came originally from 
Kashmir, where, in the reign of Shah Johan, some members 
of it held office about the court. It was not till the reign of 
Mahomed Shah that Lnchi Bam, the eldest son of Bishan 
Nath, left Kashmir for Lahore, where he obtained, employ¬ 
ment. Soon after he went to Dellti, whither he summoned 
his younger brother Har Das, and later to Lucknow, where 
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he chiefly resided, Eii! son Diln Ram entered the service of 
the \ a web of Ourlb, but was compelled to leave from some 
court intrigue. Me then went into the English service, and 
was proceeding with the army to Mysore in 1791 when lie 
was taken ill and died. Dina Nath, whose father Bakht Mai 
had held a subordinate civil appointment at Dehli, was invit¬ 
ed to the Panjab in IS15 hy Diwan Manga Ram, a near 
connection, who was then head of the State office at Lahore. 
On his arrival he was placed in the same office, and very 
soon distinguished himself by his intelligence and business¬ 
like habits. He first attracted the notice of Ran jit Singh 
after the capture of Multan, in ISIS, when he made out the 
lists of those entitled to rewards with great rapidity and 
clearness, He shortly afterwards adjusted the accounts of 
the province of Multan, which die first Nazim, Snkli Dayal, 
hud thrown into great confusion. In 1826, when Ganga Ram 
died, he received charge of the Royal Seal, and in 1834, on 
the death of Bhawani Dus, he was made head of the Civil 
and Finance office; and in 1838 ho received the honorary 
title of Diwan. Ranjit Singh had the greatest confiflKice in 
Dina JFatil's judgment, imd Ins influence during the latter 
years of the Maharaja's reign was very groat. He was 
coils ultcd on every occasion of importance, and received 
jagirs in the Amritsar, Binanngar and Kasnr districts to 
the value of Rs. 9,900. During the time of Maharaja Kbnrak 
Singh and Nao Nahal Singh, Diwan Dina Hath retained his 
Office, find received new jagirs, and Maharaja Slier Singh 
treated him with the same consideration. He was one of 
those in immediate attendance on the Maharaja * when he 
was assassinated by the Sindhanwalias, and when Raja Hira 

* BiTraii Dina Ninth. ^aa simnhng. inunitilEaJfcly behind Sintlj whva 

tbe Sisa4JnLDWnliiyi entered tint flfukrcinetiL Eli vniqJd, in nJl probnEitiitT, h'nrn-L-on 
wonnrled (jr by th* ikoi which kilbd the Jin ham ja, had h be \Ub* T a 

SioctfcwifPaliik Waki] t wlm wai lh lh& pfcrt, <lnwb Lim.aside prelttndm^ to hart; 
lEtin^ iasportailt to cemiEnJikale td him* 
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Singh rose to power he had no mono zealous adherent than 
the Diwim. When Hira Singh had quarrelled, or had pre¬ 
tended to quarrel, with his uncle Raja Gulab Singh, the 
Diwatt was sent in com puny with Filial Ram Singh and 
SliL'kli Imamudin to Jamd to arrange matters with the 
Raja, and their mission was completely successful. They 
returned, bringing with them as a hostage Hi an Sohon Singh, 
the son of Raja Gulab Singh, who was murdered with his 
cousin Hira Singh not long afterwards. On Hira Singh's death, 
Jawahir Singh, the debauched and contemptible brother of 
Hahnrani Jindan, obtained the chief power, but Diwan Dina 
Nath still held office* 

After the murder of Prince Pashora Singh, the troops 
rose in mutiny and decided to kill Sardar Jawahir Singh, 
who had been the instigator of it. The Sardar was much 
alarmed, prepared the fort for defence, and on the 10th Sep¬ 
tember sent Diwan Dina Nath, Atar Singli Kaliaiiwnla and 
Fakir Nurudin to conciliate the troops. The mission was 
only received with scorn, and Atar Singh and Dina Nath 
were kept prisoners in camp. K^re they were detained till 
the 22nd, the day after the murder of Jawahir Singh, when 
the soldiery, over whom the Rani had still much influence, re¬ 
leased them that they might soothe her violent grief; and 
they accompanied her back to the fort, Jawahir Singh was 
burnt with his fonr wives the same evening, and Diwan 
Pina Nath was present on the part of the Mahomni. The 
unfortunate women who were to bum with the body were 
shamefully treated by the soldiery, who stripped them of 
their jewels and tore their nose-rings away. A Sail ia a 
sacred object among Hindus, and Iter last words are consider¬ 
ed prophetic. At the feet of these women, Dina Nath and 
others fell down, asking for their blessings. The Satis 
blessed him, the Makar ani and her son, but cursed ike Sikh 
army. When asked the fate of the Punjab, they answered 
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that daring that year jfchis conn try would lose its independ¬ 
ence and the Khalsa. would be overthrown; that the wives of 
the Sikh soldiers would be widows, but that the Maharaja and 
his mother would live long and happily. The words were 
remarkable ; though, in truth, it did not require a prophet 
to tell that the Sikh army was rushing on its destruction. 
After this, Diwan Dina Nath clearly perceived that, while 
the army remained aa powerful and lawless as it then was, 
there was no safety for Mm or for any man who filled a con* 
spicnous position ; and with Baja Lai Singh, whose motives 
were similar to big own, and the Maharimi, who longed to 
avenge her brother's death, ho began to encourage in the 
army a desire for a war with the English, from which the 
conspirators hoped it would never return. Reports were 
industriously circulated tending to in flam a the minds of the 
soldiers. The English, it was said, were determined to tnko 
advantage of the disordered state of the Panjab to overrun 
the country. The red coats were pouring up from Bengal, 
regiment after regiment, and some were even then preparing 
to cross the batlaj. \Y Iiqti the passions of the troops were 
sufficiently inflamed, a great Council was called at Shnlamnr 
early in November, and here the Diwan made an address so 
eloquent, artful and impassioned, that all present unanimous¬ 
ly declared For war. I 1 be result of that war is well known ; 
and Diwan Dina Nath is next seen signing the Treaty of the 
9th of March 1846, by which the fairest portion of the 
Panjab was ceded to the English. Although the sentiments 
of Diwan Dina Nath with regard to the presence of tho 
English at Lahore were well known, he was too wise to show- 
much outward dissatisfaction : indeed he was anxious for the 
English to remain till the Government was strong enough to 
stand without external assistance. When in May 1046 the 
fort of Knngra held out, and the Agent of the Governor- 
General had gone there in person to superintend operations, 
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Dina Nath was ordered to follow film to in dace the garrison, 
i! possible, to listen to reason* In old days, Rimjit Singh 
Lad ordered the garrison never to open the gat os to any one 
except to himself in person, Dina Nath, Fakir Azizudin or 
lliaar Beli Ram ; but on the present occasion the Diwan’s 
influence, or desire to use it, was not very strong, and it was 
not till a fortnight after be came that the fort surrendered. 
The arrival of heavy siege gums from tho plains had, perhaps, 

more to do with the surrender than the persuasions of Diwan 
Dina Nath. 

When Raja Lai Singh, Wazir, was tried for treason in 
December 1846, Diwan Dina Nath defended him on the part 
of the Darbar with skill and energy, though in the face of 
most criminating facts. On his deposition the powers of Gov¬ 
ernment were vested, as a temporary measure, in Hardnr Tej 
Singh, Sardar Sher Singh, Fakir Narudin and Diwan Dina 
Nath, and soon after four other influential Chiefs wore added 
to the number, constituting, under the authority of the 
Governor General, a Council of Regency. Tho most able 
Member of the Council was undoubtedly Diwan Dina Nath ; 
asd Hi though his position, as head of thdv Financial Depart¬ 
ment, gave him great opportunities of enriching himself at 
the public expense, which there is every reason to believe be 
availed himself of, he still worked more disinterestedly than 
L>t hers, and was of very great service to the Evident at Lahore. 
Without his clear head and business-like hs&fcH it would liava 
heen almost impossible to disentangle ihe parbar accounts ; 
and after the annexation of the Panjab, tlio Di wan's aid in 
revenue and jagir matters was almost as ya! liable as before. 
The Diwan was not a popular man at this time. The retrench¬ 
ments which the lavish expenditure of the late Ministries had 
rendered imperative were very distaste Fu| to the Sikh gar- 
dars and soldiery, and the Diwan with 1 Senior Tej Singh 
came in for his full share of odium. In N ovember 1847 the 
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Dlwan was raised to the dignity of Raja of Kolanaur. The 
fallowing is the honorary title he received on the occasion : 
.'biwtref w« ayalai^ doetyak ; Kluitt 1 a mletik-i-daula t~i-aUa ) 
d^unat'lar, m&sit ir-i-i'Aes, uutd&r»til~mnJutvi. He received at 
the same time a jagir o£ Rs. 20,000 from the I lata of Kalarmur. 
Id April 184S the Multan Nazira, Diwan Mulraj, rebelled. 
In September 1346 Diwan Dina Nath had been sent by the 
Darbar to bring Mulraj to Lahore; and it was principally by 
his means that a satisfactory arrangement was made with 
the Nazim, who did not, however, cease to intrigue with tlio 
Ministry, ami especially with Raja Dina Nath, for a modi¬ 
fication in the terras of his agreement, up to the commence¬ 
ment of 1843* On the first news of the outbreak reaching 
Lahore, Raja Dina Nath was ordered, on the part of the 
Darbar, wirh Sardar Atar Singh Kalianwala, the Commander 
of the Irregular troops, to Mol tan, hut was soon afterwards 
recalled. When Sardar Chntar Singh Atari wain had turned 
traitor, and the mission of Sardar Jhands Singh Batalin to 
reclaim him had failed, the Resident sent Raja Dina Nath to 
endeavour to influence him. This mission failed as signally 
as the former one, for Sardar Cbatar Singh, backed by the 
Sikh nation, had determined to try once mure the fortune of 
War. Some there wore who said that Raja Dina Nath was a 
traitor at heart; that he had himself encouraged the rising ; 
and that, Lad ho not been a wealthy man with houses and 
gardens and many lakhs of rupees in Lahore, convenient f or 
confiscation, he would have joined the rebels without hesita¬ 
tion. But these stories were, perhaps, invented by his enemies. 
Certain it is that, on his being recalled to Lahore, he zealously 
carried out the wishes of the authorities in confiscating the 
property of the rebels and in counteracting their schemes. 

After the annexation of the Panjab, Raja Dina Nath was 
confirmed in all his jagirs, worth Rs. 46,400 annually, which 
ho held till his death in 1857. His eldest son Amar Nath 
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received during hia father’s life a cash pension of Rs. ) ,200* 
Oa the Raja’s death this was raised to Rs. 4,000, and on Anar 
Katii’s death his pension was resumed and Ins aon received a 
jagir of Rs„ 4,000, to descend in. perpetuity according to the 
rules of primogeniture. Atnn r Nath was not on good terms 
with his father, who during the Satin] campaign had caused 
him to be removed from the pay masters hip of the Irregular 
forces. After the Raja s death Amar Natli refused to take 
any portion of Ins property, which accordingly went to the 
younger son, Naranjan Is ath. The Raja had, however made a 
will leaving all hia personal property to Naranjan, his favour¬ 
ite son. 

Amur Nath was a man of considerable ability. He was, 
perhaps, the most classical poet in the Pimjab/aud some of 
his sonnets are of great beauty. In 18-18 bo published a 
history of the reign of Ranjit Singh. This work, though too 
elaborate in style for European taate, is undoubtedly the most 
valuable and interesting that any native author has produced 
since the annexation of the Punjab. 

Diwan Kidar Nath, the Raja’s brother, was for many 
years a servant of the Lahore State, He received the title of 
Diwau from Mauilrilja* Dalip Singh, and on annexation, re¬ 
ceived a life pension of Ra. (1,000. He died in 1850 leaving 
two sons, the elder of whom, Badri Nath, was a Member of 
Council in the service of the Maharaja of Jamq. 

Pran Nath, the second son, was Tahsildar of Sowrian, 
and when the Talisil establishment was moved to Ajnala he 
was transferred there. He was at Ajnala in 1857, and on the 
31st of July about 500 disarmed sepoys of the 20th N. L 
which had mutinied at Lahore the day before, and had com¬ 
mitted four murders, arrived on the left bank of the Ravi 
near Balghat and prepared to cross the river, Pran Nath 
collected the villagers and the police, and attacked the 
mutineers with vigour, and killed some 150 of them. The 
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Deputy Commission or of Amritsar, with Sardar Jodh Singh, 
arrived soon afterwards, and the remaining mutineers, who 
had retired to an island in the river, wera captured and 
executed ; an act of vigour which saved the country from a 
great danger, Pran Nath died in I860 leaving two sons, who 
are now under the care of their uncle at Jamu. 

Raja Dina Nath built at, his own expense a Shivala 
{temple to Shiva) near the Police Court in the city of Lahore, 
and alienated for its support a jagir of Ra. 500, which is still 
maintained in perpetuity. Another Shiva!a he built near the 
Wazir Khan Mosque, Ho constructed a large tank at great 
cost near the temple of Acliintbhawani Davi in the Kangra 
district, and another tank at Davipur near Sh ala mar, with a 
large building for priests and travellers. He also rebuilt, 
and endowed with the two villages Kotin and Chubshal, worth 
Ra. 2,200, the shrine of Mansa Ram Razdan, hi a spiritual 
teacher, and a great Hindu. Saint, much venerated by Kash¬ 
miris, who died about 40 years ago. The grant is maintained 
in perpetuity. 

Diwan Amar Nath died in 1807 leaving two sons, Diwan 
Ram Nath and Pandit Man Nath. The father’s fall pension 
of Rs. 4,000 has been continued to Diwan Ram Nath, with 
option to exchange the same for a jagir holding. It has been 
ruled that the maintenance will in any ca3e take the form of 
a jagir upon the death of the present holder. 

Diwan Ram Nath has been serving under the Punjab Gov¬ 
ernment since 1863. He was appointed an Extra Assistant 
Commissioner in 1869 and an Extra Judicial Assistant in 1832. 
Upon the introduction of the reorganized judicial scheme in 
1884, he was selected by Sir Charles Aitchison for a District 
Judgeship in the higher ranks of the Panjab Commission* 
This office he is now holding in the Jalandhar district. Ho 
has succeeded to his father's position on the Viceregal Darbar 
List, and is a Fellow of the Panjab University. He enjoys mi 
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Income o£ about. Re. 16,000 per annum, made up of salary and 
family allowances* He married in 18So a daughter of the 
late Pandit Kidar Nath of Delhi, at one time Tahailtlar of 
Ajuak in Amritear ; and has a son, Enina Nath, born in 1876, 
and a daughter married to Pandit Suraj Narain, nephew of 
Pandit Ratan Lai, Sub*Judge of Banda. 

His younger brother Pandit Man Nnth was born in I860. 
He married in 1871 a daughter of the late Pandit MotiLal, 
Extra Assistant Commissioner. He acts as Private Secre¬ 
tary to his relative Diwan Janld Nath, late Governor of 
Kashmir* Hu Is a good English and Persian scholar, having 
graduated at the Panjab Uni verity and passed the examina¬ 
tion for Pleaders in the North-West Provinces* 

liaja Dina Nath's second son, Naranjan Nath, has two 
sons, Man Kamoshar Nath, bom in 1864, and Brij Mohan 
Nath, born in 1870* The former has married the daughter 
of Pandit AjndhiaNatli, an Honorary Magistrate in Lucknow, 
and the latter a daughter of Pandit Hirde Narain, Munsif in 
the Punjab. 

Prnn Nath, Bon of Diwan Kidar Nath, died in 1864 
leaving two sons, Janld Nath and Arjan Nath, who are now 
with their uncle Diwan Badri Nath, a high official in the ser¬ 
vice of the Maharaja of Jamu. Both -on* hold appointments 
under the Maharaja, 

Diwan Badri Nath lma two sons. The elder, Hirde Nath, 
has no employment. The second son, Man Mohan Nath, a 
minor, has been adopted by his first cousin, Janld Nath. 
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Sliekh Ujala, of the Kalal tribe, was a Mtinahi in the 
Service of Sardar Bliup Singh of Hushiarpur. Ilis son Ghulam 
Mohaiudin, when very young, attracted the attention of 
Divan Aloti Ram, son of the celebrated General Mob bam 
Chand, who placed him in attendance on his second son. Shiv- 
doyal. Here he soon became a man of importance, and man* 
aged all the affairs of Shivdayal, whose two brothers. Ram 
Dnyal and Kirpa Bam, also favoured the young man and 
advanced his interests. 

In 1323, when Alahomed Azirn Khun of Kabul had 
marched to Peshawar to attack the Sikhs, Ran jit Singh 
mshed, if possible, to induce the Afghans to retire without 
fighting. Karpa Rain put Ghnhnn Mohaiudin forward as 
well-suited to carry on the negotiation, and he accordingly 
Imught over the ‘ Fir, 1 or spiritual adviser of Mahomed Azim 
Khan, who persuaded the Sardar to retire to protect his 
family and treasure at Afichni, which the Sikhs intended to 
seize. Tar Mahomed Khan, brother of Mahomed Azim Khan, 
was also under Sikh influence, and the result was tliat the 
Afghan army was hastily broken up, and retired in confusion 
upon Afichni and Jalalabad* Alabaraja Han jit Singh took 
possession of Peshawar, and, not thinking it wise io-remain 
there long, divided the territory between Mahomed ban 
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and Dost Mahomed Elian, and returned to Lahore. Before he 
left-, Ghulam Mohaiudin was sent on a miss ion to Mahomed 
Azim Elian, on the part of the Maharaja. He told the 
Sardar of the capture of Peshawar, and its delivery to the 
brothers who had betrayed him; and the news so affected the 
Chief with mortification and anger, that he fell ill and died 
twenty-two days later. 

In 1827 Shekh Glrnlnm Mohaiudin accompanied hiE 
patron Ear pa ham to Eashmir, where the latter had been 
appointed Governor, The Shekh became sole agent for 
Ear pa Earn, and he exercised his power with £reat cruelty 
and tyranny. In 1831, when, through the enmity of Raja 
Dhian Singh, Karpa Ram was recalled, Ghulatn Mohaiudin 
wag also summoned to Lahore, fined and imprisoned. But, 
later in the same year, he again proceeded to Kashmir as Agent 
and Lieutenant of Prince Slier Singh, who had been nominated 
to succeed Karpa Ram. The Prince knew little of business, 
and the Shekh acquired more power than ever, which ho 
used more ruthlessly than before. The people cried out 
bitterly against his oppression, and, to add to their distress, 
Kashmir was in 1832 visited by famine. The Shekh was 
again recalled to Lahore and fined. He protested against 
the amount of the fine, which he said he could never pay ; 
and the Maharaja directed Misar Rup Lai to confiscate hia 
property at Hushinrpnr, There was found concealed no less 
than nine and a half lakhs of rupees. Vainly the Shekh 
swore that this was money accumulated by his father in the 
service of Sardar Bhup Singh; but Ranjit Singh well knew 
that the little Sardar had never seen a lakli of rupees in 
his life, and that the treasure had been wrung from the 
starving Kashmiris. He confiscated the whole, and fined the 
Shekh Rs. 25,000 besides. 

Ghnlam Mohaiudin remained for some time out of 
employment, till Bind Ram Singh, wishing to have a friend 
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about the person of ftao Xahal Singh with ability sufficient 
to counteract, the influence of liis enemy, Diwnn Hakim Rai, 
placed him in the service of the Prince. Here lie rapidly 
became a great favourite; and he accompanied the Prince to 
Peshawar and became his chief fiscal Minister- In 1830 he 
was made Governor of the Jalandhar Doflb, and in the hot 
season of the nest year was sent with General Ventura to 
subdue the Rajputs of Mamli. The progress of the troops waa 
alow and, in .September 1340, Sardar A jit Singh Sin dim n- 
walia was sent to their assistance with an additional force, 

When Nao Nairnl Singh was killed on the hth Novem¬ 
ber, the Shekh was still in the hills ; but he quickly returned 
to Lahore and espoused the cause of Mai Chand Kaur, 
mother of the deceased Prince. When Slier Singh ascended 
the throne, the Shekh excused his opposition to him on the 
ground of fidelity to his lute master, and so convinced Slier 
Singh of his sincerity that, ou the arrival of the news of 
the murder of General Mian Singh, Governor of Kashmir, 
by his own men on the 17th April 1841, the Shekh was 
appointed to succeed him. He immediately left for Kashmir, 
and liis sou Imamndin Khan vta< summoned from Mundi 
to take charge of the Jalandhar Doab. 

Raja Gultib Singh was sent with Ghulam Mohuiudin to 
restore order in Kashmir. The former had his hill troops; 
the latter the Jalandhar levies, chiefly M» home dan. The 
Hazara hoops and the Afghans of Pakhli and Dhouitaur 
who had revolted were, after some fighting, reduced to sub* 
mission, and lastly the Kashmir mutineers were defeated 
and disbanded. The Shekh, who wrm Governor more on the 
part of Raja Gutab Singh than of the Lahore State, raised 
new regiments, consisting partly of hill Rajputs, subjects of 
Galab Singh, and partly of Mahomed sins. Being himself a 
Mabomedan, the Sikh authority in Kashmir depended thence¬ 
forward very much on the fidelity of Raja Gidab Singh. 
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The Ip he! in" man in the bill country was Sultan Zabar- 
dost Khan, Raja of Nlinsafarnbad. Hie capital, nt which a 
small Sikh garrison was stationed, was on the road from 
Hazara into Kashmir. He was a man well disposed to the 
Lahore Government, in favour with Slier Singh, and had 
done good service in putting down the mutiny in Kashmir. 
This Chief, about two months after Slier Singh’s death, was 
treacherously seized, while at prayers in a mosque, by Ghulam 
Mokniudin, imprisoned and his jagira confiscated. 

At the same time disputes arose between Gulab Singh 
and his nephew Hira Singh, and the former used every 
means to attach the people of Kashmir and tlia hills to him¬ 
self. In this he partially succeeded; and at all events he 
showed the hill Chiefs and Mahomedan population their own 
Strength and the Sikh weakness so dearly that they deter¬ 
mined to make a stand on their own account. Accordingly, 
in August 1844, Ha hi bn In Khan of Pakhli attacked the Sikh 
garrison of Khori; but Ghulam Mohaiudin sent five hundred 
men to its relief, who defeated the insurgents and slew their 
leader. Soon after this. Raja Sultan Khan of Khori, joined by 
a son of Habibula Khan and other bill Chiefs, attacked and 
reduced Khori, and in October marched to Muzufnrabad and 
attacked the forts. Ghulam Mohajudin sent nearly all Ida 
bifeh troops to the relief of the garrison; but they were attack- 
edVand defeated by the insurgents, who burnt the town and 
killed such of their Sikh prisoners who would not adopt the 
Unhfcmrdnii faith. The son of Raja Zabardast Khan and the 
Rajas of Dobkcla and I ri now joined the insurgents, who 
became so strong that, in November, they seized Rnramula 
mid occupied the parguna of Saupur, within a short march of 
the capital. 

Ghulam Ifohaiudin now' first informed the Court of 
Lahore of the insurrection. General Gulab Singh Poviudia, 
then on his way to Peshawar, was ordered to advance Into 
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Kashmir with his troops. Reinforcements were also sent 
by way of Punch and Jan#, but those sent by Raja Gulab 
yiugh soon halted, Lhe depth, of the snow being the excuse ; 
but the real reason was that the Raja did not wish to co¬ 
operate heartily till he had secured some advantages for hirn- 
&e If; a retention of the salt mine leases ; the re -possess ion of 
Hazara; and the restoration to f stout of Chiefs, like Chatar 
Singh Atari wain, who in the late quarrel had espoused his 
cause. 

The troops that marched by way of Punch were com¬ 
manded by Imomudm Khan, son of Gindina ilohaiudln. 
This young man, though he had served in the Deraj at under 
Prince Nao Kahal Singh, had never been in action, and had 
no military reputation. Ho joined the Kashmir expedition 
with the greatest reluctance, and only consented to go on the 
understanding that no Sikh troops were to accompany him, 
for he was bated by them aa the murderer * of Bind Gur- 
mukh Singh and Misar Beli Raul. 

In the meantime Kashmir had been entirely overran 
by the insurgents, and Gulam Mohaiudin was shut up in 
the fort of Hari Parbat. The Mahomedon troops had revolt¬ 
ed, the hill Rajas were all up in arms, and the Sikhs found 
they had their most difficult conquest to make over again. 

Among the Yusufzais of Pakhli and Dhamtaur, and the 
tribes of Kliaka and Bhamba, the insurrection waa a religious 
one, and a man came forward calling himself the Khalifa or 

* A Tier tbr lU'ntcoetiurt f.F the K mdfciAii* 1 *] irti, lltijn Hint S-ingh nrrcs:a4 
BhtiX Gtlttnotb Miaur Jtoli Ham ami h la brother Ham Kifllmn, and mad* 

them to InartHioiliB Eliun, who eonfiiiH them in th* siabJfcfl. Adjoining hiJ house ^ 

(tmi here, A few days Inter, tber WEre nil thm tinutfcntf. 

Qhni Rernmkb SiOsh was an m^tLera?* • i nginy uf Jtnjii Bkim Sinsfli. t&.! nt? 
pti3 3-|.E-Lie can he fek at ~FUja Him* Smjjb desiring hrs death j bat Misar Beli Hum and 
b. L i Wth*r + though oppoaod Ettptffaj to Uhlan BinRh 1 wore hannlBas inett, and rerj 
fonemUy bfduTed. Their decub wnfl lArhAtona nmi Eiitieceiiary. Rnp LaJ, 

who bad been HmfJlfljod lu 15&S to wrafLaryr# the property of Giibim MdEtaiitdin, 
imR3 brother of Mlaar Belt Banii. By the hiditW &f tho latter it was a .apposed 
lbet tbo rt¥ei]|js of the Skekfes, rather than that uSf Eajn Ulrft £iogh, wai 
pdiifiAii 
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vicar of the Snyad, * and was joined by till the fierce popula¬ 
tion m the attack upon Hazara and Kashmir, 

The force of Gulak Singh Povindirt and Diwtin Mulrajt 
at length advanced to Muzafariibad and relieved, the garrison. 
It. then marched into the valley, and after some severe fight¬ 
ing the insurgents were defeated. Raja Zabnrdnst Khan was 
reinstated at Muziditnihad, and the neighbouring Rajas were 
made subordinate to him. In February 1845 Shekh Ghulam 
Muhaiudin tided to open negotiations with the English Gov¬ 
ernment, to which he tendered his allegiance and that of 
Raja Rahim ula Khan of Rajaori. IIis proposals were rejected i 
and soon afterwards he died* it is believed, from poison, anti 
his son Tmnmudin Khan, wdio was in Kashmir at the time, 
succeeded him as Governor. 

The Shekka (as the father and son were called) had 
neither family nor influence, and were useful to the Lahore 
State, chiefly as l>eiug unscrupulous collectors of revenue. 
Their names are not remembered with any affection cither 
in Kashmir or m the Jalandhar Dotib. They were hated by 
the Sikhs, and this was considered ns a guarantee for their 
fidelity; but both father and son had a natural genius for 
treason and intrigue, which no considerations of prudence 
could overcome. 

Imamndin Khnu was Governor of Kashmir when that 
province was made over to Maharaja Gulab Singh by the 
Treaty of the Ifitb March 1840. This transfer was not 
popular at Lahore, and to Raja Lai Singh, the Minister, it 
was especially distasteful, for Gulab Singh bad always been 
his rival and enemy. He accordingly sent instructions to 
Itnntnndin Kb an to oppose the Maharaja, and directed the 

* Sajad Ahmad, wliu wflj declaim] and ilftin hy Shnr Btugh aml General Veuiura 
m l&il. ilia i’S^EnrcTa (wlif! lLt^ j nUTtenFoi tail oy<ar (nilea) aaaisrr^ that the riveralu-ank 
bact to aid his pa inti npnn Id* ^rauim^ and Out ho would eei>] T r^r 

|e&d them rictnry, 'Hi* but aloud wliu mode in Puthli and Dhnmtnnr. 

+ IL vrau Mfllnij win GarBfuiar !,■£ iljfiarjtu, and. muit not k confntmiFi-J ojfh Gitnyfi 
Unlr^j, CottrQDf tif M Lilian. 
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troop 3 to obey the Bhekh implicitly. Imamu din Khan was 
willing enough to comply. He was very rich, and he under¬ 
stood that the success of the Maharaja signified not only the 
end of his exactions, but also the rigid scrutiny of his accounts 
by his declared enemies. It was popularly reported at this time 
that the family possessed from seventy lakhs to two crores of 
rupees; and although this was doubtless an exaggeration, yet 
it is certain that the father and son bad amassed an immense 
fortune during their occupation of Kashmir and Jalandhar. 

It is possible that Imamudin Khan, misapprehending the 
motives of the British Government, imagined that by the pay¬ 
ment of a huge sum of ready money he might be allowed to 
retain Kashmir as Viceroy, and with this object was ready to 
carry out the instructions of Raja Lai Singh and make a 
prolonged resistance to show his own power and resources. 
But, whatever were the reasons for his conduct, he disregard¬ 
ed the peremptory orders of the Durbar to evacuate the 
province; he induced by bribes ninny of the Maharaja’s 
troops to join his standard; and with the assistance of Fakir- 
ula Khan, son of Raja Rahimnla Khan of Iiajaori and other 
hill Chiefs, he retained possession of the greater part of the 
country until a large force was sent from Lahore against him. 

Tt was not until the army hud reached the border of the 
Kashmir valley that the Shekh, seeing further opposition to 
be useless , came into Colonel Lawrence^ camp at Than a and 
surrendered himself. Hu then gave up two letters and an 
address to the troops serving under him, which, he stated, 
contained the instructions of Raja Lai Singh, and in obedience 
to whicli he had acted. Although the sentiments of the 
Minister towards Gulab Singh were notorious, it was thought 
hardly conceivable that he should have been foolish enough 
to put his signature to these treasonable documents ; but on 
the return of the force to Lahore he was brought to trial, 
Tlu- authenticity of both the letters and the address to the 
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troops was fully proved, and Lai Singh, convicted of deliberate 
treason, was deposed from the Wazarat and banished to 
Agra. Sliekk linamudin Khan, though a willing party to the 
treason, was pardoned, and his Lahore estates which, with 
his other property in that city had been confiscated, were 
restored to him. 

The generous treatment he received seems to have made 
a favourable impression upon Imaniudiu, and in 1848, when 
almost all were traitors to their Government, he remained 
faithful, though great efforts were made by the leaders of the 
rebellion to gain him to their side. In June 1848, with two 
thousand newly-raised troops, he marched to Multan to co¬ 
operate with the force of Lieutenant (the late Sir Herbert) 
Edwardes. Both he and his men behaved well, and distinguish¬ 
ed themselves in several actions with the rebels. When peace 
was restored he received, as a reward for his services, the title 
of Nawab and a life cash pension of Rs, 11,600; and his jagir 
of Rs. 8,400 was confirmed to him. In 1857 he raised, tinder 
the orders of Government, two troops of cavalry for service 
at Delhi. He died in March 1859, aged 40, leaving one son, 
Shekli Ghulam Mahhub Subhani, born in 1942. 

In 1862, at the recommendation of the Pan jab Govern¬ 
ment, the Supreme Government sanctioned Rs. 5,600 of jagirs 
of Ghulam Makbub Subhani being upheld In perpetuity; 
It 3 . 2,800 to lapse at livs death. He had two sons, who died 
in their infancy. He lives at Lahore, but takes no part in 
public affairs. 

His uncle Shekh Firwdin obtained the Talisfldnr&hip of 
Muzaffargarh in 1866. Five years later his services were 
transferred to the Bahawalpur Slate and he was appointed 
Collector of Minchinabad. lie became a Session* Judge in 
a few years, and in 1878 was selected for the high post of 
Wasdr, In recognition of Ids eminent services in the Baha¬ 
walpur State, the Panjab Government conferred upon him 



LAHORE DISTRICT. 


4? 


the title of Honorary Extra Assistant Commissioner, This 
was in 1878- He died two years later. His son Kasiradin 
is an Extra Assistant Commissioner in llie Panjab. 

Mention may l>e made of Shekh Sandhe Khan, second 
cousin of Nawab Imamudin Khan, under whom lie aeted as 
Lieutenant in the Multan war and did excellent service which 
wa-s duly recognized by government. Shekh Sandlie Khan 
was appointed an Honorary Magistrate of Lahore in 1878, 
and performed the duties of his office for fifteen years. He 
died in 1888. He received a grant in 1885 of two thousand 
acres of land in Tahsil Pak Patan, Montgomery, which is now 
being gradually brought under cultivation. 
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Li the Sikh polity there is a close union between the 
Church and the State, said from the time that the Sikh sect 
grew into a nation, the voice of Fakirs, Bahaa and Bkais has 
ever been loud in its councils. One of the most influential of 
the religious families at the Court of Lahore was llmt of Bhni 
Charon jit Singh. 

The first of the family to acrjiura the title of Bhai was 
Bulaka Singh, a follower of Unni Govind Singh. When the 
Gum retired to Abchalanagar in the Deccan in 1707, he 
directed Bulaka to go to Lahore, where he would be married. 
Bulaka was upwards of fifty, and did not consider himself u 
good match ; but he did as lie had been ordered, and at Lahore 
a Sikh offered him his daughter in marriage, saying that the 
Guru had instructed him to do so in a dream. Ilulakn Singh 
could not refuse, a nil three eons were the issue of the marri¬ 
age, Basil, Bahai and Molak. 
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Basfci Ram was bom in 1 4 08, and from an early age devot* 
ed himself to the study of medicine. Re soon became known 
for Us skill and for the sanctity of hia life. Re was much 
consulted by the Bhangi Chiefs, who held Lahore during the 
Latter half of the eighteenth century j and Ranjit Singh, who 
conquered that city three years before the death of the Bhai, 
in 1802, had the greatest respect for him. Ills prophecies 
'were said to lie always fulfilled, and his prayers answered ; 
and lie was the fortunate possessor of a purse which replen¬ 
ished itself, and which it was impossible to empty. But, with¬ 
out crediting tho fables* related of the Bhai, he undoubtedly 
had great influence at Lahore, and, like priests in other coun¬ 
tries, probably used his knowledge of natural science to in¬ 
crease hia religious reputation. Bhai Molak Ram, the young¬ 
est brother of Boat! Ram, died when a child. Bhai Sahai 
lived to a great age, but lie was a recluse, entirely devoted to 
religion, and did not marry. He died in 17D3. 

Bhai Harbhaj Rai used during his father’s life-time to 
come to Court, wliero he was received by the Maharaja with 
the greatest respect. Ho had, like his father, studied medicine, 
and was reputed to be a very skilful doctor. Basti Ram had 
never accepted any jagii*; but Harbhaj was not so scrupulous, 
and in 1804 ho received the village of Mo Hawaii, worth 
Rs. 400, and in 1305 estates in the vicinity of Lahore to the 
value of fls. 5,740. Three years later he received Sundar- 
glrnr and Eoklm; and at the time of his death, in 1821, he 
was in possession of jngira to the value of Rs. 0,000 In the 
Amritsar and Lahore districts. These grants were all in 
perpetuity, and are still in possession of the family. 

*fibn ilitn liTBil ."irntaiJa tllTwaU. of the citr. below n,„ ft .~ 

Bcrj. A Iwgif liratLEh of tie nrer Mai! then Bowed beneath thd wiUk nod -Vr'nr 
toilifloity, till tho ffh'ii detent, in ml to «top the riTol, null 
Wk hiS habitation (ilrt-oj joal antairifo the wnlTa. Vrt'.in that day itir waltr* ner-r 
lbs city or pasted tie An uf U» Bhiii. When ho dlBdJiik tod* SmZSu 
of-white marble oaths isle of (ho dera, nod the riror etill nBpeeta the epul ticnuh 
“ LiM P tni «trrr off the larplna miter, ud « coniiilerLie duLE™' ■„ 
C0tu« of the Ei«, may account for the isle ty of tie city. go m tha 
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Harbhaj and his brothers bad not become Sikhs, and 
when Kalian Singh, took the paired his father was very angry. 
Earn Singh also allowed his hair to grow, and became a Sikh, 
though he never took the jwhai or became a true Singh. 
Bhai Ram Singh, at Rnnjit Singh’s request, attended Durbar 
in IS 02, and soon gained great influence over the superstitious 
Maharaja. His opinion was always asked in questions of 
difficulty, and during a campaign the tent of the Bhai was 
pitched next to that of the Maharaja. Dining the last years 
of Rnnjit Singh’s life, Bhai Earn Singh’s influence continual¬ 
ly increased; and when the Maharaja died, NuoNairnl Singh, 
who had received the jtahaJ from the Bhai, entrusted him 
with still greater power, for he was himself very averse to 
conducting the details of business. He was one of the chief 
conspirators, with Raja Guiab Singh, Bhian Singh and others, 
in the murder of Sardar Chet Singh, the Minister of Kharak 
Singh; and it was at his house that the conspirators assembled 
before proceeding to the palace to commit the murder. Neither 
Nao Nairn! Singh nor the Bhai were popular with the Chiefs. 
The former compelled all Sardars and Jagirdars to fulfil their 
service and to keep their contingents in good older, which 
was most irksome to the men, who during the Inst years of 
Rnnjit Singh’s life had done much as they liked, and had 
been responsible to no one. 

When Nao Nahal Singh died on 5th November 1840, 
and his mother Mai Chand Kaur claimed the vacant throne, 
Bhai Ram Singh supported her with all bis power. His great 
rival and enemy, Bhai Gunnukh Singh, as vehemently es¬ 
poused the cause of Kan war Sher Singh; but they were 
almost alone in their enthusiasm, and there were none, with the 
exception of Raja Dhian Singh, Bhais Earn Singh and Gur- 
mukli Singh, Di wan Sawan Mai, Atar Singh S indium wall a 
and the French Generals, who cared whether the Kan war or 
the Mai succeeded to the throne. Bhai Ram Singh was not 
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altogether averse to a coalition between the two parties, and 
he foresaw that, without the support of Rnja Dili an Singh, 
the Alai could not possibly stand; and so convinced was he 
of the incompetency of Iter supporters, that he does not 


appear to have seen the triumph of Sher Singh with any 


great regret. 

The new Prince treated Ram Singh with respect, not* 



at the investiture, on the 27th January 1841, he was allow¬ 
ed a chair, the only others who were permitted this honour 
being his brother Govind Ram, Bhai Gunnukh ^ingh, Babas 
BLkrama Singh and Kalian Singh, and the Prince Partab 
Singh. The Maharaja even began to consult Ham Singh; 
and Raja Dhmn Singh, fearing that he might regain his in¬ 
fluence, tried to make the Bbai proceed to Multan on the 
pretest of recovering arrears of revenue from Diwan Sawan 
MaL This project the Bhai vehemently opposed. He did 
not wish to be banished from Court; he was a friend of Sawan 
Mai; and his religious character should have disqualified him 
from the duties to which lie had been nominated by the 
Minister. 

Both Bhai Ram Singh and Ids brother Bhai Govind Ram 
were thoroughly discontented- Although treated with con¬ 
sideration, they were allowed no share of power, and saw 
their enemv Bhai Gurmukh Singh wealthy and influential. 
But their turn at length came. Sher Singh and bis Minister 
fell by the hands of the Sindhanwalias, and Bhai Gurmukh 
Singh, who had been the constant opponent of Raja Dhian 
Singh, was imprisoned and murdered. 

After the death of Raja Hire Singh, Bhai Rom Singh 
recovered much of his influence with the army. Ho had ever 
been associated with Fakir Azizudin in his English policy ; 
these two were almost the only men in Lahore who under¬ 
stood the relations of that State to the British Government 
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under the Treaty of 1809, and they were most desirous of 
keeping on goad terms with it. It was on this account 
that, in March 1845, the Bhai warmly supported Raja Gukh 
Singh of Jamu as a candidate for the W&zLrship; for he 
knew that ho was the only man who could io any way 
restrain the army, and whose vast private means could avert 
the bankruptcy of the State. The intentions of the Bhai 
towards the British Government were good; and early in 
May 1843 he informed Major Broadfoot, Agent of the 
Governor General, that Sardar Jawahir Singh intended, for 
his own safety, to incite the Sikh army to an invasion of 
British territory. 

Jawahir Singh, though by no means, without intellect, 
was drunken and debauched; and even in public Darbars ha 
was often :-e(?u under the influence of brandy ; and he would 
then abuse Ram Singh intha most indecent terms, though in 
the worst of times the sanctity of the Bhai’s character had 
saved him from insult. On the 12th September 1815, tho 
Bhai boldly remonstrated in open Darbar against the conduct 
of the Wazir towards the British Government. He asserted 
that the conduct of the English authorities had been dis¬ 
tinguished by moderation and forbearance, and that the 
Darbar was entirely in the wrong in the dispute. Jawahir 
Singh is believed to have promised to retrace his steps, and 
to write an apology to the British Agent; but on that very 
night news came of the murder of Prince Peshora Singh, 
perpetrated by his orders, and he knew that an English war 
coukl alone preserve his power. Bhai Rum Singh had also 
heard the fatal news, and had reported it to the troops, and 
the party hostile to the Minister gained strength every hour. 
Tho murder of the obnoxious Minister and the Satlaj Cam¬ 
paign followed. To the last Bhai Enm Singh opposed Hint 
insane war, but in vain. To Baja Lai Singh he said: 
“ Beware what you do, and do not march to Bariki with the 
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troops- The English have always behaved as friends and 
well-wishers, aud have never interfered in the affairs of the 
K kate a '* Raja Lnl Singh answered : “ Bhai Sahib, what can 
I do ? the soldiers have got me by the throat,” However, 
ho took the Bk&i’e arlviee as far as he could, and, like a 
coward as he was, made the other Generals go on before him 
to the scene of danger. After Sobraon, Bhai Bam Singh 
was sent with Raja Gulab Singh and Diwan Dina Nath to 
meet the Governor General at Lallan i, on the road to Lahore, 
to try and obtain favourable terms. 

.After the Treaty of the 9th March 1846, Bhai Ram 
Singh remained one of the Council; and although, on ac¬ 
count of had health, he was unable to attend the Darbnr very 
regularly, his opinion was always taken before any important 
measure was adopted. He was opposed generally to Raja 
Lai Singh, the Minister, and took the part of Mulmj in the 
dispute regarding the Governorship of Multan. It was by 
his advice that Raja Lai Singh called upon all the Sardars to 
sign a razinama, a deed expressive of their contentment 
under the existing Government, though it was notorious that 
the majority was opposed to it. 

Bhai Ram Singh died in November 1646, and was 
succeeded in the Council hy his nephew Bhai X ml ban Singh, 
eon of Bhai Kalian Singh, who had died in 1837. Bhai 
Govind Ram did not much meddle with politics after the 
death of Ranjit Singh. He was for some years a great 
invalid, and died io 1845, 

Nadhan Singh was a very silent Member of the Durbar. 
On the 16th December 1846 he was appointed a Member 
of the Council of Regency, which office he held till the 
annexation of the Pan jab. In 184S the Zanundara of Kot- 
piudi Baa, one of the jagirs of the Bhai family, failed 
to give suppliea to the British army when marching through, 
and the village was consequently confiscated, but was sub- 
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aeqneotly released on payment of a fine of Ra. 800. On 
annexation, however, it was resumed with other personal 
grants of Ram Singh. 

The jagirs of the family amounted at annexation to 
fis. 49,000. Of these, jagirs to the value of Rs. 22,4-47 
wore released, Ra, 9,^29 in perpetuity, in tliree equal shares, 
to the descendants of the three sons of Harbha j Rai; and 
Rs. 12,718 for the lives of Nadhnu Singh, Kesra Singh, 
Cbaranjit Singh and Nand GopaL A grant of Rs. :i,000°hy 
Maharaja Ranjit Singh for the support of the Sikh Temple at 
Tarim Taran was also released during good behaviour; .and 
the administration is in the hands of the three families, 
who each select one representative. Bhai Nad ban Singh’s 
Council allowance of Rs. 6,000 was also continued for life. 
He died in 1856. 

Bhai Charanjit Singh died in 1881 leaving four song, 
whose names are given in the pedigree table. He was a good 
scholar in English, Persian, Sanscrit and Gurmukhi, and in¬ 
terested himself in educational matters. He received a khilat 
witi a San ad in recognition of his efforts in behalf of female 
education, more especially in connection with the founding 
of the Istri Sikslia Sabba; and in 1878 he was presented 
ra Durbar with a copy of Dr. Tmmpp’s translation of the 
Adi Gam-nth as a tribute to his researches in his own lan¬ 
guage, In 1879 he was appointed an Honorary Magistrate of 
Lahore. Onhis death, Majagir yielding Rs. 4,000 per annum 
was resumed, his four sons receiving in lieu a grant in per¬ 
petuity of Ra. 3,133 per annum. They were all minora when 
the father died, and were placed in charge of Raja Harbins 
Singh. The eldest son, Bhai Gurdit Singh, is now of age and 
looks after the property. The second son, Bhai Dan Sin^h 
married in 1884 a daughter of Sardar Sahai Singh, in the 
service of the Maharaja of Patiala ; and the third, Bhai Sewn 
Singh, married in the same year the daughter of another 
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Patiala official, Rardar J&wala Singh, Inspector-Gencral of 
Police, Sewa Ringk is reading in the Aifchison College. Dan 
Singh is reading for the University Entrance Examination. 

Bhai Mian Singh is an Honorary Magistrate and a Member 
of the Municipal Committee oE Lahore. His jagir is valued at 
Bs. 1,625 per annum. 

Bhai Eesra Singh died in March 1671, He interested 
himself in connection with the Siksha Sabha, the Anjaman-i- 
Fnnjab and other public Societies, and was held in esteem by 
the local authorities. He left two sons, who now jointly hold 
a jagir of Rs. 1,625 per annum in the Lahore and Amritsar 
districts. Tlie elder, Bhai Tara Singh, a Tahsildar at Jalan¬ 
dhar, has been recently recommended for an Extra Assistant 
Commissioners hip. The brothers are joint owners of about 
seventy acres of land in different villages of the Lahore TahsiL 

The present head of the family, Bhai Nand Go pal, lives 
at Lahore. He is a Viceregal Durban, The family are of 


The other Durban 3 in the family are Bhais Mian Singh, 
Gurdit Singh and Tara Singh. 


the Arora caste, Gut Gauri. 
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DIWAN NARINDAR NATH. 


SAsmrr kiarav das. 
' 
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Psw-ttn Hai! l-A'.h 
tj imL 

I 

Dnrjjr > .iiftou Ntrt 
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A DinjfMer. 

Uejch V^kSs 
P.I& 7 * 


The family of Diwan Ajudhia Farshad iaof the Brahman 
caste, and originally came from Kashmir. It claims to belong 
to the family known as Swam an Got sun, descended from the 
famous rikhi or sage, Go tarns, who was bom about 620 B, C, 
on the lower Ganges. It is also known as Chachbaii, from the 
mtihnki, or district, in Kashmir, which was its residence. 

The Mahomed an religion was established In Kashmir in 
the year 1326 by Shainahudiu Shah. For nearly a hundred 
years no severe measures were taken against the Hindus; but 
when Sakandar, named Bhvt-shilan or the Iconoclast, became 
King, the Brahman Pandits had much difficulty in preserving 
their religion and their lives. The ancestors of Ajndbia 
Parshad studied Persian as a sort, of compromise, and con¬ 
trived to live in tolerable security till the conquest of Kash¬ 
mir by Ahmad Shah Abdali in 1762. The Hindus were now 
exposed to constant persecution, and many emigrated to 
Hindustan and the Pan jab. Among the emigrants was Pandit 
Kishan Das, grandfather of Ajudhia Faretmd. He was a 
good scholar, and without difficulty obtained a situation 
under the Dehli Emperors, which ho held till his death. 

His son Ganga Ram, who was born at Hamper near 
Benares, entered the service of the Maharaja of Gwalior, and 
was placed with Colonel Louis Bur quiets, one of the French 
officers in Sindia’s service, under General Perron. Here the 
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young' man distinguished bimsolf by his honesty and ability, 
ami became entrusted with many important political affairs. 
When the Mahratas, towards the close of the last century, 
overran Central India, Mulwa, and the Deliliterritories, Ganga 
Ram was employed under Colonel Burquien in collecting 
tribute and in drawing up treaties with subject or allied 
States. After the defeat of Burquien at Patparganj on 
the Jamna by Lord Lake in September!SOB, Ganga Ham re¬ 
tired to Dehli, where he lived for the ten succeeding year??. 
Ho was of great assistance to General Ochterlony when, in. 
1609, that officer was arranging the relations between the Cis- 
Satlaj States and the British Government, from his knowledge 
of their past political history, their treaties and their relations 
with other States. 

In March 1013 Maharaja Ran jit Singh, who had heard 
Ganga Ram spoken of as a man of ability, invited him to 
Lahore on the recommendation of iihai Lai Singh and 
Sardar Himat Singh Jalawasia. He accepted the invitation, 
and, taking with him a vessel of Ganges water for presentation 
to the Maharaja, was well received at Lahore, where he was 
placed at the head of the Military office and made Keeper of 
the Seal. He was made one of the Paymasters-in-Cliief of the 
Irregular forces, Rhawarn Das being the head of the depart¬ 
ment, and rose rapidly in the favour of the Maharaja, who 
eaw the great improvements made in the system of Military 
account, Ganga Ham brought from Hindustan numbers of 
his relatives and friends, for whom ho obtained good places 
about the Court. Most of them, however, were not mere ad¬ 
venturers, but men of business and literary attainment, 
Among them may be noticed Raja Dina Nath ; Pandit Days 
Ham, who administered successively the Hamgarhia country 
and Jbang ; Pandit Hari Rum, father of Shankar Hath, Honor¬ 
ary Magistrate of Lahore; Pandit Gopi Nath, Pandit Ram 
Kishan, Pandit Ganga Bis ban and Pandit Lachman Pars had. 
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Diwan Ganga Ham, Lachmnn Pars bad's father, and 
Bakht Mai had married three listers. Gangsi Ram had no 
son born to him, so he adopted his wife's nephew Ajudhia 
Pars had, brother of Lachman Pars had ; Dina Nath (afterwards 
Raja) was boo of B akh t Mai, and consequently first cousin of 
Ajudhia Parshad, Gangs Ram had, later, n daughter by a 
second wife* whose son* Utam Nath, died childless at Lahore 
in 1867. 

Tima, by his personal ability and by the family interest 
which he established in Lahore, Ganga Ram obtained consider¬ 
able power, and the administration of the country about Gtij rat 
was in 1821 entrusted to him. In this district* which he 
held two "years, he received a grant of Kkunii, Kalaiohpur 
and other villages in the Eariali IIaka. He first organized the 
Abkari system, which was afterwards so tnucli improved by 
Misar Balia Ham. 

Diwan Ganga Ram died in 1826. He was succeeded as 
Keeper of the Seal and in the Military.office of Account by 
Dina Nath, whom he had brought up most carefully, and 
whose splendid abilities soon made him distinguished in the 
political world. 

Ajudhia Parshad (or Ajudhia Nath) had been summoned 
to Lahore by his father in 1S14. He was then fifteen years 
of age* but he was not suffered to enter, at once, the Govern¬ 
ment service. For two years he con tinned his studies, and 
was then sent to his native country, Kashmir, where he was 
placed in the Military office on a salary of Rs, 1,000 per an¬ 
num. Six months later he was recalled to Lahore. In 1819 
Generals \ entura and Allard arrived in the Panjab from Eu¬ 
rope, by way of Persia and Khorf.san.and entered the Maha¬ 
raja's service. They received command of the Fauj Khm t or 
special brigade, the first in rank in the Sikh array ; and Ajudhia 
was placed under them ns Paymaster of the troops and as the 
medium of communication between the Commanding officers 
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find the Maharaja. The Fauj Kbits was at one time raised 
to five battalions of infantry and three cavalry regiments; 
but at the request of General Ventura it ivas again reduced 
to four infantry battalions and two regiment 3 of cavalry. 

On the death of Ins father, the Maharaja directed 
Ajudbia to assume charge of the Accounts office for Regular 
troops and artillery; but he was on the best of terms with the 
French Generals, and begged to be allowed to keep his own 
appointment. The vacant post was accordingly given to Tej 
Singh. Ajudbia Parsliad received the title of Diwan, and the 
village of Nain Sukh was continued to him from Ms father's 
jagir. He continued to serve with the Fauj Kims, and when 
General Ventura was absent on leave ho commanded the whole 
force, iio ably did lio do this, that General Ventura wrote of 
him in these terms: M On the two occasions that I have been 
absent Oil leave in France, Aj ud hi a Parshad has held the com¬ 
mand of the Life Guards of the Maharaja. I have never had 
cause to repent appointing lum my Deputy, £ot on ray return 
from France I have found the troops in as good a condition 
as if I had been present myself.” In 1381 he was sent to 
the frontier of the Pan jab to meet Lieutenant Burnes, who 
was on his way from Bombay, by way of Sind, with a present 
of ft team of cart- horses, a stallion and four mares, and a 
carriage, for Maharaja Runjit Singh, from the King of 
England. Ajndhia Parshftd met the mission a little way 
below Multan, and remained attached to it till its arrival in 
Lahore on the 17th of July. 

At the time of the Maharaja’s death, Ajudbia Parshad 
was with the brigade at Peshawar, where it had been stationed 
for two years, but was now summoned to Lahore by Maharaja 
Kharak Singh. The Diwan was, with Sardar Laima Singh 
Majitlvia, at the close of 1830, directed to accompany the array 
of tlie Indus, under Sir John Keane, from Atock to Firozpur, 
wMek was reached on the 31st of December 1839; and his 
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attention and anxiety to meet the wishes of the General were 
warmly acknowledged by that officer. 

In April and May 1840, the brigade, with General 
Ventura and Ajudhia Parshad, was Bent against Kahan Singh 
Pedi, who had murdered his nephew, seized his fort of Malsian 
in the Jalandhar Doab, and imprisoned hia family. Nao iYa hal 
Singh did not much care for the sanctity of a Bediand, to the 
indignation of many, sent the troops against his forfc of Dakhni, 
which they captured. Eventually this was given up to him 
again, on his restoring Mulsian to his nephew's family and 
paying a fine of Es, 20,000 to the State. 

Later in the year the brigade was sent against the Mandi 
Chief, who had omitted to pay in Ms tribute since the death of 
Eanjit Singh, or to acknowledge in any way the new Maharaja. 
Mandi was covered with little forts, said to be one hundred 
and twenty-three in number, besides the strong fort of Kamla- 
gnih ; but ihe Eaja was frightened hy the force sent against Him 
and gave in his submission, and was directed to proceed to 
Lahore. The town of Mandi was occupied, and most of the forts 
dismantled. Kamlagarh, however, held out, and while its siege 
was in progress news arrived of tha death of Maharaja Klmrak 
Singh and Kan war Nao Nahal Singh. This news in some 
measure raised the courage of the garrison ; hut the siege was 
vigoi ou.ly pressed, aod, at length, the fort surrendered on 
the 29th November, and the General, leaving a Sikh garrison 
in it, marched to repress disturbances which had broken out 
in Kulm Sai-dar Ajit Singh Sindhanwalja, who had been 
sent to Mandi, had left for Lahore before the capture of 
Kamlagarh. General Ventura left for Lahore in the begm- 
ning of January, recalled by Raja DM an Singh, who wished 
for kia support to the claims of Prince Sher Singh; 
aud Ajudhia Pars!tad was left in charge of tliu brigade. 
Reinforcements had been despatched from Lahore to 
Kulu, and when these arrived the Fauj Khaa heard that the 
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troops in Lahore had received large gratuities from Sher 
Singh with four months* pay. Only two months’ pay had 
been brought for them ; so they rose in mutiny, seized the 
treasure in their camp and killed several of their officers. 
Ajmlhia Parsbad, who had considerable influence with the 
men, restored order and promised to obtain for the men 
whatever the Lahore troops had received. 

General Ventura left the Panjab on leave in March 
1840 and, on the arrival of the brigade at Lahore, 
Ajudhia Parsbad retained the command, though it was 
placed nominally under the little Prince Par tab Singh. 
The first business in which it was engaged was against Jaw ala 
Singh,* the agent of the Maharaja. This man had hoped to 
bo W&sdx when his master became King ; and the office had 
been promised to him by Sker Singh. Raja Uhlan Singh 
had, however, no intention of vacating the post; to the 
Maharaja be insinuated suspicions of Jawala Singh's loyalty; 
and he warned Jawala Singh of the Maharaja's intentions 
against him, till, at last, the wretched man was driven into 
treason and, being encamped with five thousand Irregulars 
at the Dora Charyari, near Sbulabagh, refused to obey the 
Maharaja’s order to come in to Lahore. Slier Singh moved 
out against him, and Ajudhia Parshad, with the Fauj 
Khns and supported by artillery, wag directed to go iu 
advance. Seeing the approach of thin formidable brigade, 
Jawala Singh surrendered.f and he afterwards died in the 
prison in the fort of Shekhopura from QI-treatment and star¬ 
vation, one of Raja Dbian Singhs many victims. 

* I*WAJa Em^h, Lhongh hfcffog m designs figniiiEC filiET Singly had j.h.ucd 
ngpiiiisL tho Minister. H# hud been feern to reannie the Smdhjmiialt* jagira, anil # 
recnmEn^ frrclis that cxpedhiftEi with thv S j gnihanwAli a Chiefs, they CDfttpilttd leather 
to ejr-ei IrhiiLE Singh from the Minin try ; ami DU Ml4 way to Lahore they visityd tha 
Hanrid -hrine at Amritsar, whor® they 'wmMtn to peruere-FO till their dtfEEgn Trua 
-b==»:i. ULiAH HLa^h mass. iuiTa kihird ul tbil fL-ufedtrsiry, and hn nev^r forget 
lo rerun^a hlmaeif on a rivai- 

t It ia a rv-niAfkalilfl proof of (ha lawleram^s and poWwr of (ha army at Ihift tijaa 
ihflt the very cWyiri Horse md Afcnlia, who had on the 1st of May anpjKursd 
JawulLs Singh la In fa tiny afid tif&aaiaUp on tl«p 12 ml d emanded and obtais^d a dotation of 
R*. aOpOQu From Mnlmmjn Slier EaLligh for tint hETifig compallfld Jawala EEjigb to Egh.% 

ag&lnst him. 
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The Maharaja paid to the Fauj Khas the gratuity 
promised to them iu Kulu by Ajudhia Parsliad, and to 
the Diwivn himself he made valuable presents. The Raja 
of Mandi was allowed to return to his hills, taking with him 
the image of fha goddess Davi, in solid silver, of great value 
and sanctity, which the Sikh soldiers had taken from Kamla- 
garh. 

General Yen turn returned from Europe in 1840 and 
took command of the brigade. He, after Sber Singh’s 
assassination, was sent secretly by Raja Hire Singh, the 
Minister, to Ludhiana to try and strengthen the English 
alliance by negotiation with Colonel Richmond, the British 
Resident; but at the end of 1843, disgusted with Hie 
insubordination of the troops, and clearly foreseeing the 
troubles coming on the country, he finally left the Pan jab, 
where he had served for upwards of twenty-four years. 
Diwan Ajudhia Parahad now took command of the brigade, 
and held it till the close of the Satlaj Campaign. It was 
composed iu 1845, before the war. of 3,17b Regular in¬ 
fantry, 1,607 Regular cavalry, anil 855 artillerymen. Total 
5,008 men and 34 guns. The infantry force included the 
Khas battalion, strength 820 men ; a Gurkha battalion, 707 
men; Dewa Singh’s battalion, 839 men ; and Sham Singh’s 
battalion, 810 men. The cavalry force was composed of a 
Grenadier regiment, strength 730 men; n Dragoon regiment, 
750 meu; and a troop of orderly Ivlins, 187 men. The ar¬ 
tillery was the corps known as that of Ilahi Baksh, and wa3 
commanded by General Ilahi Bnksh, the best artillery officer 
in tho Sikh army. The pay of the whole brigade was Ha. 
96,007 per mensem. 

The composition of the other brigades may be in a great 
measure seen from this statement regarding the crack brigade 
of the Sikh army. A great change bad taken place since 
the death of Maharaja Ran jit Singh. His strong hand kept 
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pelled to take refuge in Govindgarh from the fury of his 
Gurkha regiment which could not obtain its arrears of pay; 
but bis successors, fearing for their lives and power, were 
compelled to increase the numbers and the pay of the army, 
till it at length became an insupportable burthen to the State 
mid a standing menace to other powers. 

At the time of Maharaja Ranjit Singh’s death, the Regular 
army, infantry, cavalry and artillery, was composed of 29,168 
men, with 192 guns, at a monthly cost of Rs. 3,32,068. 
Under Malta raj a Sher Sing, the Regular army was composed 
of 50,065 men, with 232 gnus, at a monthly cost of Hs.5,43,643. 
Under Raja Him Singh the Regular army consisted of 
50,80-5 men, with 282 guns, at a monthly cost of Rs, 6,82,984. 
Under Ssirdar Jawnbir Singh, the Regular army con¬ 
sisted of 72,370 men, with 381 guns, at a monthly cost 
of Bs. 8,52,696, The increase in the number of guns under 
Sardar Jawahir Singh was in a great measure nominal. 

Ti’ow nCLH* rtm.no- /Miof V\ri^ TVtUt^iY# ^1/1 AWriLD TfrAnn + I • t" , n .„j- 

I 



proportion as the Regular army, At the commencement of 
hostilities its numbers were 16,292. 'When the Satlaj War 
of 1345 broke out, the Sikh army throughout the whole 
Punjab wan thus composed:— 


Regular Infantry 
Regular Cavalry 
Irregular Cavu.fr v 
Artillery 


.„ 53,756 

... f),23o 

... 16.393 

... I0.9U8 

5S4 
S27 


■ - - 


Camel Swivels 
Miscellaneous 


Gnus, Field, 381; Garrison, 104 ; Camel Swivels, 308. 
The Irregular levies and Jagirdari contingents of 
horse, not included hi tha above, cannot be accurately deter¬ 
mined, but they may be fairly estimated at 30,000 men. 
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During the troubled administration of Raja Hira Singh, 
the brigade of Ajudhia Parshad, which had been accustomed 
to discipline under the skilful Ventura, did not become so 
completely mutinous and disorganized as the rest of the 
army. When Hira Singh fled from Lahore, and was pursued 
by S ardor Jawahir Singh and the Sikh army, the Fauj 
Kha 3 remained on the plain below the citadel to guard 
the person of the young Maharaja. Jawahir Singh added 
Ra. 3,000 per mensem to Ajudliia Parshad’s pay, and gave 
him the villages of Mouzas Khan, Gang, Shadian, Muradi and 
Knthianwalo, in the HuEzabad district. 

After the murder Sardar Jawahir Singh, Tej Singh, who 
was haled by the army, was appointed Commander-in-Chief 
of the Regular forces, and Raja Lai Singh of the Irregular ; 
and when the Fauj Khas was ordered to Peshawar it 
distinctly refused to obey. The Sat la} Campaign followed. 
At its close, Diwan Ajudhm Parshad tendered his resigna¬ 
tion, which was Accepted, and lie left the corps with which 
ho had served for twenty-six years* 

After tho Treaty of the 16th March 1656, making 
over the hill country between the Ravi and the Indus to 
Maharaja Gulab Singh, Ajudliia Parshad was appointed 
Commissioned*.& conjunction with Captain Abbott, to lay 
down the kmudnry line of the Lahore and Jamu territories* 
Ti.L* ffork, whiqfh was by no means an easy one, occupied 
two years, and at was not till Slay 1848 that the Diwan 
returned to Luliore. During all this time his conduct had 
given the greatest satisfaction to tlie authorities ; and without 
in any way sacifdicing tho interests of his own Government, 
ho had shown j the greatest courtesy aud attention to Captain 
Abbott, the British representative. On No vernier 26th, 1847, 
he had received the honorary title of Mwntas ud dmilah 
(Eminent ad the State), besides substantial addition to 
his pay. At annexation he was in possession of Rs. 5,000 per 
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annum cash allowance, besides the villages of Nainaukk, 
Balu Sain, Chogian, Kofc Nao, Khanpur, Khatianwala, 
Shad man, Gang and Muradi, worth Rs. 19,000 per annum. 
In April 1840, immediately after the annexation of the 
Pan jab, the Diwan was appointed to take charge of the 
young Maharaja Dalip Singh in conjunction with Dr. 
Login, and in 1849 he accompanied the Prince to Fatah garb, 
where he remained in attendance upon him until Septem¬ 
ber 1851. He then, the Maharaja being about to leave for 
England, returned to the Panjab and gave up public life. 
Dr. Login has borne the highest testimony to the Diwan’s 
upright and honourable conduct while with tho Maharaja 
at Fatahgarli. 

The jagira of the Diwan had lapsed to Government at 
annexation; but he was granted a pension of Rs. 7,500, and 
the Supreme Government in 1852 sanctioned Rs. 1,000 of 
this pension being upheld in perpetuity. 

hi 1362 the Dlwan was appointed an Honorary 
Magistrate of the city of Lahore, He carried out the 
duties of Ms office in an admirable manner, preserving his 
good name for justice and impartiality up to the day of Ms 
death. In January 1864 the Lieutenant-Governor, Sir 
Robert Montgomery, conferred upon him proprietary right 
in the Hingarwal Kokh, Lahore District, embracing an area 
of twelve hundred acres, in recognition of his past services. 
The giant was subject to a nnzarann payment of twelve 
hundred rupees and was assessed at an annual rental of 
Rs, ‘2,44)0. It bears* the name of Ajudhiapur in memory of 
the original grantee. Khilats were at the same time bestowed 
upon tho Diwan and his son Baij Hath. This latter was a 
gentleman of education and ability. He commenced train¬ 
ing for official life in the office of Major Abbot, Deputy 
Commissioner of Hazara, and was made a Tahsildar in 1858, 
and four years later was brought to Lahore as an Extra 
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Assistant Commissioner- At hia father's request lie resigned 
the service in 1866 and took up his abode permanently at 
Lahore, where be exercised magisterial powers under the 
title of Honorary Extra Assistant Commissioner, 

Diwan Ajudhia Pars had died in 1870. Of his life 
pension, of Rs. 6,-500, one half was continued to Diwan Baij 
Natli. The estate was saddled with a debt of Rs, 24,000* 
which Baij Nath rapidly increased to Rs. 40,000. In 1874 
the Diwan’s services were placed at the disposal of the 
Kapurthala State for employment as Member of a Council 
appointed to carry on the administration owing to the 
continued illness of the Raja Kharak Singh, His services 
were dispensed with early in 1875, affairs at Kapurthala 
liaving necessitated the appointment of an English official 
in supercession of the Council. The Diwan proceeded thence 
on a pilgrimage to Kaogra, and was on his way back to Lahore 
when he was seized with cholera* and died after a few days’ 
illness on the 18 th August 1875. 

Diwan Baij Nath married three times. His second 
wife bore him his only son, Narindar Nath, born in 1864. 
He is the present head of the family. There were two 
daughters (married in 1887) by the third wife whom ha mar¬ 
ried in 1871. The management of the minor’a estate passed 
into the hands of the District Court of Wards at Lahore. 
A loan of Rs. 20,000 wag granted by Government to meet 
the claims of the mere pressing creditors. To Narindar 
Nath was sanctioned a life pension of Rs. 1,625 per annum 
over and above the income from Ajudhia pur, already referred 
to. By careful management the father’s liabilities have been 
cleared off, and the estate is now free. 

Narindar Nath married in 1879 the daughter of Paudit 
Bistmmbar Nath Kaul, now an Assistant Traffic Manager on 
the North-We5t ern Railway. He obtained the degree of 
Master of Arts in 1880, and in the following year was nomi- 
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nated a Fellow of the Panjab University. In the beginning 
of 1388 he was selected for an Assistant Commissioners!] ip in 
the Panjob under the Statutory Civil Service Buies. He Las 
been posted to the Gurdaspur district. 

Pandit Narindar Nath sets down his income at about 
sixteen thousand rupees per annum, made up of the jagir re¬ 
venue of eight villages and the land rents of Mouzas Ajudbia- 
pur anti Amirpur in the Lahore Tali si!, together with the 
pension already mentioned and his salary as Assistant Com¬ 
missioner. 

Pandit Bh award Parshad, grandson of Pandit Kawal 
Bam, died childless in 1877. 
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About the year 1595 the Sikh Guru Arjan, travelling 
with a few followers in the Lahore district, reached the little 
town of Babrwal, which had been founded, some years before 
by a man of the Arora caste s Darned Bakr, He was not 
received with hospitality, and passed on to the neighbouring 
village of Jambar* where, tired and foct-eore* he begged for 
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the loan of a ehwyai (native bedstead), and, lying down in 
the shade of a tree, went to sleep. By this time Hemraj, a 
Sindhu Jat, Chaudhri or headman, of Bahrwal, who was absent 
when the Guru, passed through his village, heard of what had 
occurred and, ashamed of his townsmen’s inhospitality, set off 
to Jambar to try and induce the holy man to return. On hia 
arrival at the village he found the Guru asleep. What was 
to be done ? Ho dared not wake the saint, for he was uncertain 
of his temper, nor could he suffer him to remain longer at 
Jambar; so, being a wan of resource and some physical 
strength, he lifted the eharpai and the Guru together on his 
head and carried him away to Bahrwal. 

When Arjan woke he was much pleased with Hemraj’s 
attention, and called for water to drink. He was told that 
the water of their only well was brackish. The Guru then 
directed Hemraj to throw some sweet cakes down the well. 
This being done, the water immediately became sweet and 
pure. The Guru also blessed Hemraj, and prophesied that be 
would have a son, by name Him Singh, who would be a great 
and powerful Chief. 

So runs the legend, believed to this day at Bahrwal; for 
is not the water of the well, known as Budhewala, still sweet 
and clear? The legend would have been told with more 
propriety of Alum the father, or of Mahmaua the grandfather 
of Hemraj; for Him Singh, who was certainly the first man 
of note in the family, was not born till nearly a hundred years 
after the death of Guru Arjan, which took place in 1606. 

Hira Singh, at the time that the Sikhs grew powerful, 
about the middle of the last century, took possession of the 
If aka country lying between Lahore and Gogaira, and which 
has given its name to the family of Hira Singh and to the Misal 
which he commanded. He took Chunian from the Afghans, 
and joined the Kanhyaa and Bhangis in their attacks upon 
the fallin g Moghal power. 



70 


THE PANJAB CHIEFS, 

When Snrdar Hira Singh was killed fighting with Shekh 
Shwja Chisti of Tak Patfau, liis son Dal Singh was a minor, 
and his nephew N:vr Singh succeeded to the command of the 
Misal. Nar Singh was killed in a fight at Kot Kamalin m 
17(58, and his son Ram Singh succeeded him. Under this 
Chief the Misal rose to soma strength and importance. It 
was never powerful compared with some of the other Sikh 
confederacies; but it could bring into the field nearly two 
thousand horsemen, with camel swivels and a few guns. The 
Jats of the Kaka country are strong and bold, and the little 
Hisal did good battle with the Afghans and other neighbours, 
till at last a tract of country worth nine lakhs of rupees was 
in the hands of Sardar Ran Singh and his Misaldars (feudal 
retainers). They held Chimian, part of the Kasur, Sharak- 
pur and Gogaira pargauas, and at one time Kot K arrudin , tbs 
head-quarters of the Kbaial tribe. 

The Chief of Sayadwala, Komar Singh, was the rival of 
Run Singh, and they fought with varying success for some 
years, till at length Ran Singh obtained a decided advantage 
and took possession of Sayadwala. Sardar Ran Singh died 
in 1781, and his eldest son Bhagwan Singh, who succeeded 
to the command of the Misal, was not able to hold the 
territory his father had acquired. Sayadwala was recovered 
by Wazir Singh, brother of Kamnr Singh, who also took 
some of the Nakai villages, but these he eventually gave 
up. Bhagwan Singh now perceived that, unless he made 
powerful friends, he would probably lose his territory 
altogether, so he betrothed his sister Nakayan, generally 
known as Raj Kauran, to Ran jit Singh, son of Mahan 
Singh Sukarchakia, who was then one of the most powerful 
Chiefs in the Punjab. Wazir Singh tried hard to break off 
tin^ match, which boded no good to him, but was unable to 
do so. Shortly after this, in 1785, Mahan Singh Summoned 
both Bhagwan Singh and Wazir Singh to Amritsar to aid 
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Mm in his struggle with Jai Singh Kanhya. The rival 
Chiefs went accordingly; but when, dai Singh was defeated 
they soon began to quarrel* for Mahan Singh treated Wazir 
Singh with mure consideration than B bag wan Singh, which 
roused the jealousy of the latter. Mahan Singh, with some 
difficulty, brought about a reconciliation; but the peace was 
not of long duration, and the quarrel broke out with greater 
violence than ever* utid in the fight which ensued Bhagwa.ii 
Singh was slain. Bis brother Gayan Singh succeeded him 
in 1789. The old enemy of their family* Wazir Singh, was 
murdered soon after by Dal Singh, sou of Sardar Kira 
Singh, who took refuge at Bahrwal i but he was followed 
and assassinated fay a servant of Wazir Singh who had 
resolved to avenge hi^ master’s death. Mahan Singh died 
in 1792, and in 1798 Gayan Singh married Mb sister to 
Ran jit Singh, to whom she had been some time betrothed. In 
1802 a boh, the issue of this marriage, was horn, who 
afterwards ascended the throne as Maharaja Khnrak Singh. 
The Nakai family did not find the alliance with Ran jit 
Singh productive of ranch advantage. That ambitious Chief 
hungered after his kinsman's possessions, and tried hard to 
induce Sardar Kalian Singh, who became the head of the 
family on the death of Gayan Singh in 1807, to come and re¬ 
side at Court. This the Sardar steadily declined to do; and 
in 1810 the Maharaja Beized alt the possessions of the family 
without anv resistance on their part, for resistance was un¬ 
availing. He gave Kahan Singh estates iu the neighbourhood 
of Bahrwal of the value of R3. 15,000, and to Khnzan Singh 
he also gave a jagir at Nankot. 

Sardar Kahan Singh in I860 wa3 made a Jagirdar 
Magistrate. He always lived fit Bahrwal, a little town far 
away from any high-road, and mixed very little in politics 
since the death of Maharaja Ranjit Singh, f n 1843 his troops, 
and his second son A tar Singh, who were with the army at 
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Multan, joined the rebels; but Kahan Singh, who was then 
art old man, was not suspected of being a party to his son’s 
disaffection. He enjoyed a life pension of Rs. 3,840, in addi¬ 
tion to his jagir revenue of Rs. 11,080, His eldest son, Cbatar 
Siogh, who remained faithful, died in 1857 leaving three 
sons and two daughters. 

Killian Singh died in 1872. The Chief ship of the family 
has passed down to his grandson Sardar Ranjodh Singh, 
eldest son of the late Sardur Cliatav Singh, a land-owner 
to the extent of over 1,400 gluunnos in various villages in the 
Lahore and Montgomery districts. Of the jagir of twelve 
thousand rupees held by Kaban Bingh, Rs, 7,040 have been 
continued to the family in the following shares:— 

Ei- 

Tq HanpcEli StDgh, in perpetuity ... .** 2*000 

Sardur Atar Singh, tor life * + * 2^0 

Isbiir Singh, „ 1,200 

Tkak^ir Eidglij Partab Singhj and Laima 
Singh, each *-* ^00 

The mdow of Snrckr Kalian Singh 600 

Of the above, the allowances of the widow, and of Atar 
Bingh, Thakar Singh and Labna Singh have since lapsed by 
the demise of the grantees. 

Sardar Ranjodh Singhs second son Xarain Siugli is 
employed in the Deputy Commissioner's office, Lahore. He is 
a candidate for a Kaib-Tahaildarsdiip. 

Sardar Labh Bingh is a Zaildar at Bahrwal, owning over 
two thousand ghumaos of land. Both Sardar Lahna Bingh 
and Ishar Bingh (alitts Abdul Axis) became Mahomedans. 
The latter lives with his cousin Par tab Bingh sit Gajja, a vil¬ 
lage on the Ravi, where the family owns land, about sis miles 
from Ranjodh Singh’s village of BuhrwaL Besides his pension 
he enjoys the proprietary dues of over four thousand ghumaos 
of land. 

Sardur Sawan Bingh (son of Panjti Singh) is a Deputy 
Inspector of Pollen in the Lahore district. 
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fcJudo Kliau, tbe ancestor of tbe Ssadozai ti-ibe of Afghans, 
the Xawabs of Multan and Ahmad Shall Abdali, was a resi¬ 
dent of Kandahar, where he was bom in 15 o 3. He succeeded 
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his father as Chief of the Habibzai tribe; but was a man of 
such bravery and ability that ha was selected by the Abdali 
tribes, living between Kandahar and Hirat, to be their leader. 
This was in 1598. 

Shadi Khan, the Governor of the Emperor Atbar at 
Kandahar, was hostile ttygtulo Khan, so be went over to the 
interests of Shah Ab^ riing of Persia, who had lost 
Kandahar in 1594 and was intriguing- for its recovery. This 
he effected in 1621, after Ahlbar’a death, with the assistance 
of the Abdalis. Sa (f 0 Kbar 1 died in 1626 leaving five sons, 
from whom have d^cende^ several well-known Afghan tribes. 
The descendants Sadtf 3 Khan arc known as Sadozai; • 
and one branch Q* *thc faq^i *0 ^hieh Ahmad Shah,t Timur 
Shitli, Zam&n 6kah and fShah Sbnja be longed, reigned for 
many years in ^ a bul. / 

Khiaar K jaU) w h 
was of a nWdispositi 
tribe. His - n thorit^ r waR set at defiance; and at length, 
seeing thLLiibo\ nil nd not compel obedience to his orders, he 
made oveiatne uneasy honour of Chief ship to his brother 
Mahdud Khan, who was of a determined character and held 
the Ahdalis in terror. Khizar Khan died in 1626, and 
Mahdud Khan held rule for seventeen years after his death. 
He resided at Safa, some fifty miles north-east of Kandahar, 
where Ali Martian Khan was Governor; and with this able and 
enlightened man Mahdud Khan always maintained friend¬ 
ship. In 1637 Ali Martian Khan, who was no favourite of 
his master the 8hah of Persia, gave up Kandahar to 
Mahomed 8aid Khan, the Governor of Kabul, for the 


r j succeeded his father in the Chief ship, 
(on, un suited to rule over a wild Afghan 
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Emperor Shah Jnhan, and retired to Dobli, where he was 
received with great honour, Mali dud Khan was assassinated 
in a domestic brawl six years later. Shah Hasain Khan 
succeeded him, but was opposed by Khudadad Khan, who 
claimed the Chiefship in right of his father Kliiaar Khan. A 
battle was fought between the cousins near Safa, in which 
Husain Khitn was defeated; but he fled to Kandahar and, 
being aided by its Governor, Khas Khan, again took the field 
with a considerable force. Khudadad Khan, unable to oppose 
him, lied to Ispahan, where he was well received by Shah 
Abbas II.; and he accompanied that monarch in 1643 
against Kandahar, which was taken before the army of Shah 
Jab an could arrive for its defence- The Shah then retired 
to Hirat, leaving Mahrab Khan Kazaibash Governor of 
Kandahar, and Khudadad Khan in command of the country 
without the walls. 

The enemy of TTasain Khan was now in power ; and it 
was with great Joy that the latter saw, some months after 
the capture of the city, the Indian army under Aurangzeb 
and Said-ala approach. He joined the invaders; but 
Kandahar was so well and bravely defended by the Persian 
garrison, that at the beginning of the cold weather of 1640 
Aurangzeb was compelled to raise the siege and retire to 
Hindustan. With him went Shah Husain Khan and all his 
family, for they could no longer remain in Afghanistan with 
safety. 

Shah Hasaiu first obtained the par garni of Sialkot in 
jagir, and soon afterwards, in exchange for it, Rangpur, on 
the right bank of the Ghanab, ten miles below the junction 
of that river with the Ravi, In 1653 he accompanied Prince 
Dora Shiko, oldest son of Shan Julian, on his unsuccessful 
expedition against Kandahar, the last attempt on that city 
made by the Moghuls, The next year he accompanied Prince 
Aurangzeb to the Deccan, of which he was Viceroy ; but in 
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IG-55 he returned to Delili aucf, through the interest of All 
ilai'dan JChau, obtainM permission to raise seven hundred 
horse* and Lia brother two hundred. 

When Aur&ng-zeb ascended the throne in 1658, Hue am 
Khan received an accession to Ms jagir j but Ms lot temper 
soon alter brought him into disgrace. On one unlucky day 
the Emperor was looking at some horBes which had been 
presented to him, and, pointing to one of them, he asked 
Hasam Khan its breed. The Chief hesitated; and a flue 
looking Path an, who stood by, answered the question. 
“ Slave,’ 1 said Hasain Khan in a fury, “ when the Emperor 
addresses me, why do you speak ?' “ Slaves are known by 
their mean appearance," was the reply, Hasain Khan, who 
was short in stature and very swarthy in complexion, was so 
much irritated at this that he drew his dagger and stabbed 
the too bold speaker to the heart. For this offence, com¬ 
mitted in the very presence of the Emperor, Hasain Khan was 
imprisoned and, though after a time released, was banished 
for life from the Court, His services under the Emperor 
alone saved him from execution. Shortly after his return to 
Rangpur be died without issue. His brother Aladad Kb an 
had died a few months previously leaving six sons, of whom 
Inayat Khan, the eldest, succeeded to his uncle's estate. 
When Mahomed Muazudin Bahadur, son of Prince Mahomed 
Mua?.am and grandson of Aumngzcb, arrived at Multan, on 
his way to Sliikarpur and Sind, Inayat Khan joined him and 
fought throughout the campaign, Bakhtiar Khan, the chief 
Afghan rebel, submitted and was, on the entreaty of Inayat 
Khan, forgiven. 

This Chief u as succeeded by his eldest son Sher Mahomed 
Khan, who was almost an imbecile, and his uncle Abid Khan 
administered affairs and possessed all real power. On the 
d-:v. h of Abid Khan great disseutions arose in the family, 
Lashkar Khan, brother of Abid Khan, claimed the Chief ship 
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from liia seniority, while Asghar Khan, brother of Sher 
Mahomed Khan, claimed through, his father and his brother. 
The Afghans ranged themselves, some on one side, some on 
the other ; and it was only the influence of Hayut Khan the 
Governor that prevented bloodshed. Having induced nil to 
promise to abide by bis decision, he appointed Zahid K'Kan 
Chief. Hia choice was a good one, and was unanimously 
approved. 

Z ah id Khan was an ablo man, of gentle manners and 
considerable learning. He was a great friend of Kamrudin, 
Minister at Dchli, and when Nadir Shah invaded Tmlifl., and 
the Moghal power was becoming weak in the distant pro¬ 
vinces, he was summoned to Dohli and, through the intere-rt 
of Kammdin, appointed Nawab of Multan, This was in 1738. 
Zahid Khan, immediately on his nomination, wrote to his 
son Shakar Khan to assume the Nawabship ; but Ishak Khan, 
the Governor in possession, would not submit, and was only 
ousted after a severe struggle. In 1717 Ahmad Shah 
Durani invaded India and, after having put to flight Shah 
Nawaz- Khan, the Governor of Lahore, moved down to 
Multan, where be confirmed Zahid Khan in his appointment. 
This led the Dehli Court to believe that Zahid Khan had 
betrayed them and gone over to the enemy ; and Shnbnawaz 
Khan was appointed to snpersedo him as Governor, while 
Mir Mann, son of Wanr Kamrndin, was m^rlp Viceroy at 
Lahore. Zahid Khan did not at first oppose the new 
Governor ; but during the Baisakhi festival a soldier in the 
service of Shah Nawaz Khan insulted an Afghan woman 
in a village near the city. This caused a general riot, in 
which a relative of Diwan Lakh pat Rai lost his hand. Zahid 
Khan thou assembled his Afghans and attacked the forces 
of Shah Nawaz Khan, who was worsted and compelled to send 
to Lahore to beg assistance from Mir Mami, The Lahore 
Governor was the last man to give assistance to Shah Nawaz 
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Khan, whom be hated as a rival, and sent instead a force 
against him under Knra Mai, whom be appointed hia Deputy 
at Multan and created a Baja. Shah Nawaz Khan met the 
force about forty miles from Multan; but after an engagement, 
which is said to have lasted several days, he was defeated and 
slain. 

Baja Kura Mai then entered Multan as Governor. Ho 
had before served in the province as Di wart; and Zahid Khan, 
thinking it beneath bis dignity to render obedience to the 
new ruler, retired to Sit pur. Kura Mai was about to compel 
his submission by force of arms; but a new invasion of Ahmad 
Shah obliged him to proceed to Lahore, leaving Mid tan in the 
hands of Sh&kar Khan, son of Zahid Khun. Mir Mann and 
Kura Mai mot the AbiLdi Chief near Lahore on the 12th 
April 1752 and gave him battle, but were defeated, and Kura 
Mai was slain. Mir Manu made hia peace and was confirmed 
in his Viceroyalty, and under him Ali Mahomed Khan, an 
Afghan officer, was appointed Governor of Multan. Zahid 
Khan had died in 17-19, and his son Shakar Khun gave over 
cliavge and remained on good terms with the new Governor. 

In 1757 the Malimtas overran the Panjub. Raghoba, 
brother of Lho Peshwah, captured Lahore, and two Hahrata 
Chiefs, Sal ah Beg and SanjH Beg, were sent against Multan, 
which they captured almost without opposition. All Mahomed 
Khan taking to flight. The Mahratas, whose rule was most 
oppressive, did not- remain long; and the next Governor ap¬ 
pointed by Ahmad Shah was Kliwaja Yakub- Ali Mahomed 
Khan, who had at first obeyed the royal order after a little 
while, finding the Kliwaja a feeble Governor, expelled him 
and again took possession of the Nawabship. 

Sbakar Khan had died, and bis eldest son was a man of 
no ability ; so Ali ma d Shah wrote to Shtija Khan, the second 
son of Zahid Khan, directing him to assume the Nawabship. 
Shuja Khan collected his Afghans, and Ali Mahomed having 
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no force capable of opposing them submitted. Shuja Rban 
then became Governor, and built the fortress of Shujabad, 
twenty- three miles south of Multan, The turbulent- Ali 
Mahomed Khan soon took up arms against him, and Shnja 
Khan, who had grown unpopular, was defeated and thrown 
into prison, while Ali Mahomed re-assumed the government. 
This proceeding irritated the Durani Monarch in the highest 
degree, and when lie reached Multan in 1767 he ordered the 
arrest of Ali Mahomed, who was bold enough to attend the 
Da rbar. Both the offender and his son were by order of 
Ahmad Shah ripped up, and their bodies paraded on camels 
through the city, with a proclamation to the effect that, this 
should be the fate of any one who should insult a Sadosai. 
Shnja Khan was then re-invested with the government of 
Multan, and Ahmad Shah left for Kabul. 

In 1771 the Sikhs, who were becoming very powerful, 
and who had in 1766 overran the Multan country under 
Jbanda Singh, attacked Multan, and for a month and a half 
besieged the fort » but Julian Khan marched to its relief, and 
compelled them to retire. After this, Haji Sharif Khan 
Sadozai was nominated Governor by Timm- Shah, and Shnja 
Khan again retired to his fort of Shtijabad; but when called 
upon to give up to Government all the proceeds of his 
zamindari estates, lie refused and came to an open rupture 
with the Governor. On this, another Eaji Sharif Khan 
Taklu, otherwise known as Mirza Sharif Beg, was appointed, 
in conjunction with a merchant named Dharam Das; and 
contrived to keep on good terms with Shnja Khan/ But 
Abdul Karim Khan Bamazai invaded Multan, and the Mirza 
called in the Sikhs to his assistance. Timur Shah, hearing 
that the Mirza had chosen allies from among his bitter 
enemies, superseded him and sent Mndat Khan to fill the 
post. Sharif Beg resisted the new Governor ; but Shnja 
Khan supported him, and they together besieged Sharif 
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in the citadel. They could not take it, however, and 
Madat Khan was recalled to Kandahar. Timor Shah now 
directed the Buhawalpur Chief to reduce the rebellious 
Governor to obedience. He accordingly nmrehed to Multan 
with his Daudputras, accompanied by Mnzafar Khan, son of 
Slmja Khan. The fort was besieged and taken in eighteen 
days ; hut the triumph was a short one. Sharif Beg had 
called to his assistance Sardars .Thanda Singh and Chanda 
Singh, the Bhangi Chiefs, and they now appeared with a Urge 
force. They defeated the Bnhawalpur troops and stormed 
the Fort, which they kept for themselves. The Mirza on this 
fled to Talamba, and from thence to Khairpur Tanwein, where 
he died not long afterwards. 

The Sikhs then attacked and captured Shujabad, whither 
Shuja Khan bad fled, and he only escaped with difficulty, and 
took refuge at Bahawalpnr. Sardar Jhanda Singh then left 
Multan in charge of Diwan Singh Chachowalia, one of his 
Hisaldars, and returned to Amritsar. This was in 1772. 
Some time after this Shnja Khan died, and in 1777 his son 
Muzafar Khan persuaded Bahawal Khan, Chief of Bahawal¬ 
pnr, to make another effort to recover the city. He 
accordingly attacked the fort, and was at first successful; but 
after » siege of twenty-three days was repulsed with loss, and 
Muzafur Khan then applied for aid to Kabul. Sardar Madat 
Khan was again despatched with a considerable force, but ho 
did not reach Multan till early in the following year. Kabul 
politics had then changed, and his services were required at 
home, and he was recalled without having effected anything. 
Muzafar Khan then retired to Uch, where he lived under the 
protection of the famous Makhdum Sahib Sbukh Hamid till 
1779, when Timur Shah, king of Kabul, marched to Multan 
with a large army, and recovered it from the Sikhs after a 
siege of forty days. The Sikhs were allowed to retire 
unmolested, and Muzaf ar Khan was appointed Governor with 
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the title of Nawab Ru knurl aula (Pillar of the State). Tlic new 
Governor was an energetic anil able man, and very much im¬ 
proved the Province during his long rule. Ed Lad not, how¬ 
ever, much time to bestow on works of peace, for from 1779 
till hie death in 1818 lie was engaged in constant war. 
The Sikhs of the Bhangi MissI attacked him first, and then 
Sahib Khan Sisl and Sardar Karam Singh Bhungi made a 
joint, attack* which was only repulsed with difficulty. 

In 1799 Muzufar Khan, leaving Multan in charge of 
Mahomed Khan Bahadarkhel, journeyed to Kabul, and remain¬ 
ed absent for two years, When Zsunan Shall ascended the 
throne Muzafar Khan was confirmed in his Governorship, 
and in 1797, when that Prince invaded India, and the Sikhs 
lost for a time their ascendancy, he drove them out of Kot 
KamulLi, which he made over to its hereditary Rais, Sadat 
Tar Khan Kliaral. 

The great enemy of Mtizafar Khan at .Multan was Abdul 
Sam ad Khan, one of the Sadozai Chiefs, who did all lie 
could to injure the Nawab at the Courts of Lahore and Kabul, 
and who was at one time appointed Governor by Shah Znman ; 
but at last he was defeated, his fort taken and his jagirB 
confiscated. 

In 1802 Muzafar Khan first saw the young Chief Kanjit 
Singh, who had marched towards Multan to spy out the land. 
The Nawab came out to meet him thirty miles from the 
city, and the Chiefs, having interchanged valuable presents, 
separated very good friends. Again in 1800, after having 
reduced. Jliang, Runjit Singh marched towards Multan, 
and reached Aiuhtani, twenty miles north of the city, 
when the Nawab, who had no wish to fight with the Sikh 
Chief, gave him Hs. 70,000 to retire, Kanjit Singh bestowed 
valuable khilata on the Nawab and took his departure. 
Ahmad Khan Sial, the Chief of Jhang, who had been just 
ousted by Kanjit Singh, took refuge at Multan, and Muz afar 
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Khan gave him men and money, with, which he contrived 
to recover a considerable portion of his territory, though 
he was unable to oust entirely Fateh Singh Kali an wain, 
the Sardar in possession. Abdul Sarnatl Klian, the defeated 
Sadozai Chief, who had taken refuge at Lahore, persuaded 
Ranjit Singh in 1807 to attack Multan in force. The 
town was in part captured, but the fort held out against 
all the Sikh efforts ; and an agreement was concluded, 
through Fateh Singh Kabanwalsi, by which the Maharaja 
retired on receiving a large sum of money. 

In this year Muzafar Khan, tired of constant war, 
made over the Nawabship to his son Ssrfaraz Khan, and 
act out on the pilgrimage to Mecca. lie met with many 
difficulties on the journey. The Arabs, attracted by the 
splendour of his cavalcade, attacked it in great numbers, 
and were only bought off with great diffi culty. Muzafar 
Kbfttt was absent fourteen months ; and at the close of 1308, 
soon after his return as a Haji (one who has made the 
pilgrimage to Mecca), Hr. Elphinstone visited Multan on 
his way to the Court of Shah Shiiju-ubHulk at Peshawar, 
He was hospitably received, and the Nawab wished to place 
1iim=?p1f under British protection ; but the British Envoy had 
no authority to accept his allegiance, and Muzafar Khan 
opened a correspondence with the Governor-General in 
Calcutta, expressing his desire to be on good terms with the 
English. 

At the beginning of 1810 Maharaja Ranjit Singh again 
marched against hlult&n. He had just met Shah Shnja 
at Khushflb, and the exiled monarch wished the Sikhs to 
take Multan and make it over to him. Muzafar Khan had in 
1803 repulsed an attack oF the Shali's troops, and, in the 
hope of conciliating him, had more than once offered him 
nn asylum at Multan; but Shah Shuja wished to obtain 
the city and province as his own by conquest. The Maharaja 



LAHORE DISTRICT. 


*3 

treated the weak-minded Prince with great respect, but, 
failing to obtain any money from him, determined, to take 
Multan on his own account. On the 24th February 1810 
he arrived before the walls, and next day took possession of 
the city. 

The neighbouring Chiefs were much alarmed at the 
proceedings of the Maharaja, Mahomed Khan, Chief of 
Leiah and Bhakar, paid Its. 1,20,000 as the ransom of his 
country, and Sadik Mahomed Khan of Bahfiwalpur offered a 
lakh with the same object, but it was not accepted. He, 
however, though Huzafrsr Khan was his friend, was compelled 
to send five hundred horsemen as a reinforcement to the Sikhs. 
For some time the fort was bombarded without effect, 
and mining was then resorted to; but the besieged coun¬ 
termined with success, and blew up the battery of Atar 
Singh Dhuri, killing him, with twelve men, and seriously 
wounding others, among whom were Snrdar Kabul Singh 
Atari wala and the young Earl Singh Nahra. The battery 
was so near the fort that the Sikhs were unable to carry 
off their dead : and these were sent in by the besieged, 
the body of Atar Singh being covered with a pair of 
shawls. 

Diwan Mulikam Clufnd was sent to reduce Shujabad ; 
but this fort was of considerable strength and could not 
be taken. On the 21st March a general assault was ordered - 
but the Sikhs were repulsed with great loss, and they 
now grew disheartened, for provisions had become very 
dear in the camp; Diwan Mohkam Chand was dangerously 
ill, and several leaders had been slain, while scarcely any 
impression had been made on the citadel On the 25th 
another assault was made, with the same result. It was 
necessary to raise the siege ; and Ran jit Singh, to his intense 
mortification, had to accept from Muz a far Khun the terms 
he had many times rejected, namely, two and a half lakhs 
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of rupees, twenty war torses, and a contingent in time of 
war. Having received Us. 30,000 in earnest of the ransom, 
the Maharaja retired from Multan on the 14th of April. 
Seeing that his own strength was insufficient for the 
capture of Multan, Ran jit Singh addressed the Governor 
General, requesting the co-operation of British troops. 
His proposition was not well received, the more so as he 
proposed that the force, instead of marching through the 
Punjab, should pass through the sterile country south of 
the Satlaj. Shah Shuja even prepared for an independent 
attack on Multan, but he was wise enough to relinquish 
the idea, which could have had no chance of success. 

The Nawab now quarrelled with Sadik Khan of Buhawal- 
pur, who had assisted his enemies in the lute war. There 
was a strong party in Bnbawalpur, headed by Fateh 
Mahomed Gori and Alvmad Khan, opposed to the Khan; 
and these, having failed in an attempt to assassinate their 
master, took refuge in Multan territory. The Khan remon¬ 
strated with the Nawab for allowing them an asylum; but 
Mozafar Khan, whose wrath was by no means appeased, 
supported the rebels, and when lie saw that they were 
about to be overpowered declared war against the Khan. 
He proceeded to Shujabad himself in person, and scot 
forward his army against Yakub Mahomed Khan, the 
Baliawul pur General- An action ensued, in which the Daml- 
putnis, being the more numerous and better supplied with 
artillery, were the victors, and the Afghan force retreated 
to Shujabad. In 1511 Muzafar Khan was engaged in conflict 
with Mahar Bajsb of the Rajbanah tribe, a rebellious depen¬ 
dant of his own. He defeated him and destroyed his fort, 
Upon the site of which ho built Kireugarh. 

In February 1516 an irregular attack was made upon 
Multan by the Sikhs. A strong force had been sent to 
Bohawalpnr and Multan to collect the tribute; and there 
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being some delay in Muzafar Khan's payment, Pluda Singh 
A kali, mad and drank with bhang, led a storming party 
of fanatics like himself against the town, and with such 
impetuosity did they make the attack that they gained 
possession of some of the outworks of the citadel. But Fakir 
Aziv.udiu made due apologies; the Nawab paid his tribute 
quicker than be would otherwise have done, and the Sikh 
army proceeded towards Man kora. In 181 < a faik.li army 
under Diwan Chand marched against Multan and attacked 
the fort, but was repulsed, ami retired on payment of ten 
thousand rupees. These attacks, however, were not made in 
earnest. The Maharaja was collecting his strength for a great 
effort; aud he had sworn that Multan, which had so often 
-lifted him, should yet be his. During the cold weather of 
1817 he was collecting supplies and men from all quarters, 
nod in January 1818 an army of twenty-five thousand 
men under the nominal command of Prince Kharsk Singh, 
but in reality commanded by Misar Diwtm Chond, marched 
from Lahore. On the way to Multan the forts of Khaogarh 
and Muzufnrgftrh were taken, the city was invested and 
captured early in February, and the bombardment of the 
fort commenced. The Nawab bad a garrison of only two 
thousand men, and the citadel wiis not provisioned for 
a siege ; but he made a defence the like of which the 
Sikhs had never before seen. Till the 2nd June the 
bombardment went on, and two largo breaches had been 
made in the walls ; for the great Bhangi gun, the Zum* 
Zam of Ahmad Shah Duroni, had been brought from 
Lahore and had been four times fired with effect. Mora 
than one assault was made by the Sikhs, but they were 
repulsed on ono occasion with the loss of one thousand 
eight hundred men. The gates were blown in, but the 
garrison raked behind them mounds of earth on which 
they fought lumd to hand with the Sikhs. The defenders 
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of the fort were nt length reduced to two or three hundred 
fighting men, moat of them of the tribe or family 
of MiiZiifar Khan. The rest had either been killed, or had 
gone over to the enemy ; lor they had been heavily bribed 
to desert their master, and many of them were unable 
to resist the temptation. At length, on the 2nd June, 
an Ak&li, by name tfadhu Singh, determined to surpass 
what Phula Singh had done in 1316, rushed with a few 
desperate followers into an outwork of the fort and. taking 
tlm Afghans by surprise, captured it. The Sikh forces, 
seeing this success, advanced to the assault and mounted 
the breach at KLizri Gate, Here the old Nawab, with his 
eight sons and all that remained of the garrison, stood, 
sword in hand, resolved to fight to the death. So many 
f-11 beneath the keen Afghan swords that the Sikhs drew 
back and opened fire on the little party with their match¬ 
locks. '* Gome oq like men,” shouted the Afghan, “ and let 
ms fall in fair fight/" But this was an invitation the Sikhs 
did not care to accept. There died the white bearded 
Muzafar Khan, scorning to accept quarter; and there died 
his five sons, Shah Nawaz Elian, Murataz Khan, Azaz Khan, 
Hak Nawaz Khan and Shah Baz Khan. Zulfatar Khan, 
His second son, was also wounded severely in the face; and 
the two others, Sarfaruz Khan and Amir Beg Khan, accepted 
quarter and were saved. Diwan Rum Dayrtl took Sarfaraz 
Khan upon Ilia elephant and conducted him with all honour 
to his own tent. Few of the garrison escaped with their 
lives,* and the whole city was given up to plunder. The 
fort of Shujabad was also reduced and five guns taken from 
it. After this the walls of Multan were repaired, and a 
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garrison of sk hundred men, under command of Sardars 
Jodh Singh Knbia and Dal Singh Nafaarna, being hft in the 
fort the Sikh army returned to Lahore. 

Multan was supposed to he very wealthy ; and, llie share of 
the Maharaja amounting to only two lakhs of rupees, lie issued 
an order that all officers and soldiers should restore their 
plunder, and that if any was found with them after a certain 
date the penalty would be certain death. This order brought 
in some five lakhs to the State Treasury \ but the plunder of 
Multan was estimated at two millions Sterling.* 

Nawab Muza far Khan was buried with honour by the 
shrine of Buhaudm with his son Shah Nawaz. Sarfanus 
Khan, his eldest, son, had been for some years Nawab, his 
father having procured the confirmation of his succession 
from the Kabul Court. He was carried prisoner to Lahore 
by Diwati Chand, and was well received by the Maharaja, 
who gave him a jagir at Shnrakpur and Naolakha, afterwards 
commuted to a cash pension. Zulfakar Khan also received 
a pension. Sarfntaz Khan was at first rigorously gnardt.-d in 
Lahore; but when the Maharaja’s power was secure in Mul- 
tau he was allowed perfect freedom, and was always treated 
with respect and friendship by Ran jit Singh. In 181-8 his 
influence was useful to the British Government in inducing 
the Mu] tan i Path a ns to abandon the cause of Miilraj, which, 
however, they did not want much pressing to do. At an¬ 
nexation the Nawab had a jagir of Rs. 1,100, the village of 
Chnmusa and a cash pension of Its. 11,< ill. The pension was 
maintained for his life, and the jagir was to descend to his 
son Firozdin. Sarfaraz Khan died on the 12th March tool, 
leaving eight sons and seven daughters, and Firozdin in . 
1855. The jagir has accordingly lapsed to Government. 


* Hac-r ctrv Lite iturlda uM abtuaE Ihn lot.-- :-f 'Jaltaa it flimir brought hftppta™ 
nr --.,4 fuffEtcj! w tiic pufitewor*! *ha wtr a Icillcil in bailie, if died cbii-lk-ss «r 
poTflrt/- 
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Abdul Majid Khan is the only son of Shall Nawaz Khan. 
His mother was a Bamaoai lady, a daughter of Abdul Karim 
Khan, some time (lover nor of the Deraj at, and brother of 
Wazir Sliali Wali Khan, Minister of A lum ni Shall Durarii. 
Abdul Majid Klurn b much respected in Lahore, where lie is a 
Member of the Municipal Committee and an Honorary Magis¬ 
trate* He has been active in all measures for the good of 
the city ; and has given satisfaction as a Magistrate by the 
justice of his decisions. He is a man of considerable learn¬ 
ing and is well versed in medicine. Tu January 18G5 he 
was created a Nawab by the Supreme Government, He 
was made Fellow of the Punjab University in 1869, 
ami was for several years Vice-President of the Lahore 
Municipal Committee. He was honoured with the title of 
Assistant Commissioner in 1877, and tlm Companionship 
of the Star of India was conferred upon him in 1887, 
Nawab Abdul Majid Khan lias throughout his whole 
career warmly identified himself as a loyal subject of 
Her Majesty. He possesses many valuable certificates from 
officials of the highest standing in the Province testifying 
to bis admirable character. Abdul Majid was a fast friend 
of the Raja Ramlhir Singh of Kapiirtliala, grandfather of the 
present ruler. He was for a short time an office-bearer in 
that State, and Ids services were of great value during the 
protracted illness of the late Raja Kliarak Singh. He has 
been for many years in receipt of on annual allowance of 
three thousand sis hundred rupees from the Kapurthala 
Darbar. He is now' crippled by illness and almost bedridden. 
He lias no offspring. 

Ahmad Ali Khan, son of Nawab Sarfaraz Khan, died in 
1884 He had been in receipt of a pension of twelve hun¬ 
dred rupees from the British Government; and the Kapurthala 
State made him an allowance uf Ra. 480 per annum. He 
waa a half owner with his cousin Azam Ali Klein in some well- 
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plots in Monza Baghbanpur, near Lahore, nominally set 
apart for the maintenance of liis father's tomb ; and he held 
over three hundred bigas in Monza Ckaura, TaUsil Shn.ra.kpur, 
Lahore. Amiir Baz Khan, brother of Sarfamz Khan, was a 
pensioner of the Nawah of Bahawalpur, who made him an 
allowance of eighteen hundred rupees per annum. His son 
Mahomed Ali Khan, who died in 1333, was allowed a similar 
sum by the Nawab. 

Of the sons of Zulfakar Khan, Mahomed Jahangir Khan, 
who had been in receipt of a pension of Ra. 1,620, died in 
1881. He was for somo years a member of the Lahore 
Municipal Committee. Ahmad Yar Khan is a Naib-Tahsildar 
in the Lahore Division. His second wife is a niece of the 
late Amir Dost Mahomed Khan of Kabul, He was in 
receipt of an allowance of one thousand rupees per annum 
from the Amirs of Kabul down to 1875, when it ceased in 
consequence of Ms taking service under the British Govern¬ 
ment. He enjoys a family pension of Ra. 1,440 per annum. 
He is a Viceregal Darbari. 

Of Firozdin Khan's sons, Kasim Ali took service as a 
Rasaldar in the Bahawalpur State, He had a pension of 
Rs. 1,200 from Government. He died in 1881.. His brother 
Hash am Klian was also a servant of the Bahawalpur Nawab, 
and a pensioner of the British Government. He died in 1887. 
Sadik Ali and Shamsher Ali are alive, in receipt of small pen¬ 
sions. Many other members of the family ore attached to the 
Court of the Nawah of Bahawalpur. 

Mention may be here made of Nur Mahomed Khan of 
Multan, Provincial Darbari and representative of the Kliizar 
Khel branch. His father Mobazanidin died in 1886, The 
only jagir now enjoyed by the family is a small grant in 
Mouza Taraf Ismail, Multan, held in perpetuitf. Nur 
Mahomed Khan's uncle Bahrain Khan had a jagir from 

Maharaja Hanjit Singh of Rs. 1,200, which was reduced by 

- 
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one half at annexation. He seized for some years ns Talisil- 
dfir, and behaved loyally in 1858 when the Sepoy Regiments 
mutinied at Multan. He ultimately tool; up his abode at 
Mecca, and died there in 1873. The cash inum enjoyed by 
him for Mutiny services has been continued to his three 
sons. 


Nmi —Xnwpb Ibdnl Majid Khan died at Lahore oo 2<Sili February ISM, 
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SAItDAR SARUP SINGH MALWAI. 

mt. bi.VqH. 

Dha:s i-iturti 
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SardarSarup Singh is descended from a respectable Manjha 
Jat family, formerly resident at Moran Kalan in the Nabha 
territory. Mai Singh, the first of the family to become a Sikh, 
is stated to have left N&bha about 17G0 for the Punjab, 
where he entered the service of Sardar Charafc Singh Sukar- 
chakia as a sowar, and was killed after some years in the 
Dhani Campaign. His son Dhnna Singh, about the year 1800, 
enlisted in the force of Sardur Fateh Singh Kalian wain os a 
trooper, and soon rose in the favour of that Chief, obtaining 
an independent command. He fought in the Kalianwala 
Contingent in the Bhati and Kasur Campaigns. On the death 
of S sirdar Fateh Singh at Naruyangarh in LS07, Dhnqa Singh 
entered the service of the Maharaja, who gave hint a jagir 
at Bilasor, near Tsrstt Taran, worth 11 a. 2,000. He was ono 
of the agents sent by Itan jit Singh to Wazir Fateh Khan of 
Kahn! to arrange the interview which took place between 
them at JHam on the 1st December 1812. About this 
time Dhatia Singh received the jagir of Talagang in the 
Jhikcn district, worth Kb, 33,000. In the campaign of 
1810 against Fateh Khan of Sahiwal, he received a wound in 
the face; and in July 1813 he fought in the battle of Attock, 
when Fateh Khan Barak zai was defeated by Diwan Mohkam 
Chand. He accompanied the detachment of Ram Dayal and 
Dal Singh N ah arm in the first unsuccessful expedition 
against Kashmir, and received in a skirmish a sword-cut on 
the arm. The Sardar fought gallantly at the siege of Multan 
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in 1818, and was one of the foremast in tlie assault. The 
jewelled sword and (shield of ^awab Mnz^fv Elian fell into 
lus hands, and were brought by Mm to the Maharaja, who 
gaTo him a jagir worth Rs. 5,000, which was soon exchanged 
for another near Talagang. 

In 1819 ho sewed in the second Kashmir expedition, 
and in 1821 at the siege of Monkera, where he was again 
wounded. At this time Dliana Singh was much favoured by 
the Maharaja, and there were few Sardars whose influence 
was greater, or whose advice was more regarded. He was 
present at the capture of Juhaugira and at the battle of 
Tori iu 1823, and continued for some time in the Peshawar 
district under the command of Sardar Budh Singh Sindh rm- 
walia and Prince KUarak SiDgh, Backatar Singh, eldest son 
of Sardar Dhana Singh, entered the army about 1827, and 
his first service was at Bnhawalpur, wber© ho was sent to 
receive the tribute. In 1823 Dhana Singh accompanied the 
force sent to seize Kangra, when Raja Annul Chant! fled 
across the Sat laj to avoid an alliance with Raja Dldan Singh, 
Minister at Lahore- When Peshawar was occupied by the 
Sikhs in force, Bacliatar Singh whs sent to Shabkadar, wliere 
a new cantonment had been laid out and a fort built by 
Sardar Cbatar Singh Atariwala. He was stationed there 
when the Afghan army attacked that post and the fort of 
Jaramd in April 1837. Dhana Singh heard of the defeat 
of the Sikh army and the death of Han Singh Kalwa as he 
was marching to Peshawar. Ho was ordered to join the 
relieving force of Raja Dkian Singh, which advanced with 
all haste to the assistance of the army, which was surrounded 
by the Afghans and reduced to the last extremity. 

In January 1339 Sardara Bachatar Singh and Hukani 
Singh were sent with the Sikh force escorting Slmhzada 
Timur, son of Shah Shuja, to Peshawar ; and a few months 
later Hukara Singh returned to Lahore with Prince Nao 
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Nahal Singh, who started for the capital immediately he 
received news of the death of his grandfather Ran jit Singh, 

In 1841, after Maharaja Sker Singh had ascended the 
throne, tlnkam Singh was sent with Budli Singh Alnlal to 
Kulu to bring in to Lahore Sardars Lahna Singh and Kuhar 
Singh Sindhauwalia as prisoners. This duty he performed, 
and received an increase to his jagirs of Rs, 8,000 and a grant 
of Rs, 2,000 from the Kashmir customs, Bacbatar Singh 
died in 1840, ami bis father Dliana Singh in May 1843. The 
death of the latter was the cause of some ill-feeling on the 
part of the Sikh Oovernuiont towarils the British, in the 
following manner. The unlive village of Dliana Singh was, 
as has bean already stated, Moran in the Nabha territory. 
After the Multan Campaign, when he was in high power with 
Ranjit Singh, he begged that Moran might be obtained for 
him in jagir. The Maharaja accordingly applied to Lbe Raja 
o£ Nabha, who, in May 1810, made him a grant of the village 
in exchange for certain villages which the Maharaja gave 
to the sister of the Nabha Chief for her life. Ran jit Singh, 
on obtaining Moran, gave it in jagir to Snrdar Dliana Singh, 
who held it till his death, and, although residing himself at 
Court, kept there his family and much of his property. The 
Baja of Nabkii had for some time before Dlmna Singh's death 
desired to resume the village; for the Surdar never obeyed 
his orders or tendered him any allegiance; but the British 
authorities, who had a regard for the fine old Chief, inter¬ 
posed in his behalf. But when Dliana Singh died, Raja 
Davindar Singh of Nabha, armed with a letter admitting his 
right fro a Sir George Clerk, and a kt»er from Maharaja 
Kharak Singh permitting him to resume the village, marched 
troops against it and took possession by force, killing and 
wounding sonic of the Malwai retainers and seizing the 
property of Hukam Singh, the son of the deceased Sardar. 
Hokum Singh loudly protested against this treatment; but 
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before any action bad been taken by either Government in 
the matter, Maharaja Slier Singh was assassinated, and every 
one at Lahore was too busy in looking after lus own interests 
to remember the village of Moran. 

When, however, tranquillity had boon restored, the Lahore 
Government made a demand for the restoration of Moran, an 
estate given by Raja Juswant Singh of N&bha to Ranj it Singh. 
To the British authorities this was a new view of the matter. 
General Ochterlony, Sir George Clerk and Colonel Richmond 
had never known that the village lmd been given to the Maha¬ 
raja, bnt imagined that it had been a jagir grant from Nabha to 
Dkana Singh. The grant to Lahore was in itself invalid, for 
a dependent State had no power to transfer a village to an inde¬ 
pendent one without the consent of the Paramount Power, The 
letter, too, which the Raja of Nabha stated he had received from 
Maharaja Kbarak Singh, allowing him to resume the village, 
turned ont to be no more than a copy of a copy. The weak- 
minded Maharaja may have drafted such a letter, and the Raja 
may have obtained, through secret influence, a copy of it, but 
Raja DhianSingh, the Minister at Lahore, had never sanctioned 
it, and its authenticity was doubt fill iu the extreme. The result 
w;ij that Morau was restored neither to the Lahore State nor 
to Hukam Singh ; and the Raja of Nabha received the sharpest 
reprimand for his uustraightforward conduct. This incident 
would hove been unworthy of m much notice in this place, 
had not- the decision uf the British Government irritated, in 
no small degree, the Sikh nation. There can be no possible 
doubt but that the conduct of the British Government was just 
and necessary; but the Sikhs were nt this time in a feverish 
and excited state. Every precaution, which the lawlessness 
of the Sikh army forced upon the British, they considered as 
hostile to themselves ; and the refusal to make over the village 
of Moran to Lahore, although its first transfer was clandes¬ 
tine and invalid, they considered as a deliberate insult. 






To the other jagirs of his father Hukam Singh succeeded, 
and with the grants of Maharaja Sher Singh, personal to 
himself, hi a estates amounted to Rs. 75,000 per annum. 
He was present in the garden of Shah Rilawal when the 
Maharaja was assassinated by the Smdlianwali&s, and in the 
subsequent struggle was severely wounded in the shoulder. 
Little is known of Httkam Singh during the two following 
years, when lie appears to have lived a retired lift*. He 
was killed at the battle of Sobrann in February 1846, and 
soon after his death Raja Lai Singh reduced the jagirs to 
Rs, 25,000, which were continued to Sardnr Karpal Singh, 
subject to the service of sixty horse. 

Karpal Singh was with Raja Sher Singh at Multan in 
18-18. When the Raja’s force rebelled Karpal Singh 
separated himself from it, and with a few of bis sowars came 
in to the camp of Major Edwardes, with whom he had previ¬ 
ously served in Btinnu. His personal jagir of Rs. 11,000 
was on annexation confirmed to him for life, and a new 
jagir of Rs. 5,000,far loyalty at Multan, granted in perpetuity. 
The jagir was subject to the payment of a pension of 
Rs. 1,5 Ub per annum to Chand: Kaur, widow of Soniar Hukam 
Singh. This lady died in 1863. 

Sardar Karpal Singh enlisted sepoys and showed himself 
well affected to Government in 1857, and received a khilnt 
of Rs. 500 and a satrnd of approbation. He died in 1859, 
leaving an only son, Sarup Singh, who was educated at the 
Lahore Government School. The widow of Sardar Karpal 
Singh receives an allowance of Rs. 1,200 per annum. The 
jagir now held by Sarup Singh, and which descends to his 
children, yields Rs. 6,797 per annum. It includes the re¬ 
venues of eleven villages in the Tahflds of Sharakpnr, 
□human, and Lahore. He owns some lands in Monza BLika- 
wal, Lahore, und Monza Nur Manubad in Firozpur. 
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Sayad Ghulam Mohaiudin, the father of Azizudin, 
ImamudiD and Xurudin, was the stem of Ghuiara Shab, who 
held a subordinate office under Nawab Abduhanmd Khan and 
Zakariu Khan, Governors of Lahore. The family of G Lit lam 
Shah was respectable, and had from about the year 1550 
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resided at Chunian in the Lahore district, and before that 
time at Ucli iu the Bahawnlpur territory. The founder of it 
was Jalaludin, a native of Arabia, who at the close of t.ho 
seventh century of the Mahomednn era came to the Court of 
Halaku Khan of Bokhara. He had served for some years ns 
a priest at Mecca, Medina and the shrine at Xajib Sharif; 
and had made pilgrimages to the tomb of Hull man and 
Ghosal A /am at Baghdad, and had gained a great reputation 
for sanctity. In Bokhara he gained many disciples, but 
incurred the hatred of Halaku Khan, who was an idolater and 
a tyrant, by bold denunciation of his cruelty and oppression, 
and was seized by the royal order and thrown into a blazing 
furnace. But, like the throe Jewish saints, bis body was proof 
against fire, and be came forth unseorehed and unharmed; 
and Ilalaku Khan, not proof against such arguments, became 
a convert to Mahomed a nism with many of his subjects ; and 
gave Ida own daughter in marriage to -Jalaludin, who lived 
for some years in Bokhara, where there are still many of his 
descendants. Prom the residence of Jalaludin at Bokhara 
the family has obtained the name of Bokhan. At length lie 
again set out upon his travels, taking with him his little 
grandson Bah audio. On the journey, when the child waa 
thirsty, does came and fed him with their milk, and after 
enduring many hardships they reached the Pan jab. There, 
Jalaludin made many converts, and finally settled at Uch, 
formerly known as Deogarh. He died in 1293, in the reign 
of Jalaludin Firoa Kkiji.* 

* Tbil AGCOtiDE of th» fjiimtj dxiinilapr descent from iho Bokhlri Slyaik ii 
tnltL Then ut, kwerar, ihaet who tbit it wml niiljf wJsm Fakir Axixgdiu 

booscnc rich and powerful thai Be diwx)TEfed hifnir-lf hi be u ; %u4 Mi jjh lift ing 

atary la told of t ha miiDfir £n wEiicfe the wu manufactured And prom ti3jfn t^d. 

Certiih it Li tkt until th# lime of Mihariji Skiff ^ingh Hie Fakir* itjlst] thfmiq'Ery^ 
And were atytfid ip all otEdlbl dOMm-euti, * JUwt *; after t*H0 they ctjttf thorn We 1 th 
1 BahWi-* Pat, cm 1 |lb> oihor Band, Fakir AriandtP was wn truthful a mm that il u 
fmpoaiiljTft lo foUer* tbit Be Wenttl bccuciv a printli|J*l to »qeh m. fraud ; and Im wu (. M 
OaTiltfaw or tii'nninis diliinctLoeU to nJn£ tho title; of S*jnd, 4 Akil&li * Pr 'Bokhara.' H« 
km?w that the dreaa and at jle of Fakir wen? hia prea:-cii prukocfeioti m Lite lntri|fiilDg 
Alid itafcrtipakraii Court of LaBnie, and ti£? wntitd hqth.t accept the titles bamjara 
which tho Viyhan ija deured toconTct no hi m. 
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Ghulain Mohaiudin was bora at Kabila on the river Bias. 
When lie was three months old his father Ghulam Shah died, 
and his widowed mother, left in great poverty, came to 
Lahore to seek help from her husband’s friends. Abdula 
An sari, a well-known physician of Lahore, who had been Judge 
in Kashmir early in the reign of Ahmad Shah, and whose 
father had written a medical work, Tazldra hhaldya, which 
is still an authority, took pity upon her and supported both 
her and her sod. He gave to Ghulam Hokaiudin a good 
education; and when the boy had grown up married him 
to his niece, the daughter of liis brother Khudn Bakbsh. 
Ghulam Mohaiudin became a physician and a bookseller 
and, in pursuit of his trade, travelled over a large portion of the 
Panjab. He became a disciple of .Fakir Amanat Shah Kadri, 
and himself assumed the title of Fakir; and his murids or 
disciples are still to be found in Lahore and Bah aw at pur. 

Ghulam Mohaiudin left three son.-?, Aziz ml in, Imamu- 
din and Xurmlin. Of these, Azizndm, the eldest, was a pupil 
of Lala Hukim Rid, the chief Lahore physician, who placed 
him in attendance on Ban jit. Singh when that Chief, soon 
after his capture of Lahore in 1790, was suffering from a 
severe affection of the eyes. The skill and attention of the 
young doctor won the Chief’s regard, and Azizudin received a 
grant of the village of Badu and Shunikpur, and a cash assign¬ 
ment on Diwan Hukman Singh Pnthban, who at that time 
fanned the customs of Lahore, as Rama Nand did those of 
Amritsar. Ran jit Singh made him his own physician and, 
ns he extended his territories, the jagira of Azizuilin were also 
increased. 

In the year 1808, when Mr. Metcalfe was sent to Lahore 
to draw up an agreement by which Kan jit Singh should be 
confined to the north of the Sathij, and in 1SD9, when the 
British troops were moved up to that river, the Sikh Chief, 
supported by his Sardare, had almost determined on war with 







the English; but Azizndin strongly dissuaded him from such 
a course, and hia wiser counsels at last prevailed. Ban]it 
Singh, appreciating the far-sighteduess and wisdom of Azizu- 
din, consulted him on all occasions; and from this time to the 
end of his reign never undertook any important operation 
against his advice. In all matters connected with Europeans 
and the English Government, Azizudin was specially employed; 
and to the fakir's enlightened and liberal counsels it may bo 
attributed that throughout his long reign tlic Maharaja main¬ 
tained such close friendship with the English Government. 
Trusting implicitly to its good faith, he would set out with 


Azizudin was employed on several occasions on military 
service. In 1S10 he was sent to annex the Gujrat country 
of Sahib Singh BliangJ, and in 1831, w hen Jahan Dad Khan 
had given up Atock to the Maharaja, ho was sent, with Diwan 
Ditt Das Snkhdayal and Sardar Mota Singh, to reinforce the 

E garrison and to settle the district. In 1819 he was sent as 
Envoy to the Babswalpnr Court, and was received there with 
great honour. He accompanied the expedition against Kangra; 
and in 1320, when Diwan Karpa Bum Fell into disgrace, 
Fiddr Azizudin was sent to receive from him the fort of 
Philaor, of wldch he took charge till it was placed under 
Sardar Desa Singh Majifchia; and shortly before this lie had 
assumed charge of Kapurthala, Jan dial a, Hushiarpur and the 
Trans-Satlaj estates of Fateh Singh Ahluwalin, who had lied 
across the Satluj for British protection. In April 1831, 
Azizudin, in company with Sardar Hari Singh Nalwa and 
Diwan Moti Bam, was sent to Simla on a complimentary visit 
to Lord Willi am Ben thick.* The Envoys were received with 
great honour, and arrangements were made for a meeting 

•It woa during tJiL* Simla tin! on Engl^h r.Ecer flakM Fakir Aiixntim 

nl wkjiJi eje AUIijUtj jn wtlm hlmd r Ho rrjaliml ; PH Thv iptatutottr o£ bis face iiilltfb 
thit I bare Het-ef aliltt to look eonEijLjk to diiotiirer- 1 * 
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between the M alt are j a, and the Governor-G oneral, which took 
place at Rupnr in October of the same year. 

In May 1835 he was present in the Peshawar valley 
when Amir Dost Mahomed Khan with a Urge army arrived 
from Kabul with the intention of recovering Peshawar from 
the Sikhi*. Azizudin was sent ns the principal Envoy to the 
Afghan camp, and contrived to delude the Amir so completely 
that the Afghan army was almost surrounded by the Sikhs dur¬ 
ing the progress of the negotiations, and had to retire to Kabul 
with all speed. The Muharnjn was so pleased with the adroit¬ 
ness of the Fakir on this occasion that on ids return to camp 
a general salute was ordered in bis honour. 

In November 1838, when the British forces were being 
assembled for the Kabul Campaign, the Maharaja visited 
Lord Auckland, the Govertior-Gcntral, at Firozpur, where tiro 
splendour of the scene even surpassed that of the meeting at 
Rupnr in 1831, which had been called the 1 Meeting of the field 
of cloth of gold.' Shortly afterwards Lord Auckland paid the 
Maharaja a return visit at Lahore and Amritsar; and on both 
these occasions tli© Fakir had been foremost in his attentions, 
doing the honours in the most graceful manner for his master, 
whose health was fast giving way. 

On the 27th June 1639 Kanjit Singh died. To the last 
Azmidin, the most faithful of his servants, the most devoted 
of his friends, had remained by him; administering the 
medicine with his own hand, and telling him news from various 
quarters wliieh tliu Maharaja was anxious to hear. On the 
accession of Maharaja Kliatuk Singh, Azizudm and Sank 1 
Li\htm Singh M ijithia were sent to Simla to renew the en¬ 
gagements which had l teen entered into by Ran jit Singh 
with the British Government. While at Simla, news arrived 
of the murder of Siirdar Chet Singh, the Minister and favourite 
of Kim ink Singh, and the assumption of power by Prince Nao 
X ahnl Singh. This news caused some hesitation at Simla ; but 
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the Treaty lag eventually renewed, and ilie the Envoys re¬ 
turned to Lahore. 

The influence of the Fakir at Court did not perceptibly 
decline during the reign of Kharak Singh. In May 1840 he 
was deputed hy the Durbar to visit Mr. Clerk at Filtapur, 
and lie made the arrangements for the visit which that officer 
paid the Maharaja at Lahore in the same month. In St‘plum¬ 
ber of the same year, in company with Rui Govind Jaa, he was 
again sent on a confidential mission to Mr. Clerk to discuss 
the treatment of the Ghilzi and Barak zai Chiefs, and the inter¬ 
pretation of the first article of the Tripartite Treaty of 1838, 
which had been somewhat infringed by the action taken by 
the Sikhs in Tnsnfiai and Swat. 

In the intrigues which succeeded the deaths of KUarak 
Singh and Xao Nahal Singh, the Fakir did not take an active 
part. Raja Dhinn Singh indeed used always to consult him ; and 
they both were parties to the arrangement by which Mai Clmnd 
Knur wo.* appointed Regent during the pregnancy of Sahib 
Knur, widow of Prince Nno Xahnl Sing. Aiizodiu was well 
aware that this arrangement could not lie a successful one, and 
his sympathies were all with Prince Sber Singh ; but his great 
influence wa> in the Foreign Department, and regarding home 
politics lie at this time rarely ventured an opinion in Durbar. 

When Slier Singh obtained the throne he treated Azizu- 
din with the greatest kindness ; and in March 18 li sent him 
to Ludhiana to sound Mr. Clerk, the Agent of tbu Governor- 
General, us to the willingness of the British Government to 
aid him in reducing his troops to obedience, Mr. Clerk was 
not averse to the idea. The Sikhs, liefore the experience of the 
Sat laj Campaign, were not considered formidable in the field, 
and Mr. Clerk thought that with twelve thousand troop* it was 
possible to reduce the Kbalsa army to obedience throughout the 
plain country of the Pan jab; in case of resistance, to disperse 
it and to establish Sher Singh firmly on the throne. The 



tot 


THE PANJAB CHIEFS, 

terms oti which such assistance would he rendered were the 
cession to the British Government of tho Lahore territory 
south of the Satlajj and the payment of Forty lakhs of rupees 
for the expenses of the expedition. The Fakir, with Ms col¬ 
league* Munslii Din Mahomed, had no authority to conclude 
so important a transaction as this \ and asked permission, us 
the matter could not bo trusted to paper, to go to Lahore to con¬ 
sult the Maharaja, promising to Tetum in eight days. He never 
returned, and perhaps never intended to do so. The Maharaja 
was more afraid of tho British army than of his own \ and, in 
spite of the revolt of the troops in Mandi, wrote to the Agent 
to say that he had suppressed all mutiny, and that the Sikh 
army, obedient and loyal, was ready to march against the 
enemies of the English.* 

Sher Singh feared that the British army, once having occu- 
pied Lahore, would never again leave it. Fakir Azizudin, who 
knew better the policy of the English Government, professed 
himself still anxious for its interference, and directed his son 
Shahdio, the Lahore agent at Ludhiana, to urge "Mr. Clerk to 
renew the overtures made, and to send for Ba lm Mahan Singh, 
a confidential servant of tho Maharaja, to conduct the negoti¬ 
ations. But Mr, Clerk did not find it politic again to take the 
initiative, and ihc scheme wars widely abandoned. 

About tli is time an accident befell Azizudin, which it 
was feared would end fatally. He was seated in Darbar, at- 
Skah Bilawul, next to Diwan Bishun Singh, whose sword, as 
he rose from his seat, wounded the Fakir severely in the leg. 
He fab ted from loss of Mood, and it was thought that lock¬ 
jaw would come on. Gradually, however, he recovered; and 
this accident afforded him an excuse t-o attend tha 
Darbar less frequently; for he, with the other Ministers, feared 
the abuse and excesses of the soldiery. 


* Thfl Hoveth did .not ndupt tb uifiuiU JJ f Mr- Clark, nEd 

dnpr=H7at#[t arattd in Leifareirce, uniraa the CStdf&fi of Cheats in thfl Punjab hSjodIiI ninth r 
it iLbMiatflJr HWBfj* 
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In February 1842 Arizudin was sent by the Maharaja 
to Mftlttm , on the south side of tlie Mittlaj, to meet Mr. Clerk, 
who was proceeding to Lahore on a mission of congratulation 
on the Maharaja’s accession, and condolence on the death 
of Kharak Singh. 

Tn December 1842 Sardar Laima Singh Majitliia was 
deputed by the Lahore Court to wait on Lord EEanborough, 
who was present with the British army at Fironpur. Through 
some misunderstanding, the Sardar, expecting the .Agent of 
the Governor-General to conduct him to the British camp re¬ 
mained in his tent, and the interview failed altogether to come 
off. Lord EUeuborough, thinking the slight intentional, de¬ 
manded explanation. Fakir Aziziidin accordingly, with 
Prince Partab Singh, Raja Hira Singh and other Sardars, 
proceeded to Firozpnr, where a grand Darbar and review 
of both the Sikh and British armies were held, Azdzudin 
explained away tho apparent discourtesy, nod so pleased 
the Governor-General that he called him, in full Durbar, 
««the protector of the friendship of both States,” and taking 
from his pocket a gold watch presented it to him. This 
gift, valued beyond Other khilats, is now in tho possession of 
Fakir Jamaludin. 

During the last year of Slier Singh’s reign, Fakir 
Azizudin fell out of favour. He was suspected of attach¬ 
ment to the Jamu Rajas, whom Kher Singh hated, though 
he was unable to resist them. The truth was that Raja 
Dhian Singh found the abilities of Arizudin necessary to 
liim; and indeed no Ministry at Lahore could have dispensed 
with the services of the Fakir. It was not without difficulty 
that Azizmlin forgave Raja Dhian Singh for the murder 
of Sardar Chet Singh, bis particular friend ; hut at length 
he seemed to believe that the Dogra Raja alone could save 
the State from disruption,' and it was this belief which in¬ 
duced him to join their party. 
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After the death of Maharaja Sher Singh the Fakir 
took little part in polities. His health was bad, his eyesight 
failing, and his influence day by day grew less as the army 
became more powerful and reckless. He saw wetl whither the 
evil passions of the troops were hurrying them, and he raised 
bln -voice, unfortunately in vain, against the suicidal policy of 
Jawahir Singh and Lai Singh. His last act was to urge the 
recall of the invading army which had marched to the Satlaj 
against the British; and he died oo the 3rd December 1845, 
beforo ruin had fallen on the State he had served so long 
and so faithfully. 

Fakir Aai'/ miin was one of the ablest, and certainly the 
most honest, of all Ranjit Singh's advisers. That monarch 
knew how to choose his Ministers; and throughout his long 
reign his confidence in and affection for Azi zudin never 
lessened, 03 they were never betrayed or abused. There 
were few questions, either in borne or foreign politics, on 
which the Maharaja did not ask lik advice, while the 
conduct of negotiations with the English Government was 
left almost entirely in his hands; and it waa undoubtedly 
owing in no small degree to the tact and wisdom of the Fakir 
that the two Ktates re m ained till the close of Ranjit Singh’s 
reign on terms of the most cordial friendship. 

Fakir Amudin was of so engaging a disposition, and so 
perfect a courtier iu bis manners, that he made few declared 
enemies, though many were doubtless jealous of his influence. 
One reason of his popularity, as a Mahomcdan Minister at a 
Hindu Court, was the liberality of his belief. He was a Sufi,* 
a sect held, indeed, as infidel by orthodox Mahoraedans, but to 

■ Thfi Sufi fleet roprefetitii ihfl injificil rtf MakDmedaj&isns. All 

UTtr tLa East itfl menibpTS more ox 1 ©jb hq emppoi, Pc ram h^g fox jpuny 
Knlnrin* \^n in hrjul^TMJ-leri, while m iha Pan jab £ decllkred Safi is rftrclj la be 
faojwL Yet ihe injiticuJ doctrine* af Ita SaS ate ft aim on ^Terjwbora. Tha 
Hibiia Trtl&Uli school of daucica] phElotupliY baniEy differ* from Stag ho C 3«p* 
W»! aiuitbc piinciplaa npon wIliuIi Gam Ssnjst fonndad tfi* Siti faith are ilmaiiL 
uwatiL'sl with these which m*j be foazud in the pnrfilj £s1i Wiisiura at Mahmud. 
Bill LiF F iHr Aril-Tulin hilSiidl 
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which the best thinkers and poets of the East, have belonged. 
He had no attachment for the barren dogmata of the Knrao, 
but looked on all religions as equally £0 be respected and dis¬ 
regarded. On one occasion Ran jit Singh asked him whether 
lie preferred the Hindu or the Mahomedan religion. “ I am,” 
he replied, “ a man floating in the midst of a mighty river* 
1 turn my eyes tow aids the hmd, but caa distinguish no differ¬ 
ence in either bank.” 

Fakir Amudin was celebrated as the most eloquent, man 
of his day, and be was as able with his pen as with his 
tongue. The State papers drawn up by him and his brother 
Ntirudin arc models of elegance and good taste, according 
to the Oriental standard. He was himself a ripe scholar in 
all branches of Eastern learning, and also was a generous and 
discriminating patron of learning. At Lahore lie founded 
at his own espouse a College for the study of Persian mid 
Arabic, and to this institution very many of the Arabic 
scholars of the Panjab owe their education. 

As a port, Amiidin must be allowed a high place. 
His Persian poems, uf the mystical character which the 
Slifts affect, are often very beautiful, and are distinguished 
by simplicity and great elegance of style. A few stanzas, 
literally translated, are inserted here to show, in some 
measure, the character of Sufi religious poetry :■—- 

If juit attmtierlj rejnrd Hm world 

You will iSttfl ft fu^fl jra u e shadow 2 

Why a hod 1 Hi ytw j ourself with rain df-Bmr* 

Whrn yull ham m Jwwfcr to perform ? 

Forgot Yoart^Jf, unrf jmiT wort with Gud * 

Truitt jonnell wilto All CO pidjf nec iu H isrw 
Wait with p^tumra nolil IS* 1 vliftEl MeiiyuO, 

Abd tbdnt mm fur what lift hat llrtibij rm-p. 

Eftrp yoar cW from this flttttl of earthly tare ; 

Itejoico in God, apdhe tmpcfid of Hu mercy. 

The nhu wntiH tops 1 dor ile as p-n idolater 

Should 1 LhoaHth tlrtflly frjwnk trf mvseEf ij J / *j 

To tlae wine and t* those who moil oearij knou , 

[liiA ftilly for ncy morlral lu mtert a ( (U* 1 
AldjOOiEli dhEe to YAoqn.:3!2 Srilirab* KnI and RotlatOp 
Yet at thu EuJt your itibuli (y ij but as waitr. 

It u a ram tbupjfht, that jflH may rpin 

Bar iumpinEBgB, ni a #pld*r ifdfi* h«T weLk 

It ii well that 1 ihudd hnsdiiti lb a air t»T frttdmj> + 

For 1 I now ibt cTLrything is dependent njvia Gc-i 
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Only otic of Fakir Azizudin's sis sons is doit living. 
Skahdm, who died in 1842, was in 183G appointed Agent 
witli the British Political officer at Ludhiana, apt! two years 
later was appointed Wakil at Firozpur. Fakir Churagudin 
was in 1838 made Governor of Jasrota, and shortly afterwards 
was placed in attendance nn Prince Kharak Singh. He 
succeeded kis brother ns Wakil at Firozpor in 1842, and was 
afterwards attacked to the Council of Regency in the same 
capacity. Jamaludiu entered the service of the English Gov¬ 
ernment asTahaildar of Hafisabad, He was then transferred 
to Gujaranwala, and in 18(34 was appointed Mir Munshi of 
the Fan jab Secretariat. 

Nasirudin, the eldest son of Fakir Azizudin, wns murdered, 
when quite a youth, in 1814. A Purbeali sepoy, who had 
keen dismissed by Fakir Tmamudin for some fault, determin¬ 
ed upon revenge, and came to Lahore to the shop of 
G hulimi Motiaiudiu and asked to be treated for some alleged 
disorder. Young Naairudin, who used to assist hia grand¬ 
father, took the sepoy into an inner room, wheD he drew his 
sword and cut the boy down. G bid am Molmiudin ran up, 
hearing the cries of his grandson, but the room was locked, 
lie, however, broke the door down with an ase and rushed 
upon the murderer, whom he disarmed, not without receiving 
severe wounds himself, and threw him from the window into 
the street, where he was tom to pieces by the infuriated 
mob. Nasirudin lingered a few days and then died. 

Cbnragudin was the only otie of Azizudins sons to 
leave any family, and the fate of Sarajudin, Lis eldest 
son, was as tragical as that of Nasirudin. This young man 
was in the employ of Bali aw al Khan, the Kawab of Buliawal- 
pur, who was succeeded by his favourite son Sadik Mahomed 
Khan. The new Prince wished to put to death his brother 
Haji Khan, whom he found in prison; but Sarajudin and 
the Daudputras took his part and, raising an insurrection in 
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bi3 favour, placed him upon the tin-one. In platitude for 
this, Hnji Khan made Sarujudin liis Minister, and liia bro- 
ther Shah Nawaz Khan Comma nder-imCItief. No long time 
afterwards, however, Sarujudin quarrelled with Azad Khan, 
the maternal uncle of the Nawab, who took his relative's 
part, and Sarujudin prepared to leave Bahawalptrr. But 
tlie Nawah sent several Suyads to him, who swore on the 
Koran that no injury was intended him, and ho then resolved 
to remain. But two or throe days later the house was 
surrounded by troops, and Sarajudin was informed that he 
was a prisoner and must consent to be placed in irons. He 
refused to submit except to force, and the house was at last 
stormed. The brothers defended themselves gallantly, but 
they were almost unarmed. Tho principal officer Snrajuditt 
killed with his own hand, and was then shot dead himself. 
Shall Nawaz Khan was captured, severely wounded, and was 
thrown iato prison, where he remained eight months, until 
ransomed by liis father for Us. 80,000. 

During tho life of Fakir Azizudiu his brothers played 
subordinate parts; but some account must be given of them 
here, as both were men of some importance. Fakir Jmamudin 
was during a great j>ortioo of Ran jit Singh's reign cus¬ 
todian of the celebrated fort of Govindgarh* at Amritsar, 
and Governor of the country immediately surrounding it. 

it!i this lie hud charge of the magazine, arsenals and royal 
stables. His occupations at Amritsar did not allow him 
to perform much service in the field; but lie was one of 
the force sent to reduce the forts of Mai Soda Knur and the 
Kunhyae, and also served in oue or two other minor Campaigns. 
He died in 1844 leaving one son, Tujudio, who had shared 


flm ThanaJjir or On Timor of COTind^-arli wm tiinlir Shmir Si ash of 
, U * "'■Wft th® *«»». ill M oiaafnrtunre, Mder Raojti Sio-h 1 * 
hrfjThnV.1 Jumwodiawu ipii.iir.tel, mho with hi. Son Tojodia 

fi-ld tin- fori till the rn K n »f Mnhirajiv ghnr SiBjfh, 5 abba Singh of Dithriwi wwihrn 
BooiDofrJ. on 4 n-tu<ucrt3 f.nTwrter rill 1 MJ* whri, Sorsnukb Binth, a firnlitmo „> 
*™- ™ Wfipna#). Thu DiiiD allowed Lef« Khun, a 5i„t« pilsner lo c-cniw. in.l 

bo wa« ponfqwtitly *njwiftHVii by Stiimmolio, win of fakir Nnrtidiit iti 1&IT ' 
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with Mid the charge of Govindgarh, and who Biirvived him 
only two years. 

Fakir Nurudin neither possessed the ability nor the 
courage of his brother Azizudin, whom in many points lie 
much resembled- His early life was passed in devotion, 
till, in 1810, llanjit Singh, who had taken a great fancy to 
Azizndin, sent for Nurudin to his Darbrir and gave him the 
district of Dhani to superintend. Fie acquitted himself well, 
and waB then sent to Gtijrat, where he had some difficulty in 
reducing the Clubs to obedience. In 1812 Jalandhar was 
placed under him, and the next year Sinlkot, Dasha, Halowal 
and Wazirbad. In 1818 lie was summoned to Lahore, and 
henceforward his duties were generally about the Court, These 
duties were multifarious anil responsible. He was in charge 
of the arsenal at the fort, of the royal gardens and palaces. 
He was Almoner to the Maharaja, and dispensed the royal 
bounty to deserving applicants. He kept one key of the 
Royal Treasury, the Moti Mandnr ; the two other keys being 
in charge of Misar Beli Ram and Diwan Hukmun Singh. 

In 1826 Nurudin was .sent to reduce the country around 
Rind Ikidan Khan, and in 1831 he proceeded to Sayadpur and 
Mukhud to assist Raja Gnlali Singh in bis administration oi' 
that part, of the country. Nurudin was closely associated 
with his brother Axixudiu in the conduct of negotiations with 
the British Government. Both were lovers of the English, 
and earnestly desirous that the two States of India and 
Lahore should always remain on the most friendly terms, 
On the 19th September 1846, when the Khnlsa army had 
mutinied and required the Rani to give up her brother and 
the murderers of Prince Peshorn Singh to their vengeance, 
Fakir Nurudin was sent with T>iwan Dina Nath and Simlar 
Atar Singh Kulianwidu to endeavour to soothe them. The 
mission was without result, and Nurudin alone of the Envoys 
was allowed to return to Lahore without insults and threat*. 
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-After the Sutluj War, Hum din was one of the subscribing 
■witnesses to the Treaty of the 9th March, on the part of 
the Lahore State; anti in December 1810, when Raja Lai 
Singh, the W&iir, was deposed for treason, Ntnu dm was 
appointed one of the Council of Regency to carry 011 the 
Government until Maharaja Dal ip Singh should arrive at his 
majority. 

Nurudin was not an active Member of the Council, hut 
he was one of the most disinterested; and his advice was 
generally sound and well considered. He at all times was 
ready to facilitate matters for the British Resident, while 
remaining faithful to the interests of his own Government. 
In 1850 the Supreme Government confirmed to him for life 
all his jagirs and allowances, amounting to Rs. 20,885 per 
annum. To his two elder sons, 7 , ah uni din and Sltarasudiu. 
were granted cash pensions of Rs. 1,000and Rs. 720, rcspective- 
ly; to the younger, Rs. 540 each. On the death of their father 
Km-udin in 1852 these allowances were increased to Rs. 1,20C>, 
Rs. 400 and Rs. 1,080, respectively. 

Fakir Z ahum din was placed with the young Maharaja 
Dalip Singh as a tutor. He accompanied the Prince to 
Fatahgarh, and the way in which he fulfilled the duties of the 
office gave every satisfaction. At the end of 1851 he returned 
to the Faujab, and was in 1855 appointed Tahsildnr of 
Chunian, and was subsequently transferred toMoga and Lahore. 
In 1803 he was promoted to the rank of Extra Assistant 
Commissioner. 

Fakir Shumsudin, second son of Nurudin, was Tlmnadar 
of the Govindgarh fort during the Second Sikh War. In 
this position he behaved with great fidelit)", and made over 
the fort to European troops at a time when any hesitation on 
1 1 is part might have produced serious results. In 1850 he was 
appointed Tabid War of Shabdare, but was compelled to resign 
the next vear through ill health. In 1802 Shamsudin 
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was appointed an Honorary. Magistrate of the city of Lahore 
and a Member of the Municipal Committee. He was a man of 
great energy and liberality. A finished scholar himself, he was 
ever foremost in any schemes for the advancement of 
learning, generally among his countrymen. It is very much 
owing to his exertions that female education has been so 
generally taken up in Lahore. He also took an active part in 
the establishment of a Literary Society, tlie Anjaman-i-Panjah, 
which promises most interesting and valuable results. - 

Azizudin's sixth son Rukiiudin died in 1 SSI leaving no 
issue. His pension of Rs. 1,000 per annum lapsed to Gov¬ 
ernment, a provision of Rf. 4b [>or mensem having been made 
for his two widows. 

Fakir Snyad Jamaludin, the only one now left of 
Azizu din’s sons, was promoted to an Extra Assistant Com¬ 
missi onersh ip in 1870. Ho was obliged by failing health to 
retire in 1883 on a pension of Rs. 100 per mensem, which he 
enjoys in addition to Ins political allowance of Rs. 1,000. 
As Sub-Registrar at Lahore he receives a salary of Rs. 2,000 
per annum. He was appointed to this office in 18SI ; and in 
the year following be was made an Honorary Extra Assistant 
Commissioner, exercising full magisterial powers. He is also 
a Fellow of the Punjab University. He has no children. 

Marajudin, only son of Tajudin, married a daughter of 
Say ad Kasim Shah of Lahore, and had a son, Saidudin, born to 
him in 1878. He enjoys an allowance of Rs. 500 per annum, 
and his father's widow has a life pension of Rs. 360 
per annum. Pensions to the extent of Rs. l,f)8J to other 
female members of the family have lapsed from time to 
time. 

Fakir Zalmrudin retired in 1883 after n service of twenty- 
seven years on a pension of Rs. 315 per mensem, which 
he enjoys in addition to the family allowance of Rs. 1,200 
per annum. He received a grant of five hundred acres of 
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waste land in Giijaminrala in 1877- 11 is only son, Tahsildar 

Naobalmrudin, died in 1880 at the age of thirty-five years. 
His daughter married in 1877 Sayad Zafiundin, sou of 
Fakir Kainrudin, a Deputy Inspector of Police in the 
Punjab. 

The late ^aobaharuditi lias left two sons, Iftakharudin, 
born 1863, and Iktadamdin, born 1872, 

Fakir Shamsudin died in 1872 leaving three sons. The 
eldest* Buihanudm commenced life as a Pleader in I860. In 
the following year he became a NtUb-Tahsildar, and soon rose 
to be Tahsildar ami a Superintendent of Settlements. He 
was promoted to an Extra Assistant ointnionersldp in 
1882. Four years later his services were placed at the 
disposal of the Bhopal State and lie was employed as Naib- 
Wazir-i-Mal (Assistant Revenue Minister) on a salary of 
Rs. 500 per mensem. In January 1888 the title of Khan 
Bahadur was conferred upon him under Viceregal San ad hi 
recognition of hi a meritorious services. He had been con¬ 
firmed after his father's death as holding in perpetuity a jagir 
of about nine hundred acres of land in Rakh Raiwind Kadim, 
Tali till Lahore; and the proprietary rights in this plot were 
formally ceded to him by Government in 1885. Ho is at 
present employed as an Extra Assistant Commissioner in the 
Punjab. Burhiuiudin has no children. He married the 
daughter of Sayad Xujib AH Bukhari of Kauga Gil, Bata la* 
Gnrdaspur, 

Shatnsndin’s second son, Zaiiialabudiu, became a Pleader 
in 18(jd, and is still practising. He married twice, one of 
his wives being the daughter of Shekli Shabruti, a Lahore 
merchant, but has no children living. 

Fakir Shnhabudm, third son of Shamsudin, is a Naib- 
Tahsildar, having for short periods held the offices of District, 
Inspector of Schools ut Lahore and Darogha of the Ravi 
ferries. 
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Fakir Kamrudin, third son of Xnrudrn, is an Honorary 
Magistrate at Lahore. He has in this and other capucifcies 
rendered excellent service. In 1882 a khilat of Ks. 500 was 
conferred upon him by Sir Robert Eger ton, Lieutenant- 
Governor, and in the same year he was granted proprietary 
rights in seven hundred glmmaos of waste land in the Lahore 
Tahsil, wherewith he founded a village, naming it Jalalabad, 
after Tub second son. The jagir rights in this village were 
granted to him ill 1887, with succession to his son Jalalu- 
din. He is a Member of the Municipal Committee of Lahore 
and of the District Hoard. The title of Khan Bahadur was 
conferred upon Fakir Sayad Kamrudin in 1887 on the 
occasion of Her Imperial Majesty’s Jubilee celebration. 
His son Zafarudin is a Police Inspector at Go j rat. IIis 
second son Jalaludin is being educated at the Aitchison 
College as a nominee of Sir Charles AitcbLsoti, who presented 
the institution with a scholarship valued at B*. 300 per annum. 

Fakir Hafmidin, fourth son, is a jtensiqner, having retired 
m 1888 after serving many years as a Tahsildar in the 
Panjab. He lost has only son, Tkbaludin in 1881. 

Of the five sons of Charagudin, only Sar&jutlin Lad 
issue, namely two sons, Firozudin and Hasanudin. 
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The family of Baton Cband Dhariwala came originally 
from Payal, a village situated between Ludhiana and Patiala, 
and held various revenue appointments under the Mabomedun 
Emperors. When the Sikha rose to power, Jawala Natli 
entered the service of Sardar C burnt Singh Sukarehukia, as 
a Mimahd, and remained with him and hhs son Mahan Singh 
till his death. Karam Chand was first employed by Sardar 
Bishau Singh Kalal, the confidential agent of Maharaja, Ran jit 
Singh, who retired in the year 1313 to Ban area, where ho 
died. Karam Chand in course of time was promoted to offices 
of trust tinder the Maharaja. Ho accompanied liim in 1805 
on his secret visit to Hard war, and the following year wa 3 
employed as an agent in tho arrangements concluded between 
the Lahore State and the Sikh Chiefs south of the Sat laj. He 
also assisted in drawing up the Treaty of the 25th April 1309 
with the British Government. Sonic timo before, lie had been 
placed at. the head of tho Lahore office, if that can be called 
an office where no accounts were regularly kept. Bawani 
Das first introduced a system of accounts in 1609, front 
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which time Karam Chand worked tinder him, and remained 
in the office till liis death in 183d, 

His eldest son Tara Chand had entered the service of 
Government when very young', and Iris first employment was 
in Peshawar, under Diwan Karpa Ram, in 1S22. lie was 
fietiL in the following year to Kangra, with civil and military 
authority, to collect the ic\l 3 clo 0| ami in v\ as posted 

at FiroKpur to reduce the turbulent inhabitants of that district 
to order, and to suppress dacolty, which had become very 
common, Tara Chand was afterwards made Diwan, and 
placed in charge of Banna, Tank and Derail Ismail Khan, 
ITT-; administration here was not very successful. Of all the 
frontier Chiefs, no one was more hostile to the Sikhs than 
Dilasa Khan of Bannu. Diwan Turn Clmud, who had with 
him the flower of the Sikh chivalry, the Chiefs of Atari, 
Jlajithia, Naka and Botala, led his force of eight thousand 
men and twelve guns against the little fort of Dilasa Klmn ; 
but was ignominiously repulsed with a loss of three hundred 
killed, including the younger Jui Singh Atariwak, and five 
hundred wounded. When Lhc Maharaja heard of this repulse 
he was very indignant and fined the Diwan Rs. 7,000, Tara 
Chand also quarrelled with Eaja Suchefc Singh, who w:is in 
authority in the Derajat, and who could not endure tlio 
Diwan’s independent spirit; so Tara Chand, making a virtue 
of necessity, and pleading ill-health and his desire to make 
his peace with heaven, left the Pan jab in 1338 for Banares, 
where be died in 1S58. 

hLmgnlsen, the second son of Karam Chand, was Coin¬ 
man dant in a cavalry regiment under the Durbar. After 
annexation he received a pension of Rs. ‘180 a year. He died 
in November 1804 leaving one sou, hula Bndliu Mai. 

Ratlin Chand was a great favourite of Maharaja Runjifc 
Bingh and, when quite a bey, used to he in constant attendance 
at Court, When the firA down began to grew upon M 3 
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lip and chin, Ran jit Singh gave him the nickname of 
Dhariwala on ‘ the bearded, 1 to distinguish him from 
Eaton Ghand Doga'i, who was four years younger, and who 
had consaquently no beard at all. He was in 1820 appoints 
ed bo the Postal Department on Rs. 200 a month, with cer* 
tain assignments front the revenue of Peshawar and Hazara* 
He remained in this department during the reign of Ran jit 
Singh and his successors, and under the Durbar was in the 
enjoyment of cash allowances to the amount of Rs. 2,610 and 
jagirs in Oinanagar, Klitmowsvl, Yuhianagttr, Tiwan, Bhindati, 
Hazara and Peshawar, worth Rs. Id,600. Rutan Chand 
happened to ho in the Lahore fort when the Sindhanwalii 
Chiefs seized it, and Raja Hira Singh, believing him their 
accomplice, fined him Rs. 30,000. This money was given 
back by Sardar Jawahir Singh after Him Singh's death. 
After the Satinj Campaign Rnt.an Chand was appointed Post¬ 
master General in the Punjab, and did excellent service 
through out the rebellion of 1848-49, His department had 
at this time to contend with great difficulties, hut the Post¬ 
master G enend’a energy and ability enabled him to surmount 
them. On the annexat ion of the Punjab certain of his jagirs, 
amounting to Rs. 0,800, were released to hint for life, free 
of all service, and a garden worth Its. 200 near the Shah ala mi 
gate of Lahore was released to his male heirs- in perpetuity. 
Rat an Chand was appointed an Honorary Magistrate of the 
city of Lahore in 1862 and Member of the Municipal Com¬ 
mittee. He was one of the most active and intelligent of 
the Honorary Magistrates; and through his liberality the city 
of Lahore hnA been much embellished. The most striking 
of the public works constructed by him is the fine Sarai and 
tank near the Shahnlami gate. He also had a large Ehare in 
the formation of the public guldens round the city; and when¬ 
ever money has been required for any work of public utility, 
Ratan Chan d has shown himself liberal in the extreme. Ho 
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was created a Diwan by the Supremo Government in January 
3605. He died in 1872. 

His eldest sou, Lala Bhagwttn Das, received a jagir 
grant under Sanad dated 7lii January 1874, valued at 
Ra. 2,585. He is an Honorary Magistrate of Lahore and a 
Member of the District Board and Municipal Committee. His 
public services have on several occasions been recognised 
by Government; he takes a keen interest in all matters con¬ 
nected with the welfare of the city, and is a gentleman of 
public and enlightened spirit. He has erected several 
buildings, including a Thaitirdicam on the edge of a Hno 
tank made by his father. 

Diwan Ratan Chtmd's younger brother Haniam Das is 
n Munaif in the Firozpur district. His name is on the 
list of accepted candidates for the post of Extra Assistant 
Commissioner. His son Moti Sam has passed the Entrance 
Examination of the Punjab University. 
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The traditions of tliLs Brahman family go hack to the 
year 1214 when Aland in Masud wms King of Duhli. In this 
year, on account of Lhu persecutions suffered at the Lauds of 
the Mahomeduns, the whole family emigrated, with other 
Hindus, from the sacred city of Mu thru to Ueh near Multan. 
Tills new home was singularly chosen and could hardly have 
been a pleasanter residence than Matlira, as at this very time* 
according to Ferishta, it was overrun by an army of Moghal* 
from Kandahar. Some time afterwards the family settled 
at Lahore, but when happier times came round returned to 
its old homo at Matlira. One ancestor of Kadha Kiiliac, by 
some Narain Das, was celebrated for his learning and piety, 
and is mentioned in the Bhagatvuit or ' Pakir s Necklace * 
of NabhajL A finnan of the Emperor Jahangir, granting to 
Kish an Lul, great-grandson of Narain Das, twenty-four bigas 
of land at Matlira for the purpose of growing the flower* 
used in Hindu worship, is still extant. This document has 
every mark of being genuine, and bears the date 1G1Q A.D. 

Brij Bhutan, son of Kishori Lai, was the very Diogenes 
of Brahmans. The Emperor Shah Jab an, hearing of his piety, 
paid him a visit and was so pleased at his derivation of the- 
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word Hindu, from * hin,' an abbreviation or * Hicsa/ San*? 1 , 
sift, and dn, abbreviation of 1 dm*/ Sans, and Pers. far, 1 fax* 
from sin, 1 that he desired the Bratunau to ask any favour of 
him and it should ho granted. “ Do me then the favour/ 5, 
said Brij Bhutan, “ of never paying mo another visit/ 1 

During the reign of Aurangzeb, Kawnl Naiu, the young¬ 
est son of Brij Bhutan, went to Jaipur, at the invitation of 
Raja Jai Singh I. Here he obtained the charge of a temple, 
with a jagir for its support, which is still held by his descend¬ 
ants. Bansidhar bis grandson was a man of great piety, 
and numbered among his disciples Suraj Mai, the famous Raja 
of Bliartpur. 

Brij raj, or as he was generally called Brijlal, settled in 
Lahore about t he middle of the last century . He wns very- 
much respected hv the Bbangi Chiefs, who were then rulers 
of the city; and when Ran jit Singh rose to power he was 
mude Pandit, ami appointed to read and explain the sacred 
Sanscrit- books. He held this office, remaining- in high favour 
with the Maharaja till his death in 1333, lake his father. 
Pandit Hadhosuduit wbs a great scholar, and there was no 
other Pandit in Lahore who had so extensive an acquaintance 
with Sanscrit literature. In 1S08 lie was appointed Dam* 
Dhaksh, or Almoner to die Maharaja, and chief Durbar Pandit, 
both which offices he held till the annexation. Madhosuihm 
married the daughter of Mt.-ur Batalin, the great Amritsar 
banker. He was a great favourite of the Maharaja, who in 
1824 appointed his son Radha Kislnui tutor to tlio young 
Raja Hira Singh, whose after-life, mean, sensual and untrue, 
did not certainly say much for his education. 

Radha Kishan, who was, tike his father, a Durbar Pandit, 
was in 1846 appointed to superintend the education of tho 
young Maharaja Dalip Singli. 

Pandit Madhosudan held under tho Sikh Government 
jagira q£ tho value ol Ra. 9,935. One vfllagOj Elia Gujar 
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•Sing-li, Lad been granted by Ranjit Singh as a ' DliaramatL' 
to Brijlal and Lis heirs for ever* The other villages included 
in the estate were grants to Pandit Madliosudan himself. 
These were, in 1801, released for life, and two gardens at 
Lahore and Din an agar granted in perpetuity. 

Pandit Mudho&udun died in 18G3. With his three 
elder sous he had violently quarrelled, and lie consequently 
left Lis entire property, with the perpetual jagir, to 
Bavi Dita. Parahad, his Fourth son by a second wife. 
This disposition was contested by the other heirs in the Civil 
Courts. Ultimately however the matter was compromised, 
Davi Dita Pars had retained all the patrimony with the 
exception of tho jagir revenue, which was divided equally 
amongst all the sons, the share of each being Re, 165 per 
annum. 

Unr Kislrnn died before Ids father, in 1S&1, leaving one 
son, Amur Nath. His jagir of Rs. 900 lapsed ; a life pension 
of Pls, 180 per annum being continued to his widow. 

Of the jagir of Pandit Radius. Kislian, amounting to 
Rs. 5,270, Its. 4,700 were released for life, and a garden yielded 
Rs. 100 per annum in perpetuity. 

Kadha Kislian died in 1875. ETo was woll inown and 
was much respected. His exertions in the cause of education 
have been great. He was one of the first to advocate female 
education, and when the American hlission opened an English 
School at Lahore his sons were among the first pupils. Ho 
sent ono of them to study at the Lai tore Medical College, 
when the prejudices against it were still strong. The Pandit 
was a distinguished Sanscrit scholar, well versed in Hindu Law, 
When the Punjab University was founded Pandit Radii a 
Kishau set hims elf out to proclaim its merits throughout the 
different States of the Pan jab, and was thus instrumental in 
securing largo donations from most of the Chiefs. In recog¬ 
nition of these special sendees and of liL scholarly attainments, 


(to 


THE PA AJAB CHIEFS. 


the Pandit was made* a Member of the Senate and was ap¬ 
pointed one of the Board of Examiners in Sanscrit; and the 
Sanscrit Text Society of Loudon conferred upon him the 
honour of Membership. He published a Sanscrit Grammar, 
a Manual of Hindu Medicine and other learned works. The 
Pandit was held in the highest esteem hy the late Sir "Donald 
McLeod, who in 1868 addressed him in the following terms :— 
“ You may rest assured there is no gentleman in the 
Province whose interests I shall ever fool more desirous of 
promoting than yours, nor any whom I consider more deserv¬ 
ing of the favour of Government in recognition of your un¬ 
swerving loyalty, public spirit and strenuous exertions to pro¬ 
mote even^ cause conducive to the public weal.” 

Sir Donald McLeod's certificate of the Pandit’s merits is 
worthy of record. It is dated 22nd August 1870. “ Pandit 
Bad ha Kishau Is one of the wort hiest, most respected and 
most valuable of tho citizens of Lahore. He is a man of 
learning, and has done much to promote the interests of 
Oriental learning. It was a letter addressed by him to 
the Viceroy which led to tho adoption by Government of 
more strenuous and systematic measures for the preserva¬ 
tion and collection of manuscripts than was formerly the case 
He ia a correspondent of Professor Golds dicker, through 
whom he has presented valuable manuscripts to the Sanscrit 
Text Society, and he has been a most hearty and useful pro¬ 
moter of the Pari jab University College movement. He has 
creditably assisted the officers of Government at all times 
in educational matters ; he has taken an especially active in¬ 
terest In the cause of female education; and on no occasion 
1ms he been found wanting, when any opportunity Las been 
afforded him, of assisting m matters calculated to promote the 
public good,” 

Professor Goldstiicker, who received a catalogue of the 
contents of tho Pandit’s Sanscrit Library, expressed his Eur- 
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prise at its w magnificence and richness ; many of its works 
being utterly unknown in Europe/’ In 1884 tbe Local 
Government confirmed Lis proprietary right in two thousand 
acres in the Chuman Tabsil to his son Rishi Kesh, he 
having fulfilled the condition of bringing one-half under 
cultivation within fifteen years of the grant. Tbe Fandit has 
made a gardenia this village (Kot Radiin Kisban) on the lino 
of railway between Lahore and Multan, and ho has built a 
commodious bungalow with out-offices and a fine tank, 
and in other ways greatly improved bis property. To Fandit 
Rishi Kesh was continued for life a jsigir income of Rs. 1.200, 
tbe remainder having lapsed upon the death of Rad ha 
Kishan, Ha held in addition the village of Kofc Badha 
Kishan already mentioned, yielding a rental of about six 
thousand rupees. 

Fandit Rishi Kesb joined the Board of Honorary 
Magistrates at Lahore in 1878. He was appointed a Member 
of the Municipal Committee in 1870, and succeeded bis father 
in the Senate of the Panjab University. Much of bis time 
was devoted to tbe public service; and his family possess 
many testimonials in the form of Sanads from Government 
acknowledging his assistance on various occasions. He died 
in 1888, much regretted by all classes. 

His eldest son, Fandit Bansi Lai, will no doubt maintain 
the good name of the family. His father's jagir wa3 of life 
tenure, and the question of its continuance to the sons is 
pending. 
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The family of llisar Hop Lai is of the Brahman caste, 
ana came originally from Mouza Dilwal in the Jhiiam district. 
Diwan Chand cnrnc with, his sons to Lahore about the year 
1809, and through the interest of his uncle Biuti Ram, who was 
the Treasurer of Ran jit Singh and held by him in great esteem, 
obtained a jagir of Rs. 1,000 for himself at Kahirn, Jhilam, 
and places at Court for his two eldest sons Rup Lai and Beli 
Ram, who were made assistants to their great-uncle in the 
Treasury. Beli Ram soon became a great favourite with the 
Maharaja, and on the death of Basti Ram m 1816 was appoint¬ 
ed his successor, in spite of the opposition and ill-will of the 
Minister Raja Dhian Singh, who wished Jasa Misar,* a jrrotigi 
of his own, and father of Lai Singh (afterwards Raja), to obtain 
the vacant post of Tm1uitiuinia t or Treasurer. Misar Meghraj 
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received about the same time charge of the treasure in the 
Govindgnrh fort at Amritsar, and he held this office during the 
remainder of the Maharaja’s reign. In 1826 Kam Kiaban 
entered the Government service, and was made Chamberlain to 
Ban jit Singh, who always treated him with special kindness. 

In 1832 Misar Kup Lai was appointed Nazim or 
Governor of the Jalandhar Doab, This rich district had 
been ever since its first conquest by Ban jit Singh entrust¬ 
ed to Diwan Mohkiuu Chanel, Tifoti Bam his son, and 
Karpa llsvm his grandson. In 1 S31, when Diwan Moti 
Ram was recalled, Shekh Ghulam Mohniudin, a follower 
of Diwan Karpa Ram, and a lyrtinnical and grasping man, 
was sent as Governor of Haahiarpur and tho neighbouring 
districts. The people of the Doab complained so bitterly 
qf his oppression that, in 1832, he was recalled, and Misar 
Rwp Lai sent in his place. The new Governor was of a 
very different character from his predecessor. Possessing 
considerable wealth himself ho had no inducement to oppress 
the people, and being connected with a Jalandhar family 
ho had an interest in tho prosperity of the district. Elis 
assessment was so light and equitable that, even in the 
famine year of 1833, there were very few unpaid balances. 
Ha would never accept the smallest present, and kept a 
close watch upon the conduct of his subordinates. It is 
refreshing, among tho many Sikh Governors, who have 
considered the people under them n=j created for their 
private profit, to meet with a man like Misar Hup Lai, 
upright and just, whose name is remembered to this day 
by tho people with respect and affection. Hup Lai hold the 
Jalandhar Governorship till when, some mouths after 

the death of Maharaja Ran jit Singh, he was recalled, and 
the old oppressor of the Doab, Ghulam Motmindio, restored. 
Prince Nao Naha! Singh, indignant with Misar Belt Bam 
for having supported his father’s favourite Chet Singh, threw 
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him and his brothers into prison, where they remained six 
months till, at the inter cession of Maharaja Kharak Singh, 
they worn released. Bell Earn was a zealous supporter of 
Prince Sher Singh who, when he ascended the throne, restored 
the Misar to his old post of Toskakbama. Rup Lai he mado 
Governor of Kalanaor and the lands of the Lahore State south 
of the Satinj, with ordei 1 * to resume the Fort and domain of 
Bhartpur from Jamadar Khnshal Singh. Mis&r Megliraj 
returned to Govindgarh as Treasnrer, Beli Bam was mnch 
in the confidence of Maharaja Sher Singh and, in conjunction 
with his friend Blini Gurmukk Singh, tried to forma party at 
Lahore against Raja Bhian Singh, the obnoxious Dogra 
Minister, TTifl intrigues cost him his life; for when Raja Htra 
Singh succeeded his murdered father as hi inis ter, one of hi a 
first acts was to arrest Rhai Gununkb Singh, Bell Bam and 
his brothers, Misar Megliraj and Bup Lai were placed in 
charge of Misar Lai Singh, their old enemy; and Bhai 
Gimmikh Singh, Bell Bam and Bam Kish an were made over 
to Sliekh Imamu din Khan, who imprisoned them in the 
stables attached to hi a house. Bor a long time their fate was 
uncertain; but it at length transpired that all three were 
secretly murdered by the Shekh, acting under Baja Hira 
Singh's orders- Rup Lai and Meghraj, more fortunate, re¬ 
mained in confinement till tho fall of Raja Hira Singh in 
December 1844, when they were released, and Rup Lai was 
made by the Minister Jawahir Singh Governor of Jasrota, 
The sons of Bell Ram, who escaped to Ludhiana at the time 
of their father’s arre3t, remained under British protection till 
1845, when they returned to the Punjab. 

Rup Lai was at Jasrota in 1846 when that country was 
made over to Raja Gulub Singh by the Treaty of the 16th March. 
The Raja vehemently accused him of treason in not yielding up 
the hill forests in accordance with the terms of the Treaty. He 
was accordingly removed by the Durbar Horn Jasrota and placed 
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in charge of Rliotas and JhHam, and wag there when the 
rebellion broke out. He joined Sardar Chatar Singh’s camp 
through compulsion, ho liimself asserts; but bis sympathies were 
certainly with the insurgents, and there is every reason to be¬ 
lieve that he supplied them with money. His sons also left 
Lahore at this critical time and joined their father. For this 
conduct his jagirs and property in Lahore were confiscated. 
He died in September 1605, upwards of eighty years of age, at 
Dilwnl in the Jhilam district. His eon Sawan Mai was a Rasal- 
dar in the 1st Sikh Cavalry. Ho served with great credit in 
Oudh and China, and in 1801 received a jagir of Rs. 400, of 
which one half will descend to his heirs for one genemtion. 
The revenue of these jagir lands (situated in the villages of 
Jaloli, Kara Dogra and Yakipur in the Lahore Talisil) has 
lately risen in value to R$. 817 per annum, fie was also 
granted one thousand ghumaos of land in Tabs LI Hafiaa- 
bad, Gujamnwala, on payment of a iiazarana of Rs. 2,750. 
SarihiT Sawan Mai is at present serving in the 11 th Bengal 
Lancers. As eldest surviving son of the late Misar Rnp Lai he 
is regarded as the leading member of the family. One of his 
sons, Bisk an Das, was for a short time a Dufadnr in bis father's 
regiment, but was obliged to resign owing to had health. 

Misar Similar Das, who was for two years Keeper of the 
Privy Purse to Maharaja Dalip Singh, received after annexa¬ 
tion a donation of Rs. 1,000; his jagir of Rs. 1,500, which was 
a recent grant of Raja Lai Singh, being resumed. 

Misar Makcsh Das, cider brother of Sardar Sawan Mai 
was for seme years a Naib Tukaildar, and died childless at 
Lahore in 1882. Govind Ram, his younger brother, is the 
District Treasurer of Sknlipur and Gujrat. Govind Barn's 
eldest son Mat-hra Dlls is a clerk iu the English office of 
the Deputy Commissioner, Shalipur, 

MIsar Ram Das enjoys a life pension of Rs. 2,000 per 
annum, ilia brother Tkakar Das was Government Treasurer 
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for the districts of Rawalpindi, J Li Sum, Gujarnnwala, Lahore, 
Amritsar, Sialkofc and Gurdaapur. He held a jagir valued at 
Rs- 1,387, which passed to his three sous on Ids death in 1879. 
The eldest, Lachman Das, held the Treasuries of Rawalpindi 
and JliiliiTn until 1882. He and hid brother Ram Labhnya 
field in lease n plot of 2,588 ghuumos of land in Chok Kot 
Miaua, Takaii Bahra, Shall pur ; and a proposition is now 
before Government for granting them the proprietary rights 
thereof in perpetuity. The share of Thaknr Pas's eon Gnuri 
Shankar in the joint family jagir was resumed at his death in 
1884, A pension of Re. 1,387, granted to Misamni Gulab 
Din, widow of Bell Ram, was in like manner resumed in 
1875, His second widow, Misanuii Begum is still alive, en¬ 
joying a pi llion of Rs. 1,387 per annum. 

Misar Mcgbmj was after the Satin j Campaign appointed 
Treasurer to the Durbar, and on the occasion of the visit of 
the Governor-General to Lahore ho received the title of Rai 
Bahndar. In 1849 ho was appointed Treasurer of the 
Lahore Division, a post which he held till his death on the 
1st August 18ij’t. Misar Meghruj hud been appointed 
an Honorary Magistrate in 1362; anti there were few 
in Lahore more deservedly respected. At the time of 
his death he was in enjoyment of jagirs to the value of 
Ils, 3,825, of which Ra. 405 descend to his mule heirs in 
perpetuity. 

Misur Meghroj was succeeded by his son Shco Das as 
Treasurer of five districts in the Panjab, In addition to the 
perpetual jagir of Ka. 403 Misar 3Leo Das enjoyed a grant in 
life tenure valued at Ka. 5,000 per annum. The charge of 
the Treasuries pucsod over toother members of the family on 
hitt death in 1875, The perpetual jagir has devolved on hia 
minor sons Jatn Shankar and Lack mi Nurain. 

Two members of the family, Misar Ram Dos and ilisnr 
Similar Das, are on the Viceregal Darbar List. 
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Codh Singh, sou of a Chaudhri of Manilla! a, was a follower 
oE Saxdar Hari Singh Bliaugi and became possessed of estates 
worth Re. 40*000* On one occasion he and his brother 
It am Singh wore besieged in a small fort near Sialkot 
by some three hundred irregulars of Raja fianjit Deo o! 
damn- The homes belonging to the besieged were stabled 
without the walls, and Godh Singh, fearing that tbej might fall 
into the hands of the onemj, made a saily and disabled them 
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all. The Rajputs, thinking they 'were about to be attacked, 
and frightened by the apparent audacity of the besieged, fled, 
and Sardar Hari Singh, when he heard of this needless de- 
fltruotion of the horse?, said : “ This Godli Singh is a perfect 
Kamla (idiot). This uncomplimentary cogiiomon has since 
remained attached to him and the family. 

Godh Singh and Ms brother fought under the Bhangi 
Chiefs against Sanjit Deo, Sansar Chand of Eatoch and the 
Sukarchakias, and on the death of Godh Singh, without issue, 
Utam Singh succeeded to the estate; but both he and 
his two elder sons died soon afterwards, and Jai Singh 
became the head of the family, His jagirs were increased 
by Sardar Gulab Singh Bhangi to Rs. 50,000; and when 
that Chief died in 1900, Jai Singh joined Kanjit Singh, then 
lately master of Lahore. He was a good soldier and fought 
bravely in many campaigns, and received additional jagirs 
worth Its, 40,000 in Slick ho pur a, Sidhni and BhaowaL 
In 1317, becoming too old for active service, the Maharaja 
appointed him Judge at Amritsar, resuming all but, Ra, 
30,000 of Lis jagir, and granting him a cash allowance 
of Rs. 8,0uG. Jai Singh died in 1827. Of his sons, Mangal 
Singh had been killed at Hank era in 1821, and his jagirs of 
Rs. 0,000 had been continued to his son Wir Singh. Jaimal 
Singh, the second son, had also acquired a separate estate 
of Rs. 8,000 ; but on his father’s death both his and the jagirs 
of hia nephew were resumed, and in their stead the Maharaja 
granted Jai Singh’s estate, less the village of Rasul pur in the 
Cis-Satlaj States, which was worth Rs, 3,000. Amur Singh, the 
third son of Jai Singh, received an annuity of Es. 800, while 
the three younger sons of Man gal Singh were provided for; 
Chugatra Singh being made Rasaldar in General Ventura’s 
Brigade, and Khem Singh and Shc-r Singh receiving the 
village of Pati in Sialkofc, with a cash allowance. When Wir 
Singh died in 1330 halt his estate was resumed, and the 
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remainder divided between hm brother and his son Buta Singh. 
Jnimnl Singh was Commandant in the Chnrymri Horse, and 
served under Raja Sachet Singh on the frontier and elsewhere. 
At annexation. Hs. 2,000 of his jagir wore maintained for his 
life. Slier Singh ynil Buta Singh joined the rebels in 1848 
and lost everything ; and the Rs. 4,000 jagir of Khem Singh, 
whose conduct was suspicious, was reduced to Us. 1,000. On 
the death of Jairnnl Singh ids sons received a pension of 
Bs. 688, which they still hold* 

Sardnr Buta Singh was in receipt of au annual pension of 
Rs, 240 until his death in 1874. Ho was a Zaildar in his link a. 
A grant of Hs. 50 per annum was made to his widow, who is 
still alive. Of the Kardar’s three sons, Lid Singh, surviving, 
took service ns a Dafadar in the old 18th Bengal Cavalry, 
hut retired on the breaking up of that regiment. He now 
lives at Alanhiih. and is a Member of the Kasur Local Board. 
He married into the Ragnwalia (Gnrdaspur) family. Sardar 
Sher Singh took service in 1857 as a Naib Rasahlor under 
Colonel Yoyle in the Hydrubnd Contingent. He behaved 
with great gallantry throughout the disturbances in Oudh 
and was made Rasaidar and Sardar Bahadur- Ho also 
received a jagir valued ut three thousand rupees per 
annum in the district of Baraieb. On the return of peace 
he resigned the service and paid a visit to England. He died 
in 1871. His son Sardnr Tara Singh served as Jemadar with 
the 3rd Cavalry, Hydrahad Contingent, throughout the late 
Afghan War, He is now at the head of the family and lives 
at Kaln in the Lahore district. 
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considerable power during- the reign of Maharaja Ran jit 
Singli, Even among the Sikh nobility the family is con¬ 
sidered a new one, and it was more by their strength and 
prowess in battle than by their cleverness that its members 
gained lands and wealth, 

Suudar Singh was a Jat villager, father of seven sons, 
of whom only the genealogy of two is here given, as the 
descendants of these alone became distinguished. His only 
daughter, Karan, he married to Sarjar Lai riingh, a Jitgirdar 
in the vicinity of P;tk Piiinn, who took his brothers-in-law 
into his service, and they rode behind liim in all his maraud- 
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mg expeditions till their sister, jealous for the influence of 
her husband, induced him to turn them adrift. Jawant 
Singh with his cousins came to Lahore and entered the 
service of Ran jit Singh. For some time they remained 
unnoticed ; but at the bloody battle of Baisab, fought near 
Atock, in July 1813, by Diwan Mohkarn Chand against the 
Afghan Wazir, the cousins, six of whom were engaged in the 
fight, were so conspicuous for bravery and strength that- the 
Maharaja gave them the jagir of Rangilpnr, worth Rs. 2,500, 
and to Jawant Singh, who had specially distinguished 
himself, five villages in the Gujrat district, valued at Es. 30,000, 
subject to the service of one hundred and fifty so wars $ and hia 
brothers were placed under his command. In 1818 he served at 
Multan, and the next year in Kashmir, where he was severely 
wounded in the side by a spear. For this wound he received 
an assignment of Es. 2,500 per annum out of the Kashmir 
revenue. The family jagirs at one time reached Rs. 1,35,000, 
including Rs. 2,000 from the estate of their inhospitable 
connection Sardar Lai Singh. 

After the death of Maharaja Run jit Singh in 1839, and of 
Jawant Singh in 1840, the jagirs of the Mokal family remained 
intact ■ those which had been specially assigned to Jawant 
Singh descending to his two sons Bela Singh and Guram kb. 
Singh, for the estate had been divided in 1830, Their contin¬ 
gent of two hundred and fifty horsemen was however raised to 
three hundred, and the brothers were placed under the com¬ 
mand of Prince Nao Kabul Singh. They did not get on well 
together; the elder suspecting the younger of a desire to 
obtain not only the larger portion of the jagir, but the 
Sardarsbip itself. Raja Him Singh was Minister at the 
time, and on a nozdruaa of Rs. 20,000 being paid by Sardar 
Bela Singh he confirmed him in the Chief ship and jagir, which 
Gurmnkh Singh took so much to heart that he died of 
vexation shortly afterwards, in 1845. M hen the First Punjab 
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War broke out, Sard nrs Bela Srngh and Suvjan Singh with 
two hundred horsemen joined the army, and formed part of 
the detachment which advanced to Mudki and Firozshahar. 
They were both present at Sobraon; and Bela Singh, severely 
wounded in the battle, was drowned in the Sntlaj in the 
vain attempt to ford the river after the bridge of boats had 
been broken down. For several days his servants searched 
for his body, but it was never found. When Baja Lai Singh 
was confirmed as Minister at Lahore, nearly half of Sardar 
Bela Singh’s jagirs were resumed ; but there was still left to 
Surjan Singh estates worth Es. 63,800, of which Es. 45,300 
were subject to the service of one hundred and sixty-three 
sowars. Surjan Singh enjoyed this estate up to 1849, when, 
1 laving with his cousin Kliazuxi Singh joined the national party, 
it was resumed, with the exception of Rangilpur, worth Es. 
1,000, which had been assigned on the death of Sardar Gurmukh 
Singh as a provision for his widow and daughter. This was 
upheld to the widow Ind Kanr, Khazau Singh received a 
pension of Rs. 450, and Mukadam Singh one of Es. 72, which 
they still hold. Sardar Surjan Singh’s pension of Ks. 1,260 
lapsed at Ids death in March 1864. His son Cliatar Singh, 
who succeeded him as Lambardar, embraced Mahomedanisut 
in 1879 and changed his name to that of Fateh Din. He 
has a son, Karim Bakhsb, by a Mahomed an wife. There is con¬ 
siderable ill-will between the two branches of Jawant Singh’s 
family, as it is believed that Sardar Gurmukh Singh lost 
his life by the witchcraft and incantations of his elder brother. 

In 1853 Mans Singh was made a Rasaldar in the 
Banda Military Police, in which he remained till 1861. In 
September 1359 he distinguished himself by the manner in 
which he led his troop against very superior numbers of the 
enemy, and on this occasion be was wounded in the head, 
and his horse waa wounded under him; but he mounted a 
fresh horse, and was again foremost in the tight and the 



LAHORE DISTRICT. 


iJ3 

pursuit, In 1H61, when lie was discharged on the reduction 
of the Police force, he was made Zaildar or Honorary Police 
Magistrate of twenty-eight villages in the neighbourhood of 
Mokal; and in IS62 he received a grant of seven hundred and 
twenty acres of waste land in Rakh Mudki near C Iranian. 
Godar Singh was Rasaltlar in Hod son’s Horse, and serv¬ 
ed for more than two years with credit. He was dis¬ 
charged when his troop was disbanded in March 1860. 
When the Chinese War broke out, Godar Singh volunteered 
bis services, but there was no vacancy in Fane’s Horse at the 
time, and they were declined. He received a grant of fifty 
acres of land in Rukh Mudki at the same time as his cousin 
Man a 8 high. He is Zaildar of Thata Jaloki, Cliuninn, Lahore. 
He was given a place in the Provincial Durbar List in succes¬ 
sion to Mona Singh in 1384. Hukadam Singh was also a 
Rasaldar, and on his retirement received a grant of one 
hundred acres of land and was appointed a Zaildar of 
Sultanki in the Lahore district. Both his sons are dead. 
One of them, Kishan Singli, was a Dafadar in the 11th 
Bengal Lancers, 

Mana Singh died in 1884. His sou Kamin Bingh has 
succeeded him as Zaildar, and Ala Lain bandar. He is a Mem¬ 
ber of the Local Board. Two Others of his sons, lhirtab Singh 
and Lai Singh, have become Mahoraedons. Thu former is 
a Zaildar in the Canal Department. Sardar Tej Singh, 
son of Godar Singh, has also changed his religion, and now 
calls himself Abdul Rahman. He is employed as a Daroghu 
on the Western Janma Canal. 

Bhudha Singh, the brother of Man a Singh, was a Dafadar 
in the Banda Police, which he left in 1861 when the force 
was reduced. The family reside at Mokal in the Lahore 
district. They hold half the village in proprietary right, 
besides three shares uiKik Jaswant Singh, and three hundred 
acres of land in Sultanki. 
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Sardar Milka Siogh was one of the most powerful of the 
Sikh Chiefs who lived during the latter half of the last century. 
Mis native place was Ivuleki, near Kssur; but leaving this he 
founded the village of Thcpur (Lahore district) and took pos¬ 
session of Narwar, Jandhir, Dalen and other villages, some in 
the neighbourhood of Thcpur; others in the Gujuramvala and 
Gnjrat districts. Not content with these possessions, he 
marched to the northward and seized Rawalpindi, then an 
insignificant place inhabited by Rawed mendicants. ‘Milka 
Singh perceived liow admirably Rawalpindi was situated, 
and fixed hia head-quarters there, building new houses and in 
some measure forti(ring the town. Rawalpindi was at this time 
no undesirable possession. It was on the highway into India, 
exposed to the attacks of Afghan invaders, and the surrounding 
country was held by fierce and warlike tribes. But Milka 
Singh held his own. He conquered a tract of country around 
Rawalpindi worth three lakhs a year; and even the tribes of 
Hazara had respect for his name and power. He had adopted 
the cognomen of Theparin, from the village he had founded; 
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but in the north he was known as hlilka Singh Findiwala, and 
this name still belongs to the family, 

lie died in 1804. Ran jit Singh, whom Milka Singh had 
joined in several eapedit inns, did nut feel strong enough to 
seize the estates of his old friend, whom he used to call Balxi 
Or grandfather, and was compelled to confirm them to Jiwfin 
Singh, liis only son. Of this Sardar there is little to record. 
He fought, during the first Kashmir Campaign of 1814, and 
died the rest year, 

Anand Singh, the eldest of Jiwan Singh's three sons, 
succeeded to a portion of his father’s jagirs. The Maharaja 
resumed Rs. 2*92,000, and left only Rs, 8,000 of the old estate, 
granting new jagirs to the value of Rs. 42,000 in the Firozpur 
district, near Zafnrwal, subject to the service of one hundred 
horsemen. Ram Singh, who survived his father only one 
year, had a jsgir assigned to him in Hazara, and Gummkk 
Singh received Suit uni and Kalri, worth Bit 2,000, in the 
Gitrduspur district. The force which Sardara Milka Singh 
and Jiwan Singh had kept up wits transferred to the service 
r>f the State and placed under Sardar Afcnr Singh Sindhan- 
wnlia, l>earin^ the name of the Deis Pindiwala, and. l iununkh 
Singh received an appointment in it. Tn December 18-W, 
shortly lifter General \ entura lvad taken the fort of 
Kamhtgarh in Mandi, the people of Kulu rase in revolt, 
cut off and annihilated four companies of the Pindiwala, and 
killed Gnrmukh Singh who was in command. Anjrnd Singh 
died in 1831. His only son Fateh Singh was then a Ixjy of 
eight years of age, and in 1836 the Maharaja reduced his 
jilgir to Rs. 13,000, subject to the service of twenty horse. The 
villages which were* left, were ten in number : The pur, Kiln 
Sardur Daloki and Kaleki iu the Lahore district; Kehli and 
Raja Tal in Amritsar; Loli, Lohri and Duui in Sialkot j and 
Kasoki nnd Samobala in G njaranwaln. On the annexation of 
the Pan jab, the personal jagir of Fateh Singh, worth Rs. 3,000, 
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t™s confirmed to him for life, one quarter to descend to his 
sons. Bs. 5 f 10U were also confirmed to the two widows □£ 
Anucd Singh and the widows of Gurmukh Singh and Jiwan 
Singh. These ladies have since died, and their jagir holdings 
have been resumed. 

Snrdar Fateh Singh died in 1886, One-fourth of the jagir 
has been continued to his three sons, Shamsher Singh, Dhiim 
Singh and Kalian Singk The family are not represented in 
.Durbar. 
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Out! of the principal Jat families of the AlanjLa is fclia 
Sindh u, and to this family Snrtlar Sadho Singh belongs. Its 
founder* Siudlin, appears to have been of Rajput origin, but 
during the thirteenth century emigrated from Ghazni in 
Afghanistan to the M&njhn, where he settled with hia family. 
How his ancestors became first resident in Afghanistan Is un¬ 
certain ; but in all probability they were among the numerous 
Hindu captives that Sultan Mahmud carried away with him 
after his Indian expeditions, and a large colony of whom he 
planted in hia new and beautiful capital of Ghazni, Some of 
the Sindhu Juts assert that it was Ghazni in Southern 
India from which their ancestor emigrated ; but this story is 
improbable and is entirely unsupported by proof. 

Changa, the thirteenth in descent from Sindhu, was 
an influential Chaudri, and founded, some fifteen miles south- 
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east of Lahore, the village of Fadhania, where the family still 
resides. He was the chief of the thirty Jab Chau dr is and 
headmen who went on a mission to the Emperor Akbar 
to arrange the marriage of that monarch, with a daughter of 
Mir Mita Dhariwal, a Zamindar of Dow la Kangra, near 
Wadni, in the Firozpur district. The Emperor first saw the 
girl, who was very beautiful, at her village well. She had a 
pitcher of water on her head, yet contrived to place her foot 
upon the rope of a refractory and runaway heifer and hold 
it captive till its owner came up. Akbar was so delighted 
with this feat of strength and skill that he wished to marry 
tier; but her father declined the honour, without the consent 
of his caste. He assembled a committee of seventy-one 
Lambardars and Chaudris, thirty-five Jats and thirty-six 
Rajputs* to decide the question. The Rajputs considered the 
alliance disgraceful ; but the Juts, with Changa at them head* 
approved of it, and the m arriage took place accordingly. 
Akbar rewarded the thirty-five with lands anti honours; and 
these were the ancestors of all the Jat families in the Punjab 
of any consideration, so much so* that the chief Jat- 
fajniliea are called painti, thirty-five, and the chief Rajput 
families chill, thirty-six, at the present day. Changa, who 
from his antecedents might be expected to have been 
among the chati, was, on the contrary, found in the ranks 
of the Jots. His family had been so long Jat cultivators 
that their Rajput prejudices had died away. He was a man 
of considerable influence, and his son succeeded to his power; 
but his grandson Dibawas, during the reign of Jahangir, 
was degraded from the office of Chaudri for murder. 

When the Sikhs rose to power, Sakha Singh, who was 
then the representative of the family, with his two sons 
Mit Singh and Sahib Singh, joined the popular faith, Mit 
Singh entered the sendee of Sartlar Mahan Singh Sukarchakia, 
and Sabib Singh that of Sardar Gujar Singh of Lahore. 
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From the Sukarchakia leader Mil Singh received an estate 
worth Rs. 12,000, and on Mahan Singh ’3 death he followed 
the fortunes of the young Ban jit Singh, and was with him 
at the capture of Lahore in 1790. He later accompanied 
theKasur expedition and rose high in favo.ni' with, his master, 
who gave him many valuable estates. In 1314 he was in com¬ 
mand of the rear guard of the many during its retreat from 
Kashmir, The tribes came down in force, and handled, 
Mit Singh's division very severely and wounded the SaTdar 
himself mortally, Eanjit Singh was much grieved at his 
loss, and swore to befriend his son Jawala Singh, to whom, 
accordingly, all hia father's possessions were confirmed; and 
in addition he received a new jagir, worth Rs. L, 25,000, at 
Haripur Goler in Kangra, / 

Saida* Jawala Singh was a brave and an $ble man. He 
was present at the capture of Multan in 1818, and dis¬ 
tinguished himself at Mankera, Tepi, Kolkapura and 
Kashmir; and on one occasion, bgk'mg in charge of the 
Atoek fort, he gallantly held ^ut, with a few hundred 
horsemen, against the wJ^ole Afghan army. In 1829 
he was struck by paralysis; and though he lived till 
1835 he was no longefr able to serve in the field or to 
attend at Durbar. ELfe illness is said to have been brought 
on in the following^ manner. The troops occupying the 
-Jjgngra fort had mutinied; and the Maharaja sent Jawala 
HinghT^I^n 5 v ^fry popular with the army, to induce them 
to return to their duty. The fort was too strong to reduce, and 
Jawala Singh wa3 compelled to confine himself to arguments; 
and, at length, on solemn promises of full pardon, persuaded 
the mutineers to submit. But the Maharaja cared nothing for 
the pledged word of Jawala Singh. He put the ringleaders to 
death, and fined and degraded the other mutineers. This con¬ 
duct so mortified Jawala Singh, who considered his honour lost, 
that it brought on the illness from which he never recovered. 
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There is no one of tlie Sikli Sardara whoso name is 
mote rcnowne* l for ge ncrosity and munificence than Jawala 
Singh. The young daughter of his cousin Kalian Singh, who 
had died in very embarrassed circumstances, Jawala Singh 
adopted as his own. He gave her a large dowry, and is said 
to have spent upwards of a lakli of rupees upon her marriage. 
At the commencement of his last illness he distributed an 
equally large sum of money among the fakirs and Brahmans. 
ISor was he less liberal to strangers than to his own family, 
ns the following story will show. When Prince Slier Singh 
hail failed so signally in his administration of Kashmir, the 
Maharaja looked about for victims upon whom to avenge the 
failure. Among others, the principal agent of the Prince, 
Diwan R 11153 khi Singh Chamyamvnla, was ordered to Lahore. 
His accounts jvere declared fraudulent, and he was. fined Rs. 
1 , 2 - 5,000 withoul enquiry into the proofs against him. There 
is no doubt the fiifs was deserved, for at that time Kashmir 
wes considered by the'SSiJikh officials as a sheep "fold under the 
protection of the wolves 7 Ss S 5 d the Diwan proclaimed that he 
was unable to pay the flue. TfifcMnharaja ordered him to be 
flogged until be should discover bi3 wealth was con* 

coaled. The unhappy wretch was diNt'-^d out of the presence, 
past the Demi ti or ante-chamber, wln^ were seated Raja 
Dhian Singh, Jawala Singh and many (W ier Chiefs. W lien 
Diwan Baisnkhs Singh saw them, he ii® lored their inter¬ 
cession with the Maharaja, andthrew himseMb^m, cry¬ 
ing out “ I am your cow. Save me ! " But ffooue took the 
slightest notice of him, except Surdar Jawala Singh. He listen¬ 
ed to the whole story, and then had the courage to go before 
the Hah uni j:t and beg for the remission of the punishment, 
offering himselF to pay the whole fine. Ranj it Singh con¬ 
sented and, being utterly without the power of appreciating 
a noble and magnanimous action, recovered the fine, to the 
last rupee, from Jawala Singh, whom, as might have been 
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supposed) the Divan Forgot ever to pay. As another instance 
of his generosity, it may be mentioned that in his ancestral 
village of Pndhania he never took rent or revenue from any 
of his own, the Sindlm tribe. 

On the death of Jawula Singh, the Maharaja resumed 
the larger portion of his jagir, for Burdit Singh, the Surdar's 
only son, was of weak intellect; and although he used to 
attend at Court, yet he was unable to hold any independent 
co mm and. He, however, retained estates w'orth Es, 27,425, 
subject to the service of one hundred horsemen. In 1348 
this Contingent was in Hazara with Sard nr Chatar Singh 
Atariwala when he rebelled. Most of the men remained 
true to Government, and on the annexation/ of the Pan jab, 
Ilardit Singh and his mother were allowed/to retain an estate 
worth Es. 9,000 per annum, / 

In 1800 Hardit Singh died, leaving one son, Sadho 
Singh, who died at the age of fifteen years while still a 
student in the Lahore CoEega-' The present head of the 
family is Sardar A turn Sin^h, son of Kaftan Singh. Ho 
lives ut Padhania, and/lg an Honorary Magistrate with 
jurisdiction in fifty-two/ villages. He win? lately created a 
Sardar and given a tifanatl under the hand of the Viceroy. 
He is well known X n d much liked in the Lahore district. 
The jagir allowanciL in the family have ceased ; bnt the 
SardF tas proprietary rights in four villages, and he is in 
flouri shi n Aejrc ivni^tcnce s. 

Gurbuksh Singh, nephew of Sardar Attna Singh, a 
Xhib-Tnlisilikr, died in 1882, His son Harnand Singh is 
betrothed to a daughter of the kte Sardar A jit Singh Atari¬ 
wala of Amritsar. The Family have been fortunate in securing 
good alliances for their sons and daughte r by marriage. 
They have thus become connected with some of the best 
houses iti the Manjlia, 
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The ancestors o! Divan Shankar Nath were inhabitants 
of Kashmir. Tlfe f -‘ first to leave Ms native country was Lai 
Chani.l Kaul, who immigrated to Dehli during the reign of the 
Emperor Shah . Tahafft and entered the service of Ali Martian 
K linn, the acoompl ished jjP 0 is ter of the Moghal Prince. The re 
he acquired considerable weYiJ r h, and after some years returned 
to Kashmir. His success indued several others of the family 
to follow Ms example; and among ih! 113 emigrants was Eng bn at h 
Ku ill, who settled at Fnizabad, whe&p a son > Hari Earn, was 
horn to him. He then took servicethe Maharaja of 
Gwalior, and became Mir Munshi of CiW onel Bonis Burqnien, 
one of the French officers in the Mah^t® &rro J- Bis son 
Hari Earn worked under him till the overtLi irovr Bie 

power threw' both father and son on thew° rl<i * JS^Eam 
soon after this was invited to Lahore by a native, Biwau 
Ganga Ram, who had taken service with Rrmjifc Singh in 
1813, and had risen to offices of trust and profit. He accepted 
the invitation and, being a ready writer, was placed in charge 
of the Divan^ office. In 1817 he was attached as Munshi to 
the person of the Maharaja, and In 1818 held the same office 
with Eharak Singh the heir-apparent, whose jaglr accounts 
ho kept. 
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Sliankar Nath, horn at Dtdili in 1S05, was brought to 
Lahore by his father in 1820 and placed in Prince Kharak 
Singh's Treasury office. He wad afterwards transferred to 
the Central Record office, in which lie remained till the an¬ 
nexation of the Fan jab. His connection with Baja Dina Nath, 
whose sister he had married, gave Pandit Shankar Nath much 
influence; anil lie was besides known for ability and unim¬ 
peachable honesty. During the time of the Residency, from 
1840 to 1340, Shankar Nath was largely and confidentially 
employed by British officers, Messrs. Bo wring, Cocks, Wed- 
derburn and Major MaCgregor j and all have borne witness 
to the value of his services and to his high character. Being 
chief Munshi of Raja Dina Nath’s office, a large amount of 
revenue work was made over to him, and he himself disposed 
of upwards of eight thousand cases. Till 1840 Shankar Nath 
held jagirs to the value of Eg. 0,500, besides cash allowances, 
Es. 1,360 and Rs. 2,412, for Ida establishment. The jagirs 
situated in Shekhopura and Gujrat were resumed, and a pension 
of Rs, 2,620 was assigned to him for life. In 1862 .Shankar 
Nath was appointed Honorary Magistrate of Lahore. In this 
office he gave great satisfaction by his impartiality and activity. 
He possessed great knowledge of Hindu Law, and in intricate 
cases of custom, inheritance and religion his opinion was sought 
with confidence by the English Magistrates of Lahore, In 
January 1665 he was created a Diwaii by the Supremo 
Government* He was for many years a Member of the 
Municipal Committee. He died in 1676, regretted by all 
classes, and was succeeded as head of the family by his son 
Parem Natli, Nazir of the Deputy Commissioner’s Court, 
Lahore, Iu recognition of the Diwan’s loyal and faithful 
services, a grant was made in I860 to Parem Nath of one 
thousand acres in Rnkk Bald Bachoke in the C human Taliail 
of the Lahore district, upon favourable rates for a term of 
twenty years. Parem Nath has here founded the village of 
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Parent Nagar. It lies within four mi lea of Raiwind Junction 
on the Lahore-Multan Railway. Parem Nath retired on a 
pension in 1884 after thirty years’ service, and died in 1885. 
He was a Darbari on the Lieutenant-Governor’s List. Elis 
eldest son Duarka Nath was an Extra Assistant Cointms- 
sioner, hut survived his father only two years. 

Pandit Sheo Nath, second son of Diwnn Shankar Nath, 
has been in the service of the Maharaja of Jainu for the past 
eighteen years, as an attendant at the Court, without being 
assigned any special duties. He receives an allowance of 
Re. 125 peT mensem from the Jamu Darbar. He may be 
regarded as the present head of the family. He has no seat 
in Darbar. 
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Biusakhi Sam, father of Eakshi Bliagat Ram, was a 
money-changer, in a very small way of business, in the city 
of Lahore, In 1818, Bliagat Ram, then nineteen years of age, 
was taken into the Treasury office as a writer on Rs. 60 a month 
by Misar Beli Ram, the chief Toshukhanu* or Keeper of the 
State Treasury. In 1824 he received the post of Assistant 
Writer of the Accounts of the Privy Purse, with Rs, 50 per 
mensem additional pay. He was in 1831 deputed to accom¬ 
pany Prince Sher Singh to the hill country of the Jalandhar 
Doab to collect the revenue from Tira and Sujaupur, and the 
tribute from Mnndi, Suket and Kulii. The next year Bbagat 
Ram returned to Lahore and was appointed Bak&hi, or Pay¬ 
master of fifty battalions of infantry, eight regiments of caval¬ 
ry and twenty batteries of artillery on a salary of Rs. 2,520 a 
year. He held this appointment throughout the reigns of 
Maharajas Ranjit Singh and Kharah Singh, aod in 1841 
Maharaja Slier Singh granted him, in addition to his cash 
allowance, jugirs at Ajnala and Surapur worth Rs. 3,000, 

Bakshi Bbagat Ram was exceedingly popular with the 
army, and after the assassination of Sher Singh his influence 
became very great. He was at the head of one division of the 
Mntsadi or Munshi party, while Diwan Dina Nath was all- 
powerful in another, composed of the clever and unscrupulous 
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Kashmiri Brahmans* After the murder of Baja Hira Singh 
and Pandit Jak on the 21st December 1844, it was decided in 
Darbar that the Government should he carried on by a Council 
composed of Sardar Jawahir Singh, Ruja Lai Singh, Diwan 
Dina Nath, Sardar* Alar Singh Ralknwak, Sham Singh 
Atariwala and Bakshi Bhagat Bam; hut it was not long be¬ 
fore the chief power fi ll into the hands of Jawahir Singh 
Mk& Lai Singh alone* 

The Bnkshi went to Jnmu with the expedition against 
Raja Gulab Singh in March 1845, and his great influence 
with the troops induced the Raja to bestow upon him enor¬ 
mous presents. But these Rliagat Ram was very near losing, 
for, when the army had brought Golab Singh to Lahore, that 
Prince professed his willingness to guarantee to the troops a 
higher rate of pay, provided that all the Chiefs contributed 
according to their means; and the Eakshi he put down for a 
donation of five lakhs of rupees, which was in reality less than 
he had received at Jamu, 

In June 1845, the army, weary of the incapacity of the 
Minister, Jawahir Singh, demanded that he should be dis¬ 
missed from office, and that in his stem! Diwan Dina Nath, 
Bhagat Bam, or Raja Lai Singh, or the three conjointly, 
should be appointed to the Wazirship. The Rani, however) 
contrived to bring about a reconciliation between her brother 
Jawahir Singh and her lover Lai Singh, and the incom¬ 
petent Wazir remained at the head of affairs until his assassi¬ 
nation three months later. 

A new jagir, worth Bs, 8,000, at Datarpur in the Jalan¬ 
dhar Doab, was granted to the Bake hi by Maharaja Dalip 
Singh. When the Doab was ceded to the British Government 
by the Treaty of the 9th March 1840, Bhagat Bam lost his 
jagir; but another of the same value was granted to him in 
the Talwandi Pargana of the Amritsar district. His ca-ffi 
allowance was reduced to Rs. 1,300, and the next year he 
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received an additional jagir at Bharnmkot, worth Rs. 2,000. 
His emoluments at this time amounted in cash and land to 
Rs. 14,300. 

When at the close of 1847 Mr. John Lawrence, the 
Officiating Resident, was attempting to introduce some order 
and system into the Sikh administration, Bakshi Bhagat Rum 
was directed to render the army accounts, which he had not 
done for several years. When he would do this by no in¬ 
ducement whatever ho was suspended from office, and four 
Paymasters were appointed in his room, and a regular system 
of audit and account was introduced. Still failing to render 
the accounts, thejagirs of Bakshi Bhagat Ram were resumed. 
At length the accounts were produced. About five and a half 
lakhs of rupees appeared against him ; but a large portion of this 
was allowed to bo written off. Part was due from various 
officers of the army ; and on payment, of the balance the ac¬ 
counts were passed by the Darbnr. Several months later Sir 
F. Currie refused to secede to the wish of the Durbar and 
restore to the Bakshi his resumed jagirs; and accordingly at the 
annexation of the Panjab he had no claims on the new Govern¬ 
ment. A pension of Its. 1,200 per annum was, however, grant¬ 
ed to him in 1853, on the recommendation of the Chief 
Commissioner. 

Bhagat Ram was never accused of embezzlement of the 
public money; and his poverty, when he possessed such 
ample opportunities of enriching himself at the expense of the 
State, is the proof of his personal honesty. But, although he 
did not himself plunder the State, he was in no way careful to 
check the depredations of others. His subordinates in the 
Military Pay Department were the most greedy and unscru¬ 
pulous of men. They grew rich on the plunder of the army, 
and were the objects of universal hatred. If Bhagat Ram 
had been less amiable and more energetic he would have been 
n valuable public servant . 
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On the death of Batshi Bhagat Bara in 1865, one-third of 
his life pension of Rs. 100 per mensem was continued to liis 
widow, who has since died. His son Jamiat Rai was at one 
lime a Naib Tahsildar in the Jalandhar district, but he was 
dismissed the service in 1873. He has taken up his abode in 
Banarcs. Hia son Dilbagh Rai is a Moharir in the Postal 
Department. The family has sunk into obscurity and is no 
longer one of note in the Province. 
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MALIK SAHIB KHAN KASURIA* 
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The ancestors of Malik Sahib Khan were Bhati Rajputs, 
resident in the Sirsa district. About the year 1520, Gagu 
and Nolu, two members of the family, obtained from Ibrahim, 
the last of the Lodi dynasty, a grant of thirty thousand acres of 
waste land in the Kasur district. Thither the brothers pro¬ 
ceeded with their families, and founded several villages, Hariki, 
Bctu nnd the two Nols. About this time also, whether from 
conviction, or indue need by the grant of land, they became 
converts to Mnhomedanmm. When the Sikhs became power¬ 
ful, about the middle of the eighteenth century, Kasur with its 
large Mahomed an population, consisting partly of Fathan 
colonists and partly of Hindu converts, fell into the hands 
of the Bhangi Chiefs, who held it till 1794, when Niaamudm 
Khan, the Fathan leader, drove out the Sikhs, and contrived 
for some years to hold his own against all opposition. 
ASizamudni Khan wn- assassinated by some of his relations 
in 1SG2, and bis brother Kutabdin Khan became Chief in 
Kasrtr. He married a daughter of Kliewa Khan, and be¬ 
stowed upon his father-in-law an estate worth Rs. 10,000 in 
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addition to Ms ancestral villages. In 1307 Kasnr was con¬ 
quered by Eanjit Singh, and Kutabdin Kliim was permitted to 
retain Mamdot, to the south of the Satlaj, whither he retired, 
accompanied by Khewa Khan, who received a jagir in Mamdot 
of the same value as that he had lost in Kasnr, subject to the 
service of a contingent of horse. For many years, under 
Kutabdin and Ins successor .Jamnludin, Malik Khewa per¬ 
formed military service; and when he grew old hi a son 
Khidrudin headed the contingent on active service. Khairu- 
din Khan during the First Afghan War was stationed at 
Peshawar with the one hundred horsemen of the Mamdot con¬ 
tingent; and after its disastrous termination lie accompanied 
the second my under General Pollock to Kabul with the 
Mamdot horse and one hundred men from the Mokal and Atari- 
wala contingents. His services, at a time when the Sikh 
brigade was notoriously hostile and refused to advance, were 
very valuable, and on his return to the Punjab both General 
Pollock and Major Mackeson recommended him to the kindness 
of Maharaja Sher Singh, who promised to increase bis jagir, 
but was assassinated before be was able to carry out his inten¬ 
tion. At this time Jamaludin Khan, Chief of Mamdot, con¬ 
fiscated the jagir of Khewa Khan, who retired to the village 
of Beta, an ancestral possession, where he died at a very ad¬ 
vanced age, in ISoG. Maharaja Dalip Singh, in compensation 
for this loss of the Mamdot jagir, gave to Khairudin Khan, in 
1344, sis villages near Kasnr, worth Rs. 6,000. During tho 
latter part of the Satlaj War he fought on the side of the 
British, crossing tho river with his whole family and joining 
the camp soon after the battle of Firozshahar. During thn 
retrenchments that followed the deposition of Raja Lid Singh 
bis jagir was reduced to Rs. 4,000, and shortly afterwards two 
more villages, were taken away; the Kardara affirmin g that 
the revenue of the two remaining ones, Betu and Mat rail, 
was fully Rs. 4,000. At the time of the Multan outbreak. 
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Khairudin was at Dera Ismail Khan, under the orders of 
Captain Taylor. He was sent to Hamm to relieve Fateh 
Khan Tawana, who was besieged in Dal I pg!tar; but Fateh 
Khan was slain and the fort reduced before lie reached it. 
He was afterwards sent from Isakhel with two hundred horse 
and five hundred foot into the Pindi Gheb country to 
harass Gaidiar Singh, the rebel Kardar of Sardar Chatar 
Singh, and to encourage the Atock garrison. He performed 
thu duty most satisfactorily. Gauhar Singh was routed 
in two or three encounters, and was forced to fly thu 
country ; ami while the Sikh army remained on the left bank 
of the Jhilara, Khairudin held his ground to the north of the 
Salt Range. In 1857, at the requisition of the Chief Com¬ 
missioner, he raised cue hundred horsemen, and with his 
nephews proceeded to Hissar under Central Vau-Cortlandt. 

In this expedition Kamaludin Khan, his nephew and 
adopted son, was made Rasaldar, and distinguished himself 
highly, Khairudin Khan also did good service at Gognira 
against the rebel Ahmad Khan, Chief of the Kharals. He 
died in 1866, having served the British Government faithfully 
in five campaigns, proving himself a man upon whom 
reliance might be confidently placed. His jagir, valued at 
Rs. 2,500, but now (owing to river action) worth only 
Ra. 1,800, passed to his nephew Katnalndin, who enjoyed it 
until his death in 1661. Kamaludin’a eldest son, Sahib Khan 
is a Provincial Durban and a Member of the Local Board at 
Kasur. He and his three brothers jointly hold the family 
jagir. They receive in addition an income of about Rs. 2,500 
as proprietary dues in five villages in the Lahore and Firozpur 
districts. No members of the family are at present in Govern¬ 
ment service. 
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Gurbaksh Eai was the first of this family to rise to any 
eminence. He was the Diwan, or Minister, of Nawub Nasir 
Khan, the ruler of Kabul and Peshawar, and possessed great 
influence. His son Thnkar Das was Diwan to Hup Ata 
Khan, son-in-law of Shah WaJi Khan, chief Minister of Ahmad 
Shah, the celebrated Durani Chief. On the death of the Hap, 
Thakar Das entered the service of Ahnmd Shah , who made 
him Diwan Kha=, or Privy Counsellor, and gave him charge of 
the Seal of State. His wealth and power were considerable, 
and his style of living was princely. He accompanied. Ahmad 
Sliah on his first expedition to India in 1747, and after the 
capture and sack of Mathra received the grant of a valuable 
jagir in the Jalandhar Doab. Timur Shah succeeded big 
father in 1773, and during his reign of twenty years Thakar 
Das continued to fill the office of Diwan. He served Shah 
Zamnn during the first year of his troublous reign, and died 
at an advanced age in 1794. 
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Bliawani Das, the second son of Thakar Das, was a 
fie venue officer of high standing under Shah Shuja. lie was 
chiefly employed in collecting the customs of Multan anil the 
Derajat; and in 1808, disgusted at the manner in which he 
was treated by the Kabul Court, he determined to try and 
obtain sendee with Ran jit Singh, and accordingly set off for 
Lahore, forgetting, it is asserted, to pay into the Treasury the 
revenue that he had collected. He was well received by the 
Lahore Cliief who, surrounded by illiterate soldiers, was much 
in want of some able man, with a reputation as a financier, to 
keep his accounts. At this time there was do State Treasury 
or regular system of accounts at Lahore. The revenue, which 
amounted to about thirty lakbs of rupees, was managed by the 
Amritsar banker, fiamanand, who held the octroi of Amritsar 
and farmed the salt mines of Pind Dadan Khan. Bhawani 
Das soon effected a great improvement. He established a 
pay office for the troops and a finance office; of both of which 
he was made the head, 

Davi Das, his elder brother, joined him at Lahore towards 
the end of 1800. He had been in the service of Warir Slier 
Mahomed, the son of Wazir Shah "Wali Khan, Minister of 
A hm ad Sliah. After the assassination of his master he 
remained for some time in concealment, as hs feared the same 
fate ; but at length, effecting his escape, he set out For Lucknow, 
where his family had been promised an asylum. But his route 
lay through Lahore; and on his arrival there the persuasions of 
Ranjit Singh and the high position of his brother induced him 
to Temain. He was associated with Bhawani Das in the Finance 
Department, neither bring subordinate to the other, and they 
always got on well together. Davi Das was a man of as great 
ability and oE far greater integrity than his brother, but he 
never became so prominent, as he was of a retiring disposition. 

After the cession of the fort of Kangra to Ranjil Singh 
by Sanaar Cband in 1810, and the reduction of the hill Chiefs, 
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Bhawani Das was sent to collect tie tribute from the Rajas 
of Mandi and Suket. In 1810 he was made chief Di wan to 
Rrince Khnrak Singh, and was employed to reduce the country 
of the Ramgarhia Sardara about Amritsar and Gurdaspur. 
The nest year he was sent to Jamu to bring the district into 
order and to tnako it over to Gulab Singh, who had just 
received the title of Raja. Ho wag present at the siege of 
Multan and shared the Peshawar and Ynaufsai Campaigns. 
But, although the appointments tilled by Bhawani Das were 
many and lucrative, Ids chief work was as head of the Finance 
Department. On one occasion he fell into deep disgrace. 
Ho had quarrelled with Misar Beli Ram, the Treasurer, who 
accused him to the Maharaja of embczzlemen t. The charge was 
considered proved; and Ran jit Singh, in his passion, struck 
Bhawani Das in open Darbar with his sheathed sword and 
fined him a lakh of rupees.* The Diwan was then banished 
to a hill appointment; but his services were too valuable to be 
lost, and he was recalled after a few months. He remained 
Minister of Finance till his death jn 1834, when he was suc¬ 
ceeded by Lola Dina Nath. Davi Das died four years earlier, 
in 1830. 

Hukam Chand was appointed a Baffari, or Office- 
keeper, on the establishment of Prince Khartik Singh in 1830, 
and the next year was made Kardar of Satgarba on Rs, 100 
per mensem; and he managed his district with tolerable ability. 
In 1840 he was sent to Btinnu, under the orders of llaja 
Bucket Singh, in one of the many expeditions to collect the 
revenue by force of arms. He received the title of Diwan from 
Maharaja Slier Singh. In 1847-48 lie was ordered to accom¬ 
pany Lieutenant Rdwardes to Hannu. He remained under 


* it is muaoaijr bdierol ihat ih.lt tine- psid bj thp bsnrdm* 

FtulHHinia ftbfl wflj a pmit fiicai) irf Btummi Du' bat Diwftij Unittm Clui 1 
iho ituty* 
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that officer till the Multan war broke out; and his assistance 
in the settlement of the Trans-Indus districts was most 
valuable. He accompanied the British army to Multan, 
where he behaved very well. Before annexation he was in. 
receipt of Rs. 6,700 per annum, and in 1850 was allowed to 
retain a jagir of iis. 3,300 in the Pah: Patan district and a 
pension of Rs. 1,300 a year. In 1855 he was made Tahsildar 
of Pastin' in tho Sialkot district; but he did not give 
satisfaction to the authorities, and in 1858 was permitted to 
resign. He died in I860. His son Bishambar Das, a Munsif 
oE the Rawalpindi district, died, son I ess, in 1880. His 
nephew Tnra Chand is a Deputy Inspector of Police. Trikta 
Sakai, another nephew, is Superintendent of the Deputy 
Commissioner’s Vernacular office, Hazara. The jagir in the 
Montgomery district was resumed on the death oE Diwan 
Hukam Chand. 

Shankar Das, brother of Diwan Hukam Chand, was a 
Munstii in his father’ a office. He and his brother Ganga 
Bishim each enjoyed a pension of Rs. 240. 

Lala Narain Das, fourth son of Tlmkar Das, was succes¬ 
sively Karilar of Amritsar, Kaugra, Jamu and Jaswan. In 
1825 he was made Office Keeper of the Hofci Mandar Treasury 
under Mlsar Belt Ram, and later obtained the Kardarskip 
of Lahore, which he held till 1833. In 1838 he retired to 
Kabul, where he obtained a military command, and soon after 
died. His sou and grandson are still resident in Afghanistan. 

Raj Kaur came to Lahore with liis brother Davi Das, 
and after the capture of Mankera was made Kardar of the 
district; Snrdar Fateh Singh Man holding the military com¬ 
mand. He acted for his brother Bhawani Das, when that 
officer was on duty in Kashmir, in 1819. 

On the death of Lala Ram Das in 1867 his allowance 
of Eg. 1,200 was resumed, and in lieu a pension of Rs. 240 
was sanctioned for his son Jawahir Mai, who died in 1878, 
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Jawahir Mal'a nephew Maya Das was fora short time in the 
service of the Maharaja of Indor as a personal attendant. 

The family has sunk into obscurity. Nand Lai, brother 
of Maya Das, may be considered as its present head. He is 
Record-keeper in the Chief Court, Lahore, on a salary of 
Rs. 50 per mensem. 


UIHQRE DISTRICT. 
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The Kanhya Misal was at one time the most powerful of 
the Sikh confederacies north of the Satlaj. Its first leader was 
Jai Singh, the son of a Sindhu Jat cultivator named Kusbnli, 
who lived at the village of Kanuh, which had been founded 
by one of his tribe, some fifteen miles from Lahore. From 
the native village of its leader the confederacy took its 
name.* 

Jai Singh and his brother J hand a Singh joined the con¬ 
federacy of Kapur Singh, known as the Faizulapurin, Faiza- 
sadpuria or Singpuris, about the year 1 749. On the death 
of this Chief, the brothers retired to Soliiau, the village of Jai 
Singh’s father-in-law, about nine miles from Amritsar, col¬ 
lected a troop of about four hundred horse and took pos¬ 
session of the surrounding country. Jlanda Singh n as killed 


* Sncns d£ the matey bards tall a rdmimtip Htosy, lu iha af&ct dint, wfien tbo 
jiii Singh watti to 4raritlW to be bnptiifnl sui B SEtb, tiup u^chkil Ctjibfs Wera 
eo struck with bii katnly that L hey ksfcttfi him fham what Tiling* Lc SluhI coma. ** J 
of KnuaLi, Jl be ffilcL U'sil is -- u ar nlkira Lamed K^uih rh w ft a tku rtmlr dl frir vrin 
Euamlile £uih)-» W1 ry&11 

Kitnbja,, or EauMb* is ooe ef Lbtr Bomc-s of the be&ntiFai Exkbma r bh En c m -na l lim 
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live years later in a fight with Nadhan Singh Randhawa at 
Rawalkotli, and his brother succeeded to his share in the 
©state* marrying the widows' by the rite of ehadar dahw. Jai 
Singh soon became a powerful Chief, and seized Nag, Makar ian, 
Haji, Kftrot, Uthian and other A wan villages, while his sub¬ 
ordinates and associates all won jagirs for themselves. Among 
the followers of Jai Singh were many well-known names: 
A m ar Singh and Jlianda Singli Bluiga, Lakh a Singh Kanowala, 
Amar Singh Khankra, Budh Singh of Dharaiukot, Jhanda 
Singh Karob, and others. 

In 1759 Desan, the widow of Jhanda Singh and wife of Jai 
Singh* gave birth to uson* Gnrbakah Singh, who was married, 
when nine years of age, to Sada Kaur* daughter of Dosnunda 
Singh of Alkolwala. 

The leader of one great section of the Kanhyn Mi&al was 
Hakikat Singh Sangatpuria, a rival of .Ini Singh, but never¬ 
theless his friend and associate in many expeditions. In 
1703, after Ahmad Shah had retired from the Punjab* having 
totally defeated the Sikhs near Ludhiana and destroyed 
the holy temples at Amritsar, these Chiefs* allied with 
Jasa Singh Ahluwnliu, Eari Singh Bhangi, and Jasa Singh 
Ramgarhiu, attacked the Pa than town of Kasur, which 
they captured and sacked after a month’s siege. Soon after 
this Jai Singh quarrelled with Hari Singh Bhangi, and fought 
him near Emanahad. Neither party Could claim the victory ; 
and Jai Singh then marched to Sarhand, ravaging the country 
as lie passed ; and was present in the great battle where Zain 
Khan was defeated and slain, and from which the Sikhs date 
their existence as n nation. 

In 1773 Baja Ban jit Deo of Jamu, a tributary of Snrdar 
Jhanda Singh Bhangi, quarrelled with His eldest son Brij Raj 
Deo, whom he desired to exclude from the succession in favour 
of his youngest son Mian Dtdil Singh. Brij Raj Deo called 
to his assistance Jai Singh and Jiakikat Singh Knnhya and 
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Clinrat Singh Sukarehakia; while the Raja summoned Jhanda 
Singh and all the Bhangi Chiefs. The rival forces took up their 
position on either side of the Bason ti, and for some months 
fought with varying success. Tbe death of Cliarat Singh from 
the bursting of his gnn gave the advantage at length to the 
Bhangi?, and the Kauhya Chiefs then determined to assass¬ 
inate Jhanda Singh. They heavily bribed a Hazbi sweeper, 
who shot him dead as lie was riding, attended by only three 
horsemen, through the c&tnp. Thu death of Jhanda Singh 
ended the quarrel. The rival forces retired from Jarnu, which 
Lecamu tributary to Hakikat Singh. 

The next year Jui Singli and Hakikat Singh built the 
quarter at Amritsar still known as the Kanhya Katra; and 
soon after this Jai Singh with a large force escorted the 
young Mahan Singh, son of Charat Singh, to Badrukb, where 
he was married to the daughter of Gujpnt Singh of Jind. 

On the death of Nawab Saif All Khan, the Mahomedffli 
Gove mo r of Kungra, in 1774, Baja Sanaar Chand Kutoofa 
laid siege to the celebrated fort, but was unable to reduce it. 
He then invited Sardar Jai Singh to assist him; and Gur- 
baksh Singh was accordingly sent with Sardar Baghei Singh 
and a considerable force. It was not long, however, before 
Gurbaksh Singh saw that he who possessed the Kangra fort 
must be inaste!' of all the hill country; and determined to 
win it for himself. He persuaded the Baja to offer tbe 
garrison very favourable terms, free pardon, money and lands; 
and by hints uf the Raj a’a treacherous intentions he induced 
the besieged to allow his troops to take possession, that their 
obtaining what was promised might be assured. Both parties 
were thus duped. Gurbaksh Singh occupied and held the fort 
and Sunsiir ( ’hand had to retire. Previous to this some of 
the Hill States had been tributary to Sardar Hakikat Singh; 
but Jai Singh now became paramount, and all the hill Chiefs 
sought his alliance. 
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The Ramgarhias and Ksmhyas had been fast friends m 
old flays; but Jai Singli and Jasa Singh had quarrelled about 
the Kasim prize-money, and the former joined the Ahlu* 
wolia and Bliangi Chiefs in expelling Jasa Singh from 
the Punjab, Raja Ban jit Deo died in 1780, and his son 
Brij Raj Deo succeeded him. The new Prince wished to 
win back some of his territory from the Bhangis, and asked 
Hakikat Singh to assist him. Neither Jai Singh nor Hakikat 
Singh much liked the business, for the Bhangis were their 
friends, and Jai Singh had recently married the daughter of 
a Bhangi Chief; but they inarched to Karianwala, which after 
some fighting was taken possession of by the Raja. The 
Kfinhya Chiefs soon left their new ally and went over to 
the Bhaugis, and Hakiknfc Singh, with Gnjttr Singh and 
Bhag Singh Abluwohu, retook Karianwala and invaded 
Jamn. Sardar Mahan Singh Snkarchakia, who professed 
Die greatest affection for Brij Raj Deo, with whom be had 
exchanged turbans, hurried up from Ramnagar, where he 
had been engaged with the Chatahs, and attacked the camp 
of Hakikat Singh, but was repulsed with loss. He then, 
with the Raja, called Jai Singh and Jasa Singh Ahluwalia 
to his help. These Chiefs came and tried to arrange terms, 
btit, finding this hopeless, returned to Amritsar. Mohan Singh 
was now obliged to submit; and the Raja agreed to pay 
a tribute of Ra. 30,000 to Hakikat Singh, who, six months 
later, finding that the payment of the tribute was evaded, 
proposed to Mahan Singh to join him in an attack on Jarau, 
dividing the booty between them. To this the Sukarchakia 
Chief, forgeting his friendship with the Raja and the ex¬ 
changed turbans, readily consented. He marched to Cliapral, 
while Hakikat Singh took the road to Zafarwal. But Mahan 
Singh kept faith with none of bis allies. Finding that the 
Raja had fled, and that he was strong enough to act alone, he 
plundered and burnt the city and palace of Jamu, and retired 
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to the plains with great spoil. Hakikat Singh thought of 
revenge for this treachery, but was taken ill and died shortly 
afterwards. 

When Jai Singh hoard of the sack of Jamu and the death 
of Hakikat Singh he was very indignant. He prevented 
Jaimnl Smgh, son of Hakikat Singh, from going to Gujran- 
wala, whither Mahan Singh had invited him, and threatened 
the Sukarchakia Chief with his vengeance; and in 1753 he 
marched against Jan dial a and plundered Rasulpur and Man- 
diala, and then attacked the possessions of Wazir Singh and 
Bhagwan Singh, the Nakai Chiefs, connections of Mahan Singh, 
and compelled them to submit. At the D 'unali of 1784 Mahan 
Singh went to Amritsar and tried hard to make peace with Jai 
Singh, hut in vain. He was threatened with imprisonment 
if he did not restore the Jamu spoil, and was treated with so 
much rudeness that he fled from Amritsar, determined on 
revenge. There were many ready to join him in au attack on 
the Eanhyu Chief. Chief of these were Sansar Chand of 
Katoch, and Jaaa Singh RaingarhLa who had been wander¬ 
ing for years an exile in the wastes of Hariann. The allies 
marched to Bat ala, and about eight miles from that town 
were met by Gurbaksli Singh, who offered them battle. For 
six hours the fight was continued, till an arrow, shot by one 
of Guru Sunder Das’ men, struck Gnrbaksh Singh in the 
breast and wounded him mortally; and the Kanhya troops, 
having lost their leader, were completely routed. 

Jai Singh was so distressed at the loss of his son that 
he made no further resistance. Kangra he gave up to San- 
sar Chand, and restored to Jasa Singh Ramgarhia his old 
possessions; while to cement friendship with Mahan Singh 
he betrothed Mahtab Kaur, daughter of his dead son, to the 
youthful Ran jit Singh, afterwards Maharaja of the Panjab, 
The betrothal took place iu 1785, and the marriage at the 
close of the next year. 
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Jai Singh never recovered his foiiner power, and died 
in 1789, when liis daughter-in-law, Sadn Kaur, became head 
of the Kanliya Mistd, Mention has been made elsewhere of 
the ability, the unscrupulousness and the intrigues of this 
woman. It was through her assistance mainly that Runjit 
Singh became master of the Punjab; and she retained a largo 
portion of the Kanhya estates till 1820, when her greedy 
son-in-law made an excuse for seizing them all. 

Horn Singh, the nephew of Sardar Jai Singh, had received 
the grant of the llaka of Rukhamvala, wort h Es. 40,000, after 
the capture of hn3iir, and this lie returned under Runjit 
Singh. He fought with that Chief against Kasur during 
the last Campaign of 1807, and received another estate at 
Rhodian worth It*. 10,000. He died in 1820. His son Mohnr 
Singh fought at Multan and in Kashmir; and in 1821 he was 
stationed at Pul Kanjri aud Waniki to watch the ferries. 
He died at the last-named place in 182-3. To his sons, who 
were employed on the same service, Rs. 30,000 of their 
father's estate was assigned. Samp Singh died in 1332, and 
the jagir was given by the Maharaja to Kuban Singh Banka. 
The village of Rukhanwala alone was left to the family; but 
the next year the village of Kali was granted to Atar Singh's 
two widows, since dead. The sons of Atar Siugh made many 
applications to Maharaja Sher Singh for the release of the 
estate, but in vain. Both, with their cousin Megb Singh, 
served in the Ghorcharas till 1840, when the general reduc¬ 
tions were made after the Satin j Campaign. 

The family received in jagir tho villages of Rakhanwata 
and Kali, Tahsil Kasur. On the death of Sardar Jit Singh 
in 1883, one-fourth the jagir (ww., 1,125 acres, yielding 
Rs. GOO annually) was resumed. His son Jagat Singh is now 
at the head of the family. Gnrdit Singh and Megh Singli 
still enjoy their jagir shares of Ra, 600 each.' 
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There is a tradition that Rosa or Eusak, a Sidhu Jat, and an 
ancestor of this family, emigrated from Dehli some hundred 
years ago, and founded, near Chnniim in the Lahore district, 
a village, to which he gave his own name. Tliaknr Singh 
was a Bftsaldar in the service of the famous Dina Beg Khan, 
Governor, first of the Jalandhar Doab, and thou of the Pan jab. 
On the death of his master in 1758 he setup for himself, and 
contrived to possess himself of a large tract of country in the 
Gognira and Gujaranwala districts. In 1705 he joined Hari 
Singh Bhangi and Jai Singh Kanhya in their expedition 
against Kasur, where he was killed by a musket-shot. His 
eldest son Lakhrni Singh only survived him a year, and Jodk 
Singh succeeded to the entire estate. Rome time after this, 
Jodk Singh quarrelled with Sardar Robb a Singh of Lahore and, 
to avoid his enmity, went to Gujranwala, where Sardar Charafc 
Singh made liim Thnnadur. He rebuilt the old village of 
Rosa in the Chuman Pargnua, and founded a second in 
Sbekhopura, both of which are still held in proprietary right 
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by the family. On Che death of Cliarat Singh, Sardar Sobha 
Singh, who had claimed to be the heir of Tlmkar Singh, seized 
half the Rosa estates, without any resistance on the part of 
Jodh Singh, who retained his appointment at Gujarnnwala 
under Mohan Singh and Ranj it Singh; ami in 1799 he had 
the gratification of accompanying the latter to Lahore, when 
the city was taken and the son oE his old enemy made prisoner. 

Jodh Singh served under Ranjit Singh in the Kasur, 
Pindi Bhatiau and Jhang Campaigns; in the last of which he 
obtained for his bravery the jagir of Mohal and Draj in the 
Jilting district, Ha was shortly afterwards severely wounded 
at the siege of Chandiot. In the second Kashmir expedition, 
at Rajaori, he was killed in a skirmish. His three sons, 
Bhsgwan Singh, Hegh Singh and Tegh Singh, had some time 
before this entered the Maharaja’s service, but the Kashmir 
Campaign was the first in which Daja Singh had been engaged. 
He was confirmed in his father's estates; but after the 
Maharaja’s return to Lahore those were all resumed, and 
Others were granted worth about Rs. 10,000, subject to the 
service of thirty horse; B hag wan Singh receiving a separate 
jagir. Megh Singh was killed at Mangli in 182! when 
serving tinder Sardar Hari Singh Nalwa. In 1832 A tar 
Singh was mad a Adjutant in the Dhonkal Singh Brigade, and 
afterwards in the Sher Singhwala, on its return from Kashmir. 
In 1834 the jagir of Daya Singh was resumed with that of 
his Chief, Sardar Atar Singh Kalianwals, who had Incurred 
the Maharaja’s displeasure by his refusal to proceed to Bannu. 
He was, however, left four villages worth Rs, 3,000 ; but the 
family never recovered its former position. 

Atar Singh accompanied Sardar Ajit Singh Sindh an walia 
to Kulu, in the Dasowala Dera, under Bahadur Singh, and 
remained there through ah the Lahore revolutions, in which 
his General, Ajit Singh, perished. The Satlaj Campaign was 
fatal to the family of Rosa; for in one day, at Firozshoh&r, 


LAHORE DISTRICT, 


Daya Singh, Diwan Singh and Mardan Singh were killed. 
Atiu* Singh was placed under the orders of Bandar Chatar 
Singh Atariwala when that Chief was sent as Governor to 
Hazara; and he joined him in rebellion in 1849, On cross in g 
the Indus on Ills march from Peshawar, Sardar Chatar Singh 
made over Major G. Lawrence and family, whom he had 
taken prisoners, to Atar Singh for safe custody, with 
directions to convey them to Potliinr. Thither they were 
escorted by Atar Singh, and subsequently to Mamhiala and 
Rawalpindi, where, after the battle of Gujrat, they were given 
up to the British authorities. Atar Singh treated the 
prisoners with all kindness and consideration, and on the 
annexation of the Pan jab received a pension of Rs, 600 per 
annum. He died in 1870. Hie son Lahna Singh is now at 
the head of the family. The village of Rosa in the Sharakpur 
Tahril is held by Lke members, according to the ancestral 
shares. The present holders are Jawahir Singh, Kesar 
Singh and Sher Singh, and the three sons of Atar Singh. 
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Tek Singh «s in tlie service of the Bhangi Sardars of 
Lahore, from whom be received a grant of the then deserted 
village of Nodhpur. In 1794, when Nizamudin Khan drove 
the Sikhs out of Kasur, Sukha Singh became officer of twenty- 
eight homo under him, and was killed, in 1806, in battle* 
Sahib Singh his brother was killed about the sumo time in 
n quarrel with the zamindars of Bsvbluir. 

In 1822 Monsieur Allan! came to the Pan jab and 
entered the service of the Maharaja. He was directed to 
raise a corps of Dragoons, and Knhnii Singh Rosa was 
appointed Jemadar on Rs. 30 a month tinder him. The next 
year Kalian Singh was made Rasaldar in the same regiment , 
in which he remained for seven years. He did such good 
service in 1829 on the frontier, that, at. General Ventura f a 
recommendation, he was appointed Commandant in the Kftas 
Ptiltan, or Life Guards, on Rs. 1,000 a year; being Rs. 280 
cash, and the jagiref Bilandi, worth Rs. 720. He served with 
his regiment in Kuln, Mandi and elsewhere ; and Maharaja 
Slier Singh raised his cash allowance to Rs. 800, and gave 
him, in addition to Bilandi, the village of Jodhpur and some 
wells in Rampur worth Rs 1,000 n year. Kuhaii Singh was 
severely wounded in the breast by a musket-shot in the 
attack on Raja Suchet Singh in March 1844; and Him Singh, 
who was then Minister, made him :i Colonel and raised his 
emoluments to Re. 6,120. 
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Wlren Hint Singh was killed by the army, the Colonel, 
who was? considered a protet/4 of the Raja, was turned out of 
the regiment by his own men, and lie then entered the force 
of Sardar Sham Singh Atariwidu. Adieu the regiment was 
in front of the enemy nt Sohmon, the men, finding that they 
conld not fight without their old Colonel, insisted upon his 
returning to command them, which he did with distinguish¬ 
ed gallantry throughout the battle. After Firoasluilmr ho 
had been sent with a deputation from the PaneluiyaU of the 
army to Raja Gulab Singh to implore him to join them 
without delay. But the Raja had other designs. lie pro* 
fessed most earnestly to desire the success of the Sikhs; 
he pretended to send largo convoys of provisions to thu 
army ; while he waited to sec whether British or Sikhs would 
win. He longed with his whole heart for the destruction of 
the latter; and when lie could no longer remain inactive, he 
moved from Jamu with the pretence of joining thom. But 
at Shahdera, some three miles from Lahore, he waited for 
the news of the great buttle; and when it arrived he took 
possession of Lahore and the person of the Maharaja, nTl j 
then marched to Kasur as tho friend and ally of the British 
to receive, as the reward for being the most astute man of 
his day, the kingdom of Kashmir. In 184C Raja Lai Singh 
resumed the new jagirs of Kalian Singh; but, under the 
Regency, his pay was again raised to R«. 2,830, at which it 
stood when (lie War of 1849 broke out. 

At this time Kalian Singh was Colonel of the Dragoons 
at Peshawar, and was one of the first to join the national 
party. He was a man of great bravery and an admirable 
cavalry officer, ami his influence with the army was great. 
Through the whole Campaign of 1849-40 he fought with the 
greatest gallantry ; anil lie and 8ardor Jawaliir Singh N&fwa 
were, perhaps, the most dashing officers among the Sikhs. 
AJter Chilian wain a great Council of Chiefs was called, and 
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Kahan Singh proposed to attack the British camp by night 
with the entire Sikh force. This was negatived by the other 
Chiefs, and Kalian Singh then advocated an attack early on 
the following morning, Snrdar Chatar Singh opposed this, 
and thought it better to march to Gujrat, and from thence to 
Lahore; and the Colonel then told him that the only reason 
that he would not attack was that he was afraid. Swords 
were ant in a moment, but other Sardar9 interposed; and 
Kahan Singh, calling Chatar Singh a bastard and a coward, 
left the tent, followed by Jawahir Singh Nalwa, who alone had 
supported him. 

After annexation Kahan Singh lost his jagirs, but received 
a cash pension of Rs, 600. Eis eldest son entered the Guide 
Corps as a Jamndar, and was a young man of promise, but 
died in 1856 of a fever contracted at Peshawar. 

When the Mutinies of 1857 broke out Kahan Singh was 
one of the first Chiefs selected by the Chief Commissioner 
for service before Dehli, At this time he was in very bad 
health, and the old wound which he had received in the days 
of Hira Singh had re-opened; but he was eager to distinguish 
himself in fighting for the English, against whom he had once 
fought so bravely. He started immediately for Dehli with 
fifteen horse and eighteen foot, and joined the Guides, with 
whom he served till the full of the city. In a sally of the 
enemy he received a severe wound in the shoulder, and 
from the effects of this he never entirely recovered. 
It was with his whole heart that Kalian Singh served in 
1857, When disabled by his wound from actual fighting, ho 
employed himself in procuring information and on winning 
over to the side of the English such of his countrymen 
as were in the ranks of the enemy ; and more than forty 
of them he induced to desert. In 1858 the Government con¬ 
ferred on him, in addition to his pension of Rs. 600, his old 
village of Babradi, worth. Rs, 720, for his life; Todapur, worth 
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Ra. 700, for his life and to descend for one generation; and the 
estate of Maloki-Parem in perpetuity. He also received a 
grant of the confiscated house of Mahbub AH Khan at Delili, 
worth Us. 4,000, 

Sardar Eiihan Singh died in June 18l)4, leaving seven 
sotiii. Hardit Singh took service in the 11 th Bengal Lancers, 
and retired as Rasaldar in 1882 on a pension of Rs. 860 
per annum, having served throughout the late Afghan War. 
His death took place in 1887, under circumstances which 
warranted the belief that lie had been murdered by some of 
Ins near relatives, t bough the offence could not be judicially 
proved. On the recommendation of the local authorities, 
Government refused to recognize Hira Singh im Jagirdar in 
succession to his father. Tt was conferred upon the deceased’s 
brother Rliolu Singh, subject to a payment of R>. 400 to each 
of his half-brothel's Hun Singh and Baisaklni Singh, Rhola 
Singhs the present head of the family, is a Jomadar in the 
11th Bengal Lancet's. 
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Tej Singh, son of Koram Singh, was for four years 
Rusal Jar in the second troop of tlie North-Western Provinces 
Military Police, He did admirable service during the 
Mutinies, and in April 1859 was severely wounded in a 
fight with the rebels in the Mirzapur jungle. In October 
1801, when the new system of Police was introduced, Tej 
Singh received his discharge. He was not only distinguished 
for gallantry in the field, bat was also a first-rate officer, 
respected and obeyed by his men. Though of the Rosa 
family, he is very distantly connected with the branches of it 
represented by Hardit Singh and Atar Singh. 

Ob the death of Tej Singh in 1877. his jagir, valued at 
Rs. 420 anil Inara of Rs. 65 per annum, lapsed to Govern¬ 
ment. His son Juwak Singh is a Zaildar in the Lahore 
district. 
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Hie little village of Muraks, situated a few miles below 
Lahore on the Ravi, was founded by an ancestor of Gurdit 
Singh, whose descendants resided there for many gene- 
ratkms. When. Alnnad Shah Durani invaded the Pan jab 
for the third time in 1752, Bur Singh was Chandri of 
M&raka and the surrounding villages. But reports reached 
Lahore that Maraka was little better than a nest of robbers, 
and tko monarch sent a force to destroy the village. The 
work was well done. Mtiraka was burned to the ground; 
men, w omen and children were put to the sword ■ and Bur 
Singh and his son Jtisa. Singh, who were absent from the 
village, were almost the only ones that escaped, Whether 
the reputation of Bur Singh's village was deserved or not, 
it is certain that after its destruction he joined a band of 
robbers, and in one of their marauding expeditions was 
killed. Jaaa Singh followed his father’s profession, and be¬ 
came id some import ante at the head of an organized body 
of Horae, He obtained possession of Da^ka in the SiaLkofc 
District., and took up his residence there. He was engaged 
in constant conflicts with Sardar Charat Singh Sukarchkaia, 
and with the residents of the neighbouring town of Emin* 
ubad. Oo one occasion the latter had assembled in 
force and, taking the town of Dasku by surprise, carried off 
a large quantity of booty. Jasa Singh pursued them with 
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liia horsemen and, after a severe fight , the booty was recovered; 
but the Chief fell mortally wounded. His son Nadhan 
Singh was of a bold and enterprising disposition, and 
acquired a large increase of territory. The surrounding 
Chiefs, Mahan Singh of Gujaranwala, Sahib Singh of Gnjrat, 
Punjab Singh of Sialkot and Jodli Singh of Wazirabad, 
became jealous of his power, and ware no continually engaged 
in hostilities with him that Nadhan Singh used to say that 
there was not a rood of ground in his territories on which 
men and horses had not fallen. 

In 1797, when Shah Zanion invaded the Punjab, one of 
the few Sikh Chiefs who welcomed him was Sardar Nadhan 
Singh, who much felt the need of a powerful ally. He met 
the Kabul monarch on the banks nf the Ghanab, and was 
most graciously received, being confirmed in all his estates, 
and appointed to keep open Gommitmcations between Lahore 
and Wiusirabad, Soon after this Ban]it Singh, rising to 
power, summoned Nadhan Singh to attend him, but the 
high spirited Chief refused; and it was not. till 1810 that lie, 
with two hundred and fifty horsemen consented to accompany 
the Maharaja on his Multan expedition. At the close of the 
campaign, Nadhan Singh returned to Pasta, contrary to the 
orders of Runjii Singh, who determined to punish the contu¬ 
macious Chief. He laid siege to the fort of Basko, bringing 
against it the great Bliangi gun, which was only used on im¬ 
portant occasions. After a month’s siege Nadhan Singh was 
forced to surrender; and, on the promise of protection given to 
him by the Maharaja through Baba Mulak Raj anti Bedi 
J ami at Singh, he came into camp, where, in violation of the 
promise, be was arrested ami put in iron?. The priests were 
very indignant at this breach of faith, and, it is said, sat 
Dhama on Kan jit- Singh until he released Nadhan Singh, who 
forthwith fled to Kashmir and took service with Ata Mahomed 
Khan. He was, however, soon recalled, and a great portion of 
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his estate was restored to him, subject to the service of one 
hundred horsemen. In 1922, after the fall of Mankera, he re¬ 
ceived the grant of Baharpur near Dera Ismail Khan, worth 
Its. 80,000; but this was shortly after restored to the Nawah, 
and Nadhan Singh received in exchange a large jagir in 
Hazara, where he remained for some time. After an engage¬ 
ment with Painila Khan, in which he was severely wounded, 
lie begged to be relieved, of his troublesome charge, and was 
accordingly, in 182-1, placed under the orders of Prince 
Kharak Singh, and in 182? was transferred to the Ghor- 
ch liras on Rs. 1,700 per mensem. He remained in this 
force till 1845, when he retired to Mumka, w here he died five 
years afterwards. 

He was generally known as Nadhan Singh Ilatu or A to, 
and two derivations of the name are given. The first is, that 
ilatu is derived from the Panjabi Hat, meaning * courage.' 
The second derives Atu from the Panjabi Ath, eight, from a 
tradition regarding a lady of the family who was so fortunate 
as to secure eight husbands. But there does not appear any 
good authority for the latter derivation. 

Sanlar Fateh Singh commenced hie military career m 
Ills father 1 * contingent. In which he remained till 1927, when 
he was placed in the Ghorchara Kalan Regiment, and two 
years later in the Pliani Brigade under Jitisar Sukhraj on Es. 
90 a month. In 1835 he accompanied the Maharaja to 
Peshawar, when Dost Mahomed Khan was so cleverly out- 
manoeuvred bjr Ranjit Singh; and in 1840 he was sent, under 
Arjan Singh Rangar Xanglia, to Kuln, which was in a disturbed 
state. He accompanied Imamu Jin Khan to Kashmir, and 
lifter the death of Raja Hira Singh was ordered to Rajauri and 
Punch to put down an insurrection there. During the Satlaj 
Campaign, Fateh Singh remained under Sardar Gulah Singh 
Povindia to protect the Maharaja and the capital, and on 
the restoration of peace he was appointed Commandant of 
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the new corps, Suraj M ulch i. In 1847 ho accompanied 
Lieutenant (the late Sir H. B.) Edwardes to Bannu, and 
served throughout the Multan Campaign. He was engaged 
with his corps at the battles of Kaneri and Saduaam \ and at 
both sieges of Multan bis conduct and that of his men was 
exceedingly good. Ill 1857 he was in command of the Police 
Battalion at UmbaHn, and did ad m irable service both there and 
at Dehli. In 1862 lie received his discharge, with a pension 
of Ra. 250 and a grant of six hundred acres of waste-land at 
Lakliuwal. He had, in addition. Re. 300 of jagir at Maraka, 
where he resided, as well as proprietary rights in the village. 
Stirdar Fateh Singh died in 1875. His son Gurdit Singh 
was first employed as Jawadar in the Sura] Muthi on Rs. 30 
a month. He was successively promoted to the Subadarship 
and Adjutimtoy in the 5 th Police Battalion on Rs. 150 ; but in 
1362, at the lime of the general Police reductions, he was 
discharged with a gratuity of Rs. 1,500. He again took 
service in the Police, and id now an Inspector in the Mont¬ 
gomery district on a salary of Rs. 200 per mensem. His 
father’s life pension has, of course, ceased, and of the jagir one- 
third has been resumed. Gurdit Singh’s eldest son, Sher 
Singh, served for some years in the Police ns Deputy Inspec¬ 
tor ; but has lately retired. The second son, Partab Singh, is 
a candidate for military employment. 

Jodh Singh, half brother of Fateh Singh, changed his 
rebgion from inability to pay a debt. He took from a mer¬ 
chant at Rawalpindi a beautiful and valuable horse, the 
price of which he was unable to pay. He applied to his 
father; but Nadhan Singh had no money to spare. At length, 
seeing no way of paying for the horse which he could not 
bring himself to give up, he rode off to Kabul, where ho 
turned Mahomedan, and where he died in 1855 leaving one 
son, Sardul Singh, who was for some years a Subadar in the 
Frontier Force, and has lately been pensioned. 
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Kanhya Lai, tlia great-grandfather of Alota Singh, was 
in the service of Sardar Soblia Singh Kanhya, one of the three 
Sikh Chiefs who captured Lahore from the Mahometan 
Governor. He was in a humble position, nntl gave up active 
service after Ran jit Singh Is ad obtained possession of the city, 
and soon afterwards died. His son Luehman Das, finding no 
employment in the Panjab, retired to Kabul, where he set 
np as a schoolmaster; but three years before his death he 
returned to his native country, where, at Teja, he died of 
paralysis in 1820, His son Mnlraj had died the preceding 
year* 

Mola Singh entered the service of the Maharaja in 1832, 
and was placed in the battalion of Colonel Van Cortland t! 
In 1337 he received a command in the Calcuttawala Batta¬ 
lion, but in 1S42 was replaced tinder Colonel Van Cortlandt. 
He was made Adjutant in 1844. After the Satlaj Campaign 
he was transferred to the Suraj Mukhi Regiment; and on the 
outbreak of Multan he was Adjutant of that Corps, stationed 
at Dera Ismail Khan, He served throughout the war and at 
the two sieges of Multan with credit ; and on the annexation 
of the Panjab he was appointed Adjutant of the 7th Police 
Battalion, which he assisted to raise and organize. 

On the death of the brave Colonel Subhan Khan 
Commanding the 1st Punjab Police Battalion, stationed at 
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Lahore, Mota Singh was appointed to succeed him. This 
was in September 1857, before the fall oE Dehli; and the 
loyalty and influence of Mota Singh must have been highly 
estimated, as ho was thus selected to command the only Corps 
of armed native troops at the capital, while at the neigh¬ 
bouring cantonment of Minn Mir there were four thousand 
disarmed and mutinous sepoys. Mota Singh performed his 
difficult duties to the entire satisfaction of the authorities; and 
his regiment guarded the jails, treasuries and civil offices, and 
preserved the peace in the city of Lahore. A detachment 
from his Corps did good service in the disturbed district of 
Gogaira. The Military Police were broken up in 18(31, and 
the men of Mota Singh’s force were transferred to the Civil 
Constabulary. The services of the Commandant were accord¬ 
ingly no longer required, and being an elderly man he wished 
to retire from active employ, and took his discharge. 

He received the Star of British India and the title of 
Sardar Bahadar; and, by an order of the Supreme Government 
of the 26th December 1861, he was granted a life pension of 
PLs j^oOO per annum, inclusive of the allowance of tho Order 
of British India, together with a grant of six hundred acres 
of waste land in the Lahore district. The proprietary right 
of the land continues in perpetuity iu his family. 

Sardar Mota Singh died some years ago. His third son, 
Sarah Day id, now represents the family. The sons jointly 
hold the land-grant on which the village of Motawala has 
been founded. Their position is not a very prominent one in 
the district. 
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Knram Singh and his three brothers were among the 
Sikhs who overran and took possession of the Jalandhar Doab 
in the latter half of the eighteenth century. They secured an 
estate at Satanpur worth Ks. 8,000, which they held during 
their lifetime. All the brothers, with the exception of Karam 
Singh, died without issue, and in 1306, soon after Gulab 
Singh had succeeded to the estate, Ranjit Singh conquered 
the plain country of the Doab, and Gulab Singh retired to his 
native village of Povind. He then entered Ran jit Singh’s 
service, and received this village in jagir, with the rank of 
Adjutant, lie served with distinction under Miser Diwan 
Chand at Nurpur and in Kashmir, and on the termination of 
the latter campaign was made Commandant and received the 
village of Sidhu in jagir. After the capture of Multan in 1818 
he was promoted to the rank of Colonel; and did such good 
service the next year at Mankera, that, he received the grant 
of Akbarpnr, near Gogairn, worth Hs. 500, with an elephant 
and valuable kkilats, Gulab Singh was stationed at Peshawar 
for some years, anil fought in most of the battles against Ali 
Ah bar Khan and Dost Mahomed Khan. In the first Peshawar 
Campaign he discovered a ford on the Indus, and led his 
troops over in the van of the army, to Eanjifc Singh’s great 
satisfaction. 

In 1826 ho received command of three infantry and two 
cavalry regiments, with a troop of horse artillery; and the 
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same year his son Ala Singh entered the service and was made 
Commandant under his father, with an independent jagir. 
In 1839, when the regular army was first formed into brigades, 
Gulab Singh was made General, and held his rank and brigade 
throughout the following reign of Khurak Singh. 

In 1837 Gulab Singh was sent to Gujaranwalsi with 
orders to confiscate the property of Sat-dor Hari Singh Nnl wu, 
who had been killed at Peshawar, and whose four 30 ns were 
fighting about the succession. He drove Arjan Singh and 
Fanjob Singh out of their fortified house ; threatened to hang 
the former, and took possession of all the property and estates. 
Arjan Singh determined on revenge; and when Sher Singh 
became king, and everyone had license to avenge his real ot 
fancied wrongs, he attacked and burnt Povirtd, where Gulab 
Singh resided. The General, fearing for his life, fled to 
Jamu, where lie re main ed for some time under the protection 
of Raja Gulab Singh, till the Maharaja, by advice of Dhian 
Singh, recalled him and placed him in command of the 
contingent which was to support the British array during 
the Kabul Campaign. He accompanied Colonel Lawrence to 
Kabul; and his services and knowledge of the country were 
of considerable value. Bnja Him Singh, whose family had 
always befriended Gulab Singh, gave him, on the death of 
Maharaja Sher Singh, new jagirs to the value of Its. 7,62b * and 
Colonel Ala Singh received new allowances, in jagirs and cash, 
to the value of Rs, 2,000. 

Gulab Singh took no part in the Satlaj Campaign, Ida 
troops remaining in Lahore to protect tho Maharaja ; and in 
April 1847 he was, at the recommendation of the Resident, 
appointed Governor of Peshawar and, being at this time the 
senior General, placed in command of all the troops at 
that station. I be elevation of Gulab Singh to this important 
post was a great source of gratification to the Khafaa army, 
for the brave old man was much loved and respected by the 
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troops. He was created a Sardar; and in a Darbar held at 
Lahore on tbe 20th November IS47 received the honorary 
title of Bahadur. Hard nr Gulnb Singh fulfilled the duties of 
his new appointment with ability and judgment; and when 
tbe Multan rebellion broke out he gave hia most cordial 
assistance to Major G, Lawrence, then in charge at Peshawar, 
to preserve the peace of the district. For six months, while the 
insurrectionary movement was spreading more and more widely 
over the country, the in fine nee of Gulalj Singh and his son and 
deputy. Colonel Ala Singh, kept the excited Sikh soldiery to 
their allegiance; hut when Sardar Chatar Singh approached 
Peshawar the troops could no longer be restrained and broke 
into open mutiny. Major Lawrence held his post till nil was 
hopelessly lost, and then retired to Kohiit. Gulab Singh and 
Ain Singh would have accompanied him, but the General was 
too infirm to move quickly; and it was finally decided that he 
should retire to the fort of Shiunirgarli, whore he might 
make terms with the rebels. But this gallant officer refused 
any terms that would compromise hia honour. Both ho and 
hia son remained loyal ; and the Sikh army, Ending that they 
could not be seduced by bribes or terrified by threats, kept 
them under restraint till the close of the campaign, when the 
victory of the British restored them to liberty. 

On the annexation of the Punjab, the whole of Sardar 
Gulab Singh’s personal jagirs,to the value of Its. 17,500, were 
confirmed to him for life, as were those of Ida two soils, Ala 
Singh and Laima Singh, worth Rs. 3,000 and Rg. 1,050 re* 
spectively. The father and his sons are now all dead, Gulab 
Singh and Ala Singh died in 1854. The sons of Ala Singh, 
three in number, do not hold either jagirs or pensions. 

In 1357 ELari Singh, a servant of the late Sardar, gave 
information to Government that Re. 55,000 would be found 
buried in a house which had belonged to Gulab Singh, and 
go search being made the money was found and placed in tho 
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Treasury. It was claimed by Nand Kaur, the widow of Gnlab 
Singh, and the widows of Laima Singh, who obtained a decree 
for the interest of the money in equal shares. This money 
afterwards passed to Kishan Singh, who squandered it. His 
son Suchet Singh lives in comparative obscurity at Povind, 
Tahsil Kasiir, Lahore. He served for a short time with the 
11 th Bengal Lancers. The family is at present of little local 
importance. 
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Chut Singh, a Sitidhu Jat and Chaudri of the village 
Tali tar near Lahore was the first of the family to adopt the 
Sikh faith, about 1740. His grandson Lakh a Singh joined 
Sardar Char at Singh Sukarchakia as a sowar, and obtained 
llaka Kanjitgarh in jagir; also four villages in the Gujaraa- 
wala district. He, with his three brothers, fought for hi 
master in his long struggle with the Bbangi llisa!. He als 
distinguished himself against Dharam Singh, better known 
as Pritasha, who on Charat Singh’s death, trusting to thi 
youth and weakness of his successor, attempted to seize th a 
chief power in the MhsaJ, Shamir Singh first came int 
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notice in a battle against the warlike Chains, who Lad been 
expelled from Ramnagar by Mahnn Singh, and who nearly 
defeated Raojit Singh at Manchar in the vicinity of the city* 

The Maharaja had a fancy that swords were more effective 
than fire-arms, and directed his soldiers only to use the 
former in the battle. Shamir Singh retained his musket, and 
at a critical time, when the Maharaja’a troops were wavering, 
shot the leader of the Chatas dead, Shamir Singh wan a 
celebrated shut; bat he preferred the bow to the musket, and 
in his hands the bow was a deadly weapon. In 1308, by 
direction of the Maharaja, he built the fort of Covindgarh 
at Amritsar. There had before been a fort on the same 
spot, built by Sardar Gnjar Singh Bhungi, but it was of 
no great strength, Shamir Singh was appointed Thanadar 
of the new fort, and held the post some years, He was 
succeeded by Fakir Imamudin. He served in many cam¬ 
paigns ; and at Kot Budbi Khan, during the war against tho 
Patlians of Kasur, was almost killed by a spearman of the 
enemy, who rushed upon him from behind when he was 
engaged with his favourite Ihjw, which he dad not find of 
much use fit close quarters. In this Kasur Campaign, Lakha 
Singh was killed; and in the same year, too, were killed tho 
two other brothers Amir Singh anti Sahib Singh, the former 
in the .Kangra Hills, JjlgjJajJgL before .Sujaapuc^ In jLflJO ^ 
Shamir Singh was transferred an Thamular to Nurpur. Ho 
died in 1822, and was succeeded in his jngir by his eldest son. 
Wai-hna Singh served nt Peshawar, Kashmir. Ten. and at 
many other places with credit. In 184S ho va? nent with 
hi^ "awar.« to Multan under the command of Hsrdar lkal 
Singh Knlianwfilfl. hut joined the rebels and. fought against 
the British at Running or and Gujrai. After annexation his 
j&gir wtu» resumed, and he receivr d o cosh pension of Its. 100, 
which he still holds. He is also proprietor of half the village 
ol Tub tar in the Lahore district. His brother Reanr Singh 
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who enjoyed a pension (if Ra. 120, died in 1863. Several 
members of the family took service in 1857 ; Rajindar Singh 
as Dafadar in Hod son’s Horse, and Tndar Singh his brother, 
now Aide-de-Camp to the Lieutenant-Governor, and Kamur 
Singh and M alky a Singh entered the Guide Corps ; the former 
as Jamadar and the latter as Dafadar. Bishan Singh, son 
of Gurdit Singh, served with credit in China. 

The most prominent living member of the family is 
Sardar ludar Singh, Inspector of Police, who has acted as 
Orderly officer to every Lieutenant-Governor of the Province 
since Sir John Lawrence's time. He holds the highest 
testimonials from Lord Lawrence, Sir Robert Montgomery, 
Sir Henry Davies, Sir Robert Eger ton, and Sir Charles 
Aitchison. It may be noted that his grandfather Sahib 
Singh was always about the person of Ran jit Singh in the 
Maharaja's younger days, and instructed him in sword exer¬ 
cise and horsemanship. Do was present with the Maharaja 
in most of his earlier campaigns. Ind&r Singh’s father, 
Slier Singh, received the title of Uatad, or master, for 
hia proficiency a? a swordsman, and was a respected official at 
Ranjit Singh’s Court, also taking part, in many expeditions on 
the Runiui and Peshawar frontiers. On one occasion, before 
Atock, he received a bad gun-shot wound in the thigh. 

The younger members of the family continue to follow 
soldiering a3 a profession, and many of them are now serving 
in Cavalry regiments. Sardar Indar Singh's son Tej Singh 
served as an Orderly to Sir West Ridgeway when recently 
employed as Her Majesty’s Commissioner for the settlement 
of the Afghan Boundary.* 

* LLLa ici-rtiLir-s in Ihli mpurity r*rt Hint mads utljr dtitrihed hy Lu fiitb&r i " He 
togga r^d frrantl] 1 from iAthH jfrTW fin this ii«r*r flanmn while #hhjp|[ lip te»ti of h£fl 
Eaittgrtaa ofcii.ni dropped dtiii'O kj the- paIn. On Chttkffi* SfiJjM, whEli? iftlbg pro- 
Tixknd for his Europium ansLdjt tna falling mo*, 1 l«? p facing ospawd to w?Tera 

ud p chtited to the bff&e h beenmo half dead* With the dua cm of hi* nuh^-pundati 
Ehmpun dJUeera and hil antirt cam pantos ha w ns restored ta life agm*-*' For that* 
BJ 3,1 - flen-ietta Ilf? ™ promoted to a Deputy IfliptSC ttittfaip of F-jlioe fin hia rtf Lorn 
to tha Fi&j&tk 
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Sardar Indar Singh's younger sou Jalmeja Singh is a 
Jmnadnr in the 1st Panjab Cavalry. Indar Singh's brother 
Raj indar Singh, rendered valuable service at Lucknow 
during the Mutiny, being present at the [First Relief and 
taking part in many of the dangerous episodes of the 
Campaign. He served also in Abyssinia, in the First Black 
Mountain [Expedition and in the Afghan War, dying shortly 
after Ins return from Kabul in 1881. His family were 
granted a special pension of Rs. 812 per annu m in recognition 
of the Sardar's splendid services. One of hia sons, Khushal 
Singh died while serving in the 10th Bengal Lancers. 
Another son, Lai Singh, is a Dnfadar in that Regiment. A 
brother, Dnlip Singh, serves ns Rasaldar in the Bahawalpur 
State Cavalry, and was present throughout the late Afghan 
Campaign, Karpal Singh, a cousin, 13 a Dafudar in the 
Guide Corps. Three others of the family are serving with 
the 1 Qtli Bengal Lancers, while many of the older members 
are now at homo enjoying pensions, well earned after years 
of hard service all over India. They have managed to save 
sufficient to make themselves comfortable; and the family 
may be described as in nourishing circumstances. Sardar 
Indar Singh owns six hundred bigas of land in Rakk Ladhar, 
close to his village of Tahtar in the Lahore Tabsil, granted to 
him in 1887. He has also a jagir in seven hundred bigas of 
the same Rakh, of which he purchased the ownership rights 
from Government. He further owns seven hundred bigaa 
in Tahtar over and above his ancestral share. This latter 
consists of one-fourth of six hundred bigas in Tahtar, of a well 
and garden at Snndah, Tahsil Lahore, and of one hundred 
bigas at Biilighuri, Tabsil Shnrakpar. His three brothers 
own each a third share in six hundred bigas of tha Lad liar 
Rakh, separate from Indar Singh's property. 

Sardar Indar Singh is a Viceregal Darbari of the Lahore 
District. 
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This Sindhu family does not; require any particular notice* 
Amir Singh, a good soldier, was killed at Hanekar, and his 
brother Kurani Singh at Daska in 1810* The four sons of 
Karam Singh served in the Orderlies and in Eaja Hira Singh's 
Brigade. Three of the family* Amir Singh* Dal Singh and 
Ganda Singh, joined the rebels at Peshawar in 1848* and 
their jagirs were confiscated- The son* of llari Singh, who 
died in 1857-58 and whose jugir was maintained for his loy¬ 
alty in 1843, held a jagir nominally worth B?, 500* though its 
value was red need in the late Settlement to about Rs» 300 per 
annum- Ganda Singh, the elder sou, died in 187-h His son 
Bag Singh succeeded him in the jagir share* The family hold 


eighty-four ghuinaos of land in Philuke, Uujaranwaki* and 
sixty-seven ghuinaos in Sajada and Rangilpur, Tahsil Lahore* 
Bnl Singh, grandson of JhnncLi Singh, is the only member of 
the family who has sought employment. He is serving in the 
Hong-Kong Police Force, 
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Dayal Singh was the first of this branch of the Sidhu 
family to become a Sikh, and was killed In battle near An ami- 
pur in 1098. IBs son Bhagwan Singh supported himself as 
much by plunder as by agriculture; and his grandson, Arbel 
Singh, haring built a fort at Sitlhd, and having collected 
some two hundred horsemen, contrived to make himself master 
of forty surrounding Tillages. He had connected himself 
with several of the powerful neighbouring Chiefs, marrying 
one sou to a daughter of Sardar Gnjar Singh of Lahore, 
and another to a daughter of Sardar Sudh Singh Dodia; 
so that he was not disturbed in his modest possessions. 
His sou Budh Singh, who succeeded, him, was less for¬ 
tunate, for Sardar Amir Singh of Sowrian, his kinsman, 
having invaded the estate and carried off a largo quantity of 
plunder, Budh Singh pursued him, and was killed in an am¬ 
buscade laid by the enemy. Shortly afterwards Ban jit Singh 
seized most of the Sidhn territory, leaving in the possession 
of Kahan Singh about- fifteen villages subject to the service 
of twenty-five sowars. He also made Kahan Singh Com¬ 
mandant in a Cavalry Regiment, and gave Fateh Singh a 
subordinate appointment. Fateh Singh was killed in the 
Kangra Campaign in 1809 ; and his jagjv was given to his 
brother Kahan Singh who, however, did not enjoy it long, as 
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he fell, with Jamiat Singh and other members of his family 
in the unsuccessful Kashmir expedition of 1814. 

Dewa Singh, who was an infant at the time of his father's 
death, received a grant of four Tillages, worth lid. 3,000, for his 
maintenance, subject to the service of four sowars, and in 
1838 was placed in Prince Kharak Singh’s force. In 1848 
he remained faithful to Government, and did good service 
against the rebel Dbara Singh of Gogaira. Hia villages, 
Bbudan, Bhatianwala, Dhar and Diloki, worth Rs. 2,500, 
were released to him for life on payment of two-fifths as 
nazarana; and on his death Bhudan and Bhatianwala were 
maintained in perpetuity to his heirs on payment of one-third 
nazarana. Ho died in 1882. His elder son Bishan Singh 
lives at Budhanke in the Shnkarpur Tahsil, Lahore. He and 
his brother lately petitioned that, as the value of the jagira in 
Budbanke and Bhatianwala had fallen by reduction in the 
assessment to Rs. 593 per annum, they were entilled to 
have made up to them one thousand rupees as stipulated in 
the Sanad under which they were held. Jn their Sannd the 
revenue of the villages was stated to be Rs. 1,500, which they 
were to enjoy, subject to a nazarana deduction of one-third. 
It was however ruled that they must take according to the 
actual jama of the villages, independently of fluctuations at 
Settlement. 
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About the year 1635, during the reign of the Emperor 
Shah Jahan, Baba Hark Ham settled at Wsudrahad, which 
had lately been re-built by Wazir Khan, the Imperial Governor, 
who gave it his own name. Liana Rain served the Governor 
for many years, and when his sons grew up to manhood 
abandoned worldly affairs and founded a sect of his own, -still 
extant and known by the name of Harmilapt* 

The first of his descendants to take service with the 
Sikhs was Kishan Kaur, who was a follower of Sardar Gur- 


_ Pulsion* *Mt If batter tnnwi| on the frontier Hina in the Sikh nan rf the 

a-iE Kuhwi, Cht’v nr follnr.r, .nrl adtipud a-,a of Swam! ChetannriCains to 
thrt l T^ nnin /" i tSe lSlh Centnty and tor.k tt 4 his Chela, F[ aria JW 
HnUwa Ain!, a merchant of Dam limflil Klmc, Tidied W,^aLnd, aurf TVJ .3 „ 
with the piety and wisdom oEHuxia that he became k 4i lei pie and brought hit whole 
WfallhiBU, t&ooocioefi,. Which took the urns ol both friend*, and 1, D „ w kaDWU M 
HarmilapJ, The head-quartern of ;ho tent lg at Dera Irmitil Khan and ihun™™. 
Slahaut i. Earn Pi,‘a™. One Tbsfcnrdwnr* i* at ClJiot. S B “«ThL7w£ 
The diiclplei are of kariona canto*! some hare jurtra tip worldly affair* ■ other* c! ’ 
on hnameas. The farmer weir dgthM of 4 reddilh bmwB coioOrf * **"» 
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fcaksh Singh Wazrmbadia, the friend and ally of Sardar Clmrat 
Singh; and Shiv Day a), son of Kislmn Kaur, entered the 
employ of the Sukarchakia Chief. The revenue arrangements 
of the Sikhs were rude enough iu these early days; and re¬ 
garding Shiv Dayal’a management of thu Sukarehakin jagirs 
there is nothing to record. When Ran jit Singh compered the 
Dll uni country, he made Shiv Dayal the manager, and gave 
him an estate at TCnrpur, subject to service. When an old 
man, he introduced his sons Shankar Das and Kwihya Lai 
at Court, and retired to Wazirabad, where he died. The 
brothers were placed under Prince Kliarak Singh; Shankar Das 
for some time managing his jagirs, while Kanhya Lai was 
made Tithsildaror Kardar of Sahiwal, part of the estate of fho 
Prince. When Diwan Hoti Rum was appointed Governor of 
Kashmir, Shankar Das was sent as head of the Financial 
Office under him; and during Moti Ram’s second tenure of 
office Knnliya Lai occupied the same post as his brother had 
done during tlie first. 

Sliankar Das died in 1932. When the salt mines of Pind 
Dadan Khan were made over to Raja G nlab Singh of .Tamil, 
Kanhya Lai was appointed manager under him and held the 
post till 1834 ; and he and his eldest son B n tan (.‘hand received 
a cash allowance of Rs. 2,00b from the salt revenue till annex¬ 
ation. Rafau Chant] was a Durbar ilnnshi from 1831 to 1849, 
He was, with his brother Thakar Das, in favour at Court, 
and received jagirs which, in 1850, amounted to Rs. 10,302. 
He was, when quite a youth, appointed to the charge of the 
Maharaja's Private Seal,* and held the office with its emo¬ 
luments for several years. He was afterwards made Cam- 


* Tli« M pf which Eiiftb Cbaail had wi4& (bit miD priT&ta 

■lRoet. Both thli and tbt large Seal were afeipd to kowt dccnin-HliSa. The ^4fper af 
the Email Seal! reepsYctl an lHwrABOU of two per eamt. on til kliiiata and mofeaj^preatfaia 
ci.vlt l»jf iht Slai.ams.ja* and of fire per CtfrL. cm all Bewjagift 3 hit of the income ihaa 
raised, a certain pm puffin el waa taken by the GorertuncaC. Beabiee Ratio Chantf Di^a\ 
the Seal wbm fcsjpsL ai differr-ut lime* bj Rsun Cbaad p ^reat-sEphew &f Diwma >awm fial p 
by HiLrttkh Riu (^tarwirds ttaurilj, by Ratas CiiantS Dachlwal* udOLhem 



THE PANJAB CHIEFS, 


190 

man dan t in the Ghorchara Khas, and Thakar Da? took bis 
place for a H-hort time as Keeper of the Seal, The latter, when 
Nso Nahal Singh was in power, was appointed Manager of 
Dhani, Kular Kaliar and Rupowal on a salary of Ra, -1,320 per 
annum. During the reign of Maharaja Sher Singh the 
brothers held various offices at Lahore; and Ratan Chand 
became n man of considerable influence. He was fined Ra. 
40,000 by Pandit Jain in 1844; bnt this was remitted through 
the intercession of Bliai Ram Singh. He accompanied Raja 
Lai Singh to Jama in February 1845, and was with the party 
of Sstrdur Faith Singh Man when that Chief, with Wazir 
Qachna, was assassinated by Raja Gukb Singh at Jsmxi; and 
he was himself detained for some days as a hostage for the 
conduct of the aimy. 

During 1818-10 the action of Rat an Chand was somewhat 
doubtful, and his jagirs were resumed, with the exception of 
two gardens, one at Lahore and the other at Wazirabad, upon 
which he had expended much money. These were released 
in perpetuity; and he also received a life pension of Rs. 3,600. 
Wovind Sahai, his unde, and Joti Ram and Gangs Ram, his 
cousins, received each a pension of Rs. 100, and GaneshDas 
Rs, 375. Thakar Das received a pension of Us. 300. He died in 
1883leaving four sons. Karaiu Chand, the eldest, was for a short 
period employed as a Munserim in the Peshawar Settlement. 
He now looks after the family property. His brother Kishau 
Gopal is a Naib-Tnhsildar at Sialkot. The family jointly own 
one thousand and two hundred acres of Rnkh ijardarpur, eight 
hundred and sixty acres in Haripur and thirty-three 
acres in Wqz irabsd, all in the Gujamuwaht district, 
yielding an annual income of about Rs. 3,000. Unfortunately 
a dispute has arisen amongst them as to the terms of their 
father’s will; and a law-suit is now pending which threatens 

to swallow up the profits of the estute for some years to 
come. 
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Hand Gopsl, the youngest brother of Ratal! Cband, was 
taken into Governmont service ns a Darhar Munshi in 1840, and 
in 18Id was made Paymaster of the Force of Sardsr Kalian 
Singh Kokaria, brother-in-law of Raja Lai Singh, with the 
service jagirs of Pathanwali, Thata and Chakmobarik, worth 
Rs. 2,520; He accompanied tbe force under Raja Slier Singh 
Atariwaia to Multan in 1848, and was believed to have joined 
the rebels; but himself stated that his loyalty to his Govern¬ 
ment caused him to be seized and imprisoned by Slier Singh, 
and that lie was only released though tbe influence of Diwan 
Hakim Rai, whose brother, Mut&idi Mai, his sister had married. 
It is certain that Nand Singh came in before the final battle 
of Gujrat, and his excuses were accepted. Since annexation 
he has been in Government service, first as Kotwal at Gujaran- 
Wftla and Sialkot, then Tnhsildar 0 ! Waairabad and Mogu 
successively. He was made Court Inspector of Police in 18fil; 
and at tbe present time is at his home enjoying a well-earned 
pension after thirty-seven years’ active service. Ho owns 
about four hundred and fifty acres of land in Wazirubad. 

Rabin Chand died in 1857 leaving two sons, Mnnoknr 
Lid anti Narinjan Das. They enjoy in perpetuity a mafi 
grant of the value of Rs. 80 per annum, consisting of a garden 
ntifl well in the Lahore T ali s i 1, nnd they are joint owners of 
one hundred and ten ghnmaod of land in Talisil Wazintbod, 
Gujaranwala. ilanohar Lai is, in addition, sole proprietor of 
one hundred and sixty-five gbuinaoti in Mauza Haripur, 
Wozimbad. He took service in 1872 ns Naib-Talndldar, and 
is now a Tahmldar in the Gujaranwala district. 
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The Mari family is of the Shergil tribe, the origin of 
which has been elsewhere related.* By this tribe several 
villages were founded in the Lah ore and A tun tsar districts! and 
among others, Malanwak, Dew a, Dewa Masur and Mari. At 
the first-named of these the family of StuttHsher Singh resided 
till the Dtuani invasion, when, the village having been destroyed 
by the Afghans, Mala Singh fled to Dewa Masur, which he 
made hi a head-quarters, and from whence hu conducted 
marauding expeditions till he fell in a skirmish with the 
imperial troops, leaving two sons, Kant Singh mid Tara Singh, 
the former of whom became a. powerful Chief. He joined 
the Bhangr Sardars Ehnslial Singh and Budh Singh 
Faizulapurki, and took possession of territory in the J alandhar 
Doah and to the south of the Satlaj. Leaving his sons, Jodh 
Singh, Diwan Singh and Sukha Singh, to hold these estates, 
Kaur Singh returned to his ancestral village of Mari, hall way 
between Amritsar and Biroapur, where he built a mud fort. 


# HGils, who hivai pa Chief □ E any im po fiance la iLoIr ranks. tahabil the Lnhontp, 
A m rif.fi u. y ajsjsLPwikl^ Alid Fircifpor dutrirti. Aa EDmuntic uLarj is told of Gil tbn 
fottbdsr of lie tribe* lltblt ragwdlttg bis mm Ebgrgih iras the sanaf & Tt*jpnl 
Chief, Friilupiit or FirthSpbl, by a Ini nowm T md, like he was exposed whan 

im in Fast id a tw&fttp„ frum which his tuum- Gil ls derived >• 
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traces of which still exist; and his name is perpetuated in the 
village, which is known as ilari Kaur Singh wala. 

When Ran jit Singh seined the country south of Lahore, 
the fort of Mari, then held by Holitir Singh, the youngest son 
of Kaur Singh, was besieged by him. Resistance was 
useless; and Mobar Singh gave up the fort and territory, 
obtaining favourable term* and largo estates at Pirn Clmk, 
Buj tiara, Samra and Manapur. 

Sardnr Kaur Singh died shortly after this, and the Cis- 
Satlaj estates were sensed by the Maharaja of Patiala, Bhag 
Singh Aliluwalia and Jodh Singh Kalsia. The descendants of 
dodh Singh, Sukliu Singh and Diwan Singh are still resident 
in the Ambala district, where they hold a few villages. 

Mohar Singh with his brother Dal Singh held the 
jagir for some years exempt from service ; but it was, later, 
made subject to one hundred horsemen. Mohar Singh served 
in the Kashmir Campaign, in which he was wounded. ETc dis¬ 
tinguished himself at the battle of Teri in IS23, after which he 
was placed in command of tive hundred cavalry. He was 
engaged under General Ventura in 1831 in annexing the posses¬ 
sions of the Babnwfllpnr Chief north of the Satlaj,* and the 
next year lie died; while half the estates in Sialkot, Dinanagar 
and Kasur were continued to his son Isar Singh, There is 
little to record of this, Chief, who served with his contingent 
at Kulu, Sukot, Hazara and Peshawar, at which latter place 
he died in 1343, of fever. 

Shams her Singh held the jagirs throughout the adminis- 
tration of Ilira Singh, Jawakir Singh and Lai Siugli. He 

* Booti if let thr MS' Bahawnl Ktum II. in Ran Jit Eiiigh cU mi tided 

tnbotn fof 1^4 Bahffftlfior tetritorY north, of the Satin*, BiidiJc Harmed Khan 
pnmetim!!«pe£la*c4 fui/diunt altogether, ao4 always reaist&il tit! ht flQ££«fldcd in gaining 
more favnnraiaEe forms- First E-3 50,000 n jewf wms nfiktcl ; tinin a lakh| and iha 
demand «ii? nosed tEH. lit Budik Mtihom^d’a dualb, £=tt! lakhs, which wivfl ahnot M mach 
tn Kahawnl Khtifa Ill. h who inrcgedgd Sailik Muhum-sd in IFdO, could mi so from the 
country, was diromoilffiL The Khn.n neithrr CimFil nor would plf [ lad in 1631 General 
Yontom QC^apfed tha terrLLoff,. jd-ftl ging himiatf to clcTca lokhfl the Ini year to 
Got a. mm inf. 
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accompanied Raja Slier Singh Atari vrala to Multan in 1848, and 
rebelled with him. Although a very young man, he possessed 
ability and influence, and his whole jagira, worth Ra. 27,000, 
were confiscated, and in 1850 a pension of Ra. 720 was 
aliened him for life. To his younger brother Jamneja 
Singh, who had married Tej Eaur, daughter of Sardar Chatar 
Singh Atariwala, the young lady to whom Maharaja Dal ip 
Singh had been betrothed, a life pension of Rs. 360 was 
granted. In 1860 a rent-free holding was granted to Shamsher 
Singh worth Rs, 200. He also had proprietary rights in Mari 
Eaur Singhwala and Eazi Clink. He has recently died, 
leaving two sons, neither of them of much standing. 

Gujar Singh, Bhnp Singh and Kesra Singh, eons of 
Sardar Dal Singh, were cavalry officers tinder General 
Avitabile. They are all dead; and the widows of Cclonel 
Bhup Singh draw an allowance of Rs. 720 from Government. 
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Tins family originally came from Multan ; and severed 
members of it served the Imperial Government at Lahore 
and elsewhere. Both Amir Chand, the father, and Bam Singh, 
the grandfather, of Kahan Oh and were servants of Sardar 
Sahib Singh Yegiia. Tlie former, after the establishment of 
the Sikli monarchy, became a revenue officer under Misar 
Diwan Chand, on whose death he received a military 
command under Sardar Hart Singh Nulwa- He died at 
Lahore in 1835, at a very advanced age, 

Kahan Chand entered Government service in 1823, 
Boon after the battle of Teri, as a Secretary. He became 
known for honesty and ability, and in 1830 received & 
grant of two wells at Butala, and the village of Kola in 
Sialkot, together worth Ea. 600 a year ; and in 1834 he 
obtained Mangat, worth Rs, 500. In this year Kalian Chand 
was raised to the post of MuramU-Xavis, or despatch writer. 
This was an office requiring some talent, and would only be 
given to a Miinshi in whose honesty the fullest confidence 
could be reposed. This secret correspondence was conducted. 
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under the direct orders of the Maharaja, by Fakir Azizudin, 
and, Inter, associated with him were Bhai Bam Singh and 
Bhai Govind Bam. 

The Dera Kht is, or Body Guard, a regiment containing 
many of the young Sikh Sardars and the pick of the Khalsn 
army, was first raked by Ivahan Cband, lie had neither tho 
health nor knowledge necessary for its command, which was 
hold by liia brother Ganga Ram for a short time till the regi¬ 
ment was placed under Raja Hira Singh. Kalian Chand was 
not one of those affected by the revolutions that followed the 
death of the groat Maharaja, He held his office and his emolu¬ 
ments intact; and some Multan estates which had been granted 
to him at Nidhal were exchauged for others of equal value ; 
Rs. 1,400 at Bankli, Lokra, Nangli Kalita and Naugli Gojrnn, 
After the Satlaj Campaign his Jalandhar estate, in the territory 
ceded to the British Government, was lost, and in lieu of it lie 
received the estate of Kiika in Wazirnbad, worth Rs. 3,000. 
On the annexation of the Panjab his jagirs were resumed, and 
he received *1 pension of Rs. 1,200, which ceased at his death 
in 1868. 

His eldest son Hem Raj enjoyed an allowance of Rs. 360 
par annum from Maharaja Ron jit Singh, which under Sher 
Singh was increased to eleven rupees per diera. In 1841 he 
was appointed as u Darbar Munslji, and rose by degrees to 
lie Sanad Writer, Sherishtadar to the Darbar aud head 
Residency Munshi. In 1843 bis jngirs and cash allowances, 
valued at Rs. 7,438 per annum, were resumed, and in lieu a 
cash pension of Rs. 360 was allowed him for life. He resides 
in Lahore. v* 

The family is no longer of any importance, social or poli¬ 
tical Most of the younger members are engaged in trade or 
are petty office holders in various Government departments at 
Lahore. 


LABORS DISTRICT. 


m 


SATAD A CL AD HASAIS 1 . 


EAMHUDJS. 

k ml Ma rtin . 

Iimm ih*l4 autciiUHj 1 UufciD. 

I_ _ 

~l_ 


IclAJ-IlL fffafch ■ tiili 'T ih! t: SjLlL Altar H 'n ■ h_ Hftanip. flUllb LtiMJ-fcjL 
F», kin. ft. 1981. 

---—--- "j AU 

IT A l l IfUikba? All ** ^ 

iwi 

AcljuB Riiiir 

The family of Mahomed Shah is of Persian descent. 
K am nidi n was an officer in the army of Nadir Shah anil 
accompanied that Chief to India, remaining behind as a 
settler in the neighbourhood of Dehli when the invading 
army retired. Hu afterwards went to live at Gango in 
Sahoranpnr, where he died in 1764, Amirudin then left 
for Lucknow, where Sujn Dauhi was X awftb ; and entered hift 
service, first ns Thanndar and afterwards ns a revenue collec¬ 
tor. Failing to puj the Government demand he was thrown 
into prison; and, though released after a short time, did not 
obtain fresh employment till the occasion of Asafu Dai da 
ini 770. He was murdered at Pabli by some Gujars in 1798; 
and his son Imam Shah, fearing the same fate, loft for 
Lucknow, where he lived for some time with an old retired 
officer of Artillery, by name Bahadur Khan, who taught the 
lad all that he knew. As he could get no employment, at 
the Court of Oudh, Imam Shah determined to seek his fortune 
elsewhere. Hearing that Hindustanis were in request in 
Kabul he proceeded thither; but at Wasirabad in the Panjab 
he met Sardar Jodh Singh, who easily induced him to enter hia 
service as J annular of Artillery. The nest year the Sardar 
died ; and Imam. Shah then entered the army of Maharaja 
Banjit Singh, and fought in many battles as Colonel of 








the paxjab chiefs. 


198 

Artillery, He sewed throughout the reign of Ran] it Singh 
and Ilia successors, and was killed at Sobraon in 1846. 

Maliomed Shall, bis second son, was made a Commandant 
of Artillery when eighteen years of age. He fought in the 
Satlaj Campaign, and under the Durbar was successively 
posted at Pind Dadan Khan, Eason Abdul and Hazara. 
In 1849, when the 5th Panjob Cavalry was Erst raised, 
Mahomed Shah was appointed to it, and served in this 
Regiment till 1959. On the Frontier he was known as a first- 
rate officer both for bravery and intelligence. As senior 
native officer of his squadron he served throughout the siege 
and capture of Helili, the relief and capture of Lucknow, 
the capture of Bareily, and the actions of Bilandshahar, 
Fatahgarh, Agra and Aligarh, He received the Order of 
British India for his gallantry at Agra; where, seeing a 
squadron of the Fifth in danger of being cut up by a shower 
of grape, he galloped forward alone and cut down the artil* 
leryman who was about to fire the gun. "When Lieutenant 
Younghuaband was killed near Fatahgarh, Mahomed Shah 
cut down tho sepoy who had fired the fatal ball. By the 
side of Major Sandford, who succeeded Lieutenant Young- 
husband in command of the Squadron, Mahomed Shah fought 
with conspicuous courage \ and when that officer fell, he 
protected liis body, buried it decently, and built over it a 
tomb. The most valued of the many testimonials received 
by Mahomed Shah is a gold watch sent from England by 
the relatives of Major Sandford, in acknowledgment of his 
devotion. 

In January 1859 Mahomed Shah was appointed Com¬ 
mandant of the 3rd Oudh Military Police under Captain 
C. Chamberlain. His services were specially asked for by 
this officer, who knew his worth, his energy, and his thorough 
knowledge of hie Military duties. When the Military Police 
were broken up in November 1959, he was made Commandant 
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in the new Police, and held the post with credit till February 
1861, when, on reductions being made in the force, he took 
Ills discharge, 

Mahomed Shah received the title of Sardar Bafcadar. 
He enjoyed a pension of Rs. 1,800 cash and a liFe jagir of 
Rs. 2,000 in the Baraieh district. Ho was the author of a 
creditable work on cavalry tactics. Ho died in 1872, leaving 
two sons and three daughters. The management of the 
property was vested in the eldest son, Sardar Ali ; but his 
affairs became involved shortly after his father’s death, and 
the interests of the other children suffered in consequence. 
In 1882 he was appointed Tahsihlar at Faizabad, Oudb, and 
■was transferred four years later to the Jannpur district as 
Inspector of Police. Ho died in 1888. His youngest 
brother, Iftakhai- Ali, is a Sub-Inspector of Police in Jaunpur, 
North-West Provinces. The jagir has passed to Aulad 
Hasain, only son of Sardar Ali. One of Mahomed Shah's 
daughters married Say ad Abas Ali, Mansi f of Amritsar. 
Mahomed Shah’s brother Hasain Shall was for some years a 
Deputy Inspector of Police at Dehli. He died in 1881, 
leaving ono eon, N&wazish Ali, who is working in the Settle* 
ment Department at Gurdaspur. 
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Colonel Badri Nath was erne of the Sikh officers who on the 
annexation of the Panjab transferred their services to the 
British Government. His father was a native of Kashmir, 
and emigrated to the Paujab at the beginning of the present 
century. In 1621 Badri Nath entered the Maharaja’s army 
as a private soldier, and gradually rose through all the gr ades 
of the service till, in 1835, he was made Colonel, which, rank 
he held till the Second Sikh War. He saw plenty of fighting 
during these years, and was in the campaigns of Swat, 
Peshawar, Hazara, Yusufzai, Hannu, Tire, and numerous 
actions. For long he served on the frontier; six years in 
charge of the forts of Hera Ismail Klnm and Tank. He was 
with Sardar Hari Singh Nulwa in 1833, when that Chief, in 
the most masterly manner, won Peshawar from the Barak- 
jaisi, la 1845 he was stationed in Hazara, under Diwan 
Mulraj Bilwalwala, with the Katar Mukhi Regiment and some 
Gurkhas. In 1846 he accompanied Major H, Lawrence to 
Kashmir, where Shekh Imamudin Khan was in revolt, 
and the next year went with Lieutenant Edwardes to 
R an m i. He served throughout the siege of Multan with the 
Kdtra Mukhi ; and after the close of the war retained his 
command till, on the introduction of the new Police, he took 
his discharge. Colonel Badri Nath was known as a brave 
and able officer, and the force under him was always in good 
discipline. In 18E7, the Port of Multan, the Magazine 
and the Treasury were entrusted to his Corps, and the 
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Regiment also furnished detachments which fought against 
tho mutineers and insurgents with gallantry and credit. In 
186L the Government, in sanctioning his retirement, granted 
him a life pension of Rs. 600, inclusive of thy allow¬ 
ance attached to the Order of British India, which he 
obtained in 1857 in recognition of his loyalty and gallantry. 
The allowances lapsed at his death in 1871. 

His son Prem Nath took service as a dork in tho 
Ordnance Department. In 1872 he was appointed an 
Inspector of Post Offices, and is now Manager of the Dead 
Letter Office, Lahore, on a salary of Rs. 250 per mensem. 
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The roost distinguished of the Generals, bj whose skill 
and courage Ranjit Siugh rose from a subordinate Chief skip 
to the Empire of the Punjab, was Dtwan Mohkain Chand. 
The sagacity with which the Maharaja selected his officers 
was the reason of his uniform success, Mohkam Chand was 
no soldier by birth; his father was a trader and, according 
to Hindu custom, the son would have been a trader too, had 
he not, when quite young, been offered a post as Munsln by 
SurJar Dal Singh Gil, of Akalgark He is said indeed to 
have served with Mahan Singh, father of Ran jit Singh, 
at the siege aud capture of Rasulnagar, and to have gained 
there his first military experience ; but this does uot seem 
true- He remained with Dal Singh till 1S04, when that Chief 
died, and his estates were seized by Ranjit Singh. Saliju, 
the widow of the Sardar, disliked Mohkam Chand aud 
demanded his accounts, ns, tor many years, lie had held the 
entire management of the Aknlgnrh properly; but the Diwan 
did not care to expose t hem to a close and unfriendly scrutiny, 
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and left for Gnjrat, where S ardor Sahib Singh Bhang? gave 
him employment, But with this Chief he soon quarrelled, and 
in 1306 left Gujrat for Lahore, where Run jit Singh, appreciat¬ 
ing his talents, made him Chief of the array, much to the . 
annoyance of the Sikh Sardo/rs. The same year ho led the 
army across the S&tlnj, and first seised Zira, which was for 
some time defended by the widow of Sardnr Moliar Singh 
Nishanwala. He then reduced the possessions of Jagat 
Singh Buria, Mukatsar and Kot Kapura, being aided by 
a traitor in the camp, Sodhi Jawahir Singh, father of Guru 
Gulab Singh of Mann war, then Dharmkot ; and he then 
marched to Faridkot, from the Chief of which ho obtained 
tribute, on the way seizing Mari from Hari Singh and Arbel 
Singh, brothers-in-law of Tara Singh Ghaiba, In OetoW 
180G ho accompanied Ran jit Singh in his expedition against 
Patiala, in alliance with Raja Bhag Singh of Jind, when 
Ludhiana, .1 hand tala, Badowal, Jagraon, Kot, Talwandi, 
Sauiwal trad other districts were seized ; some being made 
over to the Raja of Jind, some to Jaswant Singh of Nabha, 
and the remainder in jagir to the Lahore Sardara Gurdit 
Singh, Fateh Singh Ahlnwalia and Mohkarn Chand. 

In 1807 Tara Singh Ghaiba died, and his large possessions 
in the Jalandhar Donb were seized and divided between G bar ha 
Singh and Mohkam Chanrh The bitter, in the three years 1800, 
1807,1808, received in jagir portions of the Ihikas of Gila, Kot, 
Jagraon, Talwandi, Dharmkot, Kot Kapura, Zim, Faridkot, 
Baniwal, Jand bar, Bhanunpur, Dhari and Chandpur, compris ¬ 
ing two hundred and sixty-eight Tillages and worth Rs. 1,54,265 
a year. He was also made Governor of the Jalandhar Doab ; 
and at Philaor, on the right bank of the Sfttlaj, he built for the 
Malmraja the fort which still commands the passage of the 
river, on the site of an imperial sarai. The Rahon and 
Nakedar country, worth Rs. 6,42,611, was also made orer 
to him in jagir. The British had in 1809 made Ludhiana a 
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military cantonment l and General Ochtcrlony, tlie Resident 
stationed there, did not find Melik am Chain! a pleasant neigh¬ 
bour, for he hated the English, who had made the Satinj the 
bound of his master’s ambition. Early in 1310 he accompanied 
Ranjit Singh to Multan, the attack upon which was unsuccess¬ 
ful, and afterwards reduced the country held by Rabun Singh 
Sakai. In 1811 he was sent against Bhimbar, and returned 
to Lahore, having extracted Rs. 40,000 from the Rajput Chiefs 
in the hills above Gujrat. Some of the Jalandhar Chiefs now 
showing a disposition to rise, he returned to Philnar and 
quickly restored order, much to the Maharaja’s satisfaction, 
who created him Diwan, bestowing on hi in at the same time 
valuable khilats. It was at this time that the Diwan annexed 
the territories of Sardar Bndh Singh Faiznlapuria, valued at 
upwards of three lakhs of rupees. For long the Maharaja 
had desired, his overthrow j and his refusal to attend at Court 
gave a colourable excuse for attacking him. His forte of 
Jalandhar and Pali were reduced, and the Sardar fled to 
Ludhiana for safety. Strangely enough, the two Chiefs who 
brought their forces to aid the Diwan in this expedition were 
Fateh Singh Ahluwalia and Jodh Singh Ramgarhia, although 
they were said to have formed an alliance with Budh Singh 
Famdupuria to resist Ranjit Singh should he attack either of 
them. But it was perhaps to postpone an attack on them¬ 
selves, wliich they saw was imminent, that they joined the 
Diwan in his attack on Jalandhar. They were now the only 
independent Chiefs of importance between the Satlaj and the 
Indus ; and Mohkam Chant] urged his master to abolish, in a 
great measure, if not altogether, the feudal tenure, and to take 
the whole country under Ins direct authority. But the time 
for so radical a change as this had not arrived. 

In 1812 the Diwan reduced Kulu ; and was then des¬ 
patched to Kashmir, ostensibly to explain away the hostile 
movements of Prince Kharak Singh and Bhniya Ram Singh, 
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but m reality to spy out the land and ascertain whether it was 
ripe for conquest. But another man, whoso ambition was not 
leas than that of Ranjlt Singh, was preparing to attack Kashmir. 
This was Fateh Khan, the Minister of Shall Mahmud of Kabul, 
who, seeing an alliance with the Sikhs was necessary to his 
success, invited, the Maharaja to join forces and, with him, 
invade Kashmir. This was agreed to ; and Diwan Mob tarn 
Cband and Fateh Khan marched from Jhilam together. But 
the Afghan had no intention of allowing the Sikhs any largo 
share either in the conquest or in its results, and had only 
carried on negotiations to secure the Maharaja’s neutrality. 

sooner hud the force reached the Fir Panjal, than lie, 
without consulting Mnhkam Chanil, or informing him of his 
intentiou, pressed on by double inarches with his hardy 
mountain troops, while the Sikhs, never of much use in the 
hills, were unable to move owing to a heavy fall of snow. 
The Diwan saw the design of Fateh Khan, but he was not 
disconcerted. He promised the Kajaori Chief a jagir of 
Ba. 25,000 if lie would show him a Pass by which ho might 
reach tha valley at the same time as Fateh Khan, which he 
contrived to do with a handful of troops under Jo cl b Singh 
Kalsin and Natal Singh Atari. The Diwan was thus present 
at the capture of Star Garb and Hari Par bat and the reduc¬ 
tion of the Talley, which was a work of no difficulty ; for 
Ata Mahomed, the Governor, had fled, and little resistance was 
offered. But bis force was too weak to be of much assistance, 
and Fateh Khan declared that the Sikhs were not entitled 
to a third share of the plunder as bad been agreed upon. 
Shah Shuja, the ex-Prince of Kabul, was made over to the 
Diwan, who brought him to Lahore, where be was received with 
every appearance of respect j but Kan jit Singh, savage at bia 
disappointment in Kashmir, and thinking hospitality to one in 
misfortune superfluous, robbed him of the famous AoM-JVnr 
diamond and his other jewels, and detained him under aurveii- 
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lance till April l SI if, when he made his escape. The Maharaja, 
when he heard that Fateh Klum would not divide the spoil of 
Kashmir, was very wroth and determined on revenge. He 
opened negotiations with Jiihandad Khun, brother of At a 
Mahomed, the late Governor of Kashmir, who held the fort of 
Atook, which commanded the passage o£ the Indus, and 
induced him to surrender it to a Sikh force. It was now 
Fateh Khan's turn to be angry, and he demanded the restoration 
of the fort; hut Ran jit Singh refused until he should receive 
liis share of the Kashmir plunder. The Wazir, in April 1813, 
set out from Kashmir and invested Atock. Forces were 
hurried up from Lahore, first under Karam Singh Clialial, 
mul then under Diwun Mobkam Chand. For long the armies 
lay opposite each other ; t he Sikhs suffering somewhat in the 
frequent skirmishes and not liking to force on a general 
engagement till the garrison of the fort had exhausted 
its supplies and it was necessary to relieve it or abandon it 
altogether. The Diwan then dotennmod on fighting; and at 
Haidant, a few miles from Atock, he drew up his force in order 
of battle. The bull was opened by a brilliant cavalry charge 
led hv Dost Mahomed Khan, afterwards the celebrated ruler 
of Kabul, which broke the Sikh line. One wing was thrown 
into complete disorder and gome gnus captured. The Afghans, 
thinking the victory won, dispersed to plunder, when the 
Diwan led up his reserves in person and drove back the 
enemy at all points with great loss, Fateh Khan had already 
fled, believing Dost Mahomed to be slain; and the Afghan 
army, driven out of Khairahad, retired upon Kabul, from 
whence tho Wazir led an expedition against Hi rat to 
endeavour to recover the reputation he had lost before Atock. 
The battle of Haidaru was fought on the 13th July 1813, 

While Mohkam Chand was engaged on active service, his 
son Moti Ram managed the Jalandhar Doab. His grandson 
Ramdayal, though ut the lime only twenty-two yearn of age, 
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was already distinguished for ability and bravery ; and in 
May 1814, when the Maharaja determined to again invade 
Kashmir, he was appointed to command one division of the 
army. Against this expedition the Diwnn remonstrated in vain. 
He urged that the season was not propitious; that no supplies 
had been collected on the road; that the Hill Rajaa were 
hostile; but when ho saw that Ranjit Singh was determined 
to try his fortune, he asked leave to accompany the army, Rut 
Mohkam Chand was now very old, and his health was failing, 
and the Maharaja desired him to remain at Lahore and 
preserve order during his absence. The Sikh army was 
massed at Sialkot, and from there marched to Rajaori, the 
Raja of which place recommended that the force should bo 
divided : one portion, under the Maharaja in person, marching 
by way of Punch; the second, under Ramdayal, Dal Singh 
Naharnah, Jamadar Kluishal Singh and other Sards rp, 
marching through the B&hramgala Pass. This advice was 
unfortunately followed ; and Ramdayal with his division 
crossed the Pir Panjal and descended into the valley, where 
A-Zirn Khan with his whole force gave them battle. The 
Sikhs fought well, hut they were outnumbered and driven 
back with great loss. A repulse was, in their case, as dis¬ 
astrous us a total defeat , they had no reinforcements nfc 
haud aud.no supplies. Bhaiya Sam Singh, was sent by Kan jit 
Singh to the assistance of the detachment; but he w&a a timid 
man, and when he heard of Ramdayal *s repulse ha halted for a 
day or two at B&hramgaln and then retired. The Maharaja now 
found that he must retreat himself, leaving Ramdayal to his 
fate. The retreat soon became a flight. Tlio hill tribes dis¬ 
puted the passage of the army; and heavy rain came on, making 
the road all hut impracticable. But at length, with great 
loss of men and officers, among the latter the brave Mit Singh 
Padbania, the Maharaja fought his way out of the hills and, 
retired to Lahore. Although the disasters which had befallen 
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the expedition were in a great measure owing to the rashness 
and precipitancy of Ramdayal, yet he retrieved matters as far 
as -was possible. He held his own in the Kashmir valley 
with such determination that Azim Khan whs compelled to 
come to term!-, allowing him a safe conduct, and even admit* 
ing, in a writ ton document, the supremacy of Lahore. 

In October of the same year Diwan Mohkam Chand died 
at Philaor, to the grief of the Maharaja and the whole Sikh 
nation. As a General ho had been almost always successful; 
his administrative t alents were as great as his military ones; and 
in his death Ranjit Singh lost Lis most loyal and devoted servant. 
But there were other good men left in the family. Moti Ram 
was created Divan in his father’s room, and the Jalandhar 
Doab was entrusted to him, with the charge of the fort at 
Philaor. Rnmdajnl, wit-h Dal Singh Nahnrna, was sent against 
the Kharals of Goguim, and to take tribute from Multan and 
Bahawalpur; and the next year against Rujaori to punish 
the treachery of Raja Agar Khan during the expedition of 
1814, Agar Khun tried to buy forgiveness; but Ram day id 
would not listen to terms, and sacked and burnt both the 
town of Rajaori and the palace of the Raja. The next year 
he was sent northwards to watch the movements of Fateh 
Khan, who had joined his brother Azim Khan in Kashmir, 
returning to Kabul the next year. Huh man Singh Chimni 
was at this time in charge of the Atock fort, and it was as 
much as Rumdayal and ha could do to keep in order the 
Mahomedans of Hazara and Yusufzai, who were instigated to 
revolt by Fateh Khan: and on one occasion Ramdayal was nil 
but defeated by them. 

Tn the spring of 1810 tho Maharaja, taking advantage of 
the absence from Kashmir of the Governor, Azim Khan, 
determined again to attempt its reduction. The leader of tho 
Sikh army was Misor Diwan Chand, the conqueror of Multan, 
while Ramdayal commanded tho rear division. The latter 
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Tvas prevented front marching by tbs heavy rain ami had oo 
share in the fighting. Little resistance was, however, made, 
Zabar Khan took to flight; and the province of Kashmir was 
annexed by Eanjit Singh to his dominions, Moti Ram being 
appointed the first Governor. Ramdayal was then sent 
against the Raja of Punch; and when Bhai Makhan Singh 
was killed in Hazara and Hukrna Singh Chironi, the 
Governor, recalled, he was sent there to restore order. This 
was no easy matter. The tribes had been thoroughly ex¬ 
asperated by the conduct of Hukma Singh, and their 
successes had given them confidence ■ and when Ramdayal 
lmd penetrated as far as the fort of Gandgarh ho was 
surrounded by numbers of the enemy, the Afghans of 
Miswari, Srikot, Torbela, Yuaufzai and Swat, and compelled 
to fight. Through the whole day. from sunrise to sunset, the 
battle was fought against enormous odds by tlio Sikhs - t and at 
night, completely worn out, they retired to their entrench- 
ments. Last to leave the field was Ramdayal ^and the enemy, 
perceiving that he was separated from the main body of the 
army, made a sudden dash and cut off and surrounded 
his party. The Sikhs fought desperately, but in vain ; and 
Ramdayal was killed and all his escort. The Sikhs in dismay 
at the death of their General struck thou- camp and retreated 
in all haste from Hazara. 

The death of Ramdayal was a great grief to his father, 
who desired to give up the Kashmir government and retire to 
Banares. The Maharaja was not unwilling to permit tho 
Diwan’s resignation, and appointed as Lis successor Sardur 
Hari Singh Kalwa, the most dashing soldier in the Khiilsa 
army, now that Ramdayal was dead. But the Kashmiris and 
hill tribes could not endure the tyranny of the Sardar; and 
after one year Moti Ram was re-appointed Governor, and 
held the post till 1820. The Diwan was a man of somo 
ability and was liked by the people; but he was indolent 
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and apathetic, and his administration was not marked by any 
event of importance, except the advent of the cholera, which 
then visited Kashmir for the first time and decimated the 
population. While Moti Rain was in Kashmir, his son Karpa 
Sam managed the Jalandhar Doab, and Shiv Dayal lived 
on his jngir in the Gujrat district. Baja Dhian Singh was 
jealous of the wealth and power of the family, and persuaded 
the Maharaja to grant the estate of Siba, near Philaor, to hia 
hiother-in-law Sam Singh. Karpa Sam was so much 
irritated at this slight that, when he was directed to join the 
Peshawar expedition with hia whole contingent, he only brought 
fifty horsemen. The Maharaja was furious. Ho imprisoned 
Karpa Ram ; recalled Moti Ram from Kashmir, and sent there, 
as the new Governor, Diwan Chuni Lai; while the fort of 
Philaor he made over to Fakir Azizudin, and later to Sardar 
Dcsa Singh Majithia. It was not for a year and a half that 
the family was again taken into favour, and then only on 
payment of a Jieavy fine. Karpa Ram was now seat to 
Kashmir as Governor, superseding Chuni Lai. His admin¬ 
istration was tolerably successful. He was an extravagant 
man and fond of display, but, at the same time, of a gentle 
disposition. The Rambagh garden at Srinagar, in which 
Maharaja Gulab Singh's monument stands, was laid out by him, 
as were also many other gardens in the neighbourhood of the 
capital. In 1828 the valley suffered very much from earth¬ 
quakes. Private and public buildings were destroyed, and the 
inhabitants forsook the towns for the greater security of the 
mountains. After the earthquakes came the cholera even 
worse than in tho days of Moti Ram, The cholera wa. 1 ? 
followed by the rebellion of the Raja of Muzafnrabad; but 
Karpa Ram marched against him and completely defeated 
him. These were the only events of the administration. In 
1331 Karpa Ram again suffered from the enmity of Raja 
Dhian Singh. He had given protection to Raja Faix Talab 
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Khan of Bkimbar, whom both the Bogra brothers hated and 
wished to capture, while Karpa Haru resolutely refused to 
give him up, Dbfon Singh accused Karpa Ram of contumacy 
and embezzlementj uud had bo much influence) with the 
Maharaja that the Diwun was recalled from Kashmir and 
again imprisoned; while the Jalandhar Doab was taken from 
Moti Ram and given to Misar Rnp Lai, after Shekh Ghulam 
Mohaiudin Lad been tried in Hushiarpnr and found wanting. 
At this time Moti Ram was absent at Simla, where he had been 
sent with Hari Singh Nalwa end Fakir Am zudin on a mission 
to the Governor-General. On his return ho tried to make 
peace between Raja Dhinn Singh and his son, who had been 
released on payment of a nazarana of nine lakhs of rupees; but 
seeing this impracticable, and weary of public life, he retired 
to Ban ares, where he died in 1839. Karpa Ram served in 
Bannu in 1832, and then finding the enmity of Dhian Singh 
as great as ever, while his influence at Court increased day by 
day, he asked permission to join his father at Banares. The 
permission was refused, and Karpa Ram determined to go 
without it. He went on an assumed pilgrimage to Jawala 
Mukhi; and from there, crossing the Satlaj into British terri¬ 
tory, he journeyed to Banares, where he remained till his death 
in 1842, Ho left no son of his own, but he had adopted 
Dhanraj, whom he left the sole agent of his still large jagirs, 
worth four lakhs of rupees. 

MTien Karpa Rum left the Pan jab, his brother Shiv 
Dayal, who bad been appointed Governor of Gujrat, and his 
son^i kept their appointments; Kanhya Lai acting as Deputy 
to his father and Maya Lai holding an office at Court, The 
latter accompanied Shekh Ghulam Mohiaudin to Kashmir as 
Treasurer in 1841 ; but on his father's death, three years later, 
returned to Kunja, where he succeeded to the estate, worth 
B=. 12,000, He did good service during the rebellion of 
1848, and has since the annexation of the Pan jab acted, as 
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Tlianadar of Jalandhar and Gujrat. Iu 1358 lie was appoint¬ 
ed Tahaldar of Hrirapa in the Goguira district, but did not 
1 1 old the appointment for any length of time. He resides at 
Kunja, and is not now in Government employ. Kanhya 
Ciil filled the office of Kardar In several districts daring 
Sikli rule. His eldest son Had ha Kishan was Thatmdar of 
Peshawar until the re*organization of the Police, when he 
received his discharge. 

Dhanraj, the adopted son of Karpa Ram, was Colonel of 
the 2nd Regiment of the old Sikh army at Peshawar. When 
Surdar Clunar Singh took the field, ha was sent by Colonel 
George Lawrence to prevent the Sarilar passing the Indus. 
He succeeded at the time, bat subsequently his men deserted 
and he had to retrace his steps. After annexation he was 
appointed Tahsihlnr nr Peshawar, Incoming ultimately an 
Extra Assistant Commissioner. Ho rendered excellent 
service during the Mutiny, and was rewarded with the grant of 
half the revenues of Runja, worth Rs. 1 , 801 '. At the Imperial 
Assemblage in 1S77 ho received the title of Honorary Assistant 
Commissi oner. His death oco urred in 1880, C clone! D hanra j 
adopted Riidba Kishan, grand-nephew of Rarpa Ram, his 
own adoptive father. The jagir, of course, lapsed; but as a 
special case, and in deference to the express wishes of the 
Lieutenant-Governor, the Viceroy permitted a departure 
to he made from the established principle, and granted a 
portion, valued at one thousand rupees, to Radba Kishan. 
Ha resides at Kunja in Gujrat, and is a Sub-Registrar 
of the district. His name is not on the list of Darbaris. 
Mi va Lai’s son Hari Chand is a Mims if in the Hushiarpur 
district. 

Regarding the other branch oE the family, a few words 
will be sufficient. Sobha Earn, brother of Mohkam Chand, 
was for some years iu the Maharaja’s service, and left to Ins 
three sons, Kishau Dajal, Dit Mai and Ganpat Rai, a jagir of 
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Rs. 5,000 in the neighbourhood of Eunja, with the village 
of Gidarkofc. Both Dit Mai and Gan pat Rai accompanied 
Shekh Mohaiudin to Kashmir, and remained in his service and 
that of his son Imamudin Khan for three years as Eardars. 
During the rebellion of 1545 the brothers served under 
Major Ed ware] es, and behaved well, and on the annexation of 
the Punjab ware taken into Government, employ. Dit Mai 
was first made a Tahsildar, and subsequently Extra Assistant 
Commissioner. He died without issue. 
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SAB DAH BAKHSHISH SINGH SENDHANWALIA 


UUItliA B!SRU, 



The two principal families in the Pan jab Propur, highest 
in rank anti possessing the widest influence, are the Alilinvalia 
and the Sindkimwalia. The possessions of the Aid uvr alia 
Chief are almost entirely situated in the Jalandhar Doab; 
whilst of all Sikh families, between the Bias and the Indus, 
the Sindhamvalia Chief is the acknowledged head. Nearly 

























related to this family was the great Maharaja himself; and it 
was in a great measure owing to their connection with, him 
that the Sindbanwalia Sardars obtained so large a share of 
wealth and. power. 

The Simlhiinwallas are of the Jafc Sansi tribe and, liko 
most Juts, claim a Raj pot origin, and state that their ancestor, 
a Bhati Rajput, by name Shal, came from Ujain to the 
Punjab, where lie founded Sialkot. The Blint:is do not 
appear, however, to have settled so far south as Ujain ; and 
the Shal alluded to is doubtless Raja Shal, or Halvuhan, 
son of Raja Gaj of Jasalmir, who, after his father’s death, in 
battle with, the King of Khorasan, came to the Panjab, where 
be destroyed Lahore and rebuilt the town of Sialkot, * which 
place he made his capital, 

bfllYiihnn introduced a new era, called the Shalrr, 
according to some, in memorial of a victory which he gained 
over Vikramaditya, near Sialkot. Bat Sal vidian was not a 
contemporary of Vikrnmaditya, who never came to the Pan jab 
at all. The Shahu era was founded in the one hundred and 
forty-sixth year of the era of Vikramaditya. 

Raja Salvahan had sixteen sons, all of whom became 
independent, and from whom many of the hill Princes have 
descended. Tlio chief of them were Baland, Puran, Risalu, 
Dhanmigadb, Rupa and Sunder. 

The houses of Patiala, Nabha, Jind, Muled, Bhadaur, 
Paridkot, Bfaithal and Atari have descended from the oldest 
son of Jandhar, the fifth from Baja Salvahan or Shal ; while 


* H i !i!k-.H Li t?na nf it Is moat indent lowm in ihi? Punjab. It is Enid to have 
bt-pfl fan.netfid about 3400 ILC, by ftajn &hul + ctiU-md! eecIa of chi*- PiiudrtH, 
wbih5^ ri^raibilanLi feigned there tot man? Imndred yBare. ft them wu rinaftcmM 
trilil Snlrwhitn rebuilt arnwrilfniz tc PanJob ehtTiQieJimf, nbgnfc ft* A*D.; aCcardilijE lo 
1 iHi Khuti rhr*.)i»iii:]-(?re vf ?' - j p niannj 141 A D,, Suppcwinc: that. SbiiktsE is the arifspn.il 
SiliwIrimB, til'll- capital of Batinltan^ anil fbu identity cf Lb a tiro p[act'« seema prohibit, 
tiiaSkut hat bean nlao known ne sWkot, fci&Lknm, sikMpm arid KLiulki* if mm RitaiJa 
tlie er.L uf Silrahaa.) TL- *LA H.-ijjadW,. who ntfw iuh.ibit thu country nbonC Jhan^* 
rlaLni to haer founded flialbut. and tn famra .Eri^cn to the toVTo tlipir n&me. That t£wj 
oacc uenfed them and bcLiU ft fort steels certain i hut the ifl*n was ftmeidtHi mnny yean 
before their mrira! Ln <ha Punjab, 
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the Sindiumwalias pretend that they and the Mahometan 
Bhatis liava descended from the second son. 

The origin of the family name of San si ia thus related by 
the Sindhanwalias. Sohanda, sixth in descent from Jaiidhar, 
saw all his children die, one after another, within a few days 
of their birth. He accordingly consulted the Brahmans 
and astrologers, who told him that he must giro his next 
child to the first person who should come to the house after 
its birth. In due times son was born, and the first person 
to stop at Sohanda's house, after the event, was a beggar 
of the Sansi tribe; and to him. In spite of the mother’s 
entreaties, the new-born child was given- The old beggar 
would have preferred money or food ; bnt he took the child 
away with him. However, by the nest day he had had 
quite enough of it, and brought it back to Sohanda, who after 
a second consultation with the Brahmans took the child, who 
was from this adventure called Sansarpal or Bainhsarpai 
(cher ished-by-the - Bans!); and the name has belonged to the 
familv ever since. Another &tory states that the wife of 
Sohanda was taken in labour at a considerable distance from 
her home, and was compelled to take refuge in a Sansi 
village, where she received every attention and remained 
till she had recovered. The son born under these C ire lira- 
stances was called Sansi. But, from a comparison of the 
Sindhanwalia genealogy with that of the Bhatis, it appears 
probable that Bans was the name of a son of Bhoni, fourth 
in descent from Jaudliar, and that from Sansi the 
Sindhanwfthas and the Sanms have a common descent. The 
Snnsis are a thievish and degraded tribe; and the house of 
Smdh&nwala, naturally feeling ashamed of its Sansi name, 
has invented a romantic story to account for it. But the 
relationship' between the nobles and the lieggara does not 
seem the less certain; and if the history of Maharaja 
Raujit Singh be attentively considered, it will appear that 
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mucli of liia policy and many of his actions liad the tme San si 
complexion, 

Raja Sansi, tlie present residence of the Sindhanwalias, 
was founded about the year 1570 by Raja and Kirin ; and 
Khokar, the great-grandson of Kirtu, settled, in the Taran 
Tamn waste, and founded there several tillages. From 
^Visah, grandson of Khobar, have descended, on one side 
the family of Simlhanwala and, on the other, that of Ladwn. 
The grandson of Wigah, by name Takht Mai, received fi'om 
the Emperor Alamgir a firman, still in possession of the 
family, making him Clmudhri, with power to collect revenue 
in the llaka of Yusufpur. This firman, however, is 
nnatteated, and may bo a modern forgery. Bhara Mai, son 
of Takli t Mai, seems to have been a Sikh of the unorthodox 
sect called Sahaj Man; and although lie never took thepaW 
(initiatory rite), he wandered through the villages preaching 
the doctrines of Govind. His son Budha Singh, an orthodox 
Sikh, was celebrated as a bold, and successful robber. In his 
days cattle-lifting was ns honourable n profession ns it was 
on the Scottish border three hundred years ago; and Bndha 
Singh, on Ids famous piebald mare Desi, was the terror of 
the surrounding country. He was wounded some forty times 
by spear, matchlock or sword, and died at last in his bed, 
like an honest man, in the year 1713. His two sons Chanda 
Bingh and Nodh Singh were as enterprising and successful 
as their father. About the year 1780 they rebuilt the village 
of Sukar Chak, which had been founded some time previously 
by the Gil Juts, but had fallen into min, and, collecting round 
them a hand of hard-riding Sikhs, seized several villages in 
its neighbourhood, and even made marauding expeditions 
across the Ravi into the Gujarati wala district. Nodh Singh 
was killed in ITfiJ in a fight with the Afghans at Mnjitha, 
where lie hail gone to celebrate his marriage in the family of 
Gukb Singh Gil. 
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Hia son Charnt Singh, wbo was only five years old at 
the time of his father’s death, became a very powerful Sardur, 
ami rose to the command of the Sukarcbakia Misal. Under 
him fought his cousin Didar Singh at Gujaranwak, Find 
Dfliltin Khan and elsewhere. After Sards r Mahan Singh 
had succeeded his father, and had taken Kits ulna gar and 
Gwjftvanwalu, Sardar Didar Singh obtained, as his share of 
the spoil, Find Sawakha, Dalut and Sindhauwak, which 
last village has given its name to the family. He was 
killed in a skirmish on the banks of the Chanab in 1784, and 
his tomb is still to be seen in the village of Doidat Kagar, 
Sardar Amir Singh, with his brothers Gnrbakhsh Singh 
and It at an Singh, succeeded to all the estates of his father, 
and Boon contrived to enlarge them. He continued to follow 
the fortunes of his cousins, the Sukarchakia Chiefs, and aa 
they, Mahan Singh and Ranjit Singh, rose to power he 
seized with impunity Bal Sehchandur and other villages in 
ihe neighbourhood of Raja Sansi, Tn 180-1, however, Amir 
Singh fell into deep disgrace at Court. The story is, that 
one morning, as Ranjit Singh came out of tho Samam Bur] 
and wad preparing to mount his horse, Amir Singh was 
seen to lmsling his gun, prime it and blow the match. 
The bystanders accused him of seeking the life of his 
Chief, and Ranjit Singh, who behoved the charge, dismissed 
him from Court, He took refuge with Baba Sahib Singh 
Bedi of Una, at whose intercession, after some time, Ranjit 
Singh again took him into favour, and placed him specially 
under the protection and in the force of Sardar Fateh Singh 
Kalianwala. 

Amir Singh accompanied the Maharaja in the Kasur 
Campaign of 1807, and in the expedition against the 
Mahoinedan tribes between the Chanab and the Indus in 1810. 
In this expedition Jaimal Singh, his second eon, was killed 
in a skirmish before KUa Khairabad. In 1809, when on the 
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death of Raja Jai Singh of Jarau, Ranjit Singh saved that 
country, he made over to Amir Singh the Xl&ik&B of H&nua, 
Naunar and Rata AbdaL Two years later Aejit Singh 
introduced into the Maharaja’s service his son Budh Singh, 
who soon became a great favourite at Court, 

The first independent command of Budh Singh was at 
Bahawalpur, whither he had been sent to enforce the payment 
of the stipulated tribute. In 1821, with Ha father and 
brother Atar Singh, he captured the forts of Mojgark and 
J amgarh. For these se rvices Amir Si ugh received Shakar garb 
in jagir, and Budh Singh, Kular and Nirali, worth about a 
Infch of rupees. Previous to this the family jagirs in Chach 
and Atocfc had been exchanged, at their request, for the 
fl-w of Saroh Taiwan, Khutar and Kathunangul, worth 
Ra. 1,80,000. 

Sardar Budh Singh was after this sent to the Jnmu 
Mils in command of two regiments of infantry and one of 
cavalry, and afterwards reduced the Thainawala country. 
He was in command of a portion of the Sikh army at the 
battle of Teri in 1823. Two battles were indeed fought at 
Teri. The Maharaja commanded in person on the left bank 
of the Kabul river, and he defeated the Yusuf zai fanatics, 
losing however, Phnla. Singh AkaU and some good officers. 
On the riffht bank of the river was the main hotly of the 
Sikh army commanded by Han Singh Sahara, Jamadar 
KhushaL Singh, Sardar Budh Singh and others, and the 
opposing force of Afghans commanded by Mahomed A^im 
Khan, who was defeated with loss, and died within the year 
of chagrin. 

In 1825 the Maharaja was in the Rainbsgh at Amritear 
dangerously ill- His life was despaired of, and he had become 
wholly unconscious. Sardar Budh Singh, who saw that on 
the death of Ranjit Singh the country would again he divided 
into separate Chief ships, and supposing the Maharaja to be 
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dying, determined to make provision for himself. Ho went 
at night with a force to the fort of Govmdgark and demanded 
admittance in the name of the Maharaja. The Jamadar of 
the gate, Baya Ram, would not admit him without orders. 
Budh Singh accordingly went back, and induced by largo 
bribes the Keeper of the Seal to draw out an order for the 
fort to be given up to him; and to this the seal was affixed. 
Budh Singh returned to the fort; but the Jaraadar was not 
to be deceived. He would not look at the order, and declared 
that so late at night lio would not open the gates to thn 
Maharaja himself. The Surdar had to retire discomfited ; 
and in the rooming Imamudin, the Kiladar, told the 
Maharaja, who had in some measure recovered, the who la 
affair. Tho result was that Budh Singh was given the 
Tosha war command, and sent into the kusufzai country 
against Khalifa Sayad Ahmad, a fanatic who was preaching 
a j takatl t or holy war, against the Sikhs ; the Maharaja hoping 
that he would leave his bones in the Yusufzai hills and never 
return to disturb him. 

Budh Singh crossed the Kabul river in advance of the 
main body and encamped at Akhora, where ho threw up 
entrenchments ; but during thn night he was attacked by 
the enemy, and only succeeded in beating them off with a 
loss of five hundred killed and wounded. Stirdar Atnr Singh 
Sindhanwnlia was present on this occasion and displayed much 
gallantry. The next day the Sikh army moved on nine miles to 
Jangirah, where it was joined by the Dogra Chiefs and the Atari 
Sardnr with their troops, which, together with those of 
Sardar Budh Singh, amounted to some ten thousand men 
with twelve guns. Their entrenchments were soon surround¬ 
ed by the large but undisciplined army of tlm Sayad, com¬ 
posed of Kabulis, Yusufzais and Afghans. For some days the 
Sikhs remained in their entrenchment* exposed to the inces¬ 
sant assaults of the enemy, till at length, the supplies and the 






334 


THE PAXJAB CHIEFS . 


patience of Budh Singh being exhausted, he led liis men 
againM the enemy, and after a severe fight defeated them 
with great slaughter. The Saved took refuge in the Yusufzai 
hills; and it was two years before he recovered liis strength 
sufficiently to again take the field. After this success Sardar 
Budh Singh returned to Lahore, where lie was received -with 
all honour; but a few months later, at the close of 1827, he 
died of cholera. The Maharaja: wrote a letter to his family 
expressing his grief at the Sardar*s death and his regret that 
so bravo a man should have died in his bed like common 
mortals. Sardar Budh Singh was one of the bravest and 
most skilful of the Sikh Generals. At the time of his death 
there was a rumour that the Dogras hud poisoned him; but 
there is not the smallest foundation for the story. 

Amir Singh died before his son in the same year; but all 
the jagirs, amounting to upwards of six lakhs, were continued 
to 8avliars Atur Singh, Laima Singh, \Vasawa Singh and 
SliamshL'r Singh. Alar Singh succeeded liis brother in the 
Darbar; and his strength and courage were great that, 
after the death of Sardar TTari Singh Nalwa ill 1837, he was 
considered the champion of the KhaLmji. 

In the same year Atur Singh was sent to Peshawar with 
his contingent, and Lahna Singh to Sliabkadar. They did 
good service, and were engaged in constant warfare with the 
wild tribes in the neighbourhood, A tar Singh obtained the 
title, as long as complimentary, of Ujal Jidur, Ninml budh, 
Sardar ha vtakar, Easir-ul-iktadf.ir, Sanoar-iyiroh-i-namdm t 
Ali talnii Shnjau^daula, Sardar .liar Siri/jL, Shimxherit* 
jaw/, bahadar ; and Sardar Lahna Singh the title of Ujal 
didar, Nirmal budh* Sardnr la icakar, Sardar Ltihna Singly 
Simlhantcalia, bahadar. The jagim and power of the family 
continually increased till the death of Maharaja Kliarak Singh; 
when, though nominally in possession of seven lakhs of coun¬ 
try, they really possessed between nine mid ten. 
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At this time Atur Singh was the he rid of the family, both 
bv age and ability; Laima Singh was a man of energy, but 
illiterate and debauched; A jit Singh, bis nephew, was bravo 
enough, but headstrong and rash ; whilst Shamidier Siugli 
was averse to politics, aud was absent at Peshawar with his 
troops. 

TVlien Prince Kao Nahal Singh was tilled, by accident or 
design, the same day that his father died, two claimants 
appeared for the vacant throne. The first was bani ( hand 
Kaiir, widoiv of Maharaja Kharak Singh ; the second. Prince 
Sher Singh, a reputed sou of Maharaja Ilanjit Singh, a bravo 
soldier and possessing some influence with the army. The 
claims of Chand Kaur were supported by the Sindhanwalk 
party, including Bind Ram Singh, Sardsr Tcj Siagli and his 
uncle Jamildar Kkushal Singh. Sher Singh was favoured 
by the Dogra party, at the head of which was Raja Dhrnn 
Singh and his brothers Rajas Gulab Singh and Suchet 
Singh, with Misar (afterwards Raja) Lul Singh and other?. 
Between the Sindhanwalk and the Dogra parties the greatest 
enmity existed. Both had possessed great power and in¬ 
fluence during the latter years of Run j if s reign, and each 
looked with jealousy and suspicion upon its rival. Rut the 
ambition of the Sindh anwalks had been united with attach¬ 
ment to the reigning family and devotion to the State, that 
of the Dogra brothers hail ever been selfish. There aro 
perhaps no characters in history more repulsive than Rajas 
Gulab Singh and Dliian Singh. Their splendid talents and 
their undoubted bravery count as nothing in the presence of 
their atrocious cruelty, their avarice, their treachery and 
then- unscrupulous ambition. 

At the time of Prince Kao Nahal Singh a death, A tar 
Singh was at Hard war, and Laima Singh and Ajit Singh-in 
Kulu. On the news reaching them, Atar Singh and Ajit 
Singh both hastened to Lahore, 



3j6 the panjae chiefs. 

Rani Sahib Kaur, widow of Prince Nao Nahal Singh, was 
pregnant at the time of her husband’s death ■ and Raja Chian 
Singh, seeing that, in the temper of the Sikh people, it would 
be well to wait, agreed that Sher Singh should retire to bis 
estates, leaving his son Part ah Singh in the Dark at*, 
professedly for eight mouths, till it was seen whether a son 
would be born to Sahib Knur or to any other of the Rama ; 
in reality till he, Dhian Singh, should gain over the troops 
to the side of Slier Singh, 

Early in January, Sher Singh, hearing that the army 
was well disposed towards him, and hoping to gain Lahore 
without the aid of Dhian Singh, whom he both hated and 
feared, appeared with his troops Wore the city, Raja Gulab 
Singh, however, determined that Sher Singh should not 
succeed without his brother’s aid, joined the Sindhanwalins 
and prepared to defend the fort. The hiatory of the. siege of 
Lahore is too well known to be repeated here. For seven 
days the garrison held out bravely against the whole Sikh 
army, which lost in the assault a great number of men ; and 
it was not till Raja Dhian Singh returned from Jnrau that 
negotiations were opened, by which Sher Singh ascended the 
throne, and Rani Chand Kaur resigned her claim. Gulab 
Singh, laughing in his sleeve at the success of hid and his 
brother's plans, marched off to Jamu amidst the curses of 
the Sikh army, carrying with him a great part of the treasure, 
principally jewels, which Maharaja Banjit Singh liad stored 
in the fort, and which plunder, five years later, helped to 
purchase Kashmir. 

Sardar Atar Singh then went as an agent of Rani 
Chand Kaur to the Governor-General’s Agent at Ludhiana 
to try ant! induce him to support their party, but he was not 
successful; and A jit Singh then tried his persuasive powers 
with equally bad success. He then travelled to Calcutta, but 
was not able to obtain audience of the Governor-General. 
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The object of their absence was well understood at Lahore ; 
and Sher Singh confiscated all the jagirs of the family, with 
the exception of those of Sardar Shamsher Singh, wlio had 
not joined in the intrigues of hiE relatives. He sent Budh 
Singh Mahra, and Hukam Singh Malwai to Kidii, where 
Latin a Singh was in command, to bring him to Lahore with 
his nephew Kahar Singh; and on their arrival threw them 
into prison. The other members of the family, except Sham* 
sher Singh, then crossed the Satlaj and took refuge at 
Thanew, in British territories. But the exile of the Sind* 
hanwalias occasioned Maharaja Sher Singh as much anxiety 
as their presence. They carried on their intrigues at Lahore ; 
and the army, which they had often led to battle, murmured 
at the severity with which they were treated. Sher Singh 
was accordingly ready to listen to the sinister advice of Bhni 
Ram Singh, who urged their recall; and in October 1842 
Sardara A jit Singh and Laima Singh, who had been some 
time before released from confinement, returned to Lahore, 
and all their jagirs were restored to them. Atar Singh re¬ 
mained at Una in the Hushiarpnr district, in sanctuary with 
Bcdi Bibramn Singh. He had no faith in Maharaja Sher Singh 
or in the Jamu Rajas. Nor, to tell the truth, was it any love 
for these latter that induced Ajifc Singh and Lalma Singh to 
return. They had, doubtless, a longing for their fat jagirs ; but 
they had beard of the murder of Rani Chand Kaur, the head of 
their party and the reputed mistress of Ajit Singb, by Sher 
Singh and Dhian Singh ; they heard that Rani Sahib Kaur 
had been delivered of a still-born sou, and tho Lahore bazars 
were whispering that it was not the interest of Sher Singh 
and Dhian Singh that the child should be bore alive. 

All at first went on smoothly. Vainly did Dhian Singh 
try to persuade the Si ndhanw alias that his interest had pro¬ 
cured their recall; they know his hatred for them, and deter¬ 
mined upon his fall. The plot of the Sindhanwalioa was a 
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bold otic. They were for no half measure?. Maharaja Sher 
Singh and his Minister Dhian Singh were to fall together; 
ancTthe Sindhanwalias, having gratified their revenge, would 
wield the whole power of the State as guardians of the young 
Dalip Singh. Raja Dhian Singh had also a policy which 
was no less energetic. He desired to dost,my Sher Singh and 
the Sindhanwallas, and secure for himself the Regency and, 
in the event of any accident happening Dalip Singh, a pro¬ 
bable throne for his son Hira Singh, 

The Sindhanwnliaa persuaded the Maharaja that Dhian 
Singh had determined to destroy him, and that his safety 
could only be secured by the death of the Minister; that 
they, the Sind lumwa line, his relations and friends, wore the 
only persons he could trust, and that they wore ready to 
make away with the obnoxious Minister. Sher Singh believed 
this story, which was one half true, and signed a paper ex¬ 
onerating them from the guilt of Dhian Singh’s murder, and 
arranged the manner of its execution. Some days later, Ajit 
Singh and Lnhna Singh were to parade their troops before 
the Maharaja fnr inspection, when Dhian Singh was to be 
directed to examine them, and the Sidh an walks were to take 
this opportunity of putting him to death. The same night 
that this arrangement was made with the Maharaja, Lnhna 
Singh and Ajit Singh paid a visit to Raja Dhian Singh. They 
told him that Sher Singh had determined, first cm his destruc¬ 
tion, and then on theirs, and called on him to assist in his 
overthrow. When Dili an Singh saw the paper that Sher Singh 
had signed, lie agreed to the Bindlmnwalias' proposal; and it 
was arranged between them that on the day of the inspection 
the victim to fall should be the Prince and not the Minister. 

It thus appeara that the Sindh an wall as were the origin¬ 
ators of the conspiracy against Slier Singh, They themselves 
assert that Dhian Singh visited Ajit Singh and Laima Singh 
and, telling them that the Maharaja had determined to destroy 
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them, urged them to join in si plot again fit his life. But this 
story is in no way probable. Sher Singh desired to conciliate 
the Sindhanwalias not to destroy them. He had but recently 
restored their jagirs and honours, and be looked to them, and 
to them alone, as his defence against the damn Rajas, Dbian 
Singh and Gulab Singh, whom he feared as much as he hated. 
The Sindtiauwalks knew this well, and they would never 
hare believed that the Maharaja was plotting against them. 

The loth September 1843, the day for the inspection of 
the Sindhanwalin troops, at length arrived. The Maharaja 
had gone to spend the day at a summer-house at Shah 
Balawal, half-way between Lahore and Shalamar, nnd thither 
Sardars Ajit Singh and Laima Singh proceeded. They en¬ 
tered the presence fully armed ; but this was not unusual. 
Sher Singh was in the small room of the house with but one 
or two attendants, and Diwan Dina Nath was reading State 
papers aloud to him. Ajit Singh paid his respects and, coming 
forward, presented for the Maharaja's inspection a double- 
barrelled gun which, he said, he had just purchased. Sher 
Singh, who was fond of five-arms, stretched out his hand to take 
it, when Ajit Singh, who had kept the muzzle directed to¬ 
wards the Prince, fired both barrels, which had been loaded 
with a double charge, full in his breast. 

The Maharaja had only time to cry " I hy% dugha hai ? " 
(What treachery is this ?), when lie fell back and expired. 
His attendants attacked the assassins; but they were few in 
number and were soon overpowered. Snrdar Budh Singh 
Mokorian was killed on the spot, his cousin severely wound¬ 
ed, and several others were cut down by the Siudhanwahas. 

Not far from Shah Balawnl was the garden of Sardar 
Jawala Singh Padbania. Here Prince Partab Singh, eldest 
son of the Maharaja, a handsome and intelligent boy, was 
performing his devotions and distributing alms to Brahmans; 
for it was the first day of Asoj, and the monthly festival of 
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Skakrand, To this garden La. hit a Singh hurried with some 
troops. The Prince saw him approach with a drawn sword, 
and cried out 11 Babaji, I will remain your servant*’ (itimhara 
naukar main rahunga), Lahna Singh answered, “ Your 
father is killed," and ran the boy through with his sword. 
At the same time were killed A tar Singh Parohit, in attend¬ 
ance on the Prince, and several Brahmans,* 

While this tragedy was being enacted in Jawala Singh’s 
garden, Apt Singh had cat off the Maharaja’s head and, 
mounting his horse, had galloped off towards Lahore with 
three hundred followers. At the spot where ia now the 
Badimi Bagh, he met Raja Tillian Singh riding slowly towards 
Shah B&Jawal with Fateh Khan Tawuna and. a few attendants. 
Ho told the Raja that all had gone off well, and requested 
him to ride back with him to Lahore. The Raja may have 
had suspicions, but it was useless then to show them; bo he 
turned his horse's head towards the city. By the Roshnoi 
gate they entered the city, and on passing into the fort the 
gates were shut. 

As they rode up the ascent Ajit Singh asked the Minis¬ 
ter what arrangements he intended to make. He answered 
" Singh shall be Maharaja, I Wazir, and the Sindhan- 
walias shall enjoy power." Again Ajit Singh asked the 
question ; but the same answer was returned. In his extremity 
Dbian Singh would not promise the Wazarat to one of the 
hated Sindiumwalins. But he now saw from Ajit Singh’s 
demeanour that his death was determined on, and he turned 
to address the Sardar, who cried out, " You are the murderer 
of the Rani Sahib,” and fired at the Raja with his 
pistol. The attendants of Ajit Singh then cut him down 
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with their swords, and threw his body into the pit of the gun 
foundry in the fort. Ahmad Khan Ghaibfi, who was in 
attendance on Dhian Singh, was hilled wilh him. Lahua 
Singh soon afterwards arrived, and the Sardars then wrote to 
Raja Sucliet Singh the brother and Raja Hira Singh the son 
of the murdered Minister, requesting their presence at a 
consultation in the fort. The Rajas, however, were not to 
hu entrapped, and soon the news of the murder got abroad. 
Raja Hira Singh, who has been himself accused of conspiracy 
against hi* father‘a life, now determined to avenge his death, 
and addressed the troops and, by extravagant promises, gained 
them over to his side ; and by evening the army of forty 
thousand men had surrounded the fort which the Sindhan- 
walins had determined to defend to the last. These Chiefs 
had proclaimed Dal Ip Singh King, and Lshna Singh Wazir; 
but they felt that their chance was lost, and but feebly 
defended the fort against the first attack of Hira Singh. 
’When, however, the walls had been breached, and the enemy 
advanced to the assault, the Sindhanwalias fought with 
desperation; but they had but a few hundred men, and the 
works were carried, though with great loss. A jit Singh 
tried to escape by letting himself over the walls by a rope; 
but ho was seen by a soldier and, in spite of his lavish 
promises of reward if his life was spared, was shot dead. 
His head was cut off and taken to Hira Singh, who ordered. 
Ids body to be quartered and exposed in different parts of the 
city. The soldier who slew him was made a Subadar. Lahna 
Singh, whose thigh had been broken by a shot from a 
Zivnbitra early in the day, was discovered hiding in a vault, 
and was also ruthlessly murdered. Dalip Singh was then 
proclaimed King, and Hira Singh Wazir. Thus ended the 
tragedy. 

Raja Hira Singh, on obtaining power, confiscated all the 
jagirs of the Sindlianwalia family escept those of Sardar 
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Shamsher Singh, who was at Peshawar and had not joined 
in the conspiracy. He destroyed Baja San si, the family seat, 
ploughed up the ground on which their palace had stood, and 
hunted down all their friends and adherents. The surviving 
members of the family, with Sardar A tar Singh, fled across 
the Satinj. It does not appear that Atar Singh was aware 
of the lengths to which his brother and nephew were prepared 
to go ; vet Him Singh believed him to lie privy to the whole 
conspiracy and determined on his destruction. VI ith this 
object, he forged letters from many of the Chiefs and leaders 
of the army and sent them to Atar Singh, uiging luni to 
return to the Pan jab, where he might recover his influence 
and destroy thcAVazir. Re also sent forged letters to Baba 
Bir Singh, a Guru much respected by the Sikhs, begging Mm to 
use his influence to induce tlio Sardar to return. 1 he Princes 
Kashmira Singh and Pashora Singh were with Baba Bir 
Singh at this time, and Hira Singh hoped to destroy lus 
three enemies at one blow. Both Atar Singh and the Baba 
were deceived ; and the former crossed the Satlaj wrth bis 
followers, and joined the camp of the Baba. Ihe Sikh army 
would not hear of attacking the holy Guru, and Him Singh 
bad to use still farther deceit. He assured the troops that 
Atar Singh had allied himself with the British, who were 
even now ready to cross the Sntkj and seize the Punjab. 
That if the army marched against him he would probably 
return to the Cis-Satkj States without offering any resistance. 
The troops, thus cajoled, marched from Lahore, and all turned 
out as Hira Singh bad hoped. By trickery a tumult was 
excited, and before the Sikh soldiers knew what they were 
about they were engaged in a regular fight with the t-indkan- 
walia force; the camp of the Baba was stormed, and he was 
killed by a cannon-shot in the action. Kashmir* Singh was 
killed, fighting gallantly, and Atar Singh was shot by Sardar 
Gulab Singh Caleultia. His death took place in May 1344, 
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Seven months later. Hire Singh himself was assassinated, 
and Sardar Jawahir Singh, the drunken brother of Kani 
Jindan, who succeeded him as Wuzir, recalled the Sindhan- 
walias from exile and promised to restore all their jagirs. 
In March 1845 they received out of the old estate jagirs 
to the value of Re. 1,76,000, Sardar Sliamsber Singh was 
recalled from Peshawar and placed in command of a brigade 
of regular troops, which he commanded throughout the Sat laj 
Campaign of 1345-40. He was appointed a Member of the 
Council of Regency in December 1346. Ill February 1848 
the Resident at Lahore deputed Slunnsher Singh to the 
districts about Amritsar known as the Man j ha, placing under 
him the civil and military establishments. This tract of 
country was infested by robbers, chiefly disbanded soldiers ; 
and tho Sardar, acting with considerable energy, restored 
to it gome degree of quiet. Previous to this he had served 
for a short time at Bannu with Lieutenant Edwardes, in 
command of the Mariwala and Mokal levies. When Diwan 
Mulraj of Multan tendered his resignation, tho post of Naxim, 
or Governor, was offered to Shamsber Singh. He did not, 
however, seem willing to accept it, and it was finally given 
to Sardnr Kalian Singh Man. Shamdier Singh was on the 
outbreak of the rebellion sent down to Multan in command of 
one division of the Sikh array. He warned Major Edwsrdes 
of the disaffected state of the troops, and did his best to keep 
them faithful. Their mutiny at length took him by surprise ; 
and he was carried off by Raja Sher Singh Atariwala into 
Multan, where before the whole Darbar lie refused to join 
the rebel cause, and declared that he only owed obedience to 
the Maharaja. The next morning, the 15th September 1848, 
he succeeded in making his escape on foot from Sher 
Singh's camp, leaving behind him all his tents and 
elephants. On the road he was intercepted by two of tho 
rebels, but he shot one, and the other took to flight. After 
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Lis return from Multan lie rendered pood assistance to 
General Wheeler, in furnishing information of the movements 
of Enin Singh, son of Ri mma , Wazir of Xurpur, who was 
in open rebellion. 

After annexation the personal jagir s of Sardor 
Shams her Singh, amounting to Es, 40,250 per annum, 
were upheld for life; one quarter descending to hk male 
issue in perpetuity. His service jagir of Bs. 30,250 was 
resumed. In 1S57, during the Mutiny, Shamsher Singh raised 
a troop of one hundred and twenty-five horsemen, which formed 
part of Hobson's Horse, now the 9th and 10th Bengal Cavalry. 

In February IS02 he was made Magistrate in his own 
jagir. Ah tint the same time the portion of his jagir to descend 
in perpetuity was raised from one-quarter to two-thirds. 
Sardar Sh;ilusher Singh had no children of hk own, but 
adopted Bohhi-hkh Bngh, the second son of his first cousin- — 
Thakar Singh, 

On the death rtf Sardar Atar Singh, his son Kahar 
Singh ! •'.-came the h«id of the family. But this Sardar was 
a man'of ho energy or ability. Most extravagant in his 
habits, he is snrr- muled hy men who grew rich upon his 
lollies, At Multan, where he served with his cousin, be 
remained faithful to Government, following his cousin's 
oxample; for he had no will of hk own. On annexation his 
person id jagir of Rs. 26,000 was maintained to him, one- 
fourth of it to descend to hk male issue. Thk jagir lapsed 
on the death of Kahar Singh, which toot place in February 
1864. His life had been much shortened by his intemperate 
habits. The jagir had been for a time in the hands of his 
creditors, and he himself had. to pass through the Insolvent 
Court. 

The two sons of Laima Singh, Sardar Partab Singh and 
Thaknr Singh also were confirmed in their personal jagirs. 
They were too young to be concerned in the rebellion of 
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1848-49. Parfcab Singh died in 1858 without issue, and his 
jagir of Rs. 10,505 lapsed to Government. Thakar Singh 
possessed an estate of Es. 5,565, of which one-fourth waa in 
- perpetuity. Sardar Ranjodh Singh, son of Sardar \\ asawn 
Singh, was a man of no character. Ho had a jagir of Us. 
15,840, of which one-third, Rs. 5,280, was in perpetuity. Ho 
died in June 1864, leaving one son. Sardar Shamsher Singh 
resided at Raja Sansi, about five miles north of Amritsar. 
He died in 1S7L, and was succeeded by his adopted sou Sar- 
dar Bakhshish Singh, son of the late Sardar Thakar Singh, 
Sindhanwalia. Bakhshish Siugh, being at this time a minor, 
was made a Ward of the District Court. Sardar Tkaknr 
Singh was appointed Manager and was invested with Magis¬ 
terial powers within the Emits of Raja Sanri. These powers 
were withdrawn in 18/7. 

In 1884 Sardar Bakhshish Singh attained hia majority. 
In 1875 he married a daughter of Sardar Mali tab Singh 
Majithia, since dead ; and in 1884 mar lied, secondly, a conrin 
of the Raja of Faridkot. The Secretary of State sanctioned 
in 1866 the continuance in perpetuity of the jagirs awarded 
by Lord Canning to Sardara Shamsher Singh, Tcj Singh 
and Bhagwan Singh. Shamsher Singh’s jugir constated of 
twenty-nine villages, the revenues of which amounted to Rs. 
30,274, or, more properly speaking, Rs. 88,613, as the Sardar 
was allowed to cdlect the revenues in kind. Two-thirds of 
the jagir descended to Bakhshish Singh. The revenues at 
present amount to Rs. 31,300. In addition, the Sardar 
receives Rs. 6,000 per annum on account of water-advantage 
rate, and ho is owner of the following lands1,395 glmraaos 
at Raja Sanri, 558 ghnmaos at Tala Xatigal, and 100 ghumaos 
at Dadapur, besides gardons and buddings at Lahore, 
Gtwflftspm-, Sialkot, B a tala and Taran Taran. In 1889 Sardar 
Bakhshish Singh Vas invested with the powers of a Magistrate. 
Ho is a Member of the Ajunln Local Board. 
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Sardar Thakar Singh, son of Lahna Singh, was appoint¬ 
ed an Extra Assistant Commissioner to 18155, and became 
manager of the estate of Baklislii&h Singh on Shainsher 
Singh’s death in 1871. In 1877 ho re-joined the Pan jab 
Commission, but was in perpetual monetary difficulties. He 
visited England in 1885, and remained nine months as the guest 
of the Maharaja, Dal ip Singh. In 1886, shortly after his return 
to India, he removed with liis three pons, Gurbachan Singh, 
Narindar Singh and fiurdit Singh, and the remaining members 
of his family to Pondicherry, where ho died in December 
1887. His sons are still there. Gurbachan Singh, his eldest 
bob, who had passed through a very creditable academical 
career, was appointed a Statutory Civilian, and at the time 
of hi* iligbr to Pondicherry was holding the appointment ol 
Assistant C ■mmis-Sioner in the Fanjab. The village of 
Sindbamv iLn, 1* nuw owned by the descendants of Gurmukli 
Singh, brother of Sardar A m ir Singh. 
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The family of Atari, like that of Sindhanwolia, k of 
Rajput origin, and emigrated to the Pan jab from the neigh* 
bom-hood of Josalmir. But although of the same tribe of 
Bhati Rajputs, the families are not at tliia day of equal rank. 
Their Eajput characteristics have long been lost, and both 
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itre now Jilts. The Sindban walks, from their near relation¬ 
ship to Maharaja Ran jit Singh and their large possessions, 
were most powerful, and possessed greater influence at Court; 
but- their caste is Sansi Jat, far inferior to the Atariwalas, 
who stand nt the head of the Sidhu date, t he best blood of t he 
M&njiifl . This pride of birth was so strong in the family, that 
Sordar Sham Singh Atari'wala, with the greatest reluctance, 
and only after numerous delays, allowed his daughterUaniki to 
be betrothed to Kanwarfiao Nalial Singh, grandson of Maha¬ 
raja Ran jit Singh . He conside red th e n,l Homan m * dkgrace. 

Dhiin, son of Jogmiil, was thfiliist of the family to leave 
Jaaalmir for Mehraj i*hn! jn Patiala, about the year I 08 G. 
Dhira was a great musician, and his name is still well known 
to Indian performers. About 175o the family broke ^p, 
sonit members set t ling at Litdgarh in Jagraon, and fhr* two 
brothers, Gaur and Kaur, coining 10 the liaiijha with twenty- 
five horsemen to seek their fortune. Soon afterwards they 
went to AmritJir and took the pahai, becoming Singhs, 
and entered the service of Giirbnklish Singh Itoranwnln, then 
Chief of the Ikngi Misak Tho two branches of the family 
soon quarrelled; ami tlwir after history is so dfstmet that it 
will be best to treat of them separately. 

Guur Singh became a disciple of Baba Muldas, an ascetic 
of great sanctity, who directed him to settle at Tiblia, or 
KarewB, where Gaur Singh accordingly built an atari, or 
thatched house, which gave its name to the family and to the 
village which rose around it. After the death of Gurbakhsh 
Singh Bhnugi, Gaur Singh served under Snrdnr Gujar 
Singh and Laima Singh. In 1757 he took possession of the 
villages around A turf to tho value of Rs. 7,000 per annum, 
and two years afterwards received from Sardur Gujar Singh 
a jagir worth Hs. 18, dud, He died in 1763; and his son 
Nnhfll Singh continued to hold the jagir under Snrdar Sahib 
Singh Bhang i, son of Sardar Gujar Singh. 
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Sahib Singh was Chief of Gnjrat, and here Nahal Singh 
went with his contingent and several of his cousins, sons of 
Knur Singh. Ho soon became distinguished for courage and 
ability; and in the battle which took place between the Sikh 
Chiefs and the Afghans under Shahancln Bosh?, officer of 
Zaman Shah, in 17118, the exertions of Nahnl Singh con¬ 
tributed very much to the victory. In 1800, soon after Ran jit 
Singh had obtained possession of Lahore, the Bhangi Chiefs 
and their allies met at Bhasin to consider what steps they 
should take against him. Hither came Nahal Singh with 
Ins superior. Sahib Singh ; and Ranjit Singh, happening to sco 
him, was struck with his bold appearance and his excellent 
horsemanship. Ho sent for him, and tried to induce him to 
change sides and take service with him. Sardar Nahal 
Singh however declined. He was not going to desert Ida 
old master, and told Sahib Singh of the offer, who was 
much pleased at his refusal and increased his jagirs and 
allowances. 

This promotion excited much jealousy in the minds of 
his cousins Tek Singh. Jodh Singh and Wazir Singh, who 
were all in the service of the Bhangi Chief; and it w as 
through their representations that Sahib Singh, who waa a 
weak and changeable man, confiscated Rs, 15,000 of his jagir. 
Kabul Singh threw rip the Bhangi service in disgust and 
retired to Atari, where he took to cattle-lifting and robbery 
as a means of livelihood. Qno day he seized a number of 
camels belonging to Ran jit Singh, and had sold some of them 
before Ranjit Singh’s messengers arrived to demand restitu¬ 
tion. After some time he consented to give back those which 
he still liad by him ; and Ranjit Singh was so pleased at this 
concession that he again urged the Sardar to enter kb service, 
to which Nahal Singh, after some hesitation, consented. lie 
was placed in command of four hundred and sixteen horsemen, 
one gun, and seven camel swivels. 



THE PANJAB CHIEFS. 


240 

In 1803 lie was granted the jagir of Sukbu, worth 
Rs. 54,500, and three years Inter the I Ink a of Kasur, worth 
a lakh. In 1S07 he accompanied the Maharaja on his Kasur 
expedition, which ended in the defeat and expulsion of Kutb- 
udio Khan K asnria; and Nahal Singh was put in possession 
of the whole Ikka of Kasur, worth Rs. 1,07,000. On the 
south side of the Sallaj, the Dograj, a wild and turbulent 
tribe, who were at enmity with Chaim Singh, son of G urbakhsh 
Singh, the ruler of Firozpur, invited Nahal Singh to attack 
it, and promised their assistance. Ho was ready enough to 
comply, and, crossing the river, dislodged the garrison of 
Dhana Singh Firozpurwah from the fort of Dalchi. At this 
time, another branch of the Dogra tribe settled at Bar aid, 
who were also hostile to their Chief, Dhana Singh, sent to 
Lahore to beg Mora, a celebrated courtezan, then high in 
favour with the Maharaja, to take their part. She asked for 
a grant of Firozpur, and obtained it, and, sending troops to 
enforce her claim, seized Baraki. Nahal Singh now offered 
to assist Dhana Singh, who, in spite of his fears, was too 
weak to refuse. The two Chiefs then drove Mora’s troops 
out of Baraki, and Nalial Singh attacked Eirozpiir, without 
success. The next year, 1808, Nahal Singh seized by 
stratagem the fort of Kbni; and Dhana Singh, who saw hia 
dangerous ally growing more and more powerful every day, 
was glad enough, in 1809, to place himself under British 
protection. 

The territory which Nahal Singh thus seized south of the 
Satlaj was worth Rs. 18,000 per annum; and soon after he 
obtained the grant of village* round Atari to the value of 
Rs. 3,000. His jagira amounted to Rs. 3,06,800, of which 
Rs. 1,50,000 was personal and Rs. 1,56,800 subject to service. 

Excepting the Sindhunwalias, no Sikh Sardar stood so 
high in the Maharaja’s favour as Nahal Singh. His services 
were numerous and important; indeed there was hardly any 
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campaign from 1801 to 1817 in which lio dirt not take a 
distinguished part. He accompanied the first Kashmir expedi¬ 
tion ; he was at the affairs of Find Dartan Khan, Kask, 
Dal or, Nila, Hoi a, Chakwal, Saidpur, Naramgarh and Multan. 
At this latter place, in 1810, be was severely burnt by the 
explosion of a mine. A tar Singh Dhari, who was standing 
hesido him, was killed, and many officers were much hurt. 
Kabul Singh had to be sent to Lahore far treatment. 

In 1817 Ranjit Singh fell sick tit, Wauiki, and Nali&l 
Singh is said to have given his life for the Maliarajn by 
walking, with certain ceremonies, round his bud, and thus 
taking upon himself the disorder. The superstit ion is not an 
uncommon one in India j and accident, or Nahal Singh a 
imagination, seemed to give it some show of truth, for lie 
retired to Atari, where he fell ill and died a few months 
afterwards. His sou Sham Singh he bad just before in¬ 
troduced into the Maharajas service, and his first campaign 
was against Multan in 1818, where ho commanded a battery 
to the south of the fort. With him, in command of batteries, 
were Sardars Dal Singh Nakarna, Amir Singh Sindh an walla, 
and Desa Singh Majitliia. The great Bliangi guu was 
brought from Lahore and was fired four times, doing con¬ 
siderable damage to the walls. The fort w as at length taken ; 
Sardar Sliam Singh being one of the first in the breach, 
where ho was wounded in the shoulder by a sword cut. 

After this he served in many battles, and gained as 
great a name for courage as his father. He accompanied the 
successful expedition against Kashmir in 18111, and fought 
at Gandgarh Ten, Nari-Nari, Duthair, Jahangirs, and in 
Yusufzai. In 1834 he went to Bnnnu with Diwan Tam 
Chari 1 !, and in the campaign had his horse shot under hi nr. 

The marriage of his daughter Naniki to Prince Nao 
Nahal Singh, to whom she had been betrothed in 1831, took 
place at Amritsar on the 7th March 1837. Sir Henry Fane* 
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Commander-in'ChieF, was present, and the ceremony waa 
conducted with the greatest splendour. The bride brought 
a dowry to the Prince of eleven elephants, one hundred 
horses, one hundred camels, with a very large amount 
both of money and jewels. The wedding is said to have 
cost the Atari Sardar fifteen lakhs of Tupeea. Two months 
afterwards the news came of Sardar Hari Singh Nalwa’B 
defeat and death; and Sham Singh had to march to 
Peshawar with his troops, and he remained at that station for 
two years, till the death of Itanjit Singh. After this event, 
Sham Singh, although constantly engaged in military duties, 
did not meddle with politics. Ho was in charge of the troops 
which, in May 1S41, escorted the family of Shah Shuja, to 
Peshawar; afterwords he was pent to Hajwira to collect Lhe 
revenue. He compelled that turbulent Chief Pamela Khan 
to deliver np his son ns a hostage, and brought him to Lahore, 
where he was soon afterwards honourably dismissed. Through¬ 
out the reigns of Kb Lirak Singh and Sher Singh, Sardnr 
Sham Singh retained hiajagirs intact. After the assassina¬ 
tion of Jawaldr Singh, he crossed Lhe Sulla] to Kokrtda, 
with the excuse of celebrating the marriage of his son Kahan 
Singh. When, however, the Sikh army invaded the Cis- 
Satlnj territory, he felt that he could not, in honour, remain 
out of the Panjab, and returned to Atari, where he lived in 
retirement. No one could doubt his bravery; but he saw, 
with disgust and sorrow, the Sikh army bent upon a war, of 
which he entirely disapproved, and marching to destruction 
under the guidance of false and incompetent men, and ho 
resolved to stand himself aloof. But on the 2-jfch of December, 
just after the news of Lai Singh’s defeat at Firozshahar had 
reached Lahore, the Maharani heard that Sham Singh was at 
Atari, and sent there ten horsemen, who were to be quarter¬ 
ed on the Sardar till he joined the army. Sham Singh sent, 
again and again, to the Maharani, denouncing the war and the 
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policy that was destroying" the country, but in vain ; and at 
last, when told lie was a coward and afraid to die, ho deter¬ 
mined to join the camp, but swore not to survive the defeat, 
which he knew was certain* It is said that the night Indore 
Sobraon, Bardar Tej Singh counselled him to fly with him 
on the first attack of the British, Sham Singh refused with 
scorn. On which Tej Singh angrily said: " If you are so brave 
you had better take your oath about it, for I believe you will 
come wit,1 1 me after all” Sardar Sham Singh called for a 
Graiifh (the Sikh Scriptures), and solemnly swore that, should 
the Sikhs be defeated, lie would never leave the tranches 
alive- On the morning of the battle, the 10th of February, 
he dressed hini3elf in white, and, having mounted his white 
mare, addressed Ids men, begging them, os true sons of the 
KUalsn, to die rather than turn their bucks on the enemy. 
During the first part of the battle lie was everywhere 
present, urging the Sikhs to fight bravely ; and it was not till 
he saw that all was lost that he spurred forward against the 
50ih Regiment, waving his sword, and calling on his men to 
follow him. Some fifty of them obeyed the ball, but were 
driven back into the river, and Sham Singh fell dead from 
his horse, pierced with seven balls. After the battle his 
servants swam over the river and begged permission to 
search for Ilia body. The permission was granted ; and the body 
of the ohl Sardtir, conspicuous by his white dress and long 
white beard, was discovered where the dead lay thickest, 
VTU servants placed the body on a raft and swam with it 
across the river, but it was not till the third day that it reached 
Atari; and his widow, who knew his resolution not to survive 
defeat, had already burnt herself with the clothes which the 
Sardar hail worn on his marriage day. This was the last 
fiati in the Punjab; and the pillar which marks the spot 
where it took place is still standing without the walls of 
Atari. 
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fcj ardor Sham Singh was one of the best representatives of 
the Jut race, which, far manliness, honest}*, strength and 
courage, is second to none in the world. Ilia death was a 
grout loss, for there was no one to take his place. There were, 
ii is true, many of humble rank in the villages round Gujaran- 
wala, Lahore and Amritsar, of equal courage, simplicity and 
devotion, to the interests nF the country; but not among the 
intriguing Sardars at the Court. Had there been more Chiefs 
like him the Satlaj Campaign would never have been under- 
taken, and the Sikh nation would Lava preserved the inde¬ 
pendence which ir ra&dl.v threw away. Tbaknvr Singh, the 
eldest son of Baithw Sham Singh, died before liis father. He 
was a man of no ability, but scried in Baimu and Peshawar 
as commandant of artillery tinder his father. He left three 
sons, to whom the jagir of Shekoran, worth Bs. 7,500, was 
assigned, which they still hold, and which is maintained to 
their heirs in equal shares in perpetuity. These three 
Haidars, Jiw&o Singh, Dari Singh anti A jit Singh, lived at, 
Atari. On the close of the Satin j Campaign, Raja Lnl Si ugh 
cunfiseated Rs, 1,50,300 of the jagir. Rupees 12,000 were lost 
by the abolition of the customs duty, and the balance 
was continued to Sardar Kahan Singh, subject to the 
service of ninety-seven horsemen, twenty-five foot, and ten 
ztim&uras. At Multan, in 1848, the contingent of Kahan 
Singh was in the force of Baja Sher Singh. After his rebellion 
twenty-live sowars remained with the Baja, the reat came 
away with Shamsher Singh Sindhanwalia. Kara in Singh, 
Kahan Singh’s Diwan, also exerted himself to supply the 
British army, both at Oamla Sitighwak and Kasur, with 
provisions and carriage. For this loyalty the personal jagir 
t f Kahan Singh was maintained at annexation ; Rs. 7,50Q to 
descend in perpetuity. 

Sardnr Kahan Singh was of weak intellect, and had been 
a confirmed invalid for some years before Ills death, which 
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occurred in 1973. He bad no male issue, and used to reside 
ut Atari with his nephews. To one of them, Sardnr A jit 
Singh, was continued an allowance of Ha. 7,500 out of Kalian 
Singh's jagir of Ra. 35,500, The remainder was resumed. 
Sartlar A]it Singh was tlma recognized as the representa¬ 
tive and head of the family. He was one of the most able 
of the modem Sikhs of the Punjab, being well educated in 
Urdu, and having a slight knowledge of English. In l ,lt J ha 
was appointed Sub-Registrar of Atari, and in the following year 
was invested with magisterial powers. He worked at Am ritsar 
for three years, gaming valuable experience, and thereby 
fitting himself for the sole charge of the Atari Enka which 
was entrusted to him. In IS72 he passed with credit the 
departmental examination prescribed for Assistant Commis¬ 
sioners, and he was allowed to exercise full jurisdiction 
over two hundred villages around Atari. Three years later 
he was gazetted to the powers of a Collector on the Revenue 
side. In 1977 ho received the rank of Assistant Commis¬ 
sioner, and in 1885 was admitted to the Order of the Indian 
Empire, in recognition of long and valuable services and 
as a representative of the leading gentlemen of the Province. 
Shortly afterwards he was appointed an Honorary Subordi¬ 
nate Judge, with power to dispose of Civil suits up to Hs, 5,000 





in value. 

Under the scheme of Local Self-Government, inaugurated 
in 1835, Sardar Ajit Singh was elected President of the 
Amritsar District Board, winch post he held for the remainder 
of his liFe. He took an active interest in agricultural improve¬ 
ments, and was for many years an active member of the cattle 
fair committee at Amritsar. He was a Fellow of the Banjul) 
University and a member of the council of the Aitchieon 
College. In fact, for twenty-five years before his death, which 
occurred in 188S, the Sardar had held a prominent position as 
a loyal public servant and a valuable judicial and executive 
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officer. lie died at the age of forty-nine years, leaving fire 
sons, four daughters and six widows. The eldest- eon, Sardar 
Balwant Singh, is the present liead of the Atari family. 

La!a Gurnrafeh Rai, one of the leading Pleaders in Amrit¬ 
sar, has been appointed manager of the estate and guardian of 
the minor children under the District Court of Wards. The 
four eldest boys haveheensent to the Aitchison College, Lahore. 

The Sardar '3 property was valued at five laths of rupees, 
consisting of lands and movables. The family jagir of Its. 
7,500 has been continued to his eldest son, Sardar Balwant 
Singh, in addition to his father’s personal jagir of Rs. 2,500. 
The income of the children from all sources is estimated at 
Rs. 25,000. 

Sardnr Balwant. Singh married in 18 Hi .a daughter of 
Sardar Bis ban Singh of Ktilsia. Sardar Harbaiis Singh is 
bs-trothed to a daughter of Sardar Raj in dor Singh of Kath- 
garli, Hushiurpar. 

Sardar Jiwau Singh, brother of the late Sardar, is a 
Darbari and a member of the Amritsar Local Board. Re is 
a man of retiring habits and of no ambition. The third brother, 
Sardar Huri Singh, is also still living, and lias children. 

Returning to the junior branch, as has been before stated, 
it was not till the year 1800, when Nabal Singh A tar tv ala left 
the service of Sardar Sahib Singh Bhangi, that u feud arose 
among the brothers. Up to That time they had lived together 
and served the same masters, the Bhangi Chiefs, at Lahore and 
Gujrat. 

Of the sons of Eaur Singh, Tek Singh and Jodh Singh 
were the most distinguished, and under Sardar Sahib Singh 
enjoyed the greatest power and distinction. It was by their 
hi flue ace that Naha l Singh was compelled to leave the Bhangi 
service; and it was thus that the enmity, still strong at the 
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present day, arose between the Atariwalas. "Wazir Singh 
and Charat Singli were not men of any note. After the 
death of Sardaf Tek Singh, his son abandoned the service of 
Sahib Singh, and came over to the Maharaja, who was then 
carrying on operations against Kot Bari Khan. Without pay¬ 
ing tlieir respects to the Prince, they joined the battery of 
Mian Ghana Khan and served throughout the aiege ; Hukam 
Singh receiving a wound in the forehead, -After the capture 
of the fort, Rnnjit Singh, pleased with their hold conduct, 
gave to the young moo jagire at A wan, Miami, and Bahu 
Chinah. Bukam Singh was present at the attack on Multan 
in IS 10, and in 1612 accompanied the Maharaja to Jhflarn, 
whore he met Fateh Khan, the Kabul Wazir. The nest year 
he died, and his sons being minors, his brother Jagat Singh 
succeeded to the jagirs; but when Jai Siogh grow up, ho 
received the Hakes of Miami and Telia a. 

Jai Singh, son of Sardar Wazir Singh, in the year 
1821 rebelled against the Maharaja. Tho story is that 
he "with his cousin Jagat Singh and Sardar Btidh Singh Sind- 
hanwalia, had conspired against the life of the Prince; and 
the two Atariwalas had entered the Samun Bur], intending 
to carry out their design, when the Maharaja suddenly 
appeared, and on enquiring of Jai Singh what was the matter, 
that Sardar was so confused and terrified that ho allowed 
Raniit Singh to guess at the plot against his life. At any 
rate, JM Singh thought himself suspected, and retired to Ins 
fort’ of Kalar Kakar, which he hastily strengthened and 
garrisoned. A force was sent against him under Misar Balia 
Earn and other Chiefs, and being defeated, Jai Singh fled 
across the Indus and took refuge with Dost, Mahomed Khan, 
who was then rising into notice. Jai Singh hud been sent a 
short time before this on a mission to Peshawar, where he 
had become very intimate with the Barnkzai Chief, and many 
a debauch they had had together in the Bagh Nura Khaka 
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at Peshawar, Pan jit Singh was very jealous of any intimacy 
between his Chiefs anti persona of another nation, and on 
Jai Singh a return to Lahore treated him with much reserve 
and suspicion* Now that the Sardar had fallen into trouble, 
he naturally fled to his Afghan friend, by whom he was well 
received. 

He accompanied Dost Mahomed and Mahomed A rim 
Klum in 1823 to Peshawar, when the Barak zai Chiefs had 
determined to attack Ranjit Singh, who had taken Atock 
and was advancing towards Peshawar, One day, after a 
sktnmsh between the armies, the heads of thirty Sikhs 
were placed on the house of Jai Singh, who had excited 
the enmity of many of the Afghans; and be, taking the hint, 
left Peshawar and came in to Panjifc Singh at Akhora 
after the battle of Tech Ho was not very cordially 
received and, though nominally forgiven, was never taken 
back into favour* Ho was one of the agents employed to 
bring almut the meeting of the Maharaja with Yar Mahomed 
Khan and Dost Mahomed Klnm at Peshawar after the 
retreat of Mahomed Arina Khan to Daka, when the Sikh Chief 
rewarded their treason to their brother by dividing between 

them the province of Peshawar, which lie was himself unable 
to hold. 

Jai Smgh died soon after this. His cousin Jai Singh, 
son of Hokum Singh, was killed at Dflasa in Banmi in 1834, 
when Diwan Tara Ckand received a severe repulse from tliL- 
Ddasa Chief j and his brother Nar Singh succeeded to theTehna 
and A wan estates, subject to the service of seventy hot semen. 
At the time of the Multan rebellion Nar Singh was in thu 
enjoyment of an estate of Ks. 26,550, of which Rs, 17,500 
was subject to service. On the 17th of .September 1849, 
after Raja fiber Singh had joined the rebel*, Nar Singh was 
P aoe^ un er arrest in the Lahore fort. He does not appear to 
have been directly concerned in the rebellion, but his seventy 
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sowars, with the exception of eight or ton, went over to the 
enemy, and his jagira were consequently resumed. At tho 
close of tho war an allowance of Rs. 3,000 per annum waa 
granted to hint. 

Sardar Jodh Singh entered the sendee of Ranjit Singh 
in 1505, after a brave hut vain attempt to hold the 
fort of Kalar again at that Chief in the interests of Ilia 
master, Sahib Singh Bhangi. He was received with great 
favour, and obtained a grant of a large tract of country 
valued at two lakhs of rupees, in Fathwar, consisting 
of the tapas of BnrsaLi, Bishandar, Said pur, &e. f subject 
to the service of two hundred horsemen. Jodh Singh 
soon after this died, and his two sons, Partab Singh 
and Cliatar Singh, succeeded to the jagira, Partab Singh 
fought in the battle of Teri in 1323, when he was wounded 
in the hand. In the battle of Bahikot, where Khalifa Ahmad 
was defeated and slain, Partab Singh was badly wounded, 
and, returning to his jagir, died some months later from 
the effects of his wound. His son Kamm Singh died soon 
after, when still a child, and Uis share of the jagir fell to hia 
first cousin Sher Singh. Sardar C ha tar Singh was a good 
farmer; and his estates were much increased in value by his 
skill and care. He took no great share in politics during the 
reign of Ranjit Singh; but the family possessed great influence 
at Court, and in 1843 his daughter IVj Knur was betrothed 
to the young Maharaja Dnlip Singh. Sardar Chatar Singh 
Wi v; however entirely in the interests of Raja Gulab Singh 
of Jamu ; and when a dispute, excited by Pandit Jala, arose 
between that Prince and his nephew Him Singh, the Minister 
a t Lahore, in December 1344, Ckatar Singh took up arms in 
Ids own port of the country, which he held in the name of Raja 
Gulab Singh. Six months later, Gukb Singh, who was afraid 
of the influence and hostility ©i Prince Pashora Singh, per- 
Bunded Jawakir Singh, who had risen to power in Lahore, 
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to send Sardar Chatar Singh and Fateh Khan Tawana 
against him. This task was not at nil liked by Chatar Singh; 
for to a Sikh there something sacred about even a reputed 
son of the old Maharaja : but he was unable to refuse, and, 
with the Tawana Chief, proceeded against At lock, whither 
Poshora Singh had retired with a small force. After some 
days spent in negotiation, the Prince surrendered ; the Sard are 
solemnly promising his safety and the full consideration of his 
el aims at Lahore, But the next day, while on the march 
to the capital, he was taken off hk guard, seised, placed in 
irons and carried back to Attack, where he is believed to 
have been murdered the same night, and hk body thrown 
into the Indus, which, dark and swift, flows by the fort. 
The army of the Khaka were much incensed against Chutur 
Singh for this cruel and treacherous murder ■ but he took care 
to avoid Lahore till the troops, content with the blood of 
Ja waliir Singh, had forgotten his shore in the crime. Sardar 
fther Singh, the eldest sou of Cliatar Singh, had in 
1344 been appointed Governor of Peshawar in the room 
of Sardar Tej Singh, who hud been summoned to Lahore. 
He was an aide and spirited young man, and ruled that 
difficult district to the satisfaction of the Lahore Government, 
He successfully put down an insurrection in Yusufzai in 1846; 
but his administration, though vigorous, was unusually corrupt. 
Raja Lai Singh, the Minister at Lahore, was his bitter 
enemy; and in August 1346 Chatar Singh was appointed to 
succeed his son at Peshawar, while riher Singh returned to 
Lahore. This appointment was held by Chatar Singh till 
April 1847; but his rule was no purer thou that of his son. 
The corrupt practices which both indulged in seem to have 
astonished even the Lahore officials, and the annual embezzle¬ 
ments from the State revenue were estimated at from one 
and a half to two lakhs of rupees. It was impossible for this 
to be allowed; but the family was too powerful to be lightly 
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offended, and too nearly connected with the Maharaja to be 
passed over; and accordingly Ch&tar Singh was made 
Governor of the country between the Jhilam and the Indus, 
where he possessed great authority ; and Slier Singh received 
a seat in the Conned. The latter was, however, by no means 
satisfied He thought that on the fall of his enemy, Baja Lai 
Singh, he had a right to succeed him in his office, ns he bad 
succeeded him in the affections of the Maharani, and was 
angry at the failure of his hopes. 8her Singh would, perhaps, 
have been the best selection for Minister, but his claims were 
hardly as great as those of his father ; and Cliatar Singh was 
so completely in the hands of Maharaja Gulab Singh that he 
would have been a dangerous Minister at Lahore. But the 
A tariwalas at length appeared content. It was directed that 
the numerous claims in Peshawar against fiber Singh, 
amounting to upwards of half n kkh of rupees, should 
not he taken up; the Sardar paying Rs. 8,000 to some 
of the poorest claimants, who seemed to have the best 
grounds for complaint. This arrangement was considered 
very satisfactory by Slier Singh ; and his brothers Gulab 
Singh and Atar Singh being provided for (the one in 
Hazara, the Other in Lahore), he forgot his grievance about 
the Wazarat. 

On the 7th August 1847, Sardar Cliatar Singh received 
a Persian title of honour, at the recommendation of the 
Resident, at ilie some time that Sardar Tej Singh was 
created a Baja. On the 26th November, in the same 
year, Slier Singh received the title of Raja. This honour 
had been recommended for Chatar Singh ; but at the last 
moment the Sardar requested that his son Sher Singh 
might be promoted instead, and the request was accordingly 
granted. 

On the 18 th April 1848 the outbreak occurred at 
Multan. Two British officers were treacherously attacked 
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and slain, and Diwau Mulraj stood forth as a rebel against 
the authority of the Lahore Government. The news of this 
outbreak: reached Lahore on the 21st April; and the Resident 
immediately put in motion for Multan seven battalions of 
infantry , two regiments of regular cavalry, and twelve hundred 
irregular horse tinder Sardur At nr Singh Kali&nwala. This 
force, which was accompanied by Raja Slier Singh, was re¬ 
called on the Stslh to Ltdioro, as the Commander-in-Chief of 
the British Army was unwilling to send European troops to 
support it, daring the hot season to a part, of the country 
with so bad a name for unlienl thin ess as Multan, However, 
it was necessary that something should be done; and tha 
Resident was compelled to send against Multan a Sikh force 
under the command of Raja Sher Singh and Sardnr Sham sher 
Singh and Atnr Singh KalianwaSa. The force consisted of 
one regular regiment and ball an irregular infantry regiment, 
three thousand cavalry, ten guns and two mortars. Raja Sher 
Singh was Commander-m-Chiuf ; but his more special com¬ 
mand was the infantry, while the two other Sardnrs led the 
cavalry. 

On the 12th of June the force was at Chichawatni, and 
ready to proceed ; but' it was not thought expedient to hasten 
its march until some decided advantage had been gained over 
Mulmj by Edward es and the Bahawalpur troops. Sher 
Singh and his colleagues hud no thought of treason; but 
their troops sympathized with the rebels, and would have 
been only too glad to have joined them. On the 22nd June 
Sher Singh reached Tala who. He was ordered to stop here ; 
but either his troops were no longer under command, or, 
fancying that he could trust to their fidelity, he wished to join 
in the successes of the British, for the battle of Kunsri had 
now been fought. He advanced to Gugran, nine miles from 
the city of Multan, Lieutenant Edwardes then directed , 
felier Singh to join him, which ho did, pitching hia camp 
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at Suraj Kund, three miles from Tibi, where Lieutenant 
Edward es was encamped. Ho arrived at this place on the 
6 tk of July. 

Although the Sikh army was disposed to mutiny, the 
principal Sardars had sufficient influence to keep it tolerably 
steady, although many men deserted to Mu 1 raj m t and on the 
20th of July, 3her Singh co-operated with the force under 
the English officers with energy and success * Thus matters 
remained until the arrival of General Whish before Multan 
with a European force on the 18th of August- 

Sardar 0hater Singh was at this time Governor of Hazara- 
His troops ware notoriously mutinous J but he gave no notice 
to the British authorities of the disaffection, which he shared, 
and which he himself encouraged. Affairs were brought to a 
crisis on the Gth August by the murder of Colonel Canora, 
an American connomidant of Artillery in the hikh service. 
Ho was ordered by C hater Singh to bring the gnus out of the 
fort of Haripur and to encamp on the open ground outside 
the city. This, Colonel Cauora, who suspected the treason¬ 
able intentions of Chatar Singh, refused to do unless with 
the sanction of Captain Abbott, Boundary Commissionerand 
Assistant to the Resident in Hazara* He placed himself be¬ 
tween the guns, which he had loaded with grape, and threatened 
to fire on the first man who should app roach* Chatar Singh 
persisted ; and as the Colonel would not surrender his charge, 
a body of Sikh soldiers crept up behind mid shot him dead* 
On the news of tills murder reaching Lahore, the Resident 
despatched Sardar Jhanda xSLngh Batalia with a confidential 
agent from Chatar Singh's son. Gulab Singh, to try and 
induce the Sardar to surrender himaelf and permit his conduct 
to be investigated at Lahore. But Chatar Singh had decided 
on his course. The mission of Jhanda. Singh failed ; and that 
of Baja Dina Nath, sent to Hazara with a like object, was 
equally unsuccessful. Chatar Singles force did not* at the 
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time of Lie rebellion, exceed two thousand men; but it rapidly 
increased in numbers. He wrote for aid to hhj son at 
Multan, to Maharaja Gtilnb Singh and to Dost Mahomed 



Khun i raised levies in hia own district of Path war, and used 


all means in his power to render big rebellion as formidable 
as possible. 


On the 13th of August news of the outbreak in Hazara 
reached the. camp of Raja Sher Singh before Multan. This 


Chief had, in the midst of mutiny find ill-feeling, striven to do 


hia duty to the Government. By severe punishment, and by 
promises of rewards, he had kept his troops firm ; and, even 


when his father's letters reached him in August, he did not 


waver in his fidelity. He did not believe that his father was 
deeply compromised in the rebellion; and hoped that by the 
mediation of Sardar Jhanda Singh and Raja Dina Nath every¬ 
thing would be satisfactorily arranged. On the 1st of 
September, when the force of Edwardes had to change 
ground, ami was attacked by the enemy, the Raja voluntarily 
brought out his guns and aided the movement. Again, on 
the 3rd of September, lie cannonaded and throw into great 
confusion the troops of Mulraj at the bridge, chiefly to 
destroy sympathy between hia own men and the rebels. 
But early in September still more urgent letters canto from 
Hazara stating that Sardar Chatar Singh had rebelled 
beyond all forgiveness, and calling on Sher Singh and all 
true Sikhs to join him. Messengers from Hazara, and 
chief among them Surd a r Surat Singh Majithia, excited the 
Soldiery, saying that now was the time to expel the Farangia 
from the country, and that any Sardor who opposed the 
movement was an enemy to the Klialsa. The Sikh force 
became so dangerous that, on the 13th of September, it was 
resolved to remove it from Multan and from temptation. The 
Atari wain, Kalian wala and Sindhanwalia divisions were to 
march in different directions; that or Sher Singh to the 
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ferry, nominally to protect the passage of the river. The 
morning of the 14th was appointed for the march ; but the 
soldiers would not move. The whole camp rose hi mutiny, 
excited by Surat Singh ami others ; the Sardars were abused 
and threatened till their lives were no longer safe. And at last 
Baja Sber Singh, in desperation, went over to the side of the 
rebels, and with his whole force marched to Multan, where he 
encamped in the Hazuri Bagb, as the Diwan distrusted him 
and refused him admittance into the fort. 

The defection of the force of Shor Singh compelled 
General Whisk to raise the siege of Multan; but he only 
retired to tha suburbs of the city, where he wnited for rein¬ 
forcements and siege guns. Sher Singh now did all in his 
power to extend the rebellion and make it a national one, and 
distributed inflammatory letters over the whole country 
calling on the Sikh nation to rise. But Mulraj still thought 
him on the side of the British, or, if against them, desirous 
of obtaining the fort of Multan for the Khalsa; and he put no 
trust- in his professions. He made Sher Singh with all his 
officers swear on the Sikh Scriptures that they had no evil 
dcsigus \ but, in spite of their oaths, not one of them was 
admitted within the city. 

At length Sher Singh determined to join liis father in 
Hazara. Mulraj was delighted at his resolution, and lent 
him money to hasten his march ; and on the Otli of October 
the Raja, with his force of five thousand mid three hundred 
men, left Multan en mute for Hazara. On the llth he crossed 
the Ravi with his whole camp and marched in the direction of 
Jhang. Here his troops behaved very ill, defiling the mosques 
and plundering the Mahomed an inhabitants. Sher Singh was 
here joined by the Barrau troops who had mutinied, taken the 
fort of Daiipgarh and slain the brave Fateh Khan Taw ana ; 
and continued his march along the Channh in the direction of 
Wazirabad, which had been occupied by Lai Singh Moraria, 
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Chief Justice oE the Sind-Sagar Doab, who b&d joined the 
rebels with two thousand Irregulars. 

Surdar Ghntnr Singh, had. during the month of October 
been intriguing on all sides. To the Barakzai Sardars he 
promised the province of Peshawar in return for their as¬ 
sistance ; and he hud succeeded ill inducing the whole of the 
Sikh troops at Peshawar to join him. In spite of the efforts 
of some of their officers who remained firm to their duty, they 
revolted on the 24th of August, and marched to join C ha tar 
Singh. Captain Abbott held out gallantly in Hazara ; and 
Lieutenant Herbert defended the fort of Attock till the 2nd 
of Jammry, when, being without hope of succour and his troops 
deserting to the enemy, he was compelled to fly. After 
the full of Attock, Cbatar Singh munched to join his son Sher 
Singh. 

The army under the Ksju had, cm the 2nd November, 
received a severe chock at Ram Nagur from the B I'itish 
under Lord Gough. The affair was entirely fought by the 
cavalry and artillery, and can hardly be colled a battle. On 
the 1st of December, Sir Joseph Thackwell, with the advanced 
part cf the army, crossed the Chanub and advanced against 
the Raja's position. Some sharp fighting took place in 
front of the entrenchments, but no attack was made upon 
the position * and on tbo night of the 3rd December Sher 
Singh retreated by the Jhilivm, Jahilpur and Find Dad an 
Khan roads, and-took up a position at Cbilianwala, where, 
on the 13th of January, the British army advanced to attack 
him. The accounts of this battle, creditable to the British 
arms, have been often written. It lias been called avict 
but neither the Sikh Generals nor the soldiery considered t 
they had been defeated. All fought well; but the hero of 
day was Jawnhir Singh Nalwa, son of Hari Singh, the 
Sikh General, who led the cavalry charge which had so great 
an influence on the result of the battle. 
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Two or three days after the battle, Sardar Cbatar Singh 
joined bis son’s camp, being received with a royal salute ; and 
bringing with him, as prisoners, Major George Lawrence and 
Lieutenants Herbert and Bowie. He bad been successful in 
inducing Amir Dost Mahomed Khan to join him, having paid 
that Prince, as the price of bis assistance, Ks. 30,000 in cash, 
Rs. 15,000 in shawls, and Ra. 15,000 he engaged to pay at 
Rawalpindi. For this consideration the Amir seized the pro¬ 
vince of Peshawar, co-operated in the siege of At toe h, and sent 
a thousand cavalry under his son Akram Khan to join the 
army of Chatar Singh. 

On the 21st of February the battle of Gujrat was fought, 
when the united Sikh and Afghan army was completely 
defeated with the loss of fifty-three guns. This was virtually 
the end of the war. The victory was followed up with 
vigour ; and at Rawalpindi, on the 14th March, Chatar Singh 
and Slier Singh, together with what remained oE the Sikh 
army, some sis teen thousand men, laid down their arms. 

As far as regards the Atariwala Sardars, these were the 
chief incidents of the war. A connected history of that war, 
so important to both England and the Punjab, has yet to bo 
written ; but it will not be here out of place to say a few 
words on the causes that led to it. 

At the close of the Satlaj Campaign, the Sikh army 
r which had, sinee the death of Maharaja Ranjit Singh, been 
tl]r increasing in. numbers, was in great measure disbanded. 

| i% Pan jab villages were filled with a discontented soldiery, 
lerse to peaceful occupations, and firmly believing that 
heir late reverses were alone owing to the treachery and 
j) incapacity of their leaders. These men were anxious to try 
their fortune once more on tho field of battle. At the capital. 
Raja Lai Singh, the Minister, whom it was necessary for the 
English Government to support, was highly unpopular. By 
the troops, he was hated for his share in the Satlaj disaster 
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and for bis intrigues with the Mahsrani; by the Sardars, for 
his avarice, which cost many of them their jogirs. Even after 
his fall from power the new administration was hardly more 
popular. Raja Tej Singh was an incompetent man and 
an upstart- His rise had been owing more to his fortune 
than his abilities ; and he was supposed to he entirely under 
the orders of the British Resident, Major H- Lawrence, 
There were many minor causes far discontent. Cow-killing 
was no longer allowed, to he a crime i and the hated Mtihome- 
dane, who had always under Sikh rule been a persecuted 
race, were allowed to practise their religions rites publicly 
and ostentatiously. The people at large, too s believed that 
the English never intended to leave the Punjab: alt hough 
the truth was tlmt the British troops only remained at the 
earnest request of the principal Hard a r, who dreaded a return 
of the anarchy which had preceded the Stitlaj Campaign. 
Thus there was plenty of material for rebellion ready at 
hand; but the genius and political sagacity of Major 
Lawrence, and the confidence w hich the natives placed in him, 
might have preserved peace, had lie not been compelled by 
bad health to leave the country at a most critical time. 

The rebellion of 1848 began with the outbreak at 
Multan. This was entirely unpremeditated. There is no 
reason to believe that the attack on tho British officers was 
made by the orders or with the connivance of Diwan Mill ray- 
but when he lmd been compromised by that attack, M" 
remembered that he had at his'disposal immense wean I 
devoted troops and the strongest fortress in Upper IndiM 
while the power which could punish and avenge was far ofll 
oiid, to him , almost unknown. Of two evils, he considered 
rebellion the lesser. Had a British force marched against 
Multan on the first news of the outbreak reaching Lahore, hud 
the punishment followed the offence swiftly and decisively, 
the Sikhs would not have rebelled. But tho delay in the 
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punishment oF one traitor, allowed them to believe that treason 
might remain altogether unpunished. 

The defection of Raja Sher Singh before Multan was also 
unpremeditated. Till the night of the iSth of September 
he remained firmly loyal in the presence of temptation, each 
as few men have ever been exposed to. His influence over 
hk troops was great; and it is possible that he might have 
kept them to their duty till the close of the siege had not 
the entreaties of his father induced him, much against hia 
will, to join the rebel side. It was the rebellion of Sard&r 
Chitar Singh which caused that of his son. There had been 
Several insignificant outbreaks in outlying districts of the 
Punjab before that of Chatar Singh; but it was be who made 
the rebellion a national one and brought ruin upon the 
country. 

What, then, were the reasons for Chatar Singh s conduct i 
Why was lie thus disaffected while his son was actively loyal ? 
It is difficult to believe that he was ambitious for himself. 
He was an old, broken-down man, and a confirmed invalid. 
Hh intellect, never brilliant, hud become weakened by ill 
health and advancing age. He had long talked of abandoning 
worldly affairs and going on a pilgrimage lo the Ganges; and 
ho bad" declined a Bajafihip in favour of his sou. Nor could 
he have hoped to benefit hia sou by the expulsion of the 
English from the Ptrnjab. fiber Singh had been placed at 
the head of the Sikh aristocracy by the British; and he 
might reasonably hope, in time, to obtain the Ministership a<- 
Lahore, and the guardianship of the young Prince to whom 
his nister was betrothed. This engagement, too, gave the 
family more importance in the eyes of the English than of 
the Sikhs; for* ms the young Maharaja grew up, he would 
probably marry many other wives ; and in the Pan jab the 
influence p! a wife is little felt outside the walls of the Zanana. 
Sher Singh wua well content with hia own prospects, and there 
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TPSifi no reason that Cbatar Singh should be dissatisfied. 
was at one time asserted that the suspicions of Captain Abbott' 
drove Chatar Singh into treason ; but that able officer only! 
suspected where there was good reason for suspicion: and the 
correctness of his judgment has been fully proved. 

gartlar Cbatar Singh was a weak and » timid man, and 
was ever accustomed to depend upon the advice of men wiser 
and more determined than himself. There was one man upon 
whom, more than upon all others, ho was accustomed to rely, 
and this was Maharaja Gulab Bingli. There had not been 
an intrigue in the Punjab for many years past in which 
Gulab Shigh had not been engaged, and from which he had 
not reaped advantage. The most accomplished of courtiers, 
the most subtle of diplomatists, the most unscrupulous ■ of 
intriguers, Cbatar Singh found him the most dangerous of 
friends. The friendship between these men was ot the closest 
description. M'hen the brother of Cbatar Singh died, it wus 
the influence of Gulab Singh that procured for the Sardar 
the grant of half his estates, to the prejudice of the sou of 
the deceased. In the troubles tinder Raja Hi.ru Singh, 
Chatar Singh had stood boldly by his friend, and for his 
sake became an accomplice in the murder of Prince Pashora 
Singh. The Sardar would never have determined on 
rebellion without consulting Gulab Singh; but, even had he 
so deter mined, Gulab Singh could without difficulty have 
dissuaded him from it. 

Although the proofs of Gulab Singh’s complicity in the 
rebellion might fail to satisfy a Court of Law, yet there is 
enfficient evidence for history to decide against him. In the 
first place, there is the universal belief, shared by the late Dost 
Mahomed Khan, that Gulab Singh was the instigator of the 
rebellion, and that against his will Chatar Singh would not 
have raised his hand. The evidence of Hira Sand, the agent 
seat by Chatar Singh to the Maharaja, recorded in October 
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1640 , though in many parts exaggerated and contradictory, 
bcara the general stamp of truth. If Ids evidence is received, 
there can be no doubt, of the Maharaja's connection with the 
rebels. Hira Naud does not appear to have bad any reason for 
accusing the Maharaja unjustly ; and his evidence is confirmed 
in many important particulars by other witnesses whose 
depositions were subsequently taken. No documentary 
evidence of any importance was discovered; bat the most 
wily of men was not likely to commit himself by writing 
what might be verbally explained, or expressed by a 
sign, or by the pressure of a finger. This much at 
least is certain, that families of rebels took shelter in the 
Maharaja's territories; that rebel troops marched through 
them unmolested, and drew from thence their supplies, and 
that, though his professions were large, the aid he rendered 
to the Lahore Government was trifling in the extreme. 

But, with all this, it is impossible to believe that Maharaja 
Gulab Singh desired the defeat of the British. Gratitude for 
the grant of Kashmir, any other man than Gulab Singh might 
be expected to feel, but putting this aside, he was well aware 
that his existence as a Sovereign Prince depended upon the 
presence of British troops in the Punjab. Ho induced 
Chatar Singh to rebel, because ho desired his destruction 
and that of his son; because he hoped for the subversion 
of the Lahore monarchy and the establishment of 
British supremacy in the Paujub. He perceived that if the 
country remained tranquil the British would, as agreed, leave 
it, and" Raja Sher Singh obtain power ; and lie also knew that 
in that case the Sikh arms would be first turned against him. 
Be had been more surprised than any one else at finding him¬ 
self Sovereign of Kashmir; and he knew that the loss of this 
Province was looked upon by the whole Sikh nation with 
shame and rage : for it had been won with difficulty by the 
old Maharaja, and with the blood of many brave Sardars. 
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jj or were the Siklis his only fear. Post Mahomed Khan 
remembered that. Kashmir had once belonged to Kabul, ami 
was ready to attack it at the first opportunity. It was for 
ibi* that lie made an alliance with the Sikhs, whom he hated, 
and intrigued with the wild Mahometan tribes of Hazara. 
Between the Sikhs and the Afghans, Gulab Singh was well 
aware that without British aid he must inevitably fall. 

His policy being thus in favour of the English, the 
reasons that caused him to refrain from giving active assistance 
to them are plain. He could not, being himself the instigator 
of the rebellion, directly oppose it, without exciting great 
hatred against himself. Sikhs and Afghans would have 
united against him, and would have overrun Kashmir, while 
the British troops were barely able to bold their own in the 
plains. He waited until some decided success of the British 
array should enable him to declare himself, heart and soul, on 
ita side. But after Chilianwala he begun to doubt whether 
the English could really hold the country. 1 lie decisive over¬ 
throw of the Sikhs in 1845 had made him believe that with 
a larger force, and with far greater advantages of position, 
possessing, as they did, Lahore and Amritsar, the English 
would again obtain an easy victory. Even their temporary 
retirement would be fatal to him; and thus, when he saw tho 
first portion of the campaign undecisive and uttsatisfactory, 
ho trembled for the result, and did not dare to break with the 
Sikhs. Had Gukb Singh joined tho English openly and 
boldly, the campaign might have been more quickly decided. 
But this was nut possible to him. His caution and hesitation 
in deciding on a plan were equal to his boldness and vigour 
in its execution. Every course presented to his teen intellect 
so many dangers, that he ever forbore to act until circum¬ 
stances forced him into action. Though personally brave 
and fond of war, it was by fraud, not by force, that his 
policy was distinguished. Throughout his whole life he had 
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never joined a losing party, or even a winning one, until its 
success was undoubted and assured. The policy of Maharaja 
GuM> Singh was thus completely successful* The Sikba 
were conquered; the Afghans driven ignomitiously from the 
Punjab; and the astute contriver of their downfall ruled in 
peace under the strong protection of the only nation he liad 
ever learnt to trust. 

The evidence against Maharaja Gulab Singh* however 
convincing it may appear to those who luwc sin died the 
history of the times, must still be admitted to be incomplete 
and indecisive. Ifo evidence in his favour was ever heard, 
and if Dhvan Jaw£da Sahai and other of his confidential 
agents were examined they might have explained many 
points which now appear most suspicious. Whatever hand 
Gulnb Singh may have had in the rebellion of Chatar Singh ? 
he was not the sole cause of the Second Sikh W ar. The old 
Khulna jivmv and the whole Sikh nation, which wu?, by con* 
stitution and creed, military, would never have settled down 
peaceably under British rule without another trial of 
strength ; without a defeat which, like that of Gujrat* left 
them no option but that of submitting to the stronger, b^en 
the troops of Sardar Cbatar Singh were thoroughly dtsaffect* 
ed; and without any aid or instigation from Gulab Singli, 
they would in all probability have sooner or later rebelled. 
The Maharaja was, at nil events, not hostile to the British. 
If he desired and plotted for the downfall of the Sikh empire, 
it is impossible to blame him ; for the Sikba hated him fully 
as much as he did them, and would Irnto seen hi^ ruin with 
the utmost satisfaction, 

Sardar Cliatar Singh, Raja Sher Singh and Snrdar Atar 
Singh, who had also joined the rebels, were placed under 
surveillance at Atari; but, being discovered carrying on 
a treasonable correspondence, they were in January 1850 
sent as prisoners, first to Allahabad, and then to Calcutta* 
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Their estates were alt confiscated. Chatar Singh, before the 
war, possessed jagirs of the value of Rs. 1,22,000; Rs, 57,000 
being personal and Rs. 65,000 subject to service. Raja Sher 
Singli and his brother had personal jagirs worth. Rs. 42,220, 
An allowance was granted them of It s. 7,200 being Rs. 2,400 
each to Chatar Singh, Sher Singh and Atar Singh. Gulab 
Singh did not join the rebels, being under surveillance at 
Lahore, He had been placed with his brother Slier Singh 
ill charge of the young Maharaja and the household arrange¬ 
ments of the pakce; and he was evidently preparing to leave 
Lahore and join his father when he was arrested on the 17th 
September, and detained in safe custody till the close of the 
war. Nothing was, however, proved against him; and hia 
pension of Rs. 3,000 was equal in amount to what he had 
received in land previous to the war. 

Bibi Tej Kaur was never married to Maharaja Dalip 
Singh. After the war the match was broken off, and she 
eventually married Junmeja Singh, son of Sardar Ishar Singh 
Gil Mariwala, by whom she had two sons. She died in 1863, 
In January 1854, Cl■ atar Singh, Sher Singh and Atar Singh, 
whose conduct since annexation had been irreproachable, 
were released from confinement and allowed to choose their 
own place of residence, within certain limits. Their allow¬ 
ances were also raised; that of Chatar Singh to Rs- 8,000, 
and of Sher Singh to Rs. 6,000. During the Burmese, the 
Persian and the Sonthal Campaigns, Raja Sher Singh offered 
his services to Government, and he even volunteered for 
service in China during the late war. When the mutinies 
broke out, Sardar Gulab Singh received a command, and 
served throughout the war with distinguished gallantry. 
He received the title of Captain and, with his brothers Tej 
Singh and Atar Singh, the grant of a zamindari in Ondh, 
worth Rs. 28,800 per ann um. Each of the brothers also 
held a life pension of Rs. 7,200, raised to that amount on the 
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death of Raja Slier Singh, which, took place at Banares in 
1858. 

Baja Shsr Singh, according to Hindu ideas, obliterated 
all the faults of his life by the sanctity of his death- When 
he felt his end approaching, he called the Br ahmans to his 
bed-side, and asked of them, how he conld escape trans¬ 
migration, the constant and life-long terror of Hindus- They 
told him that for seven days he must lie, fasting, by the 
Ganges, listening to the BJiagawat, the most sacred of all the 
eighteen Puranas. So, morning after morning, the dying 
Raja was carried to the river-side ; and throughout the day 
he listened, as well as his fading senses would allow, to the 
words of the Par an. On the evening of the seventh day he 
gave Bs, 2,000 to the Brahmans, and died. Thus, an exile, 
far from his country, in the sacred city of Bimnres, and by 
the waters of the holy river, died before his tiino Baja Sher 
Singh. 

His father Sardar C ha tar Singh had died early in the 
same year at Calcutta. Of Sardar Clmtar Singh’s four sons 
only Atar Singh now remains. He has elected to live at Bin 
Bareily in the North-West Provinces, and is gradually sever¬ 
ing his connection with the Punjab, 

The case of Captain Gulab Singh was token up warmly by 
his old friend and companion in arms, Lord Napier of ifag- 
dido, when Com Brand er-in-C kief in India. Sir Henry Davies 
also interested himself in the Sardar’s behalf, and in 1872 
cancelled the order forbidding him to reside in the Pan jab. 
Since then, the Sardar lias been regarded as the representative 
of the junior branch of the Atari family- He took up his abode 
r at Amritsar in 1873. He was gazetted as a Magistrate in 
1834, and in the some year was attached to the Stuff of the 
Viceroy as Aide-de-camp on the occasion of the visit of His 
Excellency the Marquis of Ripon to Lahore. Two years 
Inter he was appointed a councillor to the Maharaja of Joinu 
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and Kashmir on a salary of Rs. 12,000 per annum. He died 
in 1537 leaving an only sou, Nabal Singh, then aged four 
y tsars. The Sardar at the time of his death was possessed of 
property at Rni Bureily and Atari valued at seven lakhs of 
rupees, yielding an income of about Rs, 1 7,000 per annum. 
The estate is in charge of Lala. Gurmnkh Rai of Amritsar, 
under control of tho Distinct Court of Wards. The minor 
receives from the British Government an allowance of Rs, 
3,000 per annum, and from the Maharaja of Jnum a similar 
grant, Tho late Sanlar was a gentleman of some culture, 
and had made himself popular by his generosity, liberal spirit 
end kindly ways. He was admired and respected by tho 
host men of tho upper classes In the Panjab aa well as by 
every British officer who bad the privilege of knowing Mi 
His sudden death, from heart disease, at a comparative’ 
early age, was regarded by all as a heavy loss to the 5ii 
community. 
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of Majitha, situated tea miles to tho north 
* Amritsar, has given its name to one of the 
[ families of the Pan jab. The great Majithia 
ded into three branches, represented by Snnliirs 
, Surat Singh, and Mahtab Singh. The relation* 
these Sardare is distant, and the history of their 
distinct, Sardar Dayal Singh and Sardar 
l are fifth cousins. But Surat Singh is a very 
BUian; and it is necessary to go back fourteen 
to find a common ancestor for the three Majithia 


Sardars. Vi 

Fiiiylt in rank and influence is the family of Sardar Dayal 
SingLgjhC Bis great-grandfather, Nodh Singh, was a respectable 
ZiUndZndjar of the Shergil Jafc tribe. Nodh Singh married the 
j£ r 0 f Sardar Amur Singh Bhaga, the powerful Chief of 
"Dharamkot-Bhaga, and became Zaildar or feudal retainer 
of bis brother-in-law, who was of the Eanbya Misal, and 
possewmd a large territory in the Gurdaspur district. Nodh 
Singh acquired a jagir of Ra. 2,500, including two wells, at 
Majitha, and died in 1788 leaving one son, Deaa Singh, then 
twenty years of age. The young man succeeded to his 
father’s estate, and till the year 1809 remained in the ser¬ 
vice of the Bhaga Sardars. But when Maharaja Ranjit Singh 
in that year marched to Majithia and Dbaramkot, determined 
to' seize the estate of Sardar Budh Singh Bhaga, who had 
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failed to give the supplies demanded ofL Lim for the Kangra 
expedition, Desn Singh, who was very tT in his generation, 
sow that resistance was hopeless, and Imping, besides, no love 
•for Bud h Singh went over to the aide ofCthe Maharaja, who 
received him with open arms, and, whoX Budh Singh was 
vanquished, bestowed upon him the JagirfL of Sukalgarh and 
Bhagowal, which had for many years beX tt a p or tion of the 
Bhuga estate, 

Sardflr Dess Singh accompanied Singh in his 

expedition to Kangra, where Raja Sunsar ClL^and Katoch 
lad begged his assistance to expel the XL~£ 
Atnar Singh Thapa. Sansar Chand most bar", found it 
dffloi.lt to hi, friends from his aJemie.; for 

Banjit Singh, driving out the Gurkhas, seized htt* f ort tbe 
key to the Kangra valley, and appointed Dem a?Wb fa com- 
mandant. He was also made Nazim, or GovernoL'/of the Hill 
Statef;, Kangiw, Gharaba, Nurpur, Kotbi, SbahpJTV Josrota 

® 5 f“ ko ‘' i ; Wnn - Sib »' OoK K-Sv Mandi! 

SuLet, Ruin, and Datarpur, In 3 Si 1 Sardar Des^ Sinefc 

marched against the fort of Kotin, halfway between/ KaJk 
and Knrpnr, hold by Dhian Singh, who had been Wk ^ of 
the Raja Goler, and who, trusting to the strength Vy his 
position, had given himself the airs of an independent CM r 
The Maharaja promised Desa Singh half the Ilnka V * 
Tik'knath, in which the foil was situated, in iagir if hlT 
succeeded in reducing it in a week ; and the energetic Sardnr 
did the work in the appointed time and obtained the jagir 
worth Rs. 4 ,000. Two years later he was sent to annex the 

territory of the Raja of Haripur, who had been shamelessly 
arrested at Lahore. 3 

Sardar Desa Singh was appointed Governor of the city of 
Amruair, and in 1818 he served in the Multan Campaign 
^th distinction m the force of Prince Kharak Singh, After 
th* he returned to hie Hill Governorship, and collected, a. 
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xiaual, the revenue and the tribute due from the different 
States- Biluspur a\hm was refractory ; and Deaa Singh 
marched against the Baja and seized his territory, both ea 
the Sikh side of the river and that under British protection. 
This was in violation of the Treaty of the 25th August 18U'J ; 
and the British trofpps were without delay put m movement to 
resist it. Ranjit SvSgh repudiated the action of his Lieutenant* 
and obliged DesaJ^mfrh to visit Captain Roes, the officer m 
charge of the EM Frontier, to offer apologies, which were ac¬ 
cepted readily V W *&&& the civilities which passed between 
them ronsini the Maharaja’s jealousy, and for some time he 
forbade De&fngfa to have any intercourse with any British 
officer, iff Moore reft, passing through Amritsar in 18*1. 
found that fcesa Singh was unable to visit him on account 
of this prohibition. About this time the Sardar received a. 
ii'rant of Iljba..Bhaguwala in the Firozpur district, where ho 
built a Wtand seized by violence some villages belonging 
to the JtfHtnralia Sardar in the Malanwala llata. His jagirs 
were vW extensive. During the reign cf Runj it Singh he, 
with las apn Laima Singh, received grants to the value of 
Rg \12 1,250 per annum. These included M^jitha, Tiloknath, 
Bb /guwnLi, a large portion of the old Bbaga estate of which 
t j<j had been made Governor, Bhaowal, Hnriki, Khudpur* 
.'fftoshera-Nangli, and Zamanabnd, in the Xangra district. 

Saraar Desa Singh died in 1832, and was succeeded in 
all his estates and honours by his eldest son Bardnr Laima 
Singh. His life had been uniformly prosperous; and ike 
favour of his Sovereign, who had given him the title of 
Kanr^l-Udidar (Chief of Enalted Dignity), never leaned- 
Be was a brave and successful soldier, and a wise and liberal 
administrator ; and his name is still remembered with affection 
by the people, whom he never oppressed. 

Sardar Laima Singh served with credit m the Multan 
Campaign of 1818, and soon Ijecame known for ability and 







ajo 


/ 


THE PANJAB CHlE^ 

learning, When Banjifc Singh deterged to seize the 
possessions of his mother-in-law, Mai , Sada Kaur, Lahna 
&mgh was selected to superintend thi unpleasant work. 
The intriguing lad/ was seized and prisoner to 

_ itear All her estates were confiscated . and the great 
Kanhya Misol, of which sbo was head, mn fo no attempt to 
save her. Ban] it Singh had not ejected L easy a 
and smd, in full Durbar, “ All those Kauhyi aw cowards and 

T Tn f m ? g tW Wh ° heard thh dodh 

fmigh Harchandar, He set off at once, thrW Himself with 
a tew men into the Nanga fort, and defended ju f or 80int} 
time bravely. The fort of Atalgarh also held oil ft* three 
weeks, defended by one of Mai Sada Kauris slave ] girls, who 
seemed to have acquired some of the spirit of her ifoistreLs 
After the death of Desa Singh, his 50n receiv/i charge of 
the Kill territory between the Ravi and the & at l a j aild 
held the appointment till the beginning of 184-k Lahna 
Singh did not reside in the hills, but at Amritsar or Atfajftha, 
At the former place he was in charge of the Darbar tj^hib 
the Sikh temple, ^ his father had been, a post of impoi UncJ 
requiring groat tact and judgment. Once a year he \™ de 
a tour in the hills to inquire into the state of the coimkry 
to redress grievances, and fo examine the accounts. He 
a mild and benevolent man, and, like Dean Singh, bears the 
character of being one of the best Governors that the Sikh 
rule (famous for rapacity and corruption) ever produced, 
Lahna Singh posted the greatest influence with Maharam 
Singh* and his commel wbs always listened to with 

respect. His title was ffosam-uifoufo (the Sword of the 
State). 

In IS34 Gnjar Singh Majithia, brother of Lahna Singh 
was selected to take charge of a mission to Calcutta to convey 
presenta for the King of England, and to endeavour if 
possible, to ascertain the intentions of the British Government 
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with regard to Skikarptir. The selection was not a happy one. 
Sai'dar Gujar Singh was a young man of ordinary ability, 
considerable conceit, and debauched habits. Ho took with him 
One hundred men, splendidly appointed, the finest that could 
be picked out of the Sikh army. With him , too, to keep him 
in order, were sent Rai Govind Jas, brother to Rui K is ban 
Ob and, Gul&b Singh, Commandant, called afterwards Calcutta, 
and Dcwa Singh, Commandant; and plenty of difficulty they 
had with their charge, who fell desperately in love with a 
European woman in Calcutta, and wanted to marry her, to 
the horror of Govind Jas and the annoyance of Ran jit 
Singh, who excluded him for soma time after his return 
from Durbar. He brought back no information about 
Shikarpur, but plenty of English airs and graces, which 
created great amusement at the Lahore Court. Among 
other English tastes acquired by Gujar Singh was a love for 
champagne, from the effects of wliich, one evening, about two 
years after his return from Calcutta, he walked over the 
parapet of the roof of his house at Amritsar and, falling some 
forty feet, was killed on the spot. 

In 1840, after the death of Banjit Singh, Prince Nao Naha! 
Singh cent a force under Sardar Ajit Singh S indium walla 
and General Ventura against Mandi. Raj a Buibir Sen was 
taken prisoner and brought to Amritsar, imprisoned in 
Govmdgarh, and his territory annexed. But Laima Singh 
interested himself very warmly for his old friend, and, when 
Maharaja Sher Singh ascended the throne, procured Jus 
release and the restoration of his country. He signed, with 
the Sindhanwalias and other Chiefs, the agreement which 
was to exclude Sher Singh from the throne, for at least a 
time ; and when that Prince marched to Lahore and besieged 
the fort, Lflhna Singh was in great alarm and hid himself 
in .l ame dar Khusbal Singh's house till the end of the 
liege. When Raja Hira Singh rose to power, Sard&r Lahaa 
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Singh, who was* hated by Pandit Jala, the Minister's confidant, 
fearing to lose his estates or his life, and fdled with sadden 
religions aspirations, left the Pan jab on a pilgrimage. He 
first Tinted Hardwur, and then proceeded to Banares, 
Allahabad, Jaganath and Calcutta, where he was residing 
when the Satkij Campaign commenced, in November 1845. 
Before leaving the Pan jab he made over the management of 
his estates to his half-brother Ranjodk Singh, the youngest 
son of Sardar Desa Singh by a hill woman. 

S ardor Eanjodli Siugh was nt this time a General in 
the Sikh army. He had lately returned from the expedition 
sent by the Wazir, Jawahir Singh, against Baja Gulab Singh 
of Jamu, and was quite ready for a war with the English, 
for whom he had no great love. He moved his brigade, 
consisting of ten thousand infantry, sixty guns, and some 
irregular cavalry, to Pkilnor; and on the 17tli January 18-M5 he 
crossed the Sat la j, intending to move on Ludhiana and capture, 
if possible, the siege train which was on its way to the head¬ 
quarters of the army. At B ado will, on the 21st January, he 
intercepted the force of Sir Harry Smith, who was marching 
to Ludhiana, and, more From the exhaustion of the British 
troops, than from any display of generalship on his part, 
captured almost aU the baggage of the army. This affair so 
much encouraged the troops of fianjodh Singh, who had 
been joined by Snrdar A jit Singh of Ladwa, that at Abw.il, 
On the 2Bth January, they left a strong position, contrary to 
the orders of the General, to attack the British force. The 
defeat which they experienced is a matter of history; and 
there is no occasion to dwell upon it here. Ranjodh Singh, who 
was, if anything, superior to the other leaders of the Sikh 
army; if leaders they can be called, who were ever the Inst 
to enter the fight and the first to run away. His generalship 
was as contemptible as that of Raja Lai Singh, and his 
cowardice as conspicuous as that of Baja Tej Singh ; but he 
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was BO traitor. He had bo confidential agents in tlie British 
camp as Kajn Lai Sing'll had; nor did he, like tlio Baja, pray 
for and labour for the triumph of the English. 

Soon after the close of the campaign* Sardar Lulina 
Singh returned from Calcutta at the invitation of the Council 
and the Resident. He declined to be formally admitted into 
the Council, hut was ready to give* privately, any advice lie 
could, and accepted the charge of Amritsar, Govindgarh 
and the Manjlin in its widest acceptation, being the whole 
tract of country between the Ravi ami thu Bias from the 
Hills to iCasur. A great dispute now arose between Lalinn 
Singh and Banjodh Singh. The latter had preserved the 
estates entrusted to him for two years and a half in very 
difficult times, and claimed on Lahnu Singh’s return & half 
share of them. Lahnu Singh only wished to allow him a 
pittance, amounting to about a twentieth of the whole. Both 
proposals were unjust; and it required all the influence of 
Sir tf. Lawrence to settle the dispute, and to induce Latina 
Singh to allow his half brother a jagir of Ss. 12,000 per annum. 

In August 1844 Lab mi Singh consented to join the 
Council His administration of the Muujha had been success¬ 
ful. Although be had an objection to capital punishment, lie 
contrived to free the country of robbers and dacoits, who 
had overrun it after the close of the war ; and there was no 
Sardar whose rule was so generally popular. But his 
practised eye saw the signs of coming disturbances, and ho 
determined to leave the Punjab, In January 1848 Le left 
for Banares. TTi^ personal jagirs and religious grants, 
amounting to Bs, 42,000, and service jagir of Rs, 15,000 were 
continued to him. All the other jagirs were resumed; but the 
Darbur promised to restore them on his return to the country. 

At the close of the Satlaj Campaign, Sardar Ranjodh Singh, 
who had been most averse to peace, was sent with an English 
officer to induce the Governor of the Kangra fort to submit. 
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His exertions to effect this object were not great; and there is 
every reason to believe that, through his instigation, the 
garrison held out longer than it would otherwise have done. 
He was then appointed Judge of Lahore; but in this post he did 
not give any satisfaction. When the dispute with Ids brother 
was finally adjusted, some guns, which should Itave been 
returned to Laima Singh, were concealed by Rnnjodh Singh 
in a house at Amritsar. He denied their concealment; but a 
forcible search being made, a large mortar, two 24-pound 
howitzers and a 6-pounder were found. His conduct on this 
occasion induced the Darbar, on the recommendation of the 
Resident, to remove him from the Judgeship, in which he was 
succeeded by Sardar Kahan Singh Man. The next year, IS48, 
soon after the outbreak at Multan, lie was detected in a 
treasonable correspondence with Mulraj, and was placed in 
confinement, (inly being released at the close o£ the war. 

When Rnnjodh Singh was arrested and carried prisoner 
to the fort, 10,000 budkh* were left in his Lahore house, 
locked up in a chest. When the Sardar was released, the 
money was gone. The theft was attributed to common, 
thieves ; but it is believed that some Sardars, wealthy and 
honoured, could have told what became of the money. The 
Darb:u~ confiscated his jagir ■ but after annexation lie was 
allowed by his brother an annuity of Rs. 2,500. On the death 
of Laima Singh the allowance censed ; and the Government 
granted him a cash pension of Ra. 3,000 per annum, which 
he held till Ins death in 1872. His only son Gajradar Singh 
was recently released from the Court of Wards. 

Sardar Laima Singh returned to the Pan jab in 1851; 
but after two years went back to liana res, where he died 
in 1854* He Itrft one sou, Sardar Dayal Singh, now at 
the head of the family. He is well educated in English, 
Persian and Hindi. He hold* a perpetual jagir of Rs. 6,000 

* ^ «ifi| ttfia Truiib Gt& rusees- 
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and Rs, 5,200 from Dharmirth, Rs. 1,200 of which is for the . 
Readers of the Granth at Tiloknath in the Kangra district. He 
also owns property purchased by his father some years ago in 
the Amritsar, Gurdaspur and Firozpur districts ; and he has 
lands in the Shahabad district of Bengal. The Sardar visited 
England some years ago. He now usually resides at Lahore. 
He has not hitherto taken an active part in public affairs. 

Sardar Lahna Singh was a man of considerable ability. 
He was a skilful mechanist and an original inventor. He 
much improved tho Sikh ordnance; and some very beautiful 
guns of his manufacture were taken at Ahwal and elsewhere. 
Among other things he invented a clock which showed the 
hour, the day of the month and the changes of the moon. 
He was fond of astronomy and mathematics, and was master 
of several Languages, As an administrator, Lahna Singh 
was very popular. The poor were never oppressed* by him ; 
his assessments were moderate; and his decisions essentially 
just. As a statesman, lie may be said to have been almost 
the only honest man in Lahore, Fraud and corruption were 
Supreme, but the hands of Laima Singh were always clean; 
surrounded by the most greedy and unscrupulous of schemers, 
he preserved hi a honesty unsullied. 

Had a man of. the reputation and administrative talent 
of Lahna Singh taken the lend in 1S45 in the Pan jab, the 
great troubles which oame upon the country might have been 
averted. But he was no true patriot. He did not understand 
that the religion of a statesman, and indued of every brave 
man, is to stand by his country ill tiroes of danger, sharing her 
griefs and, if need be, falling with her fall. 
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Like tie rest of the Majitkia clan, the brothers Izat Singh 
and Sahuj Singh followed the fortunes of the Snkarcliokia 
Sardars. Izat Singh was able to acquire a strip of the Dhmii 
country on his own account, and hold it, with much difficulty 
and by dint of constant fighting, till his death in 1772, His 
sons Fateh Singh and Jnimal Singh were mere hoys at the 
time of his death, so his brother Sabaj Singh took possession 
of the estate. la 17dl Sahiij Singh died, and Utam Singh, 
his eldest sou, succeeded to the whole property without any 
opposition From Fateh Singh and J aim id Singh, who might 
have been reasonably expected to have claimed, their father’s 
share. The cousins lived together in harmony; and when 
San]it- Singh rose to power submitted to him and, having paid 
tribute, were confirmed in the estate. However, soon after 
this, in 1803-4, the Maharaja marched in the Rawalpindi 
direction and demanded the Barren tier of Nila and Rohtas, a 
large and strong fort about six miles from the river Jhihint, 
which had been captured from the Afghans by border Charat 
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Singli. Sardar TTtam Singh refused, but before hostilities 
commenced thought better of it* and gave up both to the 
Maharaja, who placed the fort in the. charge of Mu liar Singh 
Lumba and Raja Nur Khan; and the Maharaja then took 
possession of the whole Dlmni country, then famous for 
its breed of koines* Afar Singh, the adopted son of Utani 
Singli, was in 1809 made Governor of the district about 
Rawalpindi, Utara Singh died in 1827, and all his jngirs 
were resnmod. Rut the family were not left destitute, Atar 
Singh received an estate of Gj, 28,000 at S ay ad ha&ra and 
Ganja Mahal; and Kalian Singh Ids cousin, whose father, Sar¬ 
dar Amur Singh, had fallen in Hazara, one of the same value at 
Kot Bhai and Sayadpur. Amar Singh, the father of Kalian 
Singh, was a very distinguished soldier. He was known as 
Amar Singh, Kalau (great); while the father of Sardar 
Mahtab Singh Majithia was known as Amar Singli, Khurd 
(small). 

When Diwan Ram Duyal was killed in Hazara, Amar 
Singh Satan was appointed Governor of that country. At 
first he- held it in tolerable quiet; but finally quarrelled with 
Mahomed Khan Turin, a Chief of note, and at Taragsrh gave 
a severe defeat to the tribes, D blind, Tarin, Tonol and KarnK 
who Lad taken up arms in his favour. Thu battle was over, 
the enemy had taken to flight, and the Sikh force had retired 
from, the field, when Amar Singh, thirsty and fatigued, went 
down to the little stream Sumandnr to bathe and drink. Ho 
had only a few horsemen with him; and a number of the enemy 
returning, and seeing the weakness of the little party, came 
down and killed Amur Singh and bis followers after a 
L desperate defence. For a month the body of the Sardar was 
left on the ground where he fell i but at last the Sikhs 
recovered it, and it was burnt with due honours. 

To this day in Tnsafzai the name of Amar Singli is well 
remembered; and the people still show a large tree, pierced 
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through and through with an arrow, which they say wag shot 
from the bow of A mar Singh. Atar Singh was some time after 
allowed to have the management of the old family llaka of 
Dbani, though he did not hold it in jagir. lie was killed in 
Hazara in 1843, and his only son Surat Singh succeeded him 
This young man was stationed at Peshawar with his sowars, and 
during the first Panjab War in lS4o-4fi had to keep order about 
Nans hero, which was in a very unsettled state. When Raja 
Lai Singh waa Minister, he tried to induce Surat Singh to ex¬ 
change his jagir in Jhilam for one in the Bari Doab ; and when 
the Sardur would not consent, he seat his brother Amar fi ll an d 
to seize by force the jagir and the fort of Sayad Kaiem. 
Surat Singh resisted this violence; but he would Lave lieen 
overpowered had not Lai Singh’s Kashmir intrigues worked 
liia downfall at the close of 1846. As it was, a large portion 
of hifl jagiis were resumed, but were restored early in 1847. 
When the rebellion of 1843 broke out, Sardar Kalian Singh 
waa at Peshawar, where he was in command of the Orderly 
Regiment. Be remained faithful to the last, more from timidity 
than from loyalty, and when the Peshawar troops mutinied 
did his best to induce them to return to their duty. But 
when Sardar Glia tar Singh Atari wain arrived at Peshawar, 
Kuban Singh joined him, though unwillingly, and served with 
the rebel army till the end of the c&lnpaign. 

Sardar Surat Singh in no way shared liis cousin's 
misgivings or fears. He joined the rebellion from the first, 
and, indeed, was one of its exciters. It seems that so early aa 
July 1847 he bad talked treason with Sardar Cluitur Singh; 
and when ho was summoned from Peshawar in July 1843 to 
join Raja Slier Singh with five hundred horse, he had another 
meeting on the road with Chatar Singh, and brought to Raja 
Slier Singh his father’s injunctions torched. The defection 
of Raja Sher Singh appears to have been in a great measure 
owing to Surat Singh’s evil influence. The evidence of 
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Shekh Imnmudin Khan is to the effect, that at the meeting 
of Rnja Sher Singh’s officers at Multan on the night of the 
14th September, R a j a Shot- Singh tried to persuade his men 

to remain faithful ; but that Surat Singh harangued the 
soldiery, and by bia arguments so inflamed their passions, that 
the Raja oould only secure his safety by adopting the popular 
side aucl going over to Mulroj, When Sbar Singh left Multan, 
Surat 8in£h was placed in command of one division of his army ; 
two thousand men and two guns* On the march to Jalalpur, 
in the Gujaronwala district, this detachment committed many 
excesses. At Chaniot especially, where the population is 
Mahomedan, and at Jlning, the mosques were defiled and many 
of the inhabitants shamefully treated, Surat Singh also 
plundered two lakhs of Government money on its way to 
Multan. After the battle of Gujrat retribution came. The 
jsigirs of Surat Singhj worth Rs. 22,500, were confiscated, 
and be was removed to Banares, where he remained under 
surveillance on a pension ol Rs. ”20 per annum. 

Kalian Singh’s conduct was regarded with some pity, Ho 
had tried to remain faithful, but had not at last strength to resist 
the persuasions and example of others; but Ms criminality did 
not approach tlmt of Surat Singh. His jagirs were confiscated 
to the value of Rs, 40,000, but he was allowed a pension of 
Rs. 3,600 per annum, which he enjoyed till his death in 1853. 
When Kaban Singh lost his jagirs he was the owner of two 
elephants, which had been used on all occasions of state. But 
the Sardar considered that both be and bis elephants could 
not live in idleness upon bis pension, and determined to make 
them of use, He accordingly had a framework constructed, 
to the under side of which some twenty ploughs were fastened 
in a long line. To this he yoked his elephants ; and the 
sagacious animals ploughed the Majitha fields as if they had 
been bore to the work ; and people used to come from all 
quarters to see the wonderful sight. He abo had a very large 
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well and Persian wheel constructed, and made die elephants 
irrigate the fields which they had ploughed. 

The Mutiny of 1857 found Sardnr Snrat Singh still in 
exile at Banarea. Adversity had taught him wisdom ; und 
he was now as warm in Ms loyalty as lie Lad before been 
active in* rebellion. On the 4tk June 1857 the 87th X, L 
were broken up at Banare?, and some suspicions movement 
being observed in a corps of Ludhiana Sikhs present on the 
ground, the guns, which were being served against the 37th, 
were tinned against the Sikhs. The whole affair seems to 
have been a miserable mistake ; and there is no reason to believe 
that the corps was anything but loyal. Bnt it was not 
prepared for so severe a test of its loyalty, and accordingly 
charged the guns ; but. was repulsed with great loss and driven 
from the field. It happened that the Banarea Treasury, which 
contained several lakhs of rupees and the jewels of the 
Mali a rani Jindan, valued at twenty lakhs, was guarded by a 
detachment of the Sikh regiment which had been cut up* 
Hard by the Treasury was the Collector's Court, u strong 
masonry building, on the roof of which some twelve Civilians 
had taken their stand to defend the treasure and their own 
lives in the event of an outbreak. When the Sikh guard 
heard of the fate of their comrades, their agitation and rage 
was extreme, and they would certainly Lave mutinied, seized 
the treasure, and attacked the Europeans, had not Sardar 
Surat Singh gone in among them and, by his personal 
influence and expostulations, kept them to a sense of theit* 
duty. Through that long June night, the Sardar, ably 
seconded by Pandit Gokal Chand, argued and entreated till, 
towards morning, the little party were escorted to the mint by 
a European force. At Jaunpnr, another detachment of the 
Ludhiana Regiment was stationed. When these men heard 
of the destruction of their regiment, they rose in fury, shot 
their Commanding officer, murdered the Joint Magistrate, and 
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marched to Lucknow witli the treasure. But for the gallantry 
and loyalty of Surat Singh, the name tragedy might have 
taken place at Bauares. Some time later, the Sardar com¬ 
manded the force sent to bring in the Soil an pur fugitives, and 
on several other occasions showed conspicuous gallantry in the 
field. On the 6th July, when engaged with a body of Rajputs 
who had attacked Benares, he was severely wounded by a sabre* 
enfc on thfc thigh, which confined him to his bed for some 
months, and from the effects of which he became lame. 

For his services during 1857, the Supreme Government 
granted Sardar Surat Singh a pension of Rs. 4,800 per 
annum, and a valuable jfigir in perpetuity at Pumri in the 
Gorakhpur district, North-West Provinces, He also received 
permission to return to the Punjab* 

From liis return to Hajithia in 1861 until his death. Raja 
Surat Singh devoted much of liis time to the improvement of 
his property. He was an active nmn, of business habits. In 
1875 he was appointed an Honorary Magistrate, and was 
invested with civil judicial powers, which he exercised at 
Majithia, building n commodious Court-house at his own 
expense. Li 1877, on the occasion of the Dddi Imperial 
Assemblage, the title of Raja was conferred upon him. In 
the same year he received the Companionship of the Star of 
India. The Raja died io 18S1 at Majithia, leaving two son?-, 
Umrao Singh and Sundar Singh. Their mother, Rani Karam 
Kaur, died in 1875. The management of the estate and the 
guardianship of the sons devolved upon Sardar Captain Gulub 
Singh Atariwalu, under the supervision of the Court of Wards. 
On the death of Captain Gulub Singh in 1887, LalaGarmukh 
Roi, a Pleader of Amritsar, was appointed to the charge. In 
November 1882 the minors were entered on the rolls of the 
Government School, Amritsar. Sardar Umrao Singh has 
passed Entrance Tests of the Panjab and Calcutta Universities. 
He and his brother are studying in the Aitchison College at 
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Lahore. Sardar Sundar Singh passed the Middle School 
Examination in 1888. In 1883 Sardnr Umrao Singh was . 
married to the daughter of Captain Go lab Singh. Snrdar 
Sondar Singh was married in 1887 to the daughter of Sardar 
Bishau Singh of Kandaula in the Ludhiana district, maternal 
uncle of the Raja of Faridkot. She died in the same year. 

In lien of hi 1 ? pension of Rs. 4,800, Raja Surat Singh was in 
1874 awarded njagir of the same amount in perpetuity, to 
descend integrally; the successors being chosen by Govern¬ 
ment. The annual income of the estate is about Bs. 50,000, 
of which fis. 40,000 is from the Oudli property in the 
Gorakhpur district. Sardar Snndar Singh lias tjuite recently 
married a daughter of Sarrlar Sir Atnr Singh, K.C.I.E., 
Chief of Badaur in tile Ludhiana district. The expense; of 
the ceremony were entirely regulated by the new rules 
formulated by the bride's father. This is the first marriage 
in the upper classes at which these regulations were respected. 
They have for their object the repression of one unnecessary 
source of debt in most Indian families, namely, lavish hospi¬ 
tality and extravagant accessories on occasions of betrothal and 
marriage. 

A sister of Sardar Umrao Singh married in 1589 a son 
of the late Sardar Ajit Singh Alawalpuria, of Jalandhar. 
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The ancestors of Bhai Pardaman Singh resided at Chaniot 
in the Jhaag district, and several of thorn at different times 
erdered the service of the Mabomedan Chiefs of Multan ; but 
the early history of the family is in no way important. Ram 
Singh became a Sikh and a follower of Gum Govind Singh. 
He was a zealous preacher of the Sikh faith, in his own part 
of the country, so much so that the Multan authorities grew 
alarmed and ordered his arrest; but he received timely informa¬ 
tion, ami was able to escape to Amritsar. The Multan 
Governor took Surat Singh, the only sou of Ram Singh, 
into his service, and the father, thinking all danger to be 
post, returned home, where ho died shortly afterwards. 
Surat Singh then left Multan and wandered about the 
country as his father had done, preaching the Sikh faith ; and 
his conduct excited the same suspicions. He contrived to get 
a wav to Amritsar with most of hia property, and was soon 
patronized by the Chiefs, who were at that time becoming 
powerful, and was placed in charge of the building of the 
Darbar SaMb, the Sikh temple at Amritsar. In the Jalandhar 
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Doah ho acquired a small jagir, where he built ft fort, and then 
returned to Amritsar, where he died. 

In 1806 Maharaja Runjit Singh conquered the plain 
portion of the JalandW Doab; but he allowed Sant Singh to 
retain his jagir, and he appointed him to succeed his father in 
the superintendence of repairs and decorations of the Darbar 
Sahib. Rhai Sant Singh was no contemptible soldier, and 
on several occasions he served with credit. During the 
Campaign of 1321 the Maharaja was engaged in the siege of 
a small fort on the way to Mankera. Suddenly the sky 
grew dark, and a violent storm came on. Ranjit Singh was 
caught by a furious blast of wind and thrown into the ditch 
from which the earth for the batteries had been excavated. 
Sant Singh saw his fall and, knowing that it is an ill wind 
that blows nobody any good, sprang into the ditch and, 
lifting the Maharaja in liis arms, carried him in triumph to 
his tent, For this service he received jagir:? in the Amritsar 
and Sialkot districts to the value of Rs. 6,800. Whether this 
story be false or true, it is certain that Sant Singh’s jagirs 
were numerous, and that he stood high in the favour of the 
Maharaja. 

About this time Bhai Giirdas Singh, who had been a 
reader cf the Grant h in the Darbar Sahib, died; and Sant 
Singh, in grief for hia loss, determined to give up worldly affairs 
and devote himself to reading and expounding the scriptures. 
In the room of his father came to Court Gurmukh Singh, who 
soon became as great a favourite us Sant Singh had been. 
Bhai Sant Singh was called Gain* {one who meditates on 
divine things), and was held in much respect till his death. 
He wrote a commentary on the Bama-yano, and a trealise on 
the rite of the jmhtd, or Sikh baptism. 

When Pavdaman Singh was thirteen, the Maharaja took 
him into his service, and gave him the jagir of Kaiiwal, worth 
R* . 1,100. Bhai Gurmukh Singh had not enjoyed much 
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influence during the life-time of Ran jit Singh, for hi* enemy, 
Bhai Ram Singh, was high in the favour of the Maharaja. 
With Nao Nahal Singh he had still less influence; and when 
the prince was killed lie took up the cause of Prince Sher 
Singh warmly, for the principal reason that Ram Singh was 
leader of the rival party of Mai L'hnnd Knur. 

When Slier Singh became Maharaja he did not forget 
the services of Gurmukh Singh, whom he treated with great 
consideration, and to -whom he gave large jagirs. But the 
real power was kept by Raja Dhian Singh, the Minister, in 
Ids own hands. The Maharaja, though he hated Dhian 
Singh., and knew his unpopularity with the nation, could not 
get rid of him. He, however, placed off Gurmukh. Singh 
against him ; and tiio Bind, from his religious character and 
long friendship with the Maharaja, could not lie excluded 
from the presence, But otherwise, the contest lie tween the 
statesman and the priest was most unequal, Gurmukh Singh 
was supported hy no powerful party; he was without character 
or .ability; while Raja Dhian Singh was the ablest man of his 
day, subtle, plausible, cautious, though bold even to audacity 
in attacking and destroying his declared enemies. 

Throughout the reign of Sher Singh, the Bhai intrigued 
ngavnst Raja Dhian Singh and joined in the Sindhanwnlia 
conspiracy against his life. When Rajn Htr-n Singh, son of 
the murdered Minister, rose to pow r or, he, at the instigation of 
Bhai Ram Singh and Miaar Bal Singh, arrested Gurmukh 
Singh with his friend Misar Beli Ruin, the Tushakhania, 
and made them over for custody to Shekli lxnamudin Khan, 
by whom they were put to death. Bhai Ram Singh w'os a far 
abler man than hk rival Gurmukh Singh, but of no higher 
character. Both were unscrupulous and scheming men, and 
both made religion a clonk for their ambition and intrigue. 

After the death of Gurmukh Singh, nil the estates of 
the family were confiscated, and their ha uses and personal 




336 


THE PANJAB CHIEFS, 


property seized Bhai Pardsraan Singh and his brothers 
were imprisoned at Amritsar, placed in irons, and treated 
with the greatest severity, The religious bodies of the city 
made great efforts to obtain their release; and, at last, 
P&nlnnmu Singh contrived to escape, and with his youngest 
brother Arj&u Singh fled to Ludhiana, where he remained 
under protection of the British Government till the murder 
of Him Singh allowed him to return to Lahore. The four 
brothers obtained the release of a portion of their jagiis in 
the Amritsar district, amounting to Es. 5,4-38, Bhai Parda- 
man Singh then set out to Hard war to perform liis father's 
funeral rites, and was promised that on his return the other 
jngirs of Gunnukh Singh should be released. On Iiis return 
his houses at Amritsar were made over to him, and he would 
have probably recovered the rest of the property had not the 
war with the English commenced while his ease was still 
pending, followed by the annexation of the country in 1841 }, 
The jagir of Es. 5,188 at Moclial and Knler Glinma was released 
for the lives of the brothers, subject to payment of one- 
quarter revenue. The British Government could do do more 
for the family. Bhai Guraukb Singh had acquired his large 
possessions a* much by his intrigues as his sanctity, tie played 
for a liigk stake, wealth and political power, and lost; and 
although the Sikh Government, and especially the army, filled 
with remorse for the murder of the Bhai, which their own 
evil passions had allowed, would probably have again placed 
Lia family in an influential position, yet the British Govern¬ 
ment could not be expected to feel either sympathy or remorse. 

Bliai Pardamnn Singh accompanied Sardar Lubna Singh 
Map thin to Bonfires hi 185:4. He was afterwards appointed 
Superintendent of the repairs of the Durbar Sahib at Amrit¬ 
sar* and had charge of jngirs to the amount of Ra. 4,000 per 
annum, released in perpetuity for the support of the temple. 
Hu was a man of great energy and public spirit, and took a 
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keen interest in all that concerned the affairs of the Durbar 
Sahib ami the city generally. He was a Member of the Board 
of Honorary Magistrates of Amr itsar. He died in IS 75, 

Bhfli Gurbakhslt Singh Has been recognized as His father’s 
successor, and Has received the vacant chair in Viceregal 
Darbar- He is a young man of some promise, and Has been 
carefully educated under tlie. Court of Wards, having passed the 
Entrance Examination of the Pan jab University, Three-fourths 
of his father's jagir, or Rs, 720 per annum, has been continued 
to Gnrbakhsh Singh for life, and his mother is in receipt of an 
annual pension of two hundred and forty rupees. 

The Other property belonging to llio fumily consists of a 
lnrge garden in Amritsar, a Bungah uj the Golden Temple, 
some shopr: in different parts of the city, besides a house at 
Hard war. Gnrbakhsh Singh will shortly attain his majority, 
when lie will doubtless occupy the pi;tee held by his father as 
Manager of the Temple Works and Repairs. 

Bhti Arjan. Singh died in I860. His 3 on Juwnhir Singh 
enjoyed an allowance from Government of one hundred 
rupees per annum, which ceased when he attained his majority 
in 1882. Arjan Singh’s widow receives a pension of Ra. 250 
per annum from the Amritsar Treasury. 

Jawahir Singh has fallen into evil ways, and has squan¬ 
dered all he possessed. 

Madhosudrm Singh entered the service in 1857 as a Jema¬ 
dar of ten sowars, raised by His brother. He was present at the 
capture of mutineers at Ajnala in the same year, and, having 
been made a Rnsaldar, was sent to Thanesar, where he died in 
1884. His widow has a life-pension of Rs, 250 per annum. 

Laima Singh, the remaining brother, was a Kaib-Taludl- 
dar; but, owing to domestic bereavement?, caused by the death 
of his wife and two sons, he retired from the service twenty 
years ago. He is a man of intelligence, and takes a warm in* 
terest in female education. 
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Like the Majitbia Chiefs, Sardar Jaaa Singh is of the 
Sliergil Jat tribe. Chaudliri Sarwani, the fifteenth in descent 
from Slier, the founder of the tribe, built the village of 
Naushahra, otherwise Icnowu as Raipur Sarwani, during the 
reign of the Emperor Shah Johan, and yraa permitted to hold 
it rent-free as remuneration for collecting the revenues of the 
surrounding districts. For several generations the family 
lield the office of Chaudliri, paving the revenue into the Im¬ 
perial Treasury* until Mirza Singh joined the confederacy of 
Sardare Jai Singh anil Uokikat Singh Knnliya, about 1752, 
and obtained, as his share of the conquered territory, the 
villages of Ratangnrh, Uchak, Bhori, Bhikuchak, Raru- 
pur, Saluwal, Malkana and several others, worth Rs. 1-5,000 
per an m ini. 

Mirza Singh died in 1787, and Sardar Jaimal Singh, son 
of Hakikat Singh, immi ndful of the many and great services 
of the deceased, resumed the larger portion of his estates; and 
Bar Jar Fateh Singh Kanhya still farther reduced them. 
When, however, the sons of Mirza Singh grew up, Samar 
Nadhan Singh Kanhya granted them Madhapur and Salowal 
in the Husliiarpur district, worth K.'. 1,500; and Mai Sada 
Kaur, the mother-in-law of Ran jit Singh, gave to Kuban 
Singh the villages of Bhogar, Bariolah and Koliala, worth 
Ra, 2,000. When Ranjii Singh seised the possessions of the 
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Kanhya Misal,Eabau Singh lost the last-named villages; but 
be was made an officer in the irregular cavalry, and fought 
with his regiment at Kasur and in the Knngra expedition of 
1809. When Sardar Desa Singh Majithia was made Governor 
of all the hill districts between the Bias and theSatlaj, Kahan 
Singh was placed under his orders; and from that time both he 
and his son Jasa Singh remained in the service of the Maj it hi a 
Cliiefs. They accompanied them in the field; filled Civil 
offices under them; and their history differs in no important 
respect from tkut of their feudal lords. 

Sardar Jasa Singh had for two years charge of the Sikh 
temple at Amritsar, under Sardar Lahna Si ugh Majithia, 
After Lnhija Singh’s departure for' Banares, Jasu Singh 
renamed in the employ of the Lahore Darbar; but on 
the annexation of the Panjab he was thrown out of 
employ, and his cash pension of Bfc. 770 resumed. He 
held jagirs to the value of lib. 2,800, chiefly in the 
Gurdaspur district, at Malkana, Hayati, Salowal, Bahram- 
pnr, Malkawala, Ratangurh and Shcrgarli, besides two 
wells and a garden at Naoshekra Nungal, where ho usually 
resided. These jagirs are upheld in perpetuity to the family. 

Haraam Singh, the only son of Sardar Jasa Singh, 
was a Deputy Inspector of Police, He died in 1888. 
ftanjit Singh, brother of Kalian Singh, was never under 
the ilajithia Chiefs. Ho was soon after the death of his 
father made a Commandant of Cavalry in Raja Him Singh’s 
brigade, inheriting n half share of his father’s estate. He 
served at Multan, Bannu, Peshawar and elsewhere, but was 
not a man of any note. He was killed in 1848, fearing one 
son, WggawiL Singh, then a child six montlis old, who died in 
his i nfanc y, 

Kara am Singh left a son, Arur Singh, who at the tune of 
his father's death was four years of age. The estate was brought 
under the Cgurt of Wards, anti was administered successively 
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by the late Sarto Gulab Singh Bhagowalin and Ajit Singh 
of Atari* In 1885 Sardar Arur Singh attained his majority 
anil took charge of bis affairs. H Idle a IV nrd of Loiut hia 
education was not neglected, he having mad up to the 
Entrance Standard. Sardar Arur Singli is Ala Lanibardar 
of Naoshehra and, in virtue of this office, he holds twenty-five 
ghumnos of kind in addition to eighty-live gbuinaos situated 
in the Gunlospur district. He also owns some bouse pro¬ 
perty in Amritsar city, bringing up his annual income to 
about five thousand'rupee* Being a young man of consider¬ 
able intelligence ho has been nominated a Member of the 
Amritsar Lnenl Hoard; and in 1888 he was appointed to the 
Bench of Honorary Magistrates in tho city of Amritsar. 
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from the invasions of Nadir Shall and Almiad. Hindi, and 
the eTdr-incrPiit'-D^ diJiPB^hOM of liio v’ikhs, who wen 
rapidly gaining strength and boldness. In a fight with 
th& Afghani no loss than twenty-six of his relatives fell; and 
Kftwnl Nain bimseil escaped with difficulty. He died young, 
leaving im only son, Cbaju Mai, then a boy of about ten years. 

of age . , 

Wbf‘n Chapa Mai grew up, lie entered the service of 
garrbir J&i Singh Kanhyn, Chief of the moat powerful of the 
Sftb Confederacies. He rereived a command in the Sutler's 
j orW and accompanied roost of tb<» expeditions against the 
neighbouring Chiefs. He «h present at the battle of Aehal 
in-1783, wht n Uurbakhsh Singh, son or Su-dar .hit Singh, 
■was killed fighting against. Jasa Singh unniparliia and 
Mahan Singh Search okia, After this he wap made Chandhri 
of the ECanhya Kfttrw, or gaiter ui the town of Amritsar 
then tiring int o importance; and on the death of dat Singh 
he Mill held (he post under that Chiefs dnughter-dn-Iaw, Mai 
S n ,u Kaur. The neighbouring H»rdm, thought that the 
principality ruled by a woman must V an easy prey; but 
the ladv. w«Il backed by Chajn Mol, held out bravely. 
Several umoB had the latter to defend lus Katnt against 
na&ault and on one occasion in repulsing the Bnmgaihias he 
received two spear wounds. He reduced the customs duties 
by more than ft half, and thus attracted many merchant?, 
whti settled in the Kanina Katra, The young llanjit Smgh, 1 
who after his marriage with the daughter of Sad a Emir used 
to visit Amritsar cautiously, for b ar of his enemies the 
Bfcungis, was nccustvincdto pul up with Ch&ju Mai, and re- 
ct^ved much assistance from him in obtaining possession of 
•he dty m 18G3. "With Rnmasand lie directed, the collection 
, [ the cn^oms at Amritsar rill IS 13, when he was sent to 
Katigra, win re he renmined three yvays, and then obt,lined 
.penoiasion to mat- a pilgrimage to-Hard war and Bannrea 



AMRITSAR DISTRICT, *93 

On Ida return in 1820 he did not again engage in public 
business; for the Maharaja had confiscated all the possessions 
of Sada Kaur, on whose account Chflju Mai had first entered 
Bun jit Singh’s service, lie died in 1822. 

His eldest son Balia Bam had received an unusually good 
education. He was well acquainted with Sanscrit, Persian 
and Hindi; and bad, besides, a fair knowledge of mathematics 
and physical science. In 1811 he was placed in charge of 
the Amritsar district, and showed groat energy in the sup¬ 
pression of dacoity and highway robbery. Ban jit Singh was 
BO pleased with Ids zeal that he made him in 1812 chief of 
the department of Customs. At this time neither Kashmir, 
Multan, nor the Derajat had been conquered ; but, as each 
was acquired, it was placed under the management, as far us 
referred to the customs, of Balia Bam, Before his appoint¬ 
ment there had been no regular system of collecting the 
customs; but each Chief got as much out of merchants passing 
through his territories as he possibly could. Balia Earn 
largely increased the revenue from the salt mines of 
Pind P ndnn Khun, and introduced the rawana or passport 
system* 

In IS21, when the Sikh army was engaged in the Mankera 
Campaign, Sardar dai Singh Atariwalu rose in rebellion, 
and Misar Balia Rain with other Sardnrs was despatched 
against him. With a considerable force he attacked Kalar 
Kahnr, the stronghold of the rebel Sardar, reduced it, and 
forced Jai Singh to fly to Dost Mahomed Khan of Kabul for 
protection. In 1830, Balia Bam, whose energy and probity 
had made him enemies at Court, fell into disgrace; chiefly, 
it is said, through the influence of Karpa Bam Chopra, and 
uraa ordered to pay a fine of a lakh of rupees. He was in 1833 
made keeper of the Records. In 1841 he discovered at 
Makhad in the Rawalpindi district a sulphur nib ^ jjjj£ 
so pleased Ma haraja 3 her gb gh^at ** ™J agip 

.. s' ~- 
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of Its. 11,000 in tlie Jandiflla Ilaka, with a Persian title of 
honour. 

Sahib David, the second eon of Misar Ralia Kara, had 
entered the Sikh service as a Munshi in the Customs depart¬ 
ment under his father; and in 1832 he was transferred to 
the Paymaster’s office of the regular army. In 1839 he was 
made chief of the Customs of Jalandhar, anti held this appoint¬ 
ment till the close of the Satin] Campaign, After the separa¬ 
tion of the huge district of Jlmng from the province of 
Midum, of which it formed nearly a third, in 1840 Misar 
Ralift Ram was appointed its Kardar, and both ho and Sahib 
Duval were appointed to revise the system of imposts. In 
August 1847 both father and son received Persian tides of 
honour, and in September of the same year the whole cus¬ 
toms of the country were placed under their superintendence. 
They were to render accounts every fifteen days, one copy 
direct to the Resident and one to the Durbar, and liad 
authority to appoint and remove all subordinate officials. 
The chief burden oE the new arrangements fell upon Misar 
Hahih Dnyal; for his father was now an old man, and the 
greatest credit is due to him for the zeal and ability with which 
he carried out a system which must, in many particulars, 
have been opposed to his own ideas of finance. 

Under the old Sikh administration duty was levied on almost 
every article whatever. Little care was taken to discriminate 
between luxuries and necessaries; or equitably to adjust the 
burden of taxation between the rich and the poor. Fuel, 
vegetables, com, ghi, and other necessaries to the poorest man 
had all to pay duty. The taxation was not only ill-adjusted, 
hut was also realized in the most vexations manner. The 
country was covered with customs-houses, at which the 
traveller or merchant was subjected to insolence, extortion 
-"■v. Every town had its own peculiar dues. An 
ie tjsyffinXusfc psy import duty ; a second 
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duty was demanded on its transfer to the shop; and a. third, if 
it were a gHin exported into the country. Yet the advantage 
to the Government from the heaviness of the customs duties 
was in no way proportional to the vexation to the people and 
hindrance to commerce caused by them. Under forty-eight 
heads the customs yielded ti gross revenue of Rs. 16,37,114, 
while the expense of collection was Ra. 1,10,000, or nearly 
seven per cent. The accounts of Diwan Wulraj, who 
was the Manager of the salt mines of Find Dad an Khan nntil 
they were placed tinder Ralia Ram, showed that out of returns 
of Rs. 8,18,820, thirty per cent, was lost by wastage and 
expenses of management. 

Under Major H. Lawrence, the Resident , and his brother 
John Lawrence, ably seconded by ilisar Kalin Ram and Sahib 
Dayal, the whole system was changed. The custom-houses, 
the transit and town dues were abolished. Three frontier lines 
were established : one along the Bias and the ftatlaj; one along 
the Indus; and the third on the north-east frontier for the com¬ 
merce of Kashmir. The new customs wore limited to twenty- 
two articles, which were estimated to yield Rs. 13,04,822 at 


u cost .of - piW tion of Jla. JiyQlXb or less than 3 per cent. 
* The new revenue was to bo raised by Abkxri licenses, a 
' light coll m Ferries estimated t> yield a lakh, and by better 
' and mof i e* .momical management of the salt mines. This 
relief to c rauu rce wt..- affected at a loss of only one- 
'eighth of customs cevunUp After annexation the customs 
duties were abolished throughout the Punjab ; but six years 
later the excise yielded six lakhs, and the salt revenue nineteen 
Lthhs ; mid tr >ra the tvtnoval of restrictions to commerce, the 
Country hjul increased in material prosperity to an unprece¬ 
dented extent. 


In November 1847 Misar Sahib Dayal received the 
title of UtjAstn-iM -h W/. • r. fn June 1848, three months 


i after the outbreak at Multan, 8hai iiaharaj Singh, a disciple 
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of the celebrated Baba Bir Singh, having collected a large 
number of disaffected men, set out from, tlie Manjjha to join the 
rebel Mulraj av Multan. None of the Sikh troops would attempt 
hi h arrest; but Misar Sahib Duval, then Kardnr of Jbang, 



answer that he proceeded no further. Thin was fortunately 
effected. Some irregulars, with part of the 14th Dragoons, 
pursued the force of the Bhai; Langur Khan of Sahiwal, 
Malik Sal lib Khan Tawana and other Muhomednn Chiefs hung 
on its rear ; nnd by the time that the Bhai reached Jhang his 
fprce had diminished to twelve hundred exhausted men, who 
were attacked vigorously by Baba Mali Singh, Tab si ldar, with 
the fgrees of Misar Sahib Dayal, nnd driven into the swollen 
Clmiinb, where more than half the number were drowned, and 
those who escaped the sword and the river were taken as 
prisoners to Lahore. 

Throughout tlie war the services of Sahib Dayal anti Lis 
father were important and numerous. They preserved order 
in the Rechna and in part of the Chaj Doab, ami furnished 
large supplies of grain to the British army on its march. Sahib 
Dayal, when the rebel Shur 8ingh was marching up from Mul¬ 
tan, seized upwards of two thousand head of mules, camels and 
bullocks belonging to the Raja, and. thus materially checked 
the advance of the rebel army, if it did not alter the direction 
of its march. In November Misar Sahib Dayal was selected 
by the Resident to accompany the head-quarters camp of 
the British army on the part of the Darbar. In the perform¬ 
ance of tliis duty the Misar showed the greatest intelligence 
and zeal. He procured excellent information of the move¬ 
ments of the enemy, and kept the army well supplied with 
provisions. He afterwards, with Nawab I maraud in Khan, 
SSakandar Khan, Banda Kh 


join the force of Colonel T 
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oi the pmcijj;ii re feds vas useful in di*«nmr.g the 
country. 

On annajcii- m, &e Lpr of ii f . 1,100 of Rails R*un, wir.b 
H cash sliovrance q[ Ra. ira*nuktaWt'to him Ear Ufa; 

Rs* 8,200 of the r:> 3 h f;» d scepd to hih son Shankar Nath, 
i’o Sahib Dttyal was ■: jiifhuted Ids jr.yir of Ea, 5,'lrO, with 
;v cask allow,iset- of Rs. 2 ,3< H> ft»r life. Of the jagh-, |2 ygft 
Tv^rs to .lea^iui for three ^perstluiit, jus-j! Rs. 1,200 w«ra 
granted ill perpetuity, Both Italia ttjufi ami HshL Da;sv i- 
noli His;:. &q ms* who over held the hum of the salt mines 
Liiled to.gmw tirb.; for Uiu coni,raster paid a tvrtiun sum to 
UovaauBOfxt, umiudly, and might, wglj, m h, pleased, sr.hu own 
{ P^*w asd-tteiu. to tile hunda of go nMe a man t» JRrtliu Earn 
the-salt conLiiiob wa-j a great of wealth, though Is«> in 

no ■■■ ay forsi ; hi* duty to the State, in ra^anl for Liu petscwml 
interest^, The Lahore Govtoiiikinfc usd lew fiervctife an able 
a- K ilia Rain and Saliib Dc> a], and it !■■■, i untie 04 hotr-H . 
T}i -y were, in. Clio last corrupt d ays of the admmifcfinitkm, 
Rjnast (tie only men du uianMIy r.ud faithfully did. their 
dniy , anti who hid the wisdom to uTi h rstiind and support tL ;< 
yuligld' ned policy of the British Resident; t,W only policy 
_ vrbkh could have saved tin- ctjuntry from. tl& vilu Ksf 
aiitrwards cum*- upon it. 

In 1 e !<», both R&fc, Ram and Sahib TKyal fefj th« <m 

^Wj^riniiige to Efe holy citfes. Ratm Lain, who Ud fe*a_ 
ipda Diwsn by the Sikh (3.-reri.;n :'jt of I£47 tm in Hoi 
createto a Raja; and Sahib D -yal alio receive*! tl*a .<,metitle. 
ff*‘ier. ^erc honours fetter nterfe l Roja Edfe Ram never 
*»^nw to the Punjab, aui die-i at, B,marts in April IStid. 
Rujfi ?. J.ni Duo il camo lia> : in 1351 and resided at Kislut"-* 
Minin, Aioritsar <tis,rir% a town of which he may ba said 
be the founder, wh&m he built a Mian thafeo temple^ a tank 

w$Hs, Uonxitj ,the mutinies of 1S57, Rnja Suinb 
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HWmmouf. mid waived ftlchOai of R»* 1 .<>00. In lSGOhe 

mv n.'d mi .'i^ditbnal grunt. ia perpetuity ftf * i'^ ir oi 

Uh. C- 00, fci feetHvarr 18S4 be was ap|i|jfiuted a member 

. * jf* i r ■%«<! K«nl.’ Ins - in G» 1 - 


r ,f tilt* Le^t&trve Coraifiii] of Tuibti, and toot Ins west in 
■‘iitTn, r-iurim r to the Pin Jab fit the &«** of the 
Ho filed at Artntsnr i« mi : ,gutted by t01 clones. His raro 
sooiv Had dl .fd-hi UnjlHutlierV lifetime, anti tV f*® 3 ? i ft ^ v 
paused to hi.i (finiidjpu 'fkiksf HutkLsIiiUi Singh, wa ° c 
Bnn«i Ul. Thv other giwidflen, M bar Chaud* is a ’ presui t 
reading inthe Aitchwon Qollbge, Lahore. 


Tin ether son* of Iv ilia tiani may ba briefly noticed. 
Ajndbia Ihtrsfc&d, the el iestj'was of a retiring deposition, -ml 
employed hpNftff m' Oration. fie died yomig,' and hk son ‘ 

,Jni siup.il was employ *:d on$r Rid<n Ruin in tin cw*to®B 
p depart rnmL Jai Hop* 1 (lied ia 1 rf&J. Hi, son Dina Nath is a 

, % p■■: ih-Tahsilthn in tht? Labor di>' riot. HVo others of ltl* «us. 

'Bi-ihan IS 4 th nmi B -suat Rom, bare settled in Bftnftres* ’i iio 
jwogent, Bimwai-i LJ, recoivyi a pension of Rs. 120 par 
a^uum fhuring hir nmictrfty- 

(inian Cband wa?, in the AluJiarai i'ti time, at the head of. 
tbe office of salt revtnnc at. Pittd DadftU Kims under '*aisi 
Guiah Singh. I'mkr the F-mL-h CommoH-nt Uo wa ap- g : 
pointed TidfidUla* of Pmd Dad u Khan out retired m i-S5 : v t ■ 
.and settled at Amritsar, frltei**- in' 1802 Itt *•» appoint'd *ui- 
Honorary Magistrate, which office la* filled -with credit h> him* k , 
*s«H md tu i (ics-atifFiw.i.inn or the people. He died ,i Amni*r 
.^ in u:s. Ite LaeVmi Sahai, Kalin Assistifit C 

h’ia . liLsr rion. tufty be regarded us the leading member of the 
fhaniv. Til?*-second son, Bhagilt Ruin, is a Tahsjllhtr in the 
*?&mu State, has SuLai'i^rUer s*% Dnvt Snhai, '■- 

■xtrio in the ‘T re ice of the Maliarajft a(Jnana ns a fcw4* 

tfrn .In nmTn Hi if in SjfiitTfcfl iSfl It tftMTuHrt' 07^1 





His Vvcou*! son Jawal* Sahai Is r^tmi -nt at tt - 

lie has pftE^ed the B. A. aid his 
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Dsuno is on the list o! accepted candidates for an Extra Assist¬ 
ant Commissionership. The brothers, Laduni Sahai and 
Bhagat Earn, hold jointly one hundred and twenty ghumaos of 
land in the Amritsar Taki=i] ( and sbety ghumaos in Tahsd 

Find Dadan Khan* _ * 

Shankar Nath first received an appointment in the Amrit¬ 
sar Mint, and was then made Assistant in the Chech and 
Hazara districts. During the rebellion of 1848-49, lie, like 
all his brothers, did good service, and preserved a semblance 
of order about Batola, Dinanagar, and Pathankot. He died 
m 198? at Uanares, where he had been residing for some years. 

Hi* sons live at Amritsar. . 

Sardar Harehanm Daa began public life as an Mutant 
in the Customs Department; tat liming the AVimrat of Baja 
Him Singh he was mads commandant of seven hundred .oren 
in the Mnlmjia Darn. In HS« he was appointed by the 
Darbar, JdnMi or Judge of Lahore, with the'‘ 
of liukwdauU. On annexation he held its. lyOta. 
which was confirmed to him while holding the office of Extra 
Assistant Commissioner, which had been conferred on bin, m 
place of the Judgeship. The Sardar resigned m 18od, and os 
iaoir was reduced to Bs. 3,MB. He lived at Amritsar, be- 
tween which city and Lahore he, at his own expense, limit 
a handsome Sarai. The family hare always been known for 
benevolence and liberality, which is testified to by the many 
works of public utility and convenience which have been con- 
stracted at their expense in many parts of the Panjsb 
Besides those already mentioned, the bars, near the Eambagh 
gate of Amritsar was built by Baja Balia Bam ; also a harm 
anil temple by the Nagrahwal ferry on tic Bats, and a 
Masonry tank in the city of Amritsar. 

Sardar Hnrabaran Das died in 1S84. Hayagirs aggregst- 

ini’a*. 3,938 in the Amritsar and Guidaspur districts, lapsed 

on h death. He had also been in receipt of an allowance of 
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tfs, 1*200 per annum from the Kapurthek State. The 
Sardiii wa- ors of tho leading men In Amritsar, 61 which 
cit.F h« wn* an Honorary Ma&artfe iiis ciulditm Moldrara 
(hand and KLsbor (.’hand have an income pf about four 
■'i' iisand ruptra per .iimurn, including- u mail in severity-three 
glmmoos of land in Minus Kaftmda, Tafcsil Taraa Taran, 
AinnUiu-, attackei] to the Sarai on the Lahore Eoad already 
mcntraned; and an allowance of B». 1,500 from the Kapurtbnla 

fcuiu. The remainder is made up of rente from houses and 
ehopH. 
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Sirdar Sardul Singh Mim is of tho same descent as 
the Man S&rdars of Mogalclmk in the Gujarahirala dis* 
Some account of the Man Jut trib* rill } K f 7md 
the history of tin; Mognlctliak family. Tito branch 
the Man tribe to which Sard ul Sogh belongs }unl 
tninj generations been • resident, a' Manauwafa in tho 
itaor district, when, the viQagr- haying been plum 
destroyed about the year 1720, Tara Kii 
ijn-ti it with bis whole family, iuhl settled at JTtit 
rs-itt-lflw. Tiro Sikhs were at this 
rful; and Tern Singh with a band .*< ionemot 



ronipOB^^BKflyof mjjmbcra of hie own chut, Bcbv&J atit 
"itdd, t'dl Us> B^jera! villager m the Amritsar dj.nfj * ^ 


ityffi 



was an enterpriseg men, 
father in tho art of. 

aijn. He idfceil the Bhaiigi Co. 

c Ji (■; 


mu.* 
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acquired jogirsin the Lahore, Sinlkot and Amritsar districts. 
Ho rebralt Himanwalu and took up hi? residence there. 

Knram Singh was succeeded by his two sons. Rum t>ingh 
and Sham Singh. These young men, about 17SG, left the 
flhangi Misal and went over to Sardar Mahan Singh 
Sukarchakb* by whom they were very well treated, and 
allowed a share both in Ms fighting and his plunder, Rnm 
Singh does not seem to have had any enmity against his 
old associates, for ho married his only child, Bihi Snda Kanr, 
to a Bhang! Chief, Snrdar Sobha Singh Haluwalia, builder 
of Kila Sobha Singh in the Sialkot district, and son of Sardar 
13hug Singh Ualawnlm. In 1788 Rimi Singh died, and Ins 
younger brother Sham Singh was allowed to succeed to the 
whole estate. In 1790, however, Sardar Mahan Singh 
confiscated all but Mu unit wain and Ralinbadbo, worth 
Be. 20,000 per annum, which Sham Singh enjoyed till 
his death, giving no service during the life of Mahan Siugli; 
but under Ran jit Singh, furnishing a contingent of fifteen 
horsemen. 

Sardar Fateh Singh had been early introduced to Banjit 
Singh by his fathers and when Prince Klntrak Singh was a 
few years old Fateh Singh was appointed especially for his 
service. The Sardar served in the Kangra Campaign of 1809 ; 
at Dasha, where he was wounded in the shoulder; at Chunian, 
where ho was wounded in Ills hand ; and at Sahiwal, 
where, after the capture of the town from Fatah. Khan , he 
was appointed Commandant, and where he remained for a year. 
In 1811 he received from Kharak Singh, from Ms personal 
{States, a jagir worth Rs. 1,00,000, subject to the service of 
three hundred horse. Other Jagirdnrs, amounting with their 
contingents to seven hundred men, were also placed under bis 
command, and he was sent to Jama to reduce some insurgent 
to order; and after this he was sent with other fiard/s 
to Kulu and Kangra. He fought at the battle of At toe k jc.nd 

Jj 
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in the miserable Kashmir edition of 1814, he, with Biwaii 
Jiwan Mai, accompanied tlie detachment oi _ am . * 

the part of Prince Khan* Singh- boon after •= *-• 11 
Fateh Singh again sent to Janm to put down an ui survey 
tiotL In this he ^ successful, and brought m & 1 

ringleaders to Lahore. Bui Bhak Kam Singh, the jnukh .ir 
or confidential agent of F™de Khan* Singh, who hated 
Fateh Singh on account of hk power and influence, concocted 

a plot to destroy hie reputation. . 

Ho induced Gulab Singh and DUm Singh (afterwards 
Haias) to murder the two chief ringleaders, by name Trehdn 
nud Suthi ii, who had been concerned in the murder of tlieir 
uncle Mian Meta, and to release the other insurgents, who 
ih’ito their native hill- and aghm raised disturbance At 
os Bhaia Ram Singh anticipated, the rrince to very 
^ and turned the jagir which he had given to Patch 
Si °* h The Maharaja, however, took pity upon the disgraced. 

favourite, end gore him a jngir of Bo. *M» «*» f* 
allowance of 11- 15,000, subject, to the service of one hundred 
and imn4h, tareemen. At Malum, in ISIS, the reduet,on 
of the fort of Kot Bajni Khan was entrusted to the Bntrtar, 
andlm m» successful in Inking it. Ho uccompamed the 
' Kst-hinir expedition of lSlfi, and the next year eronaed iho 
s«bj an a visit to hie estate at lb** the JUhnrajn. who 

; as marching towards B.tnrtptatU, summoned lum ; bat ho 

oalv -cut his son Sordid Singh with the contingent, This 
conduct irritated Ban j it Singh, who. suspecting that.the Sardar 
was intriguing with the English, resumed all Ins jagire, with 

ueption of ilauauvrula. _ 

JjLa not till the capture of Mankero, in December 
SjTVhen Fateh Singh behaved gallantly, that lie TO taken 
r,m into favour, received new jagirs, and was made 
mhidant of the captured fort. He went mth the Maharaja 
- jawur in 1823, and afterwards accompanied the two 
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Bannu expeditions of Prince Slier Singh and Prince Khnrak 
Singh, while his son acted for liim at Mankera. 

In 182.9 the Surdiir was again placed in the suite of 
Prince Kharak Singh; anil two years later his son was 
recalled from AIankers and placed in command of a troop of 
cavalry. I11 1831 he a cc om panied Prince Slier Singh and 
General Ventura against the celebrated Say ad Ahmad, who 
had lost his influence with the Afghans, Trans-Indus, and 
had taken up his head-quarters at Balakot in Hazara, where 
he trusted for support to the tribes of Dhamtaur and Fakhli 
and to his Hindustani followers, Here he was attacked by 
the Sikhs ; the fort of Balakot was taken, and the Sayad 
himself with most of his followers slain, though it was 
afterwards declared that he escaped, the river opening to 
receive him. In 1834 the 9ardor went to Peshawar in the 
suite of Prince Kao Nahai Singh, and afterwards remained 
on duty at Bannu, Tank and Peshawar till the death of 
M ah am j a Ranj i t S mg 1 1 . When tl lflt eve 111 took pis ee. Ft it eh 
Singh was at Peshawar with Nao Kabul Singh; ami Sard ill 
Singh was at Tank. From the new Maharaja the Saitlar 
received additional jngirs at Kothari Khan, Gujaranwaln, 
worth Ha. 30,000, which made his estates amount to Rs. 83,000 
subject to the service of one hundred home. 

Sardul Singh served under General Ventura in 1840-41 
in the Mandi campaign, and at the siege and capture of 
Kanikigarh. In April 18-11 Fateh Singh, with seven hundred 
horse, was appointed to escort ten lakh s of treasure from 
Firozpur to Peshawar, ea route for Kabul, In February 
1845, when Raja Lai Singh, after long altercations with 
his rival Sardor Jawahir Singh, whom lie feared to leave 
behind at Lahore, consented to head the army proceeding 
against Raja Gulab Singh at Jamil, Fateh Singh Man 
was one of the Chiefs whom he insisted upon taking 
with him. Soon after joining the army, Lai Singh sent 
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Fateh Singh with some others to negotiate. The envoy 3 were 
received by Gulab Singh with all honour, and were amused 
for some days with the alternate promises of submission and 
threats of defiance, which the Raja had always in store 
for such occasions. At length they returned with the declara¬ 
tion of Gulab Singh that he would abido by the terms of 
the Treaty concluded by hia agents in Lahore. Ho denied the 
amount of the Lahore claims, but said that he would pay 
them if proved j and for tliis purpose requested that Wazir 
Bachna** Hira Nand and Ganpat Rai, confidential servants 
of his nephew Hira Singh, and upou whose authority the 
claims had boon made, should he sent to him. The envoys, 
accordingly, with these three men. returned to Jarau. 

Besides Fateh Singh Man, the deputation to Jamu consisted 
of Baba Mian Singh, an old Bedi of great sanctity, Rntan 
Chand Dogal, one of the most influential of the Mufcsadi or 
Munshi party, and Sanlar Shor Singh Atariwala. They 
remained at Jamn for some days, but could not come to any 
definite terms; for Gulab Singh was carrying on separate 
negotiations with the Sikh army, whose Fane hams were 
also in Jamu, 

At last, on the 28tli February, after n violent altercation 
between Wazir Bactum and the Raja, the latter gave four lakhs 
Of rupees as an earnest of the full discharge of the just claims 
against him, and the deputation took its leave. Passing 
through a hedge of thorns, which had been thrown round 
the town of Jamu, the envoys were fired at by a body of the 
Raja’s troops. Maniac Fateh Singh and Wazir Bachna were 


* ITuli! Lh? drikth Hahartiii Sfcsr DueFiri, a i a h a f 

Sholboj™™ ™ DuzigvofB^* liira Ulugh'. hiJ] litLr 

Jnlfc Whaa tbo I'kndic Trent to Lohoiit. nn llirjt Smah hecumiisir VlniaWf uAl„ 
mccueded him in th- billl with Uiu lit Id of H*4*ir- When liiifu Gabh 
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kiUml on the spot, bikI Diwan Gonpnt Rai, who was on the 
same elephant, with them, was mortally wounded and died 
the next day. Eaju tiulab Singh protested his innocence and 
his grid, aiul that the catastrophe had happened contrary to 
hi* wishes and life orders.- The Baba, Shew Singh and Ratnn 
Chand he detained at J&mu as hostages and as negotiators. 

That this assassination was planned by Gulab Singh 
there is no shadow of doubt. He had, it is true, no hostile 
feelings against Fateh Singh, but the Sard nr was upon tin? 
game elephant with the man he had determined to destroy; 
and as Minn Htmn Singh died with Nno Nahul Singh, so did 
Fateh Singh with Wnair Baclina. 

When Baclina hud been re-appointed Governor of Jasrotft^ 
Gulab Singh thought that it was the samo us if he him¬ 
self had recovered possession. Bat he was disappointed. 
Paitdit Jala had taught Raehna to hate and distrust Gulab 
Singh ; and when he joined tho deputation, the Raja saw that 
his fancied friend was entirely in the interests of the Durbar. 
He knew that, as an enemy, Raclma could do him vast injury; 
for he was so popular in the hills that he could have brought 
over Gulab Singh’a Rajput troops to the side of the Sikhs; 
and the Raja consequently determined on his destruction. 

The death of Sardar Fateh Singh was much lamented by 
the Chiefs ; but the army, though it was convenient to use his 
death as a weapon against Gulab Singh, did not at this time 
care much for Sordars, certainly not for men of the old school 
like Fateh Singh, who looked upon the regular army as a 
most dangerous innovation, and whose traditions were all of 
the days of the Great Maharaja* 

Two months later, when Raja Gulab Singh had been 
brought to Lahore, eleven lakhs of rupees out of the sixty- 
eight lakhs which he was compelled to pay was charged in 
the account as blood-money for tho death of Sardar Fateh 
Singh. 
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In May 1845 Sardar Jawahir Singh confiscated the 
Ra. 30,000 jagir given to Fateh Singh by Maharaja fCharak 
Singh. Sardul Singh was at this time at Hasnn Abdal, and in 
August of the same year he, with the Atariwala and other 
S radars, recovered the fort of Attoek from Prince Pashora 
Singh. He fought in the Satlaj Campaign * and in August 1346 
Raja Lai Singh, the Minister, without any apparent cause, 
confiscated all his remaining jagirs with the exception of 
Manjinwala, worth Es. 3,000. Sardul Singh went to Simla to 
appeal to Major Lawrence, and accompanied that officer 
back to Lahore. After Lai Singh's deposition and banishment, 
the creditors of Sardar Fateh Singh pressed Sardul Singh 
for payment of his father's debts amounting to Rs. 1,25,000 j 
and Major Lawrence induced the Darbar to allow him jagirs 
of Its. 21,000, subject to the service of thirty sowars. Twenty 
of these sowars, however, were to be excused for five years ; 
the sum allowed for their service, Rs, 6,000, being applied to 
the litjnijatiou of the debt. On annexation the personal 
estates of tho family, amounting to Rs. 10,500, wore upheld 
for life, and Bb. 3,000 in perpetuity ; Re. 2,147 to the mule 
issue of Sardul Singh, and Rs. 853 to the male issue of 
Jawnla Singh. 

Sardar Jawala Singh, who was not on good terms with Sur- 
dul Singh, died in I860. Bibi Kako, their sister, who married 
Sardar Ajit Singh Smdkanwalia, on hearing the news of the 
death of her husband in the fort of Lahore, in September 
1843, burnt herself with his clothes at Nuorangahnd. 
During the relmllion of 1849 Sardar Sardul Singh remained 
faithful to Government \ and in 1857 did as much as his 
embarrassed circumstances would allow in raising horsemen 
for service in Hindustan. 

Sardar Sardul Singh Man died in 15S1, Ho had latterly 
taken no active part in public affairs, his time being fully 
occupied in domestic matters. Foss easing a peculiar temper, 
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he was often on bad terms with bis sons and other relatives* 
His jagrr of Es. 7,500 lapsed, with the exception of Ra, 
2,143, which was continued to his two Surviving sons, Pariah 
Singh and Jiwan Singh. The sons also hold shares in the 
ancestral villages of Munanwala and Maltoka in the Amritsar 
district, and a garden in Amritsar city ; as also in the village 
of Mananwala in Tuiisil Habzabad, Gujaranwala, which was 
founded by their father. 

Mahtab Singh, son of Partab Singh, married the daughter 
of ArjanSinghoE Rupar in Ambala, He received no educa¬ 
tion and takes little interest in public affairs. 

Jiwan Singh has been married twice, but has no issue. 
One of hi.-s wives was a daughter of Sard nr Fateh Singh of 
Jalandhar M , the second a daughter of Sardar Utam Singh, 
Deputy Inspector of Police in 'Montgomery, 

Sardar Raja Singh aud Him Singh, sons of Sardar 
Jawala Singh, succeeded on the death of their father to a 
jagir of its. 857 in their ancestral villages of Maiumwala and 
Mahoka. Raja Singh died in 1833. He was succeeded 
by his only surviving son Gnrbakhah Singh, 

Hirn Singh is a Member of the District Board, and 
Chairman of the Amritsar Local Board. He rendered; good 
service when transport animals were being purchased during 
the late Kabul War, and also on other occasions; and ho 
may he said to be the only remaining prominent member 
of this good old family. He is a Viceregal Durban. 
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Eaja Hira Singh is a Gondar Sud Khatri Sikh, whoso 
home is at Hirapur, a village founded by himself near Cbabal 
in the Tamil Taran TalisiL His grandfather was a writer of 
ordinary status under the KMIsa. His father, Snrdnr Jai 
Singh, commenced soldiering as a Jammlnrin Maharaja Ran Jit 
Singh’s French Regiment. For a conspicuous act of courage 
at Peshawar in 13-18. when Lawrence was attacked by the 
mutinous Sikh troops, Jai Singh was appointed Rasaldar 
in the 1st Punjab Irregular Cavalry, raised and commanded 
by Sir Henry Daly, who mentioned in the highest terms the 
brave behaviour of this Sue old Sikh in more than one frontier 
expedition. He records of him: “ There is not in the army a 
more gallant soldier, and I know no abler or more experienced 
officer.” General John 'Watson further writes : ** He is one 
of the most able and excellent officers, and the most honest 
and upright I have ever met. He has been my right hand 
during the whole of the Mutiny Campaign, from the siege of 
Dehli to the fall of Lucknow." Those commendations were 
warmly endorsed by Sir James Hope Grant, who commanded 
the Cavalry Division at Lucknow, as well as by Sir Colin 
Campbell, Commander-in-Chlef. At the close of the campaign 
Sardar Jai Singh’s services were transferred as commandant 
of the kh Regiment of Oudh Mounted Police. He received a 
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grant of twenty-six villages in tie Jamdjin Daka of the 
E;traidi District, in addition to tie Orders of Merit- and o£ 
British India, and the usual military pension. He died 
in 1867* 

His son, Hira Singh, has proved himself a not less worthy 
servant of the Queen. He commenced service in 1855 as a 
Dafadar in his father’s regiment, and was appointed Jamadar 
on the outbreak of the Mutiny, being promoted to a Rasaldar- 
ship at its close. He took part in most of the important 
actions, and was present at the capture of Buhli and Lucknow, 
receiving the Order of Merit* He then volunteered for 
service in China, and was attached as Basaldar to Fane’s 
Horse, duing excellent service. He resigned his en m mis sion 
c-u the death of his father, and set himself to improve his 
Talnkdari property in Oudh, adding to the estates by the 
pure base of eighty thousand bigas in the Farthnpur II aka, 
Tiihsilt Xanpara, Baraich ; and he lias the name of being a 
model landlord, punctual in his revenue payments, and kind 
and considerate to bis tenants. He has also acquired by 
purchase the estate of Hirapur in the Taran Taran Tahsil, 
Amritsar ; and both in the Punjab and in Oudh his name 
stands high os a generous friend of the poor, and a liberal 
contributor to all deserving charities. He has set apart 
a considerable sum, the interest of which is devoted to 
the purchase of quinine for the fever-stricken on his estates. 
He presented the people of Chabal, his native village, with a 
handsome tank built at a cost of twenty thousand rupees, and 
provided for its perpetual repair by investing ten thousand 
rupees in Government funds for this special purpose. His 
works of public utility in Baraich and at Nipalganj have been 
numerous, and they are thoroughly appreciated by the people, 
who regard him us less of a foreigner than the other 
Panjabi landowners* who are not always in sympathy with 
the local population* 
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Sartlar Hira Singh wna honoured with the title of Raja, 
bestowed upon Inin at the recommendation of Sir Auckland 
Colvin by hlg Excellency the Marquess of Duffcrin in Decern- 
her 1388. General Walter Fane, who perhaps knew him more 
intimatefy than any other British officer, wrote of him as 
follows : " I know no native whom I can more honestly praise 
than Hira Singh, and lie has left my regiment to the regret of 
every officer and man. He served with great gallantry and 
distinction before Dehli and throughout the subsequent 
campaign of 1853, He was the first to volunteer for foreign 
ii Bervico in China, and tvas of the greatest assist an ro to mo 
in raising Fane's Horse. There is not an officer or man in 
my regiment I would not sooner spare than Hira Singh, I 
believe him to be one of the most truthful and straightforward 
officers l ever knew.” 

lhe Raja s second co usin , Sardar Gnnda Singh, was for 
many years a Rnsaldar in the l!}th Bengal Lancers. Ganila 
Singhs eldest son, Amin Ckand, is rt district officer in the 
Jamu State ; and two others of his children are employed in 
Kapurihala. 
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An ancestor of this family, Mini, a Jat of the Gil tribe, 
founded tbe village of China'll, some five miles from Raja 
Sansi in the Amritsar district, about the year 1600. Hjs 
eldest son Dadu founded a second village of the same name 
near Juatarwal, and here his descendants have resided to the 
present day. The family were simple peasants till the time 
of Milkhu, who joined the Confederacy of Tara. Singh 
Shahid. Of Milkhn’s five sons the most distinguished was 
Km-am Singh, whom Tam Singh, who had no children of his 
owi^ adopted. After Tara Singh's death Karam Singh 
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joined the Blntngi Mkal and took possession of FirozM, 
Kalaki, Riirki and Bajra in the Sialkot district - besides 
holding Chiuah and the neighbouring villages. All the 
Bhangi Sardors fell, one by one, before Rnnjit Singh, and 
Xaram Singh shared the common fate and lost all Ida estates ; 
but no long time afterwards ho received back in jagir Chiuah, 
Nagran and Firozki, worth Rs. 50,000, subject to the service 
of seventy horsemen. With his two sons, Snkh Singh and 
Eudh Singh, he served in many campaigns : Multan, Kashmir 
and Peshawar; and on his death the jagir descended to Ida 
sons in equal shares. 

Through all the changes which ensued on the death of 
Ban jit Singh, the jagir remained ^diminished till, in IS-Id, 
Raja Lai Singh reduced it to E?. 2 [ .GOO, subject to the service 
of twenty'five horsemen. r l wo years later most of the members 
of the fam ily joined the rebels under Sher Singh, and fought in 
their ranks throughout the war. Accordingly, on annexation 
The share? of Jai Singh, ifoliar Singh, Hari Singh, Hardit 
Singh, Amar Singh, Afar Singh and Fateh Singh were 
resinned ; and an allowance of Eg, 240 was granted to each 
of them for life. The confiscated shares amounted to 
Rs. 15,725 j>er annum, and only Badan Singh and Mahan 
Singh, who lmd. remained loyal, were allowed to retain their 
shares, amounting to Eg. 5,875, of which Rs. 1,750 were 
personal and Rs. 4,125 subject to service. 

Daring the Mutiny, Jai Singh, Hardit Singh and Amor 
Singh entered Hudson’s Horse, Jai Singh as Rasaldar, 
Hardit Singh as Jamadar, and served with that distinguished 
corps till February 1850, when, on the general reduction, Jai 
Singli and Amur Singh obtained their discharge. The former 
received a grant of a life jagir of R?. 300, and the latter fifty 
ghumaoa of land free of revenue in Rath lit inn, Tahsil Ajnala. 

Hardit Singh is still serving as Raaaldur* Major, with 
the title of Sardar Bah a d fi r, in the £)tk Bengal Lancers. 
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lit- became a Viceregal Darbari in secession to Iris deceased 
brother Sardar .Tai Singh in 1876, and is now at the head 
of the family. His boo Mnkfcab Siugli is a Rasaldar in the 
6th Bengal Cavalry. For his services in the Egyptian cam¬ 
paign of 1882 Midi tab Singh was rewarded with the title of 
Snrdnr Bahadur. P nr tab Singh, nephew of Sardiir Hardit 
Singh, is a Dafadar in the 16th Bengal Cavalry. Sardar Jai 
Singh’s pension and jagir lapsed on his death in 1876. His 
widow was allowed a pension of Rs, 120 per annum fora term of 
twelve years, as a help towards the maintenance of ihe younger 
children. She rliod about two years ago. Sardnr Hnri Singh’s 
allowances lapsed, in like manner, in 1880, noth continuance 
of Rs. 120 per annum to his son Nntlm Singh. Sardar 
Bn dan Singh died in 1877 leaving five sons, to whom 
Government continued one-tliird of their father’s jagir in 
Mourns Chinah and Clink, valued at Rs. 400 per annum. 
His eldest son Knhnr Singh is a member of the Amritsar 
District Board. 

The family is connected by marriage with the Sardarg of 
Biingn, Knniknla and Raja Sansi (Amritsar), and may be 
StiU regarded as having considerable local influence. 
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About the year 1738 Natha Singh, an Upal Jat, left, his 
home at Lakarki, in the Ciurdnspur district, and, coming to 
Amritsar, rebuilt a ruined village to which, in defiance of the 
rights of the late inhabitants, ho gave the name of Aimak, 
signifying land held b proprietary right. Ilig son Knjan Singh 
inherited hot only this village, but the jagirsof his uncle Did 
Singh, who had been slab in a quarrel with Sardar Saw a 
Singh Aulakhwala. These estates wore of considerable size, 
comprising many villages In the Daskn, I’asrur and A junta 
parganns. 

In the famine year of 1783,* Stijsn Singh contrived 
to seize Ohnharbajwa in the Sialkot district from Brij Raj 
Deo, son of Raja Raarjifc Dbq. He was associated with the 
Bhangi Mi sal, and fought under Sardar Karam Singh. He 
died in 1799, and Ms eldest son liar Singh, still a youth* 
joined Sardar Gulab Singh Bhangi, who was chief of the 
confederacy formed against Ran jit Singh soon after his capture 
of Lahore. An expedition was fitted out against him, which 
Nar Sbgh joined; but it was broken up by the death of 


* Tha famine vt I Uia- mmt iembStJ oF irnj mnemberfld in the PmUK 

IL wnJ of IbftD "rwE jTiara | tnmnj thcn nm rij him 1 uf siarretinq p bbH m*ny 

*nsij?rstcd to Kashmir and Hindustan. Til43 year if knuwn bj lhq poppfa yj tk* iur* 
Chatii bcipg itui SambaS jear IS4U. 
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Sartiar Gulab Singh, from the effects of a prolonged debauch 
at Kothiini. 

Moon after this, in ]S03,IS T ar Singly joinad Ranjit Smgli, 
ami accompanied him in the Pindi Bhaimu Campaign, and 
h J ter in tlie expedition against the Bhangis and the fort of 
KnLir, which was bravoly defended by Jodh .Singh Atariwafn. 
In Idl'd he went with Ranjit Singh again against Raja Saosar 
Chsm^l Katoeh* who had tried to possess himself of a portion 
of till- Jalandhar Daub, but who was defeated near Hushiorpur 
and driven back to the hills. Tire next expedition shared in 
by Xar Smgh was that against Hafiz Ahmad Khan of .rhang, 
resulting in the imprisonment of that Chief and the seizure 
of liis estates. Ho served in the first unsuccessful campaign 
of Multan, and hi both the Kashmir expeditions under Diwan 
Ihun Day id m the Dora of Prince Kharak Singh; and on the 
conquest of Kashmir he received a jugirof Its. 14,000 at Samba 
® tUo ’ lliniu *«”*** Ho fought in the battle of Teri in 

r^T^T 1 midw S ™ l * T Hari Sfogh Xalwa i„ Nam. 
Ti I-sfedS ho accompanied the Sikh force under Prince 
Kl.arak Singh against the Masuria of Mithankot. 

U , i,on * f * wntir Sin S ] * became Minister, Kar Sin*b was 
treated with great favour; for he had married as Jits “second 
wire an aunt of Mahnrani Jindatt, the sister of Jawuhir Singh 

He r< f‘ V( f . thc f Jn - Serit «f ^ elephant with gold housing 
wa.pf^dm command of the Mnlrajk regiment, and 5 
vitA the Saml.a Sardar against the insurgents who had 
‘"JT Z , 10 CfUI£ltrv “ th,: ' neighbourhood of Phalinn, Gnjnit 
.!f d lo ; ,tod the ?brme of Ker Sahib, a place of some* 
T JZ\* he ™ GurU Xim:ik ** slept on the Klt, or heaps 

redo" ! t irQ " Q Qp i,J tbe rat3 ‘ The insurgents were speedily 
nHluccd to order, and the plundered property m 2 
measure recovered. * u great, 
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Government during tho Multan rebellion, as did ins contin¬ 
gent of sowars, and was sent to Piud Dadan Kb an under the 
orders of Misar Ralia Ram, Superintendent of the Salt Mines, 
He returned to Lahore* with Raja Dina Nath after the 
latter’s unsuccessful mission to Sardar Chatar Singh, From 
the year 1825, when Sardar Nar Singh's principal jagirs 
were resumed, he had only held jagirs worth Rs. 2,200 and 
cash allowances of Rs. 3,761. His jagir was in 1849 con¬ 
firmed to him for life. He died in 1866. 

Gulab Singh, brother of Nar Singh, served in tho 
Mulrajia regiment on Rs, 500 per annum. His daughter 
married Sardar Laima Singh Majithia, but died within sis 
months of her marriage. The third brother, Sarmath Singh, 
died young. 

Sardar Sant Singh, son of Nor Singh, is now at the 
head of the family. The jagir holdings have been resumed, 
and Sant Singh finds himself in reduced circumstances. Hid 
mother, Muanmmat Kish an Kaur, who died in 18S4, was in 
receipt of a compassionate allowance of Ms. 240 per annum. 
Harnam Singh married a daughter of Sardar Kalian Singh 
Rosa, of Todarpur, in tho Lahore district. She was a niece of 
Maharaja Dalip Singh’s mother, Maharam Jindan, The Sardar 
and hia son Hamam Singh live at Ainmhwala near Chabal in 
Amritsar. Ho holds two hundred acres in proprietary right . 
He is a man of good presence, aud takes no interest in public 
affairs, being a member of tho Local Board and a Lambardar 
in his village. 

Sardar Sant Singh is a Viceregal Darbari. 
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Ksitlia Singh, a Chabal Jat, was, with his brothers, in 


the service of the Bhangi S&rdars, Lafaiia Singh and Gujar 


Singh, who in 17S1 had taken possession of Lahore, No one 
of them rose to any importance, but held small service jagirs. 


Kutha Singh was killed in a skirmish on the borders of 


Biihawnlpur, and Ills son Karam Singh succeeded to the jagirs, 
worth Its. 5,000, For some years Karam Singh fought with 
the Bhangi Misal, and ho became known for gallantry and 
ability till, in 1790, Ranjit Singh took Lahore from Chet 
Singh, son of Sardar Laima Singh. Kamm Singh, at first 
Followed the fortunes of his old master, to whom It an jit 
Singh lind given a jagir of Rs. 00,000 ; but seeing at last that 
it was useless to remain with one who could not advance his 
interests in any way, he took service with the Maharaja, who 
gave him several villages in Ajnala, Ho rapidly rose to 
favour and became a very powerful Sard nr. After the Pindi 
Bbatian and .lining expeditions ho received several new 
villages in jagir j and after the Kasur Campaign, where ho 
had especially distinguished himself, Ban jit Singh gave him 
the llakas of Doda and Khn.no waL His jagirs at lengti 
reached the value of Es. 1,50,000, subject to the service of 
two hundred and fifty horsemen, and included the villages'eld 
by Arjan Singh at the present day. Sardar Karam fell 
mortally wounded by a musket baD in the baLLlp i in 
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Sikh troops. tic was carried to bis tent, but died the following 
day; and bin loss was much felt both by the Maharaja and 
the army, in which he held command of the Gurkha battalion. 
His only surviving son, Gurmnkli Singh* succeeded to the 
whole jagir. This young man had already for some years 
served under his father, and had fought in the battle of Teri. 
When Diwan Chi mi Lai was appointed Governor of Kashmir 
after Diwnn Moti Ram had been for the second time recalled, 
Gurmulch Singh was sent to support him, and he remained 
there two years. In 183(5 he was ordered to ICohat, where 
he did good and gallant service j but was carried off by cholera 
in September of that year. Jawala Singh was at the time of 
his father *f death only four years old, and the Maharaja 
resumed all the estates, with the exception of one, worth 
R ?. 3,000, which wart placed under the superintendence of 
Raja Hira Singh. J&wala Singh himself died in 1840 at the 
age of twenty-four, leaving one son, Arjan Singh, aged seven. 
For his support, and in consideration of his family, Maharaja 
Dal ip Singh released two villages, Ghari and Lahinn, together 
worth Rs, 1,000, which on the annexation of the Punjab were 
confirmed to him for life, with two wells at Chakal m the 
Taran Taran pargana of the Amritsar district, which have 
since been released in perpetuity. 

Arjan Singh a jagir, under the revised settlement, is now 
worth Rs. 2,300 per annum. He and-his son Ikbal Singh are 
the sole representatives of the family. The Sard nr is a man of 
much force of character and intelligence. He has held a 
seat on the District Board for many years, and is Chairman 
of the TaTon Taran Local Board, He is also a member of 
the Council of the Aitchisou College, and lias done much to 
promote the cause of education in the district. In 18S8 ho 
was appointed an Honorary Magistrate of Amritsar, He has 
a seat in Viceregal Barbara. 
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Sard nr Jawnla Singh's ancestor Sujan Singh, a Jat Sikh, 
left the Manjha in 1760 as one of the Snkarehatria Miaul, and 
acquired large estates in Ambnla, and later on in the 
Jalandhar Doab, said to have yielded a revenue of twenty-four 
thousand rupees. Bis son .Jodh Singh was driven out of the 
Moli IIaka in Ambala by the Kalsin Chief of the same name, 
and the family later on lost most of their possessions in 
Hushiarpur and Jalandhar, Their homo was at Rasulpur, 
Tarsn Tar an, in the Amritsar district. The Maharaja 
Eanjit Singh had granted Jodh Singh a jagir of tlie 
value of Bs. 10,000 trader the usual conditions of military 
service; and this was reduced to Ks, 2,000 when the 
Lahore dominions were annexed in 1840. The jagir villages 
were Rurki, Mai jam, and Sar&i in the Gar shankar Tahsil 
of the Hnshiarpur district. The grant was resumed on 
the death of Jodh Singh in 1857; a portion in Mouza 
Eurfci, yielding Rs, 360, being continued as a compassionate 
allowance to his heirs, H is grandson Punjab Singh was a 
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title of Snrdar in 
recognition of his gallant services, to having been under fire 
in thirty-two engagements throughout- his military career. 
He served in the Maharaja’s Gorclmras for fifteen years 
before the break-up of the Sikh power; and he was ap¬ 
pointed Rasaldar in the 2nd Panjtib Irregular Cavalry on 
the formation of that corps shortly after the annexation of 
the country ; remaining until 1858, when he was transferred* 
aa commandant* to the 5th Regiment of Mounted Police in 
Oudh. Lieutenant-General Sir Sam Browno wrote of Uitn 
■f* in i860 as follows:— 11 No man hag done more in the wav of 
gallant acts than has Pan jab Singh ; and his judgment and 
discretion are equal to his gallantly.” Sir Hope Grant, 
commanding a division of Cavalry in 1858, termed him “ a 
brave, gallant soldier, and worthy of any reward.” Ha was 
present at the Siege of Dehli, taking part in the final assault; 
and he whs with Colonel Great head’s Culmnn when the 
battles of Bilarnishaliar and Aligarh were fought. He was 
also engaged in many actions around Agra and Cawnpore, 
and he assisted at the Relief of Lucknow. He was rewarded 
with the Orders of Merit and of British India ; and he received 
a grant of land in the Khiri district of Oudh, which then yielded 
Rs. 2,145 per annum, but is now far more valuable. In the 
Punjab ho was given a property of seven hundred acres in 
Hakh Sukarchak, Talisil Taran Taran, Amritsar, chargeable 
with an annual payment of Rs. 584. 

Sardar Jawala Singh is the eldest son of Punjab Singh, 
He lives at Rasulpur; and he is a prominent mail in tlris 
neighbourhood, being a ZaQdar and a member of the District 
Committee, His eldest son, Sant Singh, is a Jamadar in 
the Central India Horse, His cousin Tahal Singh did good 
service in the Mutiny as a Jamadar in the Oudh Military 
Police. He is now in the enjoyment of a small pension. 
Another cousin, Nahal Singh, was a Rasaldar in the same 
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Force. He bad been granted a perpetual jagir of fU. ■'iO in 
the Barawalipur R.akh, Taran Taran. One of his sous is 
Lamhardar of Rasolpur. 

Ala Singh, brother of J a wain Singh, tvas also a distinguished 
soldier. He died in IS70 while still serving in the Central 
India Horse, leaving two sons who followed their father’s 
profession. The elder, Tej Singh, is a Rasaldnr in the 11th 
Bengal Lancers. He accompanied the Boundary Commission 
under Sir Peter Lumsden, and rendered good service in 
connection with the Panj,deh incident, receiving the title of 
Pan Sahib, His uncle, Chanda Singh, was Wardi-Major of 
the same regiment, Teja Singh’s brother Bhagat Singh is a 
Dftfadarin the 11th Bengal Lancer?. 

Sardar Jarmala Singh is owner by purchase of fourteen 
villages in the KLiri district, Oudli, assessed with a revenue 
of Es. 5,500, in addition to the grant made to his father for 
Mu fitly services. FJ]? possessions in the Amritsar district 
are comparatively smalt, being confined to about five hundred 
bigas in the family village of Rasul pur. The Basnlpnria 
Sardars am connected by marriage with most of the Jat 
families of note north of the Satlaj. 
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DbybI Smgh, sou of & poor cultivator of Dndubajra In rhe 
Siulkot district, entered the forte of Tara Singh Ivanhya m 
a trooper. He served htB master in many expeditions, and 
received from him a jagir, worth Rs+ 5,000, in the Patfanxikot 
district. On the death of Tara Singh groat disputes regard¬ 
ing the succession arose between his Eons, and in one of the 
fights which ensued Daval Singh was killed and Ida jngir seized 
by the contpieror^ Bis two sons, Kishan Singh and Earn 
Singh, were thus thrown upon the world as poor as their 
father when he commenced hi-* career- They went into the 
Amritsar district to the village o! Chapa, where their father 
had first settled on leaving his home, and where, on a rising 
ground, he bad built a chapa or wooden fence round hk 
house, which gave its name to the famil y and the village. 

Maharaja Ran jit Singh took the brothers into Im service* 
and gave them the command of five hundred sowar?, under the 
orders of Prince Kharak Singh. Kish an Singh was killed in 
battle in 1827, ami hk brother, who had distinguished himself 
on the same occasion, received a gnmt of mrm villages in tbe 
Amritsar district. When Chet Singh, the favourite of Kharak 
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Singh, was murdered, the Prince, who had always been fond 
of Earn Singh, gave him charge of his private seal, and jagirs 
in the Amritsar and Shahpur districts. Xao Nahal Singh, 
son of Kharnk Singh, had no love for his father’s friends, and 
threatened to imprison Ram Singh, which lie would probably 
have done had lie himself nor been hilled on the day of his 
father’s incremation. Under Sher Singh, Ham Singh received 
various military commands, and his personal jagir was raised 
to Rs. 15,000 per annum through the interest of Raja Dkian 
Singh, whom he had been accustomed to supply with private 
informat ion regarding Maharaja Kharnk Singh. 

In 1847 Sardar Ram Singh was sent in command of some 
irregular horse to Bannu under Sardar Shomsher Singh 
Sindhanwalin, who was in command of the Sikh force sent 
by the Darbnr to assist Edwardes in the settlement 
and pacification of the district. He was the chief in¬ 
stigator of the rebellion of the Sikh force at Dalipgark in 
1648. Fateh Khan Taw ana, an enemy of Ram Singh, was in 
charge of the fort which the Sikhs besieged. It was gallantly 
defended, but the garrison had no water and were unable to 
hold out; Fateh Khan, was killed and the fort, captured. 
There was a Malik of one of the Tupaa of Mudan, by name Mir 
Alam Khan, with whom Ram Singh had struck up a great 
friendship, and to whom he had advanced money to enable 
him to pay his arrears of revenue, Yery much through the 
assistance of this man the fort was reduced, and it was left in 
hk charge when Ram Singh with the Sikh force marched to 
join Raja Sker Singh, 

Sardar Ram Singh was one of the bravest officers 
in the Sikh army. He fought with great gallantry at 
Ramnagar and Chiliamvak, and was one of the few men of 
note killed in the battle of Gujrat. The whole jagirs of 
the family were confiscated for rebellion; but in 1857 
De ""‘ a entered the service of Government as a Rasaldnr; 
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nod bJa bouses and those of Jodli Singh, his cousin, were 
released. 

The famity has now no local influence whatever. Jodli 
Singh receives a small pension of Rs. GO per annum. Dewa 
Singh , Bira Singh and Sob an Singh are also in receipt of 
petty pensions. The landed property of the family has been 
partitioned off into small holdings of a few acres each, 
yielding barely sufficient to support the owners and their 
families. 

Siirdar Jodli Singh is a Viceregal Durban. 
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Mana Singh was a follower of Sardar Charafc Sin-h 
Snk arch akin, grandfather of Maharaja Ranjit Singh. He 
fought with his lord against the Chatahg, and receive -1 a 
service jagir of Rs. 4 , 000 . Under Sardar Mahan Singh ho 
also served, and received the jagir of Jatla, in the Jhilam 
district. Wlien Ranjit Singh tack Lahore in 1700 , Harm 
Singh was nn old man, but lie was still active and fought in 
the campaign of 1302 , Ho wan killed in that year before the 
fort of Ohaniotj which Ranjit Singh was endeavour hi- to 
capture from Jaaa Singh Bbangi. Daaaunda Singh, the eldest 
aon, had died in his father's lifetime, and the whole jagir was 
resumed. 


As soon as Amur Singh was old enough to bear arms, tl 
Maharaja gave him the villages of Talanwak and Shekhopu 
worth Rs. 1,500, and placed him in the Dera Ehas a rug 

ment of irrcgulai-cavalry composed of the sons of the Sik 
nobility. At the siege of Multan in 1818 the young Anr 
Singh displayed gallantry, and for his services in this campak 
recced tWllaka ofMajr* The nestyear, after the KaThrm 
Campaign, he obtained a grant of Jada, whieh had bee 

J ul ? ^ father Manil Sm & lu He was sent to reduce th 
Rokhn msironta m the Shahpur district who had refused t 
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pay the revenue, and his expedition was quite successful. 
In 1334 he accompanied the army under Prince Nao 
Natml Singh and Sardnr Hari Singh Nhlwft to Peshawar, 
when that province was formally an n exed to the Sikh empire. 
He was employed in this campaign on outpost duty, and many 
a severe tight he had with the Afghans. At Shabkndar 
he was wounded by a musket-hall in a night attack made by 
the Afghans in force; but, although taken by surprise, ho 
rallied his men and drove back the enemy. 

At the battle of Jamrad, on the 30th April 1837, Sardar 
Aranr Singh commanded the centre of the Sikh army, 
consisting of the Maharaja’s Orderly troops, called the 
Jatnadiirw&hi Deni, and a thousand irregular cavalry, and 
distinguished himself by his conspicuous bravery; but the 
Afghans were very numerous, and the Sikh army was defeated 
with the loss of the G eneral. The last expedition of Sardar 
A mar Singh was in 1843 in Kacbi, where an insurrection had 
broken out, which he quickly suppressed. Ho did not serve 
in the Satluj Campaign, and on its close, being a celebrated 
marksman, was chosen to instruct the young Maliaruju Dalip 
Singh in shooting. The nest year ho left the Panjab on a 
pilgrimage to Hard war, where he soon after died. 

Mnhthb Singh was born in the year 1811, and when qmto 
a boy was placed in the irregular cavalry as Subadar. In 
1831, just before the visit of the Maharaja to Rupar, he was 
made a Colonel and stationed at Amritsar in charge of two 
regiments. In 1834 he accompanied his father Amar Singh, 
to Peshawar, and served with distinction throughout the 
campaign. In the same year his second brother, Gurdit Singh, 
entered the Maharaja’s service. In 1839 Mahtah Singh 
served under Sardar Tej Singh in the Afridi expedition. He 
was made a General by Maharaja Sher Singh in 1341, and 
was stationed at Peshawar in command of four battalions and 
twenty-a ix guns, with an Akal regiment. His conduct to the 
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British force, which arrived at Peshawar early in 1842, on the 
second Kabul Expedition, wa.a most unfriendly and hostile. 
After the assassination of Maharaja Slier Singh and Raja 
Dhian Singh, the General, who had returned to Lahore, gave 
his assistance to Raja Him Singh against the Sindhanwalias ; 
ancl after the restoration of peace his conduct was remembered 
with gratitude by Him Singh, who bestowed upon him valuable 
presents. This did not, however, prevent Mahtab Singh 
from turning against the Minister when he became unpopular. 
He was privy to the conspiracy against the lives of Raja Hira 
Singh and Pandit Jala, and his were among the troops who 
pursued and put them to death. Concerned, with him in thin 
conspiracy was General Howa Singh Majithia, whose real 
Tin mi. W ns Sultan Singh, a distant relative of Mahtab Singh, 
and an implacable enemy of the Wazir. 

The conduct of Mabtab Singh in thus plotting the 
destruction of a man for whom he professed devoted friend¬ 
ship does not seem amiable, but his motives were perfectly 
clear. He, with the army and the whole Sikh nation, was 
weary of the rule of the arrogant and debauched youth who 
owned all the Dogra vices, without their ability, their strength 
or their courage. The influence of Pandit Jala was still more 
odious, and as Hira Singh would not give him up it was 
necessary that they should full together. There were, besides, 
private grounds of hatred. Sartlar Amur Singh, father of 
Malnab Singh, had in the Kachi expedition given some four 
or five thousand rupees to his soldiers, who liad behaved 
admirably, expecting to bo reimbursed by the Government; 
but Pandit Jala, knowing that when the treasury was full, 
there was more for him to plunder, refused to repay any t por¬ 
tion of the sum; which so disgusted Amur Singh that he 
resigned the service. Again, Mahtab Singh liad himself been 
tricked by Hira Singh in the affair of Baba Bir Singh, the 
great Sikli Guru. By soft words and presents and promises. 



AMRITSAR DISTRICT. 


3*3 


he had been induced to lead his troops against Sardar Atar 
Singh Sindhanwaha; by treachery, an action had been forced 
on, and at its close the holy Baba was found dying on the 
ground ; and Mahtab Singh could not but foal himself in some 
measure the cause o! his death. But, even if his own conscience 
was clear, he did not escape the reproaches of the Sikh 
army and people; and his brigade, with that of General 
Court, commanded by Gulab Singh Caleuttia, and the Hera 
Charyari commanded by Jawahir Mai Dat, was long known 
by the name of G-urumar (slayers of the Guru). 

Malitab Singh served throughout the Satlaj Campaign. 
He, like many others of the Sikhs, thought only of victory, 
and promised the treasury munshis to bring them silver pen¬ 
holders from the spoil of Dehli. After the Campaign he was 
made a Sardar by Raja Lai Singh, and both he and his brother 
Gurdit Singh, who had risen to tlic rank of General, were 
stationed at Pasha war; but in May 1847 he was transferred to 
Pind Dadan Khan. He was at this time no favourite in tho 
Darbar, and there wa3but one man, Sardar iSher Singh Atari* 
wala, who had a word to say in his favour; but the influence 
of Major Lawrence, tho Resident, prevented his dismissal. 
When the rebellion broke out in 1348 in the north of the 
Pnnjab, Sardar Mahtab Singh was stationed at Rawalpindi 
with five hundred horse under Major Nicholson. His conduct 
was spoken of in tho highest terms by that officer. His 
troops, with his brother Mit Singh, remained faithful to tho 
Lahore Government throughout the war and fought on the 
side of the British at the battle of Gujrat. On the annexation 
of the Punjab, all the personal jagirs of the Sardar, atnounty¬ 
ing to Es. 9,485, were released for two lives, and in 1862 
one-half of this jagir was maintained to his lineal descendant 
in perpetuity. 

In 1657 Sardar Miditab Singh raised some horsemen for 
service in Hindustan, where they were sent under the com* 




33° 




the panjab chiefs. 

maud of liia uepliew Baehatar Singh. This force served with 
credit in Oudh, and was engaged several timea with the 
mutineers, Buchafcar Singh died of cholera at Cawnpore in 
1858. H 13 brother Bija Singh succeeded him as Jainadar, 
General Lurdh Singh died in 1853 without issue. 

Hit Singh, who was a Colonel in the Sikh army in 1844, 
died in 185*, Kalian Singh succeeded his father in command 
of the contingent in 1848, and Hardit Singh was General of 
Maharaja Dalip Singh ’b juvenile force, 

Sardar Mahtab Singh resided at Hajitha up to the time 
of his death in 1865. He owned houses both at Lahore and 
Amritsar, at which latter place k© was in 1862 created an 
Honorary Magistrate, Hd was a great sportsman, and 
spent a large part of his time at Kapurthala with the 
Ahluwalia Raja, with whom he was very intimate. His only 
daughter was married to Sardar Bakhshish Singh Sindhan- 
walia. She died childless in 1889. Mahtab Singh left two 
widows, who are still alive. Of Sardar Hit Singh's sons, 
Bija Singh leads a retired life, and Bisltan Singh is a 
Rasaldar in the 16th Bengal Cavalry. Sardar Kalian Singh, 
who was an Honorary Magistrate, died in 1888 leaving two 
minor sons, one of whom is reading at the Aitehison College, 
Lahore, Sardar Hardit Singh died in IS S3 leaving two 
sons, who manage their landa at Hajitha and take no part in 
public affairs. 
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Bhama Singh, an inhabitant of Kasur, may be considered 
the founder of the powerful Bbangi Confederacy, He was, 
however, little more than a robber, and his followers did not 
exceed three hundred. He was succeeded by his nephew 
Hari Singh, son of Bhup Singh, a zamindar of Patoli near 
Wndni, who was a man of great ability. He developed a 
band of robbers into an army and overran a large portion of 
the Punjab. It was his addiction to bhang (an intoxkafcing 
preparation of hemp) that gave the name' 1 Bbangi' to the 
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Mlsal. Some indeed say that thi* Tmtnp originated with Bliama 
Singh, who was of so arrogant a disposition that he was 
called by the Sikhs Bala-hash (High head,) This, being a 
Turkoman title, annoyed Blmma Singh so much that he 
begged his comrades to change it for some other. Accordingly 
he was appointed, when in attendance at the Darbar Sahib 
of Amritsar, to pound Uia inj for the Kbalsa, and was himself 
Called Bhangi. The former account is the one commonly 
believed, 

Hari Singh, whose head-quarters were at the village of 
Sohal in the Amritsar district, seized much of the neighbour¬ 
ing country, Sialkot, Kariul, Mirowal, He ravaged Cbaniafe 
and Jhang Sinl, and attacked Jamu, which he rendered 
tributary, and Multan without success. In 1762 he at tacked 
the village of Khwaja Say ad ka Eot, two miles from Lahore, 
where Khwaja A bad, the Afghan Governor, had his arsenal; 
and carried away with him much booty, arms and ammunition. 
In 1763 he joined the K&nhyas and Ramgarhias in their 
attack on Kasur, and the neat year was killed in a fight with 
Am nr Singh Patiala ; and Jhandu Singh and Ganda Singh, 
two brothers who hud served under him, succeeded to the 
command of one division of the Bhnngi Atisal. They were 
Dhilon Jats of Pan jwar near Taran Tamil, anil under them tlie 
Confederacy became very powerful* Associated with them 
were many famous Chiefs : Bhag Singh Ahluwalia, Taru Singh, 
Sher Bingh and Rai Singh Buriawala; Sudh Singh Dodia, 
Sahib Singh Sialkotia, Nadlian Singh Atu; and with them, 
too, though not inferior in rank, were the two Bhangi Chiefs 
Gujar Singh and Laima Singh, whose history is given 
in this volume. 

In 1766 Jhanda Singh and Gauda Singh with a largo 
force invaded Multan. Shuja Khan, the Governor, and, 
Mubarak Khan of Bahnwalpur, gave them battle on the banks 
of ttw Satinj* Neither side could claim the victory j but a 
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treaty was signed to the effect that Pak Patau should he the 
boundary between the Sikh and Afglum States. After tikis, 
Jhanda Singh returned to Amritsar, where he employed 
himself in completing the Bhangi fort which Bari Singh 
had begun, and the remains of which are still to be seen 
behind tlie Lnmnandi Bazar. It was not long before Jhanda 
Singh broke the provisions of the treaty with the Multan 
Chief, and invaded his country in 1771. He besieged the fort 
unsuccessfully for a month and a half, till the near approach 
of an. Afghan force under Jahan Khan compelled him to retire. 
The next year, 1772, he was more successful The 
successive Governors of Multan, Rhtija Khan, Sharif Khun 
Sadozai and Sharif Beg Takln, had quarrelled, and the latter 
invited Jhanda Singh and Gandrt Singh to Ids assistance. 
They were ready enough to accept the invitation, and, 
marching south with a large force, defeated Skuja Khun and 
hid allies the Daudputras of Bahawalpur, and seized Multan 
for themselves. Sharif Beg, thus fatally deceived, took 
refuge at Talamba, and then at Khairpur Tan wain, where ho 
soon after died. 

Jhanda Singh then marched northwards, leaving in charge 
of Multan Diwan Singh Chachowalia with a strong garrison. 
He Erst went to Ramnagar, where he recovered the Zam-Zam 
or Bhangi gun* from the Cha talus, and thonce to Jamu, where 
his ally and tributary. Raja Ran jit Deo, was defending himself 

*TLn history of tbwgnit ii fCEsewhnt rsm&rknbk. It wu MJt at Lahore, with 
linOiW fpm «f Wb SftttlD slit*, in 1701 by Shah Nazar, HndtF iha direction* uf Sltah 
Wall Kb^n, Frimo Wfnfrtaf of Afitrad Shah. The date of its founding (A,. K. 1174} 
xuay derived from the laai of thfl twenty Permian fcrnt* engThtcd nprjn nook 
Inlior fcaTinu a nunwrtcuS falne- 

Pailiari Aiiulnlao Atwttmr. ^ l* ij I } ( ^ 

The miitfirtaS of which iha guns were mwb ’■TUB a mEXtnru of Capper and hrw 
obtamai bjthft j&riti (a trihnte levied by MfitiumEdmia from the infl4&E&), a tnotal 
™«l b*ing tabm from sack bonra m Lahore. Ahmad Slmb a an hi* reinming- i& 
Kabul -a Ft or hi* Tirtnry oTet the Afphiina ntpanfpnl m 1701, kfc the Zam-Zan i 
the carria^ af which Wh* nut ready re Lahon- hi the uhnr^e of Khwni* A I i«udwhom 
bo had appointed governor- Thu othnr ho tacit with Wim f nnd it wo* tu*c m the 
paia^j-T.* of the Cbahnhv The Znm-Zniu had ilhiiijtfT lift?. Hari Sain^h Bbuagi ia kl:iI uy 
hnvactkpEnreil t£ ifhnn he plunder'd Ehwmjn Aba4 r ft arttfnal, metd to hftTa"takra it [a 
Amrstaar, iJutthu 1 b nut correct i for it ucwuin Lint timing the wbois j^rmarship 
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against his son Brij Raj Deo and the Kanhya and Sukarchakia 
Chiefs. For some time the rival forces engaged with varying 
success, til! S ardor Cliarat Singh Sukarchakia waa 
accidentally idled and the Bhnngia seemed about to gam the 
victory 1 . This the Kiudiyiis averted by the assassination of 
Jhanda Singh, causing him to be shot ns he was riding 
through the camp. This was in 1774, 

Gamin Singh succeeded to the command of the Misal; 
and, finding that no success could now be gained at Jama, he 
retired to Amritsar, where he engaged himself in enlarging 
and strengthening the Bhangi quarter and in plotting against 
the Kanhyas, who had caused hi a brother’s death. An op¬ 
portunity for showing his enmity almost immediately occurred. 
Jhauda Singh hud bestowed Puthankot on one of his Mis al- 
dura, Nand Singh, otherwise known as Hansa Singh. This 
man died about the same time as his Chief, and his widow 
gave her daughter and the jagir of Pathankot to Tara Singh, 

Of RIiwbJsi Abmi, 17GX-* iTOl* tbs gun wru lying namou used in tb Ullb Bur] at Likhutfm 
In 171*4^ whoa Laima Sinjjti JuaJ (| n jar H Blm|i utipttirerl Lahore, they obtained. 
pcMfipjEtQB of ih Two day I !*fco% KuLtdar Cbamt Slbgh 3;tWukatia crane to cirngrntnlnifa 
Lina Bhiingii, ami biuied tint ha should lm>v& a^dau sbnro uf the spoil tk& Bbft fcjgifl, 
ifL i> Intew lhaL Cbftrat £ingb bad ecmf, nut fur ctfnjrral tdalion, but op It bh a wl taw 
Pbo lift! ic'fluted a eartu^. tb^flgbt iei Outwit him, iutd, smwtUtng to muSa «> powerful 
m Chief Ihdx enumy* offered lilm, with tfan greatDBt pi>Eitethe Earn+7 am gun, tha 
bast part they a£*R.rtiHJ of thp, ipad* huffing AMt\ bd-lEfliri n gr that be wonH bo msablato- 
carry il away., Bui Cbarst Singh, seeing he ccitilj get not hin;;; mors, called hi* mflli 
Iggtiher crnif^ wiitL yresLL labour, carried it off m his camp, and then to fail furl at 
CJajurtuawiLlia. Dent it wil.^ raptured by A tumid Khan. Chjis.hb, who took it l* i hie new 
fort of Ahtnaiuogar, much w the dEr^st of bis brother PLr Mahomed, who thtrn£bfe JLua 
ha;! aim* n cliilm tv it-, and ibn l«o qnarndJitfi about pnss-deica j and in the hte 
wbicfacrjufil a sen nt IHr Mahomed ond two po&4 Gf Ahmad Khan weyi-eErun. Pir MiltoUt* 
cd al bnjjtb caiJod in tinjat Singh Efantisrf to hEs fiaaiafiKnce, w l : i anttwfljred Ahmad Ehim, 
usd kept him a day and ti night w jthaul wnier tfli fai" promukid to irjru «p iba pnn T 
which Oujar Singly cheating faii iilij, carried to Bnjnu atid kept himself, 11* re it 
remain-d twu years, i ill, jp no trril btnirj, the Hh-pun^ii* £.nok It with them on ap et |kji 1E- 
tM-iiL Agasftat Srtrrbtf 0 bontt Biakarclcaltia- Tina llhiicgb worn wv^aKetli. aiiil tfao 

ffttlt, lihj faRiTY 10 rettiOTja quickly. f^\\ iu^ain into tie k&utb of tht± Sa^rrhuVls 
Gluc-f. In ITJS the rbatahij who ttw aIwujh tijjfatinp; with. C r fcuriLi Binttfa* WCoTnred 
ib*? gnp and placet) tc in tEus fitrt of Mmicbar^ nod a abort tEtna Afterwurd# nrenored it 
to EpjiaJitAjfAr, uc\w TEhj^3 tfau Hax| ti^ix it waa CfipLPrEai by Snrdur 

JLflriibt BEnjffb BhuDip hii h?t«m fra m Multan, and by bitu iwut i« AEttriiaar, irbefy 
ft twin mined In tba Lfutniri fnn till IWfi',. wbep tLrnjU SJtigb, mho hah tfir graalest 
di'irc it, drET* the Bhanpia out of Atesritsur and seized iL During the 

nrijrn of SLmjit »iogh tbeirnnwaa taken, with Crcflt pomp, on tim dlforent campkitpia, 
r3 ■■■ ■ Bw±!kii Kinur, Bu j c mipuT H and Mnltan, At the ijs th> Init-njinied 

place, tn IMH it wbi aoriuiislT Eft juml. an d, being COB aid t; red nefit for f nrtlw «n icfl, 
it waa hflaugbt lo LnliDre JLiiril plated it ihu- Debli- atiiu 4*F tfan izlty - , where it roniaitied 
lla TOj wbau it waa j ktduifmDi of the Lahure H^hq, wb^rt it BOW fliaod* 
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a near relation of Hakikat Singh Kanhyn. Gauda Singh 
was exceedingly indignant at this, and insisted that Tara 
Singli should give up tlio jagir, but tlie Kanhyus refused ; 
and Gun da Singli, collecting a largo force, taking with him 
the Blmngi gun and, with many of the Ranagarhia Chiefs ns 
allies, marched against Fathankot, Hakikut Singh, Tara 
Singh and Gurbakhsh Singh Xunbva and A mar Singh Bliuga 
to arched to Dinnnagar to oppose his progress, and here an 
indecisive engagement took place ; hut while encamped at 
Dinanagar, Ganda Singh fill ill and died after ten days* 
Ckarat Singh, a nephew, was selected by the troops to 
succeed him ; hut in the very first fight with the Xunhyaa, 
(1 karat- Singh was killed, and the Bhang! force, left without a 
leader, returned to AmriLsar. 

Dean Singh now became head of the Confederac}’, ami 
one Gujar Singh acted as his Minister. But the days of the 
great Bhangi Misal were numbered, and the power and 
intellect of a boy were unable to control the many unruly 
Chiefs who bad been proud to fight under Hari Singh and 
Jhsnda Singh. Bhag Singh Abluwulia first declared himself 
independent; then Jhacg ceased to pay tribute; and in 1779 
Multan was lost. 

It will be remembered that Sardur J hand a Singh bad 
left Diwan Singh in charge of Multan. He held kin own for 
some years successfully ; and in 1777 repulsed, though only 
with great loss, an attack of the Bahawalpwr Chief, and Muzafar 
Khau, son of Shuja Khan. But in 1779 Timur Shah, sou of 
Ahmad Shah, marched against Multan with a large army, 
and Diwan Singh, haying hold out for more than a month* 
was compelled to capitulate, and was allowed to retire 
unmolested. Desu Singh had also a great enemy in the person 
of Sardar Malian Singh, head of the Sukarchakia Misal* 
which was now becoming very powerful; and in 1752, after 
bolding the Chiefehip eight years, bo was killed in action* but 
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whether before Chomot, which he had marched to reduce, or 
in a skirmish with Mahan Singh, is uneertt-in. He was 
succeeded by his son Gulab Singh ; and of this Chief there is 
little to record. He was a debauched, weak man, and had not 
energy sufficient to keep together the possessions which his 
father had left him. Year by year these diminished, till at 
last the town of Amritsar and some villages in the Manjha 
alone remained. 

In 1800 a cabal was formed against Ran jit Singh, who 
had captured Lahore in July of the preceding year, and whose 
successes were beginning to fill all thu Panjab Chiefs with 
alarm. Chief in the cabal were Sardars Jag a Singh 
Ramgarbia, Sahib Singh and Gulab Singh Bhangi and 
Nizamudin Khan of Kasur; and it wag proposed to invite 
Banjit Singh to a conference at B ha sin and there assassinate 
him. But the young Chief was too wily to attend without 
a force large enough to secure his safety, and aftor two months 
passed in festivities he returned to Lahore. But, although 
Banjit Singh escaped with bis life, Gulab Singh was less 
fortunate. He had never missed an opportunity for drinking 
hard; and on this occasion, when every night ended in a 
. debauch, he drank so deep that he killed himself. Some 
have asserted that he was poisoned ; but there is no shadow 
ot foundation for the story; and he was so incapable a man 
that no one could possibly think it worth his while to destroy 
him, Gulab Singh left one son, Gurdit Singh, a boy ten years 
of age, married to the daughters of Sardars Sahib Singh Bhangi 
son of Gujar Singh, and Fateh Singh Kahhya. But no 
powerful alliances were of use against Banjit Singh, who was 
determined to gain possession of Amritsar. He in 1802, 
with the intention of picking a quarrel with the Bhaugis, sent 
to demand from Gurdit Singh the famous Zam*Zam gun. 
But the glory and prestige of the Confederacy was derived in 
great part from the possession of this; and although her 
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chief advisers urged Suklian, the mother of Gnrdit Singh, 
to give it up, she refused to part with it and prepared to 
fight. But such preparations were worse than useless. 
Run jit Singh with Patch Singh Ahluwalia marched to 
Amritsar, attacked the Bhangi fort, and in five hours reduced 
it. Sukhan and her son took refuge with Sardar Jodli Singh. 
Ramgarkk, and Ran] it Singh seized all the Bhangi possessions. 
Little more is known of Gurdit Singh. He died at his 
ancestral village of Panjwar in the Tanvn Taran Pargana of 
the Amr itsar district, where his descendants are still living 
ns simple peasants. 

Notice must now be taken of two other powerful Chiefs of 
the Bhangi Miaul, Sardars Laima Singh and Gujar Singh, who, 
though joining Jhanda Singh and Ganda Singh in some of 
their expeditions, have a history for the most part distinct. 
Laima Singh’s grandfather waa a zemindar of the Kailon Jab 
caste, who in a time of scarcity left his native village of 
Sadawala in the Amritsar district for Mastapur near Kartar- 
pur in the Jalandhar Doab. Hero he was adopted by a man 
who joined the trades of carpentering and collecting taxes, 
and here his son Dargahi was born. Laima Singh, the son 
of Dargaha, was a high spirited boy ; and having been on one 
occasion beaten by his father for allowing cattle to stray into 
his field ran away from home, and after wandering about for 
some time at length reached the village of Somnwala, one 
mile from Atari, were Gurbakhsh Singh Bhangi lived. This 
man was one of the best fighters under Sardar Hari Singh. 
He owned about forty villages, and used to scour the country 
with a band of horsemen and collect plunder from far and 
near. He took a fancy to young Laima Singh and put Inm 
mto his troop, and later, having no eon of his own, adopted 
him. (.iiirbuJdjFhh Singh died inl7fi3; and disaeo turns straight¬ 
way arose between Luhna Singli, the adopted son, and Gujar 
Singh, the son of Gurbakhah Singh’s daughter, each claiming 
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the property, Jlianda Singh and Ganda Singh Bhangi came to 
Vaniki to try and settle the dispute; bat Gujar Singh would 
not listen to terms, and sot out with his followers for Roran- 
TV iilri, Lahno, Singh pursued and came up with him, and a fight 
was the result, in which a few man were killed ou cither 
side. At length an arrangement was made, by which Laima 
Singh and Cm jar Singh divided the estate. The former kept 
Rnranwahi, and the latter founded a. new village between 
Bahrwal and Rani, which he culled Rangarh, in remembrance 
of his fight with T.ahna Singh, of whom he now became the ] 
fast friend. 

Thu two Sardars then planned the capture of Lahore, J 
which Kabuli TVfnl held in the interest of Ahmad Shah. The 1 
Governor was a timid and, at the same time, a tyrannical 
man ; and as the Sikh horse,, becoming every day more bold, 
plundered ibe country up to the very walls of the city, he 
grew alarmed for his safety, and when he obtained secret 
intelligence of the Bhangi plot he Bed from Lahore leaving 
it in charge of his nephew Amir Singh. He took the road to 
Jamu; but some of the refugees, who had left Lahore through 
his tyranny, handled him so roughly that he would probably 
have been killed bad not soma troops sent by Raja Ran]it Deo 
os his escort rescued him. The Raja sent him to Rawalpindi, 
where the rear-guard of Ahmad Shah's army had halted; and 
here he died shortly afterwards. 

One dork night Laima Singh and Gujar Singh with 
two hundred men determined to surprise Lahore. They found 
all the gates closed ; but one Duval Singh showed them admin 
by which it was possible to enter with some squeezing. Gujnr 
Singh led the way, L&hna Singh followed and the other 
Sikhs, The fort was taken by surprise; Amir Singh the 
Deputy Governor, was captured at a nautch and put in irons, 
and before morning the whole city was in possession of the 
confederates. Early the next day Subha Singh Kanbya, 
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nephew of Jai Singh, arrived. He had, since the last Afghan 
invasion, been in hiding at his native village of Kan ah. He 
was one of the confederates and, although too late to aid in 
the capture, was allowed a share of the prize. Then came 
the other Bhangi and Kanhya Sardars ; and lastly Ckarat 
Singh Sufcarehakia, who was very hard to please, and would 
not go away till the Bhangis had given him the Zam-Zam 
gun, which he carried to Gujarati wa la. The three Snrdars 
then divided Lahore among them ; Laima Singh taking t-iio 
citadel, with the Masti, Kliizri, Kashmiri and Roshani gates. 
Gnjar Singh. built for himself a fort without the walls, which 
he called Kifa Gnjar Singh, and in 1763 marched northwards 
to conquer new territory. 

Laima Singh and Sobha Singh remained in Lahore in 
peace till Ahmad Shah made his final descent upon the 
Punjab in 1767, when they retired to Panj war. But the great 
Burani leader felt age and infirmity creeping upon him ; and 
having no man of genius like A d i n a Beg Khan to leave in 
charge of the province, he resolved to conciliate tlie Sikh 
Chiefs, io Lahna Singh he sent a present of fruit; but he 
returned it, saying that, grain was the food For peasants like 
him, not fruit, which was n luxury 1 for kings. Pleased with 
this humble reply, Ahmad Shah confirmed Lahna Singh in 
his possession of Lahore and returned to Kabul, where he 
died in 1773* For twenty years after this the Lahore Sardars 
rul'd in tolerable quiet till 1/97, when Shah Zaman, who 
bad succeeded to the throne of Kabul, invaded the Punjab; 
and Lahna Singh again retired from Lahore, and returned 
after the departure of the Shah, but died the same year. Sobha 
Singh died about tho same time, and was succeeded by hifl 
son Mohan* Singh, while Chet Singh succeeded Lahna Singh. 

Shah Zaman again appeared in ] 793, but only remained 
a few months in Lahore, as nows from Persia rendered his 
return necessary. Sardar Eaujit Singh SuWbakia obtained 
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from the Shah a grant of the city in return for services which 
he rendered, the principal of which was the raising and 
forwarding to the Shah eight genii which had sunk in the 
river Ravi. But the gift was only nominal, and Ranjit Singh 
was left to gain possession for himself. This was not difficult. 
The only man of any energy among the joint rulers of Lahore 
was Sahib Singh, son of Gujar Singh, and ho was absent at 
Gujrat, Chet Singh was :ra imbecile, and Mohar Singh 
possessed neither character nor influence. Their rule was 
h ited by the people, and their own adherents, Rhai Gnrhakhsh 
Singh, H.ikiin Kill ami Mian Asltak Mahomed, were in 
favour of Ran jit Singh, and wrote him word that he could 
easily make himself master of the place. Ran jit Singh with a 
large force entered Anarkalt, and Chet Singh, who thought of 
marching to oppose him, was dissuaded from so doing by his 
agent M-diknm Din, Chaudhri of Kotnao, who was in charge 
of the Lohari gate, which he opened to the enemy. Ran jit. 
Siogh took possession without difficulty, and Chet Singh and 
Mohar Singh fed. 

Soma time later Ruujit Singh granted to Chet Siogh a 
jagir of Its, §0,000 in Waniki, which he held till his death 
in 1810, He left no son by any of his eight wives ; but four 
months after his death Bibi Hukarn Saw gave birth to a 
ton named Atar Singh, in favour of whom Ranjit Singh 
released an estate of Rs. 6,000 at WanikL This was after* 
wards much reduced and exchanged for Ladi, v,! ich again, 
in 1810, was exchanged for Chak Bidu, part of Laima Singh's 
old estate- On annexation this village was released to Atar 
Slcgh and his mother for their lives, 

Sardur Gujar Singles expedition to conquer the country 
to the north of Lahore was successful enough, and Lo soon 
became a far more powerful Chief than Lahna Singh or 
Sobha Singh, He first attacked Gujrat, which was then 
held by Sultan Muknrab, a Ghakar Chief, and, defeating him 
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in an engagement just beyond the walla, took possesion of 
both the city and the neigh hour mg country. Girjrat he now 
made his head-quarters, and the next year, 1766, marched 
to Jamu, which he overran and held tributary with J him da 
Singh Bhflngi ; and then successively reduced Punch, 
Islnmgarh and Down. Botala. In 1767 Ahmad Shah made 
hia hint invasion ci India, driving l>eforo ldra all the new 
Sikh Chiefs ; for in those days the dread of an Afghan army 
was such that thero was no thought of opposing it in the open 
field ; and leaving behind him the proverb, Kka<hi pida 
kid a rahntla Ahmad Shahda ; moaning that Ahmad Shhh 
left nothing that men cotdtl call their own but what they had 
actually in their mouths. 

Among those who fled was Git jar Singh. He went to 
Lahore, and thence, as A hma d Shah advanced, to Firozpur; 
and when the Durani Chief had finally turned his back on the 
Pan jab, ho recovered his share of the city of Lahore aud left 
it in charge of Tnkkt Smgh, a near relation* He then went 
to Amritsar j and for the defence of the holy city laid the 
foundations of fort Gujar Singh, where now stands the newer 
fort of Govindgarb* Charnt Singh Sukarcbakia also built a 
fort to the north of the Darbar Sahib (the Golden Temple), 
while that of Jasa Singh Ramgarlua lay to the east, aud that 
of the Bhaugis to the south. Then at his village of Rangnrh 
he married his eldest eon to the daughter of Bbag Singh 
Aliluwalia i and as soon as the festivities were over march- d 
with his whole force to Gujrat, recovering all his old 
conquests with but little trouble. Then, in conjunction, 
with Siurdar Charat Singh Sukarchakia, he besieged the 
famous fort o£ Bhotas held by the Ghakare. After a siege 
of several months it was reduced, and the whole of the 
neighbouring country as far as Rawalpindi, with its splendid 
fighting tribes, Janjoahs, Gbakars, A wans, submitted to the 
allies. Hu then married his second son Sahib Singh to a 
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daughter of Sardar Charat Singh, and some time later to a 
daughter of H:nnir Singh of Jind. 

G 11 jar Singh had divided his territories between hia 
two eldest bods Sakha Singh and Sahib Singh. These 
quarrelled; and the younger, at the instigation of Sardar 
Mahan Singh Sukarchakia, who was id ways seeking to benefit 
by the mistakes of others, attacked his brother, who was killed 
during the action. Gujar Singh was very indignant when 
heard of this, and determined to dispossess Sahib Singh of 
all the country under his charge. He marched, upon Gnjret, 
and was admitted without question ; and Sahib Singh, now in 
Open revolt, shot himself up in Islamgarh. But Gujar Singh 
did not wish to proceed to extremities and forgave hia son. 
the moment he showed a disposition to sue for pardon, and, 
confirming him in his old possessions, made over those which 
had been held by Sukha Singh to hie youngest son Fateh 
Singh. But another cause of disunion soon arose. Sardur 
Mahan Singh waa besieging Eagulnagar, the capital of his 
enemies the Chatahs, and a principal officer, escaping from the 
town, took refuge in Sardar Gujar Singh's camp. Mahan 
Singh demanded his surrender, which was refused. Sahib 
Singh, however, willing to oblige his brother-in-law, made 
the refugee over to him, and he waa put to death. Gujar 
Singh was indignant at this disobedience of hia son ; be 
cursed him, and. prayed that, as he had insulted and dis¬ 
honoured his father, so his son might insult and dishonour 
him. This conduct of Sahib Singh so preyed upon the 
old Sardar’s mind that he fell ill; and, leaving all hia 
possessions to his youngest son Fateh Singh, he retired to 
Lahore, where he died in 17SS. His tomb is situated near 
the Sam an Burj, 

However much Gujar Singh may have wished to exclude 
his eldest son from the succession, the Sardars of the Khalsa 
would not ad mil his right to do so; and Sahib Singh took 
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possession of his father's estates without active opposition 
from Fateh Singh, who went to live with Mahan Singh at 
Gujaranwnla. For some time there was peace between tho 
broth era- in-law Mahan Singh and Sahib Singh ; but in L 39 
they openly quarrelled, and for two years remained in 
constant hostility. At length, in 1791, Mahan Singh shut 
up Sahib Singh in the fort of Sodhra and reduced bira 
to groat straits. The Bhangi Chief called to his assistance 
Latina Singh of Lahore and Ktiram Singh Dhilon. The 
former would not move but Kara.ru Singh came with a largo 
force to raise the siege, and an engagement took place between 
him and Mahan Singh, The Sukarchakia Chief was at this 
time very ill, and during the fight fainted away on hit 
elephant ; the mahnnt of which turned and carried his master 
from the Beld, His forces, misting their leader, fled: the 
siege was raised, and Mahan Singh retired to Gnjaranwala, 
where he died three days afterwards i the desertion of hia 
old friend Jodh Singh Wntirabudia hastening his death. 
In 1797 Shah Zamau invaded the Panjab, and Sahib Singh 
retired to the hills. The Shah only remained a few days in 
Lahore and then returned to Afghanistan. Ha left behind 
him at Find Dadan Khan an officer, known as the Shahanehi, 
with seven thousand Afghan troops who, on Sahib Singh’s 
return to Gujrat, marched ag ain at- him with allies from among 
the Mahometan tribes of the Jliilam district. Sahib Singh, 
with Nnhal Singh and Wazir Singh Atariwalu, Jodh Singh 
Wazirobadia, and Karam Singh Dhilou, gave him battle and 
completely defeated him, Tliis was in 1798, and was the 
Brat time that tbs Sikhs bad fairly beaten the Afghans in tho 
open field- A few months after this defeat of the Shahanehi, 
Shah Zamau again invaded the Panjab j but bis stay was 
short, and he retired, making Ban jit Singh a grant of Lahore, 
which he captured, as has been already related, Fateh Singh 
Bhangi now joined Eanjit Singh, who promised to give him 
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Imlt of Ilia brother's possessions, and with, this assistance he 
seized Fntahgarh, now called Eot llart Elian, and Sodhra. 
Whaii Sahib Singh heard of the fall of Lahore, he moved with 
a large force against Kan jit Singh, the Ramgarhia and 
Kasnr troops marching from the east and south to the same 
point; but the meeting at Bhasin passed off peaceably. 
Hostilities commenced later in the year, and continued for 
acme time, Fateh Singh becoming reconciled to his brother. 
But this friendship did not last long; for on Fateh Singh 
favouring Mai Sahib Knur, wife of Sahib Singh, who, disgusted 
at her husband’s third marriage, held the fort of Jalalpur 
against him. Ids property and newly granted estates were all 
seized. Fateh Singh went back to Ban jit Singh who, 
remembering that he had deserted him in the middle of the 
campaign, won Id do nothing for him, and after remaining in 
Lahore in great poverty for a year he was compelled to 
return to his brother at Gujrat, who gave him Dmilatnagar 
imd other estates. 

Sahib Singh now began to lose the energy which had so 
much distinguished him, and gave himself up to drunkenness 
and debauchery. Ho quarrelled with Sardar Nahal Singh 
Atarlwala, and with Mohkam Chand his Diwan, afterwards 
so celebrated, who both went over to Ranjit Singh. In 1806 
he accompanied the Lahore Chief on the Patiala Campaign, 
and at its close returned to Gujrst, In 1810 Ranjit Singh 
determined to take possession of Sahib Singh’s country, and 
sent for that purpose Hukam Singh Atariwala and Sewa 
Singh. Sahib Singh, seeing resistance hopeless, fled from 
Gnjrat with fifty horsemen and took refuge in the fort of Dewa 
Detain, and his whole jagira were seized, an estate of R a . 2-1,000 
being granted to Gulab Singh who had intrigued against hi 3 
father. In 1810, when the Maharaja was engaged in the 
siege of Multan, Mai Lachmi, mother of Sahib Singh, proceeded 
thither, and interceded for her son with such effect that the 
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llaka of Bajwani, worth a lakh of rupees, was released in his 
favour. This ho held till Lis dentil, which took place the 
next year, when Ran jit Singh took two of his widows, Dja 
Knur and Ratati Kanr, into Ins Zniiann, marrying them by 
ckmUr dabui. Dyu Knur, daughter qf Diwan Singh Wirk, 
was the reputed mother o£ Piishora Singh and Kashraira 
Singh; Ha tan Knur the refuted mother of Multana Singh. 
Sardar Fateh Singh Gnjratia, on the death of his brother 
anti the resumption of the jagir, went to Kapurthals, where 
he remained in the service of the Ahluwalia Chief for two 
yeai.' till, ou the death of his mother Mai Lachtni, he 
received a grant of Bangarh and some other villages in the 
Amritsar district, and entered the service of Sardar Sham 
Singh Atariwalu in whose contingent he served for many years. 
He was killed in Bamm at the siege of the fort of Malik 
Dilasa Khan. About the same time, in 1832, Gulab Singh 
died and his jagirs were all resumed. 

Jaimal Singh, only son of Fateh Singh, waa forsome lime 
in Sardar Sham Singh’s force, and served on the frontier and 
at Peshawar. He, however, quarrelled with his Chief, and 
this brought on Jaimal Singh more troubles tlian there is 
space to record here. Through the enmity of Sham Singh his 
jagir was resumed, and when the British occupied the country 
he was in great poverty. He resided at Rangarh, without 
pension or estate, the representative of the great Bhaniri house, 
which possessed mare power and ruled over a larger territory 
than any other family between the Satlaj and the Indus. 
He died in 1871 leaving a son, Jawula Singh, who resides at 
Rangarh near Atari in Amritsar. His son Budh Singh h 
Lambardar of the village. The family enjoy no pension or 
jagir, but possess over four hundred ghumaos of land in 
proprietary right. 

Thakar Singh, as lineal descendant of Sardar Gnrdii 
Singh, may be considered head of the family. He a 
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Zaildar at Pan]war, and is known as a respectable and 
energetic rural notable, having a seat in Provincial Darbars. 
Hl htuI his brother Hnkam Singh enjoy a mail yielding 
Rs. 1,J0 per annum and own about two thousand bigas of 
land. The widow oE their uncle Mul Singh has a pension 
of Bs. 180 per annum. 

No trace is left of Atar Singh or of hie descendants in 
the Amritsar district. 
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Sardar Lai Singh does not belong to the old Kalianwala 
flock, nor is be related to tlie great Sardar Fateli Singh, 
tli rough whom the present family attained wealth and honours. 
The story of Fateh Singh’s family must he briefly told. Jaitiml 
Singh, grandfather of Sardar Fateh Singh, was a Sindhu Jat, 
and the first of ins family to adopt the Sikh faith. He was 
a resident of Kali Lnkhu, near A tan tsar. He was. a follower of 
the Snkarclmkia Chiefs, Charat Singh and Mahan Singh, and 
with them was engaged in constant quarrels with the Chatah 
tribe inhabiting the northern part of theGiijaranwaladistrict; 
and in. one skirmish with some Chatah marauders both his 
sons, Jai Singh and Jiisa Singh, were slain. Fateh Singh 
entered the service of Ranjit Singh about 17D8, and very 
rapidly rose in the favour of his master. He was a brave 
and skilful soldier and proved himself as such in almost 
every campaign undertaken by the Maharaja till ISO/. He 
fought against G hill am Mahomed Khan Chatah, against Jodh 
Singh of Waxirabad and iSadhan Singh Atn. He was with 
the Maharaja when he captured the city of Lahore, and when 
he took Amritsar from the Bhangb and the Eamgarhias with 
the aid of the Ahluwalia and Kanhya Sardars. He fought in 
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tlie Jlifing and the Pindi Dilation Campaigns; and it was in a 
great measure owing to Ida advice that Ran jit Singh did 
not espouse the cause of Rni das want Rap Holkar against the 
British Government in 1805. Much assisted by Fateh Singh’s 
good offices, peace was concluded between the English and 
Holkar, who gave to the Sarilar many valuable gifts in 
recognition of Ms sendees, Fateh Singh distinguished 
himself at the capture of Char,iot from Jasa Singh Bhangi, 
and when Jliong was taken in 1806 from Ahmad Khan Sial the 
district was leased to Fateh Singly for R*. 60,000 per annum. 
Ahmad Khan, however, soon after made a compromise with 
Fateh Singh, who returned to Lahore. 

Towards the close of 1806 the Sardar was sent against 
Kasur, where Kntbndin Khan waa giving trouble. The 
Farhuu Chief held out bravely, but was glad to hay off the 
Sikh l.y the payment of a lakh of rupees. At the beginning 
: c ‘ f ,8 “ r ; » sikl “ "W. «*» Baujrt Singh in t , era0D , ngni “ 
t P“ IC,1 ' ?d Kmwt, and after a long fight reduced it 

FaM. Singk MM „ K„ th di,, 

Mua estate at Mamdot if he would give up the Kaaur fort; and 
Rutbongh Rnnjit Singh ,lid not approve of the promise, yet he 
| Considered himself bound to confirm it. 

|L Beneath the banner of Fateh Singh, many of the chief 

If were PN %^- Among others was Amir 

&ngh Smdhanwal.h, Dai Singh Naha™. Diujim U 
-aralwni, l ateh Singh Matn and L T tara Singh Clinehi, 

In 180, Ran jit Singh, returning from Patiala, besieged 
the fort of Naramgarh held by Surdar Khdum Singh. For 
fifteen days it held out ; and the Maharaja became very 
impatient at the delay, ami told Fateh Singh, who was f n 
tmmedmte command, that he was fonder of remaining by him 
.ghe Maharaja) than of leading the troops in the "field, 
bate, Smgh, piqued at this, assaulted the fort; but was 
repulsed and mortally wounded, Rnnjit Singh came to visit 
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liim in his tent, and Fateh fving'Ii is said to have advised the 
Maharaja never to raise another Jut to the highest office in 
the State, Whether such advice was ever given in doubtful, 
hut the Maharaja appeared to act upon some snch principle ; 

For while his bravest officers ami Generals were Jat Sikhs, in 
the Council he rather gave his confidence to Brahmans, 
Rajputs, and even Mahnmedans, 

Fateh Singh left no eon, and Ran jit Singh might have • 
resumed all his jugirs ; but, feeling sonic remorse for the 
Sardar's death, he sent Mir Singh Pad ban in, on his arrival 
at Amritsar, with a valuable kb flat to Alai Sew an, the widow; 
anfl hid him tell her that any one whom she should nominate 
ns her hush uud's heir and successor would be recognized. 
There were several Chiefs well loved by Fateh Singh, and 
in me more so t han Lbiatia Singh Malwui and Dal Singh 
Nahsraa. The latter was his potrela (godson) and a great - 
favourite- But for the succession to Fateh Singh's estates, 

Dal Singh is said neither to have trusted to fortune nor to 
favour. On fin* night of Hit Singh’s arrival at Kali, Dal 
Singh paid him a private visit, and for Rs. 5,000 Alii Singh . 1 
told Mai Sc wan that, although she might nominate whom 
she pleased, Runjit Singh would he only pleased with Dal 
Singh ; and he was accordingly selected. 

Notwithstanding the generosity of Runjit Singh on this 
occasion, there were not wanting many who said that the 
jflgirs had been given To Dal Singh ns a thnnk-offering for 
the death of Fateh Singh; that Runjit Singh had long feared 
the Chief, anti that he dared him to assault Xarsiiigarh, 
through au impracticable breach, in the hope of his death. 

On one occasion, at Wnzirabad, Runjit Singh told Fateh Singh -■ 
to draw bis forces on one ride that he might sea how 
numerous they were. When the order wns given the whole 
army went over to the great Kali an wain Chief, and Eon jit 
Singh, to his rage and chagrin, found himself almost deserted. 
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He never forgot the incident, or forgave the Chief who had 
too much influence with, the army. 

Dal Singh Nalmrna’s family originally resided at Karla], 
in Shekhopnra, and is of the ttaAama or barber (ot, more 
properly, nail-cutter) caste. It is stated that an ancestor, a 
'U'irk Jat, fell in love anil doped with one Rami, the daughter 
of Dun! Chant! of the Jandi Xahama tribe, and. that the 
name Nnhiima lias been ever since attached to the family. 
But this is a fiction, and has only been invented Race the 
Family rose to importance. Dal Singh was not of Jat descent. 
Sahib Singh Xaharna was the associate of Bhagwan Singh, 
and became known as u bold and successful robber. When 
CliEirut, Singh became powerful, both Sahib Singh and 
B hag wan Singh joined him; and when he had conquered the 
country about Pint! Dad an Khan, Bhagwnn Singh claimed a 
third share, 1 his, Cliarufc Singh did not Fancy giving, and 
believing that ho could trust Sahib Singh he resolved to got 
rid of his troublesome ally. Soon after, the three men went 
on a hunting expedition, and a wild boar happening to run 
past, C ha rut Singh cried olnnd “Don’t let the beast escape.” 
S.ihib Singh* who well understood the meaning of these words 
shot Bbagwan Singh dead. For this service he wa 3 rewarded 
with a jagir. Both his snn, Hukomat Singh, and his 
grandson. Knur Singh, were in the service of the Sukarchakia 
Chief, but they were not men of any note. 

Sardar Dnl Singh was a bold and able man, and was a 
great favourite with Sard a r Fateh Singh KaLuuvwala, under 
whose orders he used to fight. .At the time of Fateh Singh’s 
death. Dal Singh had a jagir of about Be. G8,00O; but when 
the Kaliauwala jagirs, with the exception of Eg. 70,000 
fettled on Mai Sewn a and the children of Fateh Singh's 
daughter, were made over to him, his estates were worth 
about Es. 3,50,000. Most of the Sarto who had fought 
undtr Fateh Singh now were led by Dal Singh; and the 
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barber showed himself as brave in battle as the best of the Jafc 
aristocracy. He served with honour in the Kasnr, Multan* 
Kashmir, and Dent Ismail Khan campaigns. 

Jn 1814 lie was sent, with Ram Dayal, grandson of Diwim 
IIobtain (.’hand, in command of a detachment of ten thousand 
men, to force their wav into Kashmir by way of Nundan Sar, 
while It an jit Singh himself proceeded by way of Punch, This 
detachment was surrounded and outnumbered, and it was only 
on account of the friendship entertained for Diwan Mobkam 
Cham! by Aziin Khan that he was allowed to return unmolested. 
In the spring of 1815, again in company with Earn Duval, he 
ravaged the Multan and Bahuwalpur territories, exacting 
fines and contributions from every town; and later in the 
year he was sent against the Bhiml'ar and Bajariri Chiefs. 
He reduced them to submission, and burnt a large portion of 
the city of Rajaur. He died in 1328, according to his family, 
of cholera ; but the commonly received story is that he took, 
poison after having been severely rebuked by the Maharaja 
for the inefficient state ol his contingent. He was succeeded 
in his jagir by his eldest son Alar Singh. 

In 1384 A tar Singh was sent to Peshawar under the 
command of Prince Nao Nairn I Singh. While there, Diwan 
Hakim Rai, who was the chamberlain of the Prince and a 
great favourite, induced some of the Sardars, who had been 
accustomed to fight under the command of Atar Singh, to go 
over to him with their troops. On tins Atar Singh left The 
army without leave, and cumti to Lahore to complain to the 
Maharaja. He was not well received, and was ordered to 
rejoin the army, then in Bannu, without delay. Atar Singh 
refused; and the Maharaja confiscated all his jagirs, with 
the exception of the family estate of Kala, worth fie. 3,500, 
and Hnmidpur, Es. 750. Thus it remained rill the death 
of Ranjifc Singh. His successor, Kbarak Singh, restored 
Rs. 12,750, free of service; and Maharaja Sher Singh, 
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the return o! Atar Singh from the Ganges, where he had 
conveyed the ashes of Maharaja EDiarak Singh, and Prmeo 
Kao Kahai Singh, gate him, at Pimli Glieb and Mirowol, 
jngirs valued at Rs, 1,02,000; this was subject to the 
service of two hundred horse, and included a grant of 
Hi?. 2,000 to his son Lai Singh. Atar Singh was made 
Adalati (Child -Justice) of Lahore and the suiTOuiiding districts, 
and received command of the Piudiwala irregular cavalry, 
which had been first raised by Mflka Singh Piudiwala* No 
• change took place in Ids jagir till Juwahir Singh, became 
Wazir, when Atar Singh represented that Pimli Gheb, 
though nominally worth Rs* 05,000, only yielded Rs. 50,000, 
and obtained in exchange the Ilakas of Chun inn, Dhundian- 
wdi and Khudian, worth Rs. 00,000. 

After the murder of Prince Pashora Singh by Jawakir 
Singh’s orders, the army, enraged at the conduct of the Wazir, 
determined upon Ida death, aud Lhrew off their allegiance to 
the Lahore Government, Surckr Atar Singh was, on the 
19fch September, sent by the Hind Jinilim, with. Diwan Dina 
Nath and Fakir Nnmdin, to the camp at Mian Mir to 
induce the mutinous troops to return to their duty. No 
attention was, however, paid to their advice ; the Fakir was 
dismissed, but the Diwan and Atar Singh were insulted, 
abused, and confined in camp till after the murder of the 
Wazir, on the 22nd September, when the aruiv, always 
afraid of the Rani, sent them to Lahore to try and make 
their peace. 

Sardar Atar Singh served throughout the Satiaj Cam¬ 
paign of 1340-4(1, and at the battle of Jirozshahar his 
brother C ha tar Singh was killed. In Septemlier 1840 
Atar Singh was ordered to join the Sikh army proceeding 
to Kashmir to suppress the rebellion there; but he took 
no notice of 'repeated injunctions, remaining at his house, 
near Amritsar, on pretence of celebrating the marriage of 
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Ms niece. For this conduct Ins jagir was confiscated. 
Shortly afterwards, however, ii was restored to him. and made 
up to Rs. 1,11,800. He received a seat in the Council of 
Regency appointed on December 1846, and held this post till 
the annexation of the Punjab. On the first news of the 
outbreak at Multan in April 1848, he was ordered to proceed 
thither in command of nil the available irregular troops. 
He was recalled, with the other Sardarg, when the Resident 
at Lahore found that it was considered inexpedient to 
send a European force to Multan at that time of year ; but 
later, he accompanied Rajs. Hher Singh to Multan in command 
of the cavalry. 

The Sardsr Itad little influence over the troops which lie 
commanded. Ho was of a weak and vacillating character; 
and although his own in tentio n3 were good, he was quite 
unable to keep his men to their duty. Day by day they grew 
more and more mutinous, and deserted in numbers to the 
rebel Mulraj in Multan. At length it was agreed by the 
three Sikh Generals, Raja Sher Singh, Sanlar Shams her 
Siagli and Sarrlar A tar Singh, in concert with Major 
Edward es, and with the concurrence of the English General, 
that the only thing to do was to move the troops out 
of temptation, away from Multan. Sardnr Atar Singh's 
division was to be posted at Tolamba under pretence of 
keeping open the road; hut before the movement could bo 
executed the whole Sikh army rebelled and, being joined by 
Raja Sher Singh, marched to Multan. Sardar Atar Singh 
mounted bis horse and fled to the camp of Major Edwardes 
with a few horsemen. His son Lai Singh was carried oft 
by the troop?, but soon afterwards contrived to make his escape 
and joined Edwardes also. 

Lai Singh had in June 1S47 been, sent in command of five 
hundred sowars to Hasan Ahdal, and had remained there till 
the 3rd of May 1843, when he received an order to jein the 
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force of Raja Slier Singh on its way to Multan. When 
Diwnu Kish an Kaur, Adalati of Batata, joined the rebels, 
Sardar Lai Singh was appointed to succeed him, and held 
the appointment for about three months till the dose of the 
Sikh administration. 

On annexation all the personal jagirs of Sardar Atar 
Singh, amounting to Rs, 47,750, were maintained for life; 
one quarter to descend to his son Lai Singh and bis male 
heirs in perpetuity. The jagir of Sardar Lai Singh, worth 
Rs. 3,600, being a recent grant of 1848, was resumed ; but 
ho was assigned a cash allowance of Ra, 4,800 from the jagir 
of his father, with whom he was at feud. 

Sardar Atar Singh died in December 1S51, and three- 
fourths of his jagir was resumed. Tile share of his son Lai 
Singh was in February 1862 raised to Rs. 15,000, which 
is continued in perpetuity. Lai Singh resided at Kala in the 
Amritsar district, where he died in 1888. For many year® he 
had taken no active part in public affairs beyond sitting as a 
member of the committee of Maharaja Ranjit Singh's Samadk 
at Lahore. He was a splendid specimen of the old Sikh 
Sardar, and to the last was fond of hawking, hunting and 
other field sports. He hud been four times married, but had 
no children- He adopted his nephew Gulzar Singh, to whom 
on the special recommendation of Sir Charles Aitehison, the 
Government of India has continued the jagir of Rs. 15,000 in 
perpetuity. Gulzar Singh was privately educated. He is a 
young man of handsome appearance, pleasing manners and 
of great intelligence. He resides at Kala. In addition to 
the jagir, the Sardar possesses other property in land and 
houses. 
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The Ramgarhia Misal, from which the f amily of Sardap 
Hangul Singh takes its name, was one of the most powerful 
of the Sikli Confederacies, and towards the close of the 
eighteenth century could bring into the field about eight 
thousand lighting men. Of its leaders, Jasa Singh was the 
most distinguished, although lie cun hardly be called its 
founder ; for through many unquiet years it had existed as 
an organized body under Kluishal Singh and Nand Singh. 
But it was only when Jasa Singh succeeded to the command 
in 1753 that it became powerful and renowned. 

Bar Das, the grandfather of Jasa Singh, was a Hindu of 
the tin jar or carpenter caste, resident at Sarsuug in the 
Lahore district. He was content to follow his humble trade 
in bis native village; but his son Bhagwan, of a more 
adventurous disposition* took the pahal, the Sikh baptism, 
and, with the addition of Singh to his name, wandered about 
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the country, making converts to his new faith. He at length 
settled at Iohugil, where there were born to him five sons, 

Jai Singh, Jusa Singh, Khuslml Singh, Mali Singh and Tara 
Singh; the four last of whom became noted men and leaders 
of the RamgarhLa MisaL There was no great difference in 
the ages of the brothers; and in 1752, on their reaching 
manhood, they entered the service of the celebrated Xawab 
AdinaBeg Khnn. This able man, then Imperial Governor 
of the Jalandhar Donb, encouraged the Sikhs in their 
resistance to Alim ad Shah Durani, hoping to rise by their as¬ 
sistance to supreme power in the province: and in this lie would ( 
probably have been successful, but for his premature death 
ini 758. When Prince Timur, son of Ahmad Shah, marched 
against him, determined to punish his opposition, Adina "Beg 
retreated to the hills, and Jasa Singh and his brothers left 
him and went to Amritsar, where they joined the force of 
Tv and Singh Sunghwvi. Jai Singh ms about this time 
killed in action with the Afghans near Majithia. 

Amritsar woa at this time no more than a large village ; 
and on the retreat of the Afghans, Xand Singh and Jftaa 
Singh partially fortified it, surrounding a portion with a high 
mud wall, which they called Ram Raimi. When Adina Beg 
returned, thinking the Sikhs were becoming too powerful* 
he sent Mima Aziz Bathsh to reduce the new fort, which was, 
in truth, no difficult matter. Jasa Singh and his friends 
fought gallantly, and made more than, one sally from the fort; 
but they were overmatched, and at length abandoned it at 
night, «th 1 with considerable loss cut their way through the 
enemy. The RamRauni was dismantled; but Adina Beg 
died shortly afterwards, and Jasa Singh, taking command 
of the confederacy, named the fort he had defended so bravely 
Ramgarh, and his Misal the Kaingarbia. He seized at 
this time, aided by the Kanhya Misal, Dioanagar, Bat ala, 
Kaianaur, Sri Hargovindpur, Endian, G human and many 
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other 1 towns in the Amritaar and Gurdaspur districts, the 
revenue of which was estimated at from felt to ton lakhs of 
rupees. Besides this, Jnsn Singh, who was sole lord of the 
territory, acquired many -villages in the Jalandhar Doab. To 
his brothers he gave separate jagirs under lilm. It was their 
imprudence which brought great trouble on the family j for as 
Jhsa Singli AMuwalia was passing near Gurdaspur on his 
way to Achal, a place of pilgrimage, he was attacked by 
Khushal Singh, Mali Singh and Tara Singh ; his troops were 
dispersed and himself taken prisoner- Jasa Singh Ramgnrhia, 
who would have been glad enough had his brothers slain Ma 
rival, could only release him with rich gifts when he was 
brought in as prisoner; for the old Sikh barans had much of 
the spirit of chivalry. But the AMuwalia Chieftain was not 
to be appeased. He was looked up to as the head of the Khalsa, 
and indeed its founder; his followers and flatterers called him 



King (Sidi«in*nr-Khum),and yet he had been insulted by these 
Eamgarhia youths whose lreards had but just begun to grow ; 
find he swore a mighty oath that lie would never loose his 
turban till he had seized all the Eamgarhia estates. Many 
Chiefs came to aid Mm, thinking not much of the insult, but 
having an eye to plunder and new jagira. Tin? re was Gan da 
Singh and Jbandit Singh Bliangi; the Kanhyns, Jai Singh 
and Hakikat Singh, old friends of the Bamgarhias ; Chant 
Singh Sukarehakia, Xur Singh Ckaimari vyala and many 
others. They attacked Jasa Singh on all sides, and after a 
severe struggle took possession of all the Eamgarhia territory, 
Khushal Singh was badly wounded at Begowal fighting 
with Jai Singh Kanliya; Tara Singh lost Knlauaur, and Jasa 
Singh fled across the Satlaj to Sirsa with a large body of 
irregular horse - , having scut his two sons to the Patiala Chief, 


A mar Singh, to beg assistance. 

In the Sirsa district' he remained till 1783, He overran 
the country with his horsemen, and plundered up to the walls 





of Debit; on one occasion lie penetrated into Dehli itself, and 
carried off four guns from the Moghul quarter. The Nairab 
of Mimt paid him tribute of Its. 10,000 a year to save his 


district from plunder. One day a Brahman complained to 
him that the Governor of Hissar had earned off his two 
daughters by force, Jasa. Singh collected his forces and 
marched against tlissar, which he plundered, and restored tha 
girls to their father. Sometimes he was reduced to great 
Htnaits; and there is a story, which may be true, that at Sirsa 
a servant of the Sardar happening to drop his vessel down a 
well a diver was sent to fetch it, who discovered at the bottom. 

7 four boxes full of gold-mohurs to the value of five lakhs of J 
rupees, enabling Jasa Singh to pay liia troops and enlist new 
b followers. 

A great famine desolated Sirsa in 1733, and the Sardar 
returned to the Punjab. At Ludhiana he met messenger* 

, : from Sardar Mahan Singh Sukurehukiu and Raja Sansar 
IChand of Kangra, offering to re-instate him in his possessions 
if he would join them: against. Sardar Jru Singh Emiliya, 
Jasa Singh consented readily enough, and having joined 
forces the allies marched to Batata. Gurbakhsh Singh, son of 
Jai Singh, advanced against them with eight thousand men; 
but he was defeated and slain, and the Euniiya Chief was 
compelled to give up the Ramgarhia estates to their old 
owner, and the fort of Eangra, which he had held for four 
years, to Sansar Chnnd. But Jasa Singh was not destined to 
enjoy pence; and for many years he was engaged in disputes 
with the Kanhya Mi sal, in which ho was sometimes successful, 
fintwftimes defeated. 

In 1796 his last and most severe struggle with the 
Kanhyas took plane. Mai Sada Kaur, widow of Sardar Gur- 
baktih Singh, was then head of the Misal; and with all her 
own forces and those of her young son-in-law, Ran]it Singh, 
she besieged Jasu Singh in Miami, a fort in the Husliiarpur 







district near the Bias. Jasa Singh defended himself for 
some time; but his provisions ran very low, and he sent a 


a messenger, and Bcdi Sahib Singh said- " They will not 



Jasa Singh died in 1303, and was succeeded by his eldest 


Bamgarhia territory, and feigned the greatest affection for 
Sardar Jodh Singh, He had a contract of eternal friendship 
between him self and the Bamgarhia family drawn out; and 
before the GranfA, in the holy Uarbar Sahib at- Amritsar, 
he stamped the paper, in his royal and illiterate way, with hig 
open palm dyed with saffron. The better to cajole Joclh 
Singh, he went over the Ramgarh fort almost unattended, and 
ordered his new fort of Govradgavli to be built in the same 
fashion. Ban jit Singh cared little about keeping oaths, 
however solemn; but Jodb Singh had been won over, mi ff 
became SO devoted a follower that there was no eicnse to 
annex his territory. He accompanied the Maha raja to 
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Kasur with all his force in the last successful expedition 
against Kutbndin Khan, 

On the death of Jodk Singh in 1816, the family began to 
quarrel; Drivan Singh, Bln Singh and the widow of Jodh. 
Singh all claiming the estate. The Maharaja, hearing of this, 
called the three cousins, Bir Singh, Hah tab Singh and Diwan 
Singh, to him at Nadaun, promising to settle the dispute* by 
arbitration. On their arrival they were received with 
courtesy by the Maharaja; but he soon took occasion to leave 
the reception tent, which was straightway surrounded with 
troops, and the three Hamgarhias made prisoners. Then 
Ran]'it Singh marched on Amritsar, and after some severe 
fighting took the fort of Ramgarb. Again, marching 
north wal'd, he seized all the vast Rain garb ia jagirs, and in a 
short time reduced all their forts, upwards of a hundred in 
number. And thus was cancelled the saffron bond. 

Bir Singh and Mali tab Singh were soon released, and 
I were placed under Sardar Laima Singh Majitkia; and at the 
intercession of Sardar Naha! Singh Atari wala a jagir of Rs, 
[ 35,000 was settled on the family. Biwan Singh far eoms 
f time refused to accept his share of Its, 6,000 at Dharamkot, 
and remained a prisoner; but at length pretended to acquiesce. 
Da regaining his freedom, however, he fled to Patiala, where 
ho was at first well received; but after a year was compelled 
to leave, and he then wandered about for some time till he 
thought it best to submit, and, returning to Lahore, lie accepted 
a command of seven hundred men in the expedition then 
fitting out for Kashmir. After this we hear little of him 
beyond that he remained in charge of Bammula, a difficult 
hill-post on the road to Srinagar, till his death in 1834, 
Bir Singh had died six years before in 1828, when two-thirds 
of his jagir were resumed. 

Sardar Mnngnl Singh served during his younger days 
about the person of Maharaja Ran jit Singh, who gave him 
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jagirs in Dharmkok Kalowula, Tibrah and Kundilab, worth 
Rs. 9,000, of which Us. 3,000 were personal, and Rs. 5,400 for 
service. Alter his father’s death, Sardar Mangal Singh waa 
sent to Peshawar in command of four hundred foot and one 
hundred and ten sowars of the old Ramgarhia dan. Here, 
under Sardar Tej Singh and Sardar Hori Singh Nalwn, he did 
good service, and fought in the famous battle of Jamrnd in 
April 1837, where the gallant Hnri Singh was killed. In 1839 
he was recalled and sent to the hill country between the 
Bias and the Satlaj, under the orders of Sardar Labne Singh 
Majithin, and during the absence of that Chief at Peshawar he 
was placed in charge of the hill forts, and was active in the 
press ion of the insurrection of 1840. 

During the reign of Maharaja Slier Singh, he was chiefly 
employed under Laima Singh in Snket, Mandi and Kudu, aud 
he remained there till the close of the Safclaj War in 1846, 
The Rajput Chiefs, with Raja Ralbir Sen of Mandi at their 
bead, were not slow to take advantage of the war with the 
English, aud gave the Sardar plenty of work ; but lie held Ida 
ground till the Treaty of the 9th March 1846 enabled him to 
give up his trust with honour. 

During the Second Sikli War, Sardar Mangal Singh 
remained loyal, and did excellent service in guarding the 
roads and maintaining order in the Amritsar and Gurdaspur 
district a. His great exploit, however, at this time was the 
capture of the notorious rebel and robber Hnri Singh, who 
had for some time kept the country about Amritsar in a 
state of alarm. This lie effected at Sagarpura, near Ran gar 
Nangai, a grant of which jagir, worth Rs. 3,700, was mndt? to 
him by the Darhar and confirmed after annexation. 

In 1862, on the retirement of Sardar Jodh Singh Man, 
Sardar Mangal Singh was appointed manager of the affairs of 
the Sikh temple at Amritsar. This appointment, which is 
one of some difficulty, was filled by the Sardar with tact and 
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ability. Tn the same year be was appointed Honorary Magis* 
t.rate of the city of Amritsar. In 18/tl, tlia Royal Highness 
the Prince of Wales conferred upon him the Companionship 
of the Star of India. He died in 1870, 

Sardar Mangal Singh was a mem of education and liberal 
ideas. It was in a great measure owing to his influence ami 
exam pie that the cause of female education lias been so 
widely and systematically taken up in tbs city of Amritsar. 

Gordit Singh, eldest son of Sardnr Man gal Singh, in 
February 1S5S joined Colonel Abbott at Hushiarpur when 
that officer was raising a force of cavalry for service in Oudh. 
G mil it Singh was made Rasul Jar, and served in the Oudh 
Mounted Police to the complete satisfaction of his superior 
officers until October I8i>9, when, on the reduction of the 
force, he returned to Amritsar, where ho was made an 
Inspector of Police* He retired in 1887 on a pension of 
Ra. 1,200 per annum. He and his nephews enjoy a jugir c.f 
Ra. 3,000 per annum, allowed in perpetuity to the descendants 
of S;u‘dar Mangal Singh. Suchet Singh, the second son of 
Sardar Mangal Singh, was a Munsif in the province. He died 
in 1879* The third son, Sher Singh, was for some years a 
Deputy Inspector of Police. He resigned for the purpose of 
looking after the affairs of the family, and died in 1888. J[any 
of the younger members of the family have taken service in the 
army and police. 
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Ike fomul or of the Chamiari family was not Nar Singh, . 
the true alienator of the family, but Sural Singh, a distant 
connection, who about the year 1750 adopted the Sikh faith 
and became & member of the Blisngi Misal. Ho fought fop i 
hia Chief, Hari Singh, in many battles, but does not appear to 
have neglected his personal interests ; ns a few years later WO 
find him the possessor of a largo tract of country on the left 
bank of the Ravi, including Ajnala and Chatman, or Chambyari, 
from which place the family took its name, Sawal Singh pma 
killed in battle leaving no issue; hut his widow, Mai MaUdap* 
made over the estate to Nar Singh, a cousin of her deceased 
husband and hia devoted follower, a brave and enterprising 
man. This arrangement was confirmed by the yunnula or 
Sikh national council, and Nar Singh, the acknowledged heir 
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of nil Sawal Singh’s estates, went forth conquering and to 
conquer. Not content with iho Amritsar side of the river, lie 
invaded the Sialkot district, and took p'ssession of Pasni r and 
many village’s in its vicinity. H<_-! hen trailsferredMs aervires 
to the rising KanLya Misal, and at Nunar in the Sialkot 
district had a sharp fight with his old allies. The young 
Sukarchokia Chief, Mahan Singh, was on his side, and opposed 
t<» him were Jbnnda Singh and all the bravest of the Bhungi 
Chiefs, Tlie origin of the quarrel was trivial enough. Nar 
Singh passing through emu J hirnda Singh’s villages hail turned 
liis horses into a field of young com to graze. The Bbaugi 
Chief came down in great wrath and insisted on their removal. 
Nar Singh refused to interrupt his horses at their mc-ai 
This insult Jhnnda Singh was unable to endure, and , collecting 
all liis men and making as many allies us he was able, ho 
marched against Nar Singh, who was prepared to meet him. 
The Sghfc was net decisive, and soon afterwards Nar Singh 
disgusted his Suk&rchnkia friends by giving Mb daughter 
Karam Kaur in marriage to Arnar Singh, nephew ot Sardnr 
J hands Singh. He did not, however, openly break with the 
SiikurcUakias, mid in li 99 we find him assisting the son of 
Mahan Singh to capture Lahore. 

Nar Singh died in 1396. His eldest son Rain Singh 
died some mouths before him of cholera in the camp of 
Jaswant Rao Hulkar, the Mahnila ( Thief- On his death, 
Ranjit Singh took possession of the greater portion of the 
family estates, including the Sialkot villages and the Talukaa 
ot Sadowui, Ghaniwals and Cliamim, The town oE Chamiari 
-as left in the possession of the family who still hold it in 
proprietary right. 

Chamiari is a very ancient town ; and there are several 
legends regarding its origin, which may be given hero. 
On* of these relates that Raja Salvalmn of Sialkot, who 
reigned about 90 A.D., passing with hia retinue near the 
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£pot where Chamiari now stands, saw a young- girl drawing 
water at a well. Struck by her marvellous beauty, lie enquired 
her name, and Found that it was Chnmba, and that she was 
the daughter of the Rajput Chief of the district. Salvahnn 
asked the girl in marriage; but her father declined, aa the 
Raja's name was a terror throughout the Pan jab to Ixjtb 
parents and daughters, as he was accustomed to take a 
new wife every day, and maidens were becoming scarce in 
the land. But the Raja was not to be denied. He swore 
that if Chnmba was only given to him he would not marry 
again for eight days, and to these reasonable terms the 
father consented- lint by the eighth day Raja Sal y ah an had 
grown so deeply enamoured of the beautiful Chnmba, that ho 
was content to divorce all his other wives anil to keep her 
only for life; and to glorify hie love and render it immortal, he 
built around the well where he had first seen her drawing water 
the town of Chamiari, which ho called after her name. 

Another story asserts that Chaininri was named after 
the Caste of Raja Salvahan's favourite wife, whose name was 
Luna, the daughter of Raja Pi pa of Papnakhn, a Cham pal 
Rajput, She was the mother of Riealu, from whom Sialkot 
was formerly called Risalkot. Luna was remarkable for bur 
beauty, though not for hev virtue, as the following .'toTy 
will show. Ichmn, another of Raja Salvahan's many wives, 
became the mother of a beautiful boy, who was named Puran, 
The astrologers, who had assembled at the palace to draw 
the horoscope of the new-born infant, declared that the 
greatest calamities would befal him should lie be seen by his 
father before his twelfth birthday- In those days astrologers 
were believed; and a high tower was accordingly built in 
which the boy was carefully guarded till the twelve years hud 
come, as the attendants thought, to an end, when they brought 
him to his delighted father. But one day had been omitted 
from the calculation ; the twelve years had not expired. 
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TVlicn Luna saw the lovely hoy she fell in love with him 
at once. This was leas her fault than that of the stars; and 
at last, unable to control herself, she caught Pure® in her 
arms and told 1dm all her love. He had not been taught the 
art of lore in his solitary tower, and only laughed at Luna’s 
distress and ran away; while site, enraged at the repulse, and 
her lovo turning to hatred, tore her hair and clothes, and 
when the Raja came in told him with weeping eyes that 
Purau had attempted her virtue. The Raja made no enquiries, 
but straightway ordered that the boy should be taken into 
the jungle and there put to death. As the poor little fellow 
was being carried off by the executioners he begged hard for 
hb life, but for long begged in vain. At length the men 
promised not to kill liim; but they cut off both liia hands and 
^ threw him down a well, where they left him to die. But 
the life of Puran was miraculously preserved, and about two 
years afterwards the great, magician Ghorakh Nath came to 
; the place with hb twelve thousand disciples. One of these 
4 drawing water from the well saw the boy, and having take® 
him out carried him to the magician, who by enchantments 
replaced his hands. Gliorukh Nath then brought Puran to 
the palace, and restored to sight Ichian, who had become 
blind with weeping for the untimely fate of her son. Raja 
Salvaban, confounded by these prodigies, wished to resign the 
crown to his son I but Puran would not accept the offer and, 
renouncing the world, became a disciple of Ghorakh Nath, with 
whom be remained until his death. 

” Such lire the legends regarding the founding of Chamiari, 
which is undoubtedly of great antiquity. It was almost 
entirely destroyed in the great inundation about a thousand 
years ago-when the five rivers of the Punjab united; but 
was rebuilt under the Emperors. In 1 722 it was burnt dovm 
by the Sikhs, and was still in ruins when it came into the 
possess! oa of Nar Singh, who restored and enlarged it. 
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On ihe death of the widow of Far Singh and of Hari 
Siogli his second son, tho little estate left to the family was 
again replaced, and the whole was resumed by Maharaja Sher 
Singh on the death of Jni Singli in 1841. 

Sardor Gurdit Singh, who was commandant of Maharaja 
Dalip Singh's Body Guard, held a jitgir at Dhariwal near 
Ajnala, worth R$. 1,200 per annum, one-third of which lapsed 
at hi* death in 1878. Hi* two sons, Partab Singh and ffatal , 
Singh, joined the rebels in 1848 and lost their jagirs. Khem 
Kaur, widow of Sardar Jai Singh, received a pension of 
[{*. 500 per aim am. The pension lapsed on her death. Of this 
branch of the family there are two survivors, namely, Sant 
Singh and Fomin Singh. The former lives in Dargwal, Tailed 
Batalft, and the latter is a Thanadar in the Ludhiana district. 
The descendants of Gurdit Singh and Partab Singh live in 
CUaniiai'i. The family in of no importance. Bhagwan Singh 
is a Lambardar. He and his brother Sham Singh enjoy a jngir 
of Rs. 0G7 from the village of Dhariwal, Tahsil Ajuala, in 
Amritsar. 
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Sahib Singh joined the Kanlija Confederacy about 1760, 
and Fought under both Jai Singh and EUkikat Singh. Ha 
took possession of Tamgarh in the Pathnnkot pargnnn of the 
Gtmlaspur district, and after Sardar Mahan Singh’s successful 
expedition against Jamu, Sahib Singh, who bad accompanied it, 
received a grant of Sayadgarh, worth Ra. 30,000. He founded 
the Tillage of Wachoya, where he resided t ill his death in 1803. 
His estates in Tar agar h, Sayadgarh and Wachoya were of the 
value of Rs. 00,000, and were held intact by his four sons till 
1312, when Maharaja Ran jit Singh marched against Taragarh, 
and after a short siege reduced the fort and confiscated a great 
prion of the estate. Twelve villages, including Wachoya, 
worth Es, 10,000, were still left, free of service; bat in the 
ten years succeeding the confiscation the four brothers all 
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died, and Sardar Jawahir Singh succeeded to the estate vath 
hia cousins Jaruiat Singh, San gat Singh and Ran Singh. They 
fought in many of tho Maharaja’s campaigns, though their 
jagir was a subsistence one; and they had no obligation to 
supply a contingent, till Desa Singh Majithia, who was 
Governor of the Jalandhar Doab, told Jawahir Singh that a 
Sardar should give a contingent for the service of the State if 
he wished his name to endure, and fixed fifteen horsemen as 
the suitable number. 

The Veglia jagirs were not interfered with till 1846, 
when Raja Lai Singh, who had no love for Sardar Desa Singh, 
the family patron, took advantage of his departure to Banares 
to confiscate tho whole estate; but a year afterwards tho 
* Darbar, with the sanction of Oil* Resident, restored the jngir 
with an increased assessment of Rs. 21,000 and service of thirty 
sowars. During the disturbances of 1848-49 the Ye glia family 
remained faithful Didar Singh joined Captain Hudson with 
his contingent, and did good service at Hangar Kan gal, 
Pnrmatmnd and elsewhere. At annexation, the whole persona! 
estate of the family, amounting to Eg. 8,608, was released; 
one-third of the share of each descending to the lineal m ale 
heirs in perpetuity. Didar Singh became a Rasaldar in the 
Military Police, and took Ids discharge at the time of the 
general reductions. He died in 1869. 

Sant Singh, son of Ran Singh, was sent down to 
Dehli as Jamadar in the Rasa la raised by Major R. Lawrence 
in July 1857 to serve w ith the Guide Cavalry at the siege. 
A portion of the Rasala was permanently transferred to 
the Guide Corps; the remainder formed the nucleus of 
the Dehli Mounted Police, in which Sant Singh was pro¬ 
moted to be Rasaldar. He served with zeal and ability 
till the redaction of the Military Police, when he received his 
discharge. He afterwards joined the Provincial Police as an 
Inspector. Iu 1366 he was transferred at Lis own request as 
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a Ensairlnr to the 4 th Bengal Cavalry, iti which regiment he 
was subsequently made TYardi Major and Rasaldar. He 
served throughout the Afghan War of 1879-80, and acquitted 
himself well on several occasions before the enemy. He 
retired in 1883 after thirty-two Jem's' meritorious service 
on a pension of Its. 360 per annum. His sou Hnrc har n Singh, 
went to Egypt in the Transport Department, and is now 
employed in the Sialkot Settlement as a fknnungo, 

Thts living members of the family are in receipt of a jagir 
income of about Rs. 1 ,02-5, namely, Bs. 125 in Wachoya in the 
‘ Ajnala Tnhsil, and Rs, 900 in Taragarh, Tahiti PaUnmkofr, 
GurdftEpur, the original home of the family. 

Siirdar bant Singh is the only surviving member of any 
importance and influence. 
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The Bhilowal branch of the Sidhu family includes no 
Chief of any importance. Budh Singh made himself master 


of a good many Tillages in the Amritsar district, and was killed 
in one of Ahmad Shah's invasions. His brother Ram Singh 


succeeded to the estate : but in the early days of Sikh history 
few Chiefs died in their beds ; and after some years he also was 


killed in battle. Ills son Jai Singh was a mere cli Id at fli® 
time of his father’s death; and Mahi Singh took possession of 
the estate, which he considerably increased and managed v. itk 



his cousin the two villages of Bhilowal and Kuchakwul, and 
died, two years after the arrangement, leaving an infant 
son, Dasaunda Singh; from’ whom Mahi Singh took hack 
Kuchnkwal, which he had only given to Jai Singh with great 
reluctance. But- Maharaja Ran jit Singh seized the possev- 
sion of both with the greatest impartiality, allowing Dasatmds 
Singh Rs. 3,000 per annum, with which ho was to supply five 
sowars to the Sowrian Dera, which was first under Prince Sher 
Singh, and latterly under Jamadfir Jvbusbal Singh. After ha 
father's death Kishan Singh took his place in this regiment; but 
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the contingent was raised to nine sowars, which lie had to 
furnish till the annexation of the Panjab, when his jugir was 
confiscated, as he had joined Eaja Slier Singh, He died in 
lSti7, Kifihan Singh’s son Asa Singh and hh cousin Man gal 
Singh are now the prominent members of this not yer y 
pTOUiinent family. Ihcy hold no jagire, and liye upon the 
profits of twenty acres of land. They are in decaying 
circumstances, and have no local influence. 
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Laklm Singh held the la rge estate of A wan, to which, i 
on toa death, his eldest son Ranjifc Singh succeeded. He had 
married the daughter of the celebrated Fateh Singh Kalian-1 
W'ala ; and when that Cliief waa killed in 180/at the storming if: 
of the fort of Naramgurh, Eanjit Singh Sidhu succeeded to a 
large portion of Jm jagira, the remainder going to Dal Singh 
Bahama. Also on the death of Amir Singh, son of Sardar 
Jodh Singh, without issue, he received the jagir of Sowrinn, 
worth Rs. 1,50,000, subject to the service of three hundred 
sowars. He only held thus jagir for two years, after 
which it was conferred on Prince Sber Singh. Ho served 
at Multan, Tori and Eacki, and was killed in action at 
Gheb Kamrinl in I63G. On Us death all his jagir* were 
resumed, with the exception of Rs. 15,000, principally from 
the estate of Sardar Fateh Singh, winch was confirmed to 
Ishnr Singh and Guramkh Singh, 
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Ishar Singh served with credit fit Dera Ismail Elian and 
Peshawar, and in 1834 went with Prince Kharak Singh on 
his expedition to Tank and Mithankot. In 1837 he contrived 
to offend the authorities at Lahore ; and all his jagira were 
taken from him, with the exception of the village of 
SaUmpum. He was, however, made a commandant of forty- 
two sowars on Its, 800 per annum, and placed Tinder the com¬ 
mand of Sorder Laima Singh Sindhauwalia. Samp Singh, 
trade of Ishar Singh, retained his jngir ; but at hie death, hia 
aou Dliana Singh having been killed at Sobraon, they wera 
resumed. 

In 1S47 Kish an Singh’s contingent was reduced to 
fifteen horse, and leaving these at Lahore ho went to 
Bannu with Edwardes, and afterwards to Multan. He 
returned to Lahore with Sardar Alar Singh Kalianwakv 
■ escaping from the rebel army with difficulty, and only briog- 
. ing back three of the fifty horsemen ho had taken with him. 

He was then sent to Dinanagar under Sardar Shams her Singh 
r EincLhnnwnlia, and afterwards to Find Dadan Khan. Afc 
annexation lie received a pension of Its. 3G0, which he still 
enjoys. 

Nahal Singh's two sons enjoy a jngir of Ks, *12 5 per 
annum in the villages of Kotli Dasaundiwala, BHindi Saidan 
and Awan in Tahsil Ajnala. Jawakir Singh, son of Amir 
Singh, is now the leading member of the family. Dhian 
Singh, son of Jos want Singh, is Lambardar of Awan. The 
family possess no influence and merely occupy the position of 
ordinary xamindars. 
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The ancestors of A tar Singh came into the Panjab from 
Mal^ra about the beginning of ike seventeenth century, and 
settled near Chuman in the Lahore district. In 1733 they 
made a second move to the village of Bliakbn in the Amritsar 
district, from which they derive their family name. Sardar 
Oharat Singh was the son of a sister of Sardar Sawal Singli 
Ulakhwida^ powerful Bliangi Chief. On the death o! Sawal 
Singh, without issue, the estate was divided by the Sikh 
gurmata, or national council, between Nnr Singh Chamiari, 
the potrela of the deceased, and Oharat Singh, the sister’s 
son. The share of Nar Singh was the larger ; hut the jagh* 
of Charat Singh were valuable and extensive, and he held 
them till his death. His son Soba Singh held jagirs worth 
Bs. 40,000, subject to tha service of one hundred and fifty 
horsemen, from Sardar Habitat Singh Kanhya; but Maharaja 
Eanjit Singh in the year 1302 seized all but Es. 7,000, 
subject to tke service of five horsemen, who with Soba Singh 
were employed in Gkordiara Kalan, The estate waa soon 
afterwards further reduced to Rs. 2,116 at Curalia and 
Bhokha, Soba Singh having displeased the Maharaja by 
refusing to give him his daughter in marriage. Soba Singh 
died in 1824; and the village of Guraiia was resumed, and 
the village of Bhakhs, worth Rs, 600, alone left to Hari 


Singh. 
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Id 1543 Hari Singh, with liis contingent, served under 
the orders of Captain Hod son at Ran gar Nangal and 
elsewhere, and remained faithful throughout the disturbances. 

On the annexation of the country the jagir was upheld to 
him. He died in 1357 ; and to his son Ishar Singh half the 
Tillage of Bhakhn, in the Ajnala pargamia, has been 
mainimned in perpetuity. Ishar Singh died in 1372. Hb 
sou Atar Singh, now at the head of the family, is a respeetahln 
and literate Lambardar of two villages, and lives at Bhakha 
Hari Singh. His brother Mali tab Singh is u Dnfadar in the 
9th Bengal Lancers. He served with his regiment in Egypt. 
The family is not now one of much local influence, though 
connected by marriage with the Sardars of China and Raja jjp 
Sfinsi. The jagir yields iis. 330 per annum, and is enjoyed » 
in equal shares by the four sons of the late Ishar Singh. 
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Jai Singly a Sindhu Jat of Kot Say ad Mahmud, a smalt 
village two miles from the city of Amritsar, was a trooper in 
the employ of Sirdar Guiab Singh Bliangi. In the year 
1800 Maharaja Ran jit Singh married Jai Singh’s daughter 
IIup Kaur, and this marriage made the fortune of the family ; 
for the Ilnka Akhnur, worth E=. 30,000, was assigned to 
Ckarafc Singh and Bliup Singh, subject to the service of 
two hundred horsemen. They held it for fifteen years, when 
it was resumed; and Charat Singh obtained instead the jagir 
of Dharuwal, worth Rs. 2,500, free of service, with the con=- 
mandontship of an irregular regiment. In the year 1331 
Char at. Singh was severely wounded at the battle of Suytul t i 
Sarai, fought against Say ad Ahmad Shah by Prince Slier 
Singh. Bhup Singh was killed in the Khaibar in 1840, and 
hii estate of Rs. 2,000 was assigned to his sons. In 1348 
the family, with but few exceptions, joined the rebels, 
and the jagirs they hod enjoyed weTe confiscated. Charut 
Singh received a pension of Ra. 100 per annum, and Rani R rip 
Kaur, who died in 1878, a pension of Rs. 1,980. The family 
also holds a fifth share in the village of Kot Snyad Mahmud. 
Rani Rnp Kaur adopted Sundar Singh, grandson of her brother 
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G ulab Singh; and lie inherited all bar movable property, 
which, is said to have been very valuable. There are at the 
present time eighty-sia members of the family in the village 
of Kot Say ad Mahmud, but none are in affluent circumstances. 
They have been reduced to the humble position which their 
ancestors occupied before the marriage of Bbp Knur with 
the Maharaja Kimjit Singh. 

tiishan Singh, son of Punjab Singh, and grandson of 



Jai Singh, is chief Lambardaf of the village. 
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The Sikhs of Tang near Amritsar are of an old family of 
Tang Rajputs who emigrated from Debli about the beginning 
of the eighteenth century and founded the village which hears 


their name. In course of time, from association and inter* 
marriages, they became Juts, and on the Sikhs rising to power 
joined the Raingarhia Confederacy under Jasn Singh. Sahib ■ 
Singh received Tang with some adjacent villages from his Chief 
in jagir, and died in 1804, his only son Fateh Singh having died 
the preceding year. Fateh Singh's three sons remained with 
Jodh Singh, the Karogarhia Sardar, till in 1816 the Maharaja 
seized! the possessions of the Confederacy, and they were glad 
to enter the service of the conqueror. Gurmukh Singh and 
Nadhan Singh each received couimandof one hundred horsemen, 
and served under Miser Dreran Chand and, on his dentil, under 
Sardar Desa Singh Hajithm. After the capture of Multan in 
1818, at which tho brothers were present, they received a 
grant of their ancestral village of Tang, valued at Rs. ToO, tn 
three equal shares, subject to the service of three horseman, 
and their salaries were considerably raised. Gurmukh Singh, 
who was commandant in the Raingarhia brigade, served at 
Multan, Hank era, Tire, Kashmir, and Peshawar, He also 
fought in the Satinj Campaign of 1845*46, when his brother 
Xadhan Singh wua killed, tinder the Durbar he was employed 
ia the Manjha as assistant to Gumani Lai and Lai Singh 
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Tolwandi, and afterwards was soot to Sown an under Diwan 
Hakim RaL He died in 1870. 

Tbe jagira held by Sarmakh Singh and Jodh Singh lapsed 
on their death, Sant Singh, son of Nndhan Singh, and Narain 
Singh are the only living representatives of the family. They 
are in poor circumstances and no longer rank as Chiefs in 
the Van jab. Sant Singh is Lambardar of Tang, He is a 
man of good bearing and pleasing manners, but of no local 
influence. He has not a sent in Darbar, 
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Chnudliri Dalab, tenth, in descent from Randhawa* 
founded the village of Chavinda in the Amritsar district. His 
four sons, Gagu, Jabhu, Ram and Lakh an, founded, respective¬ 
ly, the Tillages of Kathu-Nangal, Sahniwali, Wariam-Nangal 
ajid Rupowali. Sahib Singh, who took the pahil and 
became a Sikh about the year 1770, was the great-grandson 
of Gagu. He joined Sardar Jai Singh Kanhya and took 
possession of about thirty villages in the neighbourhood of 
Kathn-Nangal, Dharmkot, and ChakowaL Sahib Singh was 
a gallant man and bore the scars of fourteen wounds. Ha 
fought on the side of the Kanhyaa in all their quarrels, and 
fell at last before the fort of Atalgarh iu a skirmish with tho: 
Rsmgorhia troops. His two sons Jit Singh and Budh Singh 
succeeded to his estate, but the elder of these was killed soon 
afterwards at Lodha-Mandowala lighting against the Ram- 
garhias, who had slain his father. 

Rudh Singh was one of tho last of the Kanhya Sardars 
to tender bis allegiance to Ranj it Singh, by whom he and 
the sons of Jit Singh were allowed to retain their estates. 
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Ho served in the army in Hazara, Ynsufzai, and Kashmir till 
1823, when ho was obliged to retire through ill-health, and 
the Haharnja resumed all his villages except Ladha-Mands, 
worth Ha. 3,000, and a portion oi Eathu-Xangal. Ha died 
three years later, and his only son, Partab Singh, was placed 
in the Gtorchara Kjilan regiment, and was afterwards 
transferred as Adjutant to the Povindm Regiment, of 
which he became Commandant in I-S40- In IS 12 he was 

f made Colonel nod received a grant of the jagir of Khiali, 
Worth Es. 1,000. He died without issue in 1844. 

None others of the family were in any way distinguished. 
Xand Singh, the present representative, resigned the service 
and lost his jngir in 1848. He resides at Kathu-Nangal, 
where he possesses a well and half the proprietary rights of 
the village. Kuskal Singh, his son, is chief Lambardar of 
Kathn-Xangah None of the members have taken service. 
Nand Singh is not a Darbori, 
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SARD AH A.KWAK S13TGE RAND HAW A, ISAPURIA 


D-lHAUmU EECGH. 
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Ji l^L 

The founder of the Isapcir branch of Ranilhawas was 
Dasaumla Singh. Having become a Sikh in 1/30 he 
entered the service of Aciinu Beg, with whom he remained 
till 1758. 

Ho then joined the Bhatigi Confederacy, and through the 
influotice of Cbaudhri Raman, a Eandhawa Rajput and a 
diitant relative, he obtained a jagir worth about Its. 20,000, 
including the village of lanpur, which has ever since remained 
in the family, and from which Dasnunda Singh took his family 
nrnne. His son Bhagufc Singh preserved the old estate and 
acquired new jagirs ; and Sardar Ram Singh, about the year 
1304, joined Eanjit Singh, who confirmed to him the villages 
of Isapur, Bolafa, Suran, and others in the Amritsar district.} 
He did good service on several occasions; and in ISIS 
received the grant of jagirs to the value of five lakhs of 
rupees, subject to the service of seven hundred horsemen 
and two thousand infantry. This was a special grant For the 
Kashmir Campaign, and was resumed in 1821 after the fall 
of Mahkera. 

In 1822 Ram Singh was placed under the orders of 
Prince Khuraic Singh, with whom he remained till 1824, when 
he was transferred to Raja Suchet Singh's division. He served 
in Knlu, tangva and in most of the Maharaja's numerc is 
campaigns, and died in 1836, His soil Sahib Singh had been 
for some time in Government employ at the time of hia father’s 
death, at which time he was serving with Raja Suche t Singh an 
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a salary of R?, 2,000 per annum. This* was raised to Rs. 7,923, 
including Isapnr and some other villages of the original 
estate. Sahib Singh was present at the second siege of Multan 
in 1319, and in Kashmir in the following year. Hi 1 also 
served under Prince Kbarak Singh and Raja Snchet Singh 
at Mankora, Bannn, Yusuf zai, Saulnki and the Derajat- 
After the Satin j Campaign his estate was cut down to Rs, 5,231, 
subject to the service of ten sowars, and also charged with 
pensions to his father’s widows. 

In 1817 he was sent in command of one hundred horsemen 
to the Man jit a to assist Lain Mangalson, brother of Diwnn 
Raton Chand Dhariwahi in the collection of the revenue, and 
afterwords he proceeded to Hazara under Captain Abbott, 
He remained faithful to Government during the disturbances of 
ltiS-iO, and has been spoken of in the highest term? by many 
English officers. In 1351 a portion of his jagirs, consisting of 
Isa pur, Boink, Saga! and tiurim, worth Rs. *2,507, exclusive of 
some subordinate rent-free holdings in the name of other mem¬ 
bers of his family, was confirmed to him for life. The villages 
of Isapur, Sagal, and Ritrim, worth Rs. 1,336, descend to his 
legitimate male heirs in perpetuity. 

Sardar Sahib Singh resided at Isapur in the Amritsar 
district up to the time of his death, which occurred in 
1373. 

His only son, Akwak Singh, was first employed under the 
English Government as a Jitmadar of Police, tn 1857 he 
was mode Rasaldarand sent to Bonne. He behaved very well 
during the disturbances, and received an extra Bahadari allow¬ 
ance for his gallant conduct. 

Sard a r Akwak Singh retired, after a service of twenty- 
four years, in 1874. At the time of his retirement he was 
Rasalilar of the 5th Punjab Cavalry. He is at present child¬ 
less, his two children by his first wife having died young. 
He has since married three wives. He enjoy a a cash pension 
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of Bs- 540 per annum, besides a jag-ir of Ea. 1,20b, subject 
to tlie pay mem of one* third nagarana. He awns nearly sixteen 
hundred gbnmao-of la ml in the Amritsar and Sialkot districts, 
besides houses in the former city and in Isnpur. 


* if 
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Lndhn wiis a Lambaxd*r of the village of Chicks, which, 
bad been founded by an ancestor of that name, a Hindhn Jat, 
many generations before. , Sewa, son of Lnclhn, about the 
year 17*20, adopted the Sikh faith. It was a time trying to 
lilt* zeal of new converts, Bautin, the blood-lbirsty follower 
of Guru Govind, bad been recently executed at Dehli, and a 
bitter persecution was raging against the Sikhs, who were 
pit to death wherever they were found. Seva Singh fled 
with some companions to the wild region of the Upper Ravi, 
and it was not for many years afterwards that he was able 
to return to his native village. He turned a robber, like must 
of the Sikhs at that time, and fell at length in a foray in the 
direction of Lahore. His brother Nodli Singh joined the force 
of Sardar Gujar Singh Blmngi, and managed in the year 
1707 to take and hold six villages in the Daska pargana, two 
named Bulkawala, Jalal, Sahibran, Gilwala and Xalarwib. 
After Gujar Singh obtained possession of Gujnit, Notlb Singh 
received six other villages in the neighbourhood of that 
city, but WM killed shortly afterwards in a skirmish with 
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Sultan Mukarab, an officer of Ahmad Sliah Duranl His bob 
Akha Singh succeeded to the estate, but was killed in the year 
1 “30 in attempting to recover some cattle which Ghulam Maho¬ 
med, the inveterate foe of the Blmngi MLaid, had carried off. 

Aklia Singh left no son, and his brother Bhag Singh, 
who vras a bravo soldier, very largely increased the family 
possessions. He 1 m. 1 came a Sardnr, and held under On jar „ 
Singh a jngir worth Rs. 40,900, After liiis death, without 
issue, his nephew Jhamla Singh l'emained in the service of 
Sahib Singh, son of Gujur Singli. till, Ranjit Singh having 
token possession of Amritsar, and the power of the Bhaugi 
iMisal being on the decline, he joined the young Chief and 
obtained from him a grant of eleven villages in the Amritsar 
district, though he lost all the old jagira in Gnjrat and Sijdkot. 
Jhanda Singh fought in many of Ranjit Singh's campaigns, 
including those of Kash mir and Kangra. In 1833 he was 
killed in a private mairrel with one Jit Singh, cornmumlant. 
who also died of the wounds lie received, Jhanda Singh, 
appears to have lioen the aggressor in this affair ; for on Jit 
Singh’s family complaining to the Maharaja all the jagirs of 
Jhftnda Singh were resumed, with the esceptiou of Chicha* 
J&wala Singh, his son, was two years afterwards token into r 
■favour ami received hock a portion of the jagir, subject to 
the service of ten horsemen. He served for some time on the 
frontier til Banna and Kohat. 

Jawala Singh had married the daughter of Sardar A tar 
Singh Sind ban walia, and ibis alliance brought great trouble 
upon him, for all Ids jagirs were confiscated by Maharaja Shnr 
Singh when be ascended tlic thru nr;. When the Siiidlmn- 
wulias came into favour the jngirs were released, but were 
again resumed by Raja Hira Singh, whose father the Suidhan- 
waliaa had assassinated . 

Jhwala Singh died in 1844, Hi? son Kurpai Singh was 
then only seven years old, and Maharaja DaHp Singh eon- 
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firmed tu liini Hum, wortJb Hsi. 425, a share in Monza Buret 
Gil, worth 14s, 137, both in Tahsil Ajuala, and five wells in 
Cliicha, worth Rs. 75ti per annum. This jagir is held by 
Karpal Singh for life, the wells at Chicha being alone 
granted in perpetuity, 

Maamroat Dya Kaur, widow of Sard nr JaivaLi Singh, 
is in receipt, of a cash pension of Es, 500 per anninn. 

Three of Karpal Singh’s sons are reading in the Chicha 
village school anti are reported to lie promising ladi 
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